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WHAT WE THINK:

FALLING INTO DARKNESS

THIS country is on a dangerous path. When politicians start 
to vie with each other over who can be the most racist then 
we are slipping into a darkness which we have not seen for 

over 50 years.
On April 20th 1968, Enoch Powell, then Shadow Defence Secretary for the 
Conservative Party, made what is still considered to be a speech that shamed 
British politics. In that speech he made the claim that “the vast majority of 
immigrants do not contribute to our economy. They take from it. They take 
our jobs. They take our houses. They take our schools. They take our hospitals. 
And they take our welfare benefits”.

That speech was calculated to play on the fears of working class people who 
only knew that, as their country was changing, the opportunities for them 
seemed to be diminishing.

This week we have been treated to the spectacle of the heirs of Powell’s party 
repeating sad and tired, and inflammatory, racist lies in a desperate attempt to 
rescue their self-inflicted immolation in the polls.

Since Blair it has become more difficult to argue that lying to Parliament is 
anything other than a political manoeuvre. But the Tories repeated one lie 
after another in support of their latest victimisation of asylum seekers. They 
lied about the legality of using a small boat to enter the UK as an asylum 
seeker. There is nothing illegal in doing so. They lied about the numbers 
coming in to Britain. They claimed that 80,000 would enter this year, when 
their own figures tell them that only 46,000 entered last year. They lied about 
the success of their previous policy which is currently inoperable due to the on 
going court cases. They even lied about Starmer being a ‘lefty’. That, frankly, 
is not just a lie but given his recent performances pure fairytale.

In 1968, Harold Wilson, then Labour Prime Minister, condemned Powell’s 
speech saying it was “an evil speech” that was “racialist in tone and liable to 
exacerbate racial tensions.” This week in Parliament all Sir Keir Starmer was 
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concerned with was how efficient the racist policies were.

This is not an accident. Like many members of the Parliamentary Labour Party, Sir Keir 
believes that the best way to win an election is to speak to those who do not normally 
vote Labour. Specifically, Labour’s plan since Starmer became leader has been to court 
the Tory vote.

The name you will not hear much of is that of Claire Ainsley who until recently was 
Director of Policy. Her view of the voters that were needed to return Labour to power was 
gaining the support of what she called the “new working class’. They were characterised 
by their “.. core moral values, among them care and fairness, but also … respect for 
tradition and loyalty to community and nation. In other words, when Starmer says that 
Labour is now the party of patriotism, business and NATO he expects a dividend as 
Red Wall voters return to Labour.

There is no substantive evidence that in 2019 Labour was abandoned by its voters who 
turned to the Tories but we can forget any analysis because Starmer has surrounded 
himself with Blairite functionaries and is purging his party of anything remotely 
connected to socialism.

It is this which allows him to treat a racist attack by the Prime Minister on “illegal” 
asylum seekers as if it is simply a question of efficiency. Let’s just repeat this. It is not 
illegal to be an asylum seeker. Neither is it illegal to enter the UK on a small boat. 
Starmer believes, as does most of his front bench, that the British people are essentially 
racists who hate immigrants. At best, this is a cynical ploy to get into Number Ten. 
At worst, and in truth, it reveals a darker, and more sinister, truth about the British 
political elite. The British media are currently in the throes of a campaign to demonise 
asylum seekers as the ravages of the worst economic recession in years is hitting the 
poorest hardest. Any public figure speaking up in support will be driven from office to 
silence any sense that Britain remains a nation with a ‘liberal’ heart. This is chilling.

No longer, if ever, motivated by the idea of public service, the majority of politicians 
are now self-serving technocrats who care little for the damage that their rhetoric does 
to ordinary people. It will not be highly paid Westminster politicians, or their equally 
well-paid advisers, who will suffer the physical and verbal attacks that those with the 
wrong colour skin will suffer as the political rhetoric is turned up.

Britain is sliding into an authoritarian dystopia and it will become more and more 
difficult to prevent if we do not continue now to repeat: Refugees are welcome here.
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Nowadays if someone is being bolshie it generally means they are an 
argumentative troublemaker. It used to be a term of abuse for Bolsheviks, in 
particular, and socialists in general. ‘Argumentative troublemaker’ is a good 
description of what it means to be a socialist.

Every issue of the Sunday Socialist is argumentative. We argue about reform 
or revolution, first past the post or proportional representation, and the 
relationship between fighting capitalist exploitation and resisting oppression 
based on race, sex, or gender. And we argue about what kind of organisation 
socialists need to build if we are to be effective troublemakers within the 
capitalist system.

This brings us back to the Bolsheviks. At the beginning of the twentieth 
century, the members of the Russian Social Democratic Labour Party (RSDLP) 
were having the same kind of discussions, but they had two big disadvantages 
compared to today. There was no internet in those days. You could not meet 
on Zoom or organise via social media. You needed face-to-face meetings to get 
things done, and it was extremely hard to meet in Russia because the RSDLP 
was illegal, there was no democracy under the Tsar, and most of the members 
were in prison, on the run, or in exile.

The founding conference was held in secret in Minsk, then part of the Russian 
Empire, in 1898. Within months the secret police had arrested half the 
delegates. The second conference was held in London in 1903 after being 
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hounded out of Belgium by the authorities. This saw the split in the party between the 
Bolsheviks and the Mensheviks, which simply mean majority and minority in Russian.

They split over how to organise the party. The Bolsheviks supported Lenin’s argument that 
in the conditions of Tsarist Russia the only way to operate was as a tightly knit, secure 
organisation of full-time revolutionaries. The Mensheviks supported Martov’s argument 
that anyone could be a member as long as they supported the party programme and took 
part in its activities.

Over time political differences emerged as well. The working class was very small in Russia. 
Most of the population consisted of peasants living in feudal conditions similar to those 
that existed in France in the run up to the French Revolution. The Bolsheviks looked to 
the peasants as natural allies in the struggle against the Tsar. The Mensheviks thought they 
had to get the support of liberal intelligentsia and the newly emerging class of capitalist 
entrepreneurs in order to overthrow the feudal system.

In 1905 there was a revolution in Russia. In those conditions, Lenin changed his mind 
and outdid the Mensheviks in his call to open the doors of the party, not to liberals and 
capitalists, but to workers and peasants. The revolution failed and the Bolsheviks went back 
to clandestine organisation, trying to keep one step ahead of the secret police.

This is more than just a history lesson. Lenin’s ideas carry weight today because it was 
the Bolsheviks who led the Russian Revolution to victory in 1917. This gave rise to the 
Communist Party of Great Britain and, after Stalin debased the revolution, Trotskyist 
groups sought to revive the Leninist model of party organisation and apply it to Britain 
today.

Today we are not in a revolutionary situation like in 1905 or the totalitarian repression of 
1903. Under Corbyn we had a Labour Party that welcomed workers but did not mobilise 
them to take control of the party from the Blairites. Now we have a Labour Party that is 
definitely welcoming to liberals and capitalists while expelling socialists and turning its 
back on the unions.

We don’t have a Bolshevik Party to turn to. So, should we build one? Or should we do what 
Lenin did and analyse our current situation, make an honest appraisal of our strengths and 
weaknesses, and do what we can to build an organisation that keeps the socialist idea alive 
while supporting the class struggle as it stands today? We may finish up following Lenin or 
end up with a totally different model for a socialist party in the twenty-first century. Now 
that is a Bolshie idea  Mike Stanton!
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Today is the twentieth anniversary of the start of the Blair/
Bush Invasion of Iraq, without United Nations support and in 
defiance of world opinion. Now Biden and Sunak are leading 

the rush to war against Russia and talking up the threat from China, 
the Edge Note question is “What are the practical steps that socialists 
can take to bring us back from the brink?“

Mike Stanton

The first thing any of us can do is support Stop the War UK. The second thing 
is to have very simple arguments to hand that we can use to persuade fellow 
socialists and trade unionists to listen to us and not dismiss us as Russian stooges.

In the middle of a massive crisis, with energy prices going through the roof, the 
Government can afford to fund the war effort in Ukraine to the tune of £2.3 
billion a year while claiming it cannot afford to pay the nurses. The Government 
is only providing £2.1 billion to fund its 5% pay offer to NHS workers. NHS 
trusts will have to make efficiency savings (that is cuts to patient care) of £1.4 
billion to meet the shortfall. Meanwhile we are paying for the war in Ukraine 
with pay cuts and a tripling of energy prices while the energy companies clock 
up record profits.

The best way to stop the drive to war is to increase the drive for socialism, to fight 
for higher wages, to support refugees’ right to asylum, to oppose Government 
cuts and austerity programmes. When one million of us marched against the 
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war in Iraq, the Government ignored us. If one million had gone on strike, the outcome 
might have been different.  Wage class war to prevent world war.

Tanweer Dar

Twenty years since the illegal invasion of Iraq by the US and UK, the world looks decidedly 
more precarious. With the unstoppable expansion of NATO, now itself bolstered by 
Russia’s pushback in Ukraine, and China’s increasing assertiveness in the Far East, we 
are quite obviously entering a new Cold War. How then, can we prevent it from turning 
into a hot one?

The outlook appears grim. A million marched on the streets of London demanding the 
UK not invade Iraq. Their pleas went unheeded. Hawks on both side of the Atlantic are 
licking their lips at the impetus gained by Russia’s actions in Ukraine, feasting greedily 
on the massive turnover in arms and increased militarisation of Europe.

In an interview with Oliver Stone a few years ago, Vladimir Putin said, speaking of the 
US attitude towards Russia, “Your presidents change, but your policy remains the same.” 
The same seems true of the UK, too. And until we can affect a seismic shift in policy at 
the top, it seems the march to war is bound to continue.

It appears we are the ones in dire need of regime change…

Two million, possibly more, turned out on February 15th opposing the illegal 

war in Iraq. Four weeks later they bombed anyway. Image courtesy of Simon 

Rutherford, via Wikimedia Commons

Dave Middleton

If NATO continues to 
poke the bear then the 
bear is going to roar. That 
would be disastrous for 
all of us. What can we 
do? First we have to resist 
falling for chauvinism of 
the type espoused by the 
Labour Party. At a time 
when the mass media 
are content to blame 
foreigners, engaging 
in a cynical round of 
immigrant-bashing is to 
be without principles. 
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But we also need to be clear that being against NATO’s aggression does not make you 
a ‘Putin apologist.’ This constant round of goodies versus baddies is a large part of the 
problem. We should support, without hesitation, the Stop The War Coalition at home 
and abroad. Despite our feelings to the contrary, and despite the most authoritarian 
government and opposition in living memory, we are still at liberty to protest. We 
should do so if we can. The best check on a nuclear war is to take away the nuclear 
button from people who, frankly, should be nowhere near power, let alone have the 
ability to send us all to Armageddon. You cannot win a nuclear war. We need to keep 
saying that, as Biden, Putin, Zelensky, Sunak, Starmer etc. keep upping the rhetoric, 
and their slavish followers in the mass media will work double time to manufacture 
the consent needed from the public.

Jo Buchanan

To end war a radical reorganisation of society is essential, in the UK and internationally. 
We need to transform societies to be based on socialist principles and create measures to 
bring an immediate end to the manufacture and sale of weapons designed to slaughter 
other human beings. This may sound idealistic, but without dreams and hopes, along 
with sound ideology, we cannot build a better world.

As the largest war in Europe since the end of World War II enters its second year, 
we witness US imperialism driving events towards increasingly aggressive military 
escalation, causing many of us to fear a new global conflict. As ever the UK fails 
to encourage restraint, and NATO continues its arrogant policy towards Russia. 
Meanwhile Vladimir Putin pursues policies asserting Russia’s influence and his 
imperialist interests over its borders.

Numerous organisations oppose the war. Some even argue for a left-right alliance to 
campaign for peace. Stop The War Coalition remains vocal in its opposition, as does 
CND. They organise demonstrations and rallies and campaign on many levels. They 
are not working towards creating a socialist society, but important practical steps we 
can take at this point are to join forces with groups working to end the immediate 
conflict and become involved in trade unions, hoping that more communities and 
workplaces join the call for a negotiated peace.

But I believe socialists should never lose sight of the fact that the struggle to end war 
is an integral part of the struggle against capitalism.

Fiat Knox



March 19th 2023

9

March 19th 2023

The media are screaming for war louder than ever. If they are to be believed, we stand 
on the brink of Armageddon. There seems to be no solution. However, there is a 
solution – and it lies within our grasp.

Behind all of the fear are a minority of fearmongers, deliberately stirring up the muck, 
kicking hornet nests, and painting a false picture of Britain as a hellhole on the verge 
of a Great Filter.

Those fearmongers are known to the general public as the media.

The media are not your friends. They are owned by a handful of billionaires who have 
set the window of public debate to the right for decades. Even the BBC has been co-
opted to the point where they have become the corrupt state’s propaganda arm. This 
is the true face of the enemy.

We may be able to do something about this enemy. The BBC sacked Gary Lineker for 
speaking his mind off duty. One of our “British values” is individual liberty, the right 
to one’s beliefs. The backlash against the BBC has been heartening.

The fearmongers are not above criticism. We can, and must, hold them to account. 
We can stop them, and we do this through turning the media against them. They’ve 
held us in a spell long enough. Smash the media; smash the spell.

The next Edge Note question

Our next issue is the day after April Fools Day. Capitalism has managed to survive 
by inventing new ways to fool us. What do you think is capitalism’s biggest con so 
far, and what should we do to make sure we don’t get fooled again? Answers in 250 
words or less to mike.stanton@creatingsocialism.org by Sunday 26 March.

Image courtesy of Needpix.com
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Three hundred thousand people fled the ongoing violence in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo in February. There has been an 
escalation of violent clashes between non-state armed groups and 
Government forces. Civilians, many of them women and children, 
have been traumatised by horrifying human rights violations, killings, 
kidnappings, extortion and rape, and large numbers are sleeping out 
in the open. Militants killed at least 19 people in a village in North 
Kivu on March 12th and burned a medical facility. This was close 
to another recent attack where at lease 35 people were killed. Some 
sources say this was a response to a military crackdown on the rebels. 
The attacks were carried out by members of the Allied Democratic 
Forces (ADF), a Ugandan armed group based in Eastern Congo that 
has pledged allegiance to Islamic State and conducts frequent raids 
on villages.

The DRC is rich in natural resources but 80% of the population lives 
in extreme poverty. Since independence in 1960, the country has 
seen corruption and poor government, but many problems can be 
dated back to the legacy of Leopold II’s brutal regime, when as many 
as 10 million people were slaughtered. The Belgian Government took 
over the country in 1908, but Belgian rule contributed to conflict, 
disease, killing and poverty.

Thirty Plus Billionaires Beg the Government to Raise their Taxes

So some of the super-rich have a social conscience. One of them, Dale 
Vince, founder of Ecotricity has questioned the system: “Why are 

Image by Steve Buissinne from Pixabay
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we hammering the lower bracket of earners with 12% NI (National Insurance) 
and 20% income tax and the richer you get, the less you pay?” More than 
30 of our super-rich residents have come together and formed a group called 
the Patriotic Millionaires. They want the Government to tax them fairly. This 
would in effect be a wealth tax of 1% or 2% on wealth over £10 million. The 
Government is likely to fear that this would result in the super-rich leaving the 
country, but there is no evidence to suggest this would take place. Even so, it 
looks unlikely that the Chancellor, Jeremy Hunt, will respond favourably. Some 
members of Patriotic Millionaires have commented that they want to live in a 
fair equitable society and see more funds allocated to public services.

Agreement to Protect the 
World’s Oceans

The High Seas Treaty, which 
was signed after talks by 200 
countries, grants protected status 
to 30% of international waters 
by 2030. This is compared to 
1.2% now. Currently almost 
10% of sea life is threatened 
with extinction. Greenpeace 
described the treaty as the 

“biggest conservation victory ever”.

The treaty will control damaging deep sea mining and exploration, as well as fishing 
and shipping. These measures will help marine life. The treaty is still to become legally 
binding and must be approved by each country. Richer nations have promised to 
provide more funding but have yet to announce the figures.

Palestinian Rights Advocates Prevail as DC Court Dismisses Lawsuit against 
American Studies Academics

A United States court, The Superior Court for the District of Columbia, has dismissed 
a lawsuit filed against several academics and rights advocates over their endorsements 
of the Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions movement (BDS). This case arose from 
a resolution endorsed by the American Studies Association (ASA) which favoured 
joining a boycott of Israeli academic institutions.

Image by Pexels from Pixabay
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Palestine Legal, a legal and advocacy group focused on supporting Palestinian rights, 
reported that more than 40 states have introduced some form of an anti-Israel boycott 
bill in their state legislatures. Numerous lawsuits have been filed in the US against such 
laws, resulting in the laws being struck down in some states and, in some, amended to 
be restricted to larger contracts.

Children Need to Eat in Order to Learn

Photo by Alex Green: https://www.pexels.com

An estimated 800,000 children in England 
are living in poverty, yet are not eligible for 
free school meals. Many people involved in 
education have time and again emphasised that 
well-nourished children learn better and, by 
extending the provision of free school meals, 
more families will have extra money to buy 
other essentials. There is a strong argument for 
extending the provision of free school meals, 
including those put by The Food Foundation, 
supported by the NEU, Child Poverty Action 
Group, Jamie Oliver and others, to all families 
on universal credit, but with the aim of 
providing “universal, comprehensively funded, 
nutritious school food for all children”. 

Devolved governments in Scotland and Wales are rolling out Universal Free School 
Meal entitlement, and recently London Mayor Sadiq Khan has made a commitment 
to provide free school meals for all London primary school pupils, starting in the 
school year 2023/2024. So, once again, in our divided nation, having access to vital 
funds or services all depends on where you live.

Pedro Castillo – Pre-trial Detention Increased

A judge in Peru has increased former President Pedro Castillo‘s pre-trial detention 
from 18 to 36 months. He faces charges after his attempt to dissolve Congress and 
rule by decree in December. The judge explained that the increased detention was to 
prevent Castillo from fleeing the country or interfering in the investigation.

Castillo has denied all charges against him, including allegations that he led a criminal 
network while in office. He posted on Twitter recently: “I reiterate my innocence 
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regarding the false facts that I am accused of and denounce again this unjust kidnapping 
for serving my country loyally as President of the Republic.” His lawyer, Eduardo 
Pachas, said his client was being “politically persecuted” and planned to appeal.

Throughout Peru there have been mounting protests in support of Castillo since early 
December, but these have shifted overwhelmingly to demand the closure of Congress, 
fresh elections, and the resignation of Dina Boluarte, Castillo’s vice-president who 
replaced him in December. 

The Curious Case of Fiona Bruce and Question Time

Following a week in which the BBC first suspended, then reinstated, Gary Lineker 
for tweeting that the Government’s attitude to refugees used language reminiscent of 
1930s Germany, we have the case of Fiona Bruce.

On last week’s Question Time Ms Bruce interjected when broadcaster Yasmin 
Alibhai-Brown said about Stanley Johnson, “He was a wife beater. On record.” At 
this point Ms Bruce stopped the discussion to point out: “Friends of his said it 
did happen. It was a one-off.” This was in relation to Stanley Johnson breaking his 
wife’s nose. Interestingly, the panel which had spent some 15 minutes previously 
discussing whether the BBC should sack Gary Lineker had not a word to say on the 
suitability of a known wife-beater being given a peerage. Fellow broadcaster Richard 
Madeley, Labour’s Sarah Jones, Lord Ken Clarke and Cabinet Minister Robert Jenrick 
studiously avoided following this up, preferring to discuss whether prime ministers 
should be giving peerages to family members. Following this incredible intervention, 
Fiona Bruce claimed: “I was required to legally contextualise a question about Stanley 
Johnson.” Which law she was upholding is not exactly clear. However, the BBC later 
added: “When serious allegations are made on air against people or organisations, 
it is the job of BBC presenters to ensure that the context of those allegations – and 
any right of reply from the person or organisation – is given to the audience.” The 
job of a presenter is not quite the same thing as a legal context though. And the 
Sunday Socialist does not need to list the number of times that BBC presenters, 
including Fiona Bruce, have repeated lies about the Government’s political enemies, 
in particular Jeremy Corbyn.

Get the news delivered to your inbox every weekday morning.

Take out a FREE subscription to CreatingSocialism.Org now!

https://creatingsocialism.org/subscribe/

https://creatingsocialism.org/subscribe/
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TRADE UNIONS - FIGHT BACK OR FALL 
BACK? 

MIKE STANTON

Does the latest government pay offer to health workers 
mark the beginning of the end of a year of trade union 
militancy? The government must certainly hope so 

with predictions that the NHS pay deal provides a template 
for doctors, dentists and teachers. Union leaders probably 
share the government’s hopes for an end to disputes. They 
are often more comfortable negotiating with employers than 
they are with leading strikes.
So why has the government been so slow to agree to meaningful 
negotiations? They hoped to pick off individual unions in a war of 
attrition and avoid the set piece confrontations with big battalions like 
the RMT. They probably knew they could not hold the line at 3% but 
must be happy with settlements around 5%. So once again they are 
forcing pay settlements on the public sector that are lower than the 7% 
increase in the private sector. And for both sectors pay has not kept pace 
with inflation.

There is also a political dimension. The RMT represents old style 
industrial trade unionism that the Tories thought they had seen off in 
the Thatcher years when they broke the power of the miners and the 
dockers. Remember, it was the RMT who kicked off the latest round of 
trade union struggles, and it is their militancy that has encouraged other 
public sector unions to follow suit.

The government would love to break any idea of class unity by isolating 
the RMT and dragging out disputes to turn the public against strikers 
and to legislate to further reduce the right strike. The union leaders have 
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had to lead these strikes because of the magnificent determination and solidarity of 
the members. But they have been unwilling to grasp the political dimension of the 
government’s strategy and mobilise their members for that political fight.

The TUC has set itself against using trade union power to pursue the end of anti-
union laws or an end to the Tory government. They do not want a Labour victory 
that arises from workers exercising their power in case workers continue to use their 
power to force genuine social reform on Starmer’s centrist crew and return socialism 
to the centre of our political debate.

We are a long way off from that scenario, but it comes closer with every outbreak 
of mass strikes. Despite the sell outs and shoddy negotiations many strikes are still 
going ahead. And with the third US bank in a week threatened with insolvency there 
are plenty of shocks to the system waiting to drive the next round of class struggle. 
Teachers may have suspended strike action for talks. But university staff are striking 
on Monday 20 March, Tuesday 21 March and Wednesday 22 March, and the RMT 
are striking on Thursday 30 March and Saturday 1 April. Next up are workers in 
the passport office. Before we know it we will be into negotiations for the 2023 pay 
round, and with many disputes ongoing from 2022, there is still plenty for socialists 
to build on.

Due to illness Teodora Hansen was unable to compile this week’s union 
highlights. We wish Teodora well and hope she will be back with us soon.
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Brexit Costs

Dave Middleton

Every day for forty years my Dad would stop for a morning 
break around 10 am and have a cheese sandwich. Were he 
still alive he would find that the cost of that cheese sandwich 

would have risen quite substantially over the past year.

According to our shopping basket cheese has risen 46% since last May. 
From a starting price of £1.89, a 400g block of mild Cheddar cheese 
in Aldi would now cost you £2.79.  The question is: what has caused 
this increase? After all, it is not the only one we have faced over the past 
year.

According to The Guardian of November 2022 the reasons were “rising 
commodity and energy prices and a tight labour market”. That is a 
direct quote from British Retail Consortium Chief Executive, Helen 
Dickinson. That view is supported by a range of retail bosses including 

https://www.theguardian.com/business/2022/nov/02/uk-food-prices-soar-by-fastest-rate-on-record-as-cost-of-living-crisis-bites
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Andy Clarke, the former Chief Executive of the supermarket chain Asda, 
Richard Walker, the Managing Director of Iceland Foods and Sue Davies, 
the Head of Food Policy at the consumer group Which?

Meanwhile, Ruth Gregory, Deputy Chief UK Economist at Capital 
Economics, told BBC Radio 4’s Today Programme in September 2021: “In 
particular, we are now seeing the effects of higher global shipping costs and 
shortages of staff driving up food price inflation.”

Notice that the one thing missing here is Brexit. Let’s just remind ourselves 
that during a speech in London on April 18th 2016 David Cameron warned: 

“Prices would go 
up, and so would 
the cost of living for 
families.” To which 
Nigel Farage retorted: 
“Over the course of 
the next few years, 
as we start to make 
our own trade deals, 
we’ll be able to buy 
cheaper food from 
around the world. I 
think food prices will 

come down, and I think that’s one of the benefits of leaving the European 
Union” (BBC, June 2, 2016).

The fact is that leaving the European Union has increased costs for British 
producers and hence for consumers (you and me, in other words). If we 
just concentrate on dairy products, half of our cheese is imported, most of 
it from the EU, 75% of butter, 80% of milk powder and 20% of yoghurts 
are all EU imports. A study by the London School of Economics found that 

https://www.thedairysite.com/news/58435/brexit-added-6-to-british-food-bills-researchers-2
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the UK was paying 6% more for consumer goods as a result of Brexit.

Meanwhile, that free trading model which Brexit supporters were so keen 
on seems to be taking a little bit of time to come to pass. As of December 
2021, according to the National Audit Office, they amounted to a number of 
deals with Europe (all of them with worse terms than we had previously) and 
agreements in principle with Australia and New Zealand. The telling phrase in 
the NAO’s press release was: “If signed, the UK’s agreement with Australia will 
add up to 0.02% (to GDP each year).” If signed.

This takes the biscuit
Unlike my Dad, I always preferred a cup of tea and a biscuit mid-morning. But 
even my morning dunk has risen by a massive 41% in under a year. A pack of 
Belmont Digestives at Aldi would have cost 39p last May, but now I have to 
hand over 55p. 

On May 15th a pack of
digestive biscuits cost

39p 
at Aldi.

By March 11th they 
had increased to  

55p 

A rise of 
41%

in less than a 
year

I should be clear here. Food prices 
would have risen if we had 
stayed in the EU. But Brexit 
has been a disaster for the 
UK, not just in terms of 
higher prices but in the 
damage it has done to the 
country’s reputation. Far 
from heralding an era of 
free trade prosperity and the 
ability, as some on the left keep 
telling me, to nationalise various 
industries, it has resulted in the average 
Brit paying more for food, and also seeing their opportunities diminished. 
We have seen this week how the Tory Government is quite prepared to flout 
international law in order to bring in legislation aimed at refugees. They are 
clearly gearing up to remove the Human Rights Act which they, wrongly, 
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imply was imposed by Strasbourg which they brand as, “at odds with the will 
of Parliament or British values more generally.”. They have already ensured that 
British citizens have the least liberal trade union laws outside of North Korea. 

Even if we had stayed in the EU, some of these things would have happened, but 
international reputation would have softened the blow and kept us on an even 
keel with our European neighbours.

Socialist Europe
The European Union is not, and I certainly 
have never claimed it was, a socialist utopia. 
Prices are rising there too, union rights are 
under attack, the war in Ukraine has been 
used to foster anti-Russian sentiment and 
refugees are no more welcome in most of 
the EU than they are here. But it is our 
closest trading partner and these price 
rises tell us that, even in an international 
recession, that they would have cushioned 
the blow.

If you are poor and struggling to get by, 
being told that you are no longer part 
of the neo-liberal EU is likely to be less 

impressive than being told that you could 
knock a couple of quid off your weekly shop. Principles matter to socialists, but 
so should practical considerations. We should not sacrifice our fellow citizens, 
even as they lemming-like chose to believe the likes of Nigel Farage, in order 
to preserve our ideological purity. Of course, we cannot return to the EU; at 
least not on the same terms as previously. But there seems to be a conspiracy of 
silence regarding the impact of that fateful decision on our subsequent descent 
into greater poverty. It is a conspiracy which some on the left are very happy to 
support.

The EU flag is not red, but blue. Nobody thinks 

they are socialist

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-64907772?at_bbc_team=editorial&at_link_type=web_link&at_link_id=994157E6-BF2E-11ED-8139-E1EE39E5AB7B&at_ptr_name=twitter&at_format=link&at_medium=social&at_campaign=Social_Flow&at_campaign_type=owned&at_link_origin=BBCNews
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Jeremy Hunt’s budget was high on hope and low on concrete steps 
to solve the cost of living crisis. As we pointed out on Thursday, 
this was a “budget for the rich” masquerading as something for 

everybody. 

The headline grabbing measures were predicated upon an optimistic 

Cost of Living - Budget 
Statement

Dave Middleton

expectation of inflation falling to 2.9% by 
the end of this year. Of course, 

this time last year they were 
predicting that inflation 
would peak at 8%. 

I believe they also 
predicted that 
Grimsby Town would 
win the FA Cup, 

which could yet prove to 
be the more likely of the two 

(okay, I made the second one 
up, they never predicted that at all, 

but it could well come a step closer this 
afternoon!) Our prediction is that, unless 

Jeremy Hunt - 

pleased to steal from the poor to give to the 

rich. Image courtesy of Howard Lake from 

Colchester, UK via Wikimedia Commons

the Government changes fiscal policy, inflation is likely to fall by only a very small 
amount. For those struggling with fuel bills, giving the greedy energy companies 
the green light to increase the average bill to “only” £2,500 a year, will have no 
impact at all apart from making it more likely that poor households will not be 
able to afford heat and lighting. We should recall that until January 2022 the 
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average bill was around £1,200. You don’t have to possess a maths degree to 
see that it has more than doubled.

Corporation Tax Muddle
Raising Corporation Tax to 25%, described by one BBC reporter as “the 
biggest it’s ever been”, should not fool anybody. In 2019, when Labour 
announced a rise in Corporation Tax to 26 %, we were told that it would 
drive businesses out of the country. We might ask where is the moral panic in 
the media this time? Even at 25% it will place the UK in the middle of the 
corporation tax rate chart, and is only marginally above the 23% average for 
Europe. For the benefit of the BBC, whose “experts” seem incapable of even 
doing a Google search, until 2011 the Corporation Tax rate in the UK was 
above 25%. Indeed in 1983 the Thatcher Government set the rate at 50%.

Department for

Wickedness and Persecution

Charter to Harass the Vulnerable
The most worrying aspect of this budget, however, is that it is a charter for the 
DWP to harass and victimise some of the most vulnerable members of our 
society. Reducing benefits to force people into jobs for which they either lack the 

qualifications or which 
are in a completely 
different part of the 
country from where 
they live will have the 

support of Daily Mail readers, for whom cruelty is the default setting, but will 
do nothing to redress the majority of the 1.1 million job vacancies currently on 
the books. Does anybody outside the Westminster Bubble think it is morally 
acceptable to starve people into jobs which are so poorly paid they end up 
worse off than if they stay on benefits?

The Westminster Bubble has shown itself, yet again, to be out of touch, both 
with the global economic crisis which they blithely ignore and the victims of 
that crisis whom they victimise even further.
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FEEDBACK FEEDBACK 
Edited by Mike Stanton

Dave Middleton’s series on the future of Socialism and Richard Purdie’s article on 
Ukraine generated the most debate and comment this week. Your feedback always 
makes us think and helps to shape our future content. So keep it coming!

Labour turns screw on the left  Published February 28th 2023

Great article.  I had not realised that right wing Labour had been so specific about 
the organisations they feel challenged by! I think this needs shouting widely. Always 
good to get these emails, many thanks.

Ray Gibson

Windsor Framework Ties Labour in Knots  Published March 1st 2023

Well put. We have been victims of the ERG and DUP intransigence for too long. 
And Starmer has chosen a Tory-lite route to government which, as you say here, puts 
him on a collision course with his previously stated ‘pledges’ or the recent ‘mission’, 
both of which he will junk for a whiff of power. What an unsavoury choice voters 
have at the next election. Compared to Starmer, Sunak is a paragon of honesty and 
consistency.

Frances Kay

Very clear thank you

Malcolm Goodwill

Great article. Totally agree Sunak has outplayed not only the ERG but also the Labour 
Party on question of N Ire deal. Starmer has boxed himself into a corner over Europe. 
Unfortunately, as you say, the DUP will continue to play power games over running 
Stormont and don’t really care about the wider community. 

Maureen Hamill

https://creatingsocialism.org/labour-turns-on-left/
https://creatingsocialism.org/windsor-framework-ties-labour-in-knots/
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Death by a thousand leaks Published March 2nd 2023

As usual, a succinct collation of the relevant facts.  Thank you

Jeanne

Socialism in 2023 (Part One) Published March 3rd 2023

I found that quite a challenging piece and I would like to address myself to your 
comment in which you said that:

“One thing that both Tory and Shadow Labour are united (on is that) the final say in 
how the public sector is run must be with government ministers and not the workers 
who give their lives to providing services for others or the public who rely on their 
sacrifice”.

Heaven knows we have seen plenty of examples of MPs serving themselves rather 
than the people who voted them in.  But in a properly run government with ethical 
standards and integrity (I know it’s quite a high bar) their purpose is to fairly and 
equitably distribute the scarce resources available to them. This means that not all 
workers or large groups of the public will get what they want. Consultation with these 
people of course is right but the final say must rest with the government. 

Steve Priestly

The real problem facing the revolutionary left is its splits, arguing over theories, 
tactics, leadership cults and historical events, none of them lived through? We should 
be regrouping around a simple programme, mutual aid, education and a central 
publication. Local socialists must get together, talk together, act together. Corbyn 
proved there are 500,000 people willing to join a socialist movement, there are 
thousands of us isolated and alone.

Nigel Thomas

A very good article but it does have a rather depressing implication. If it’s ‘revolution 
or nothing’, then we’re really looking at nothing. There’s no real hope of a socialist 
revolution any time soon, and when things get bad enough for a revolution, the far 
right are likely to be better positioned for that moment than the left.

Luke Andreski

https://creatingsocialism.org/death-thousand-leaks/
https://creatingsocialism.org/socialism-part-1/
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Socialism in 2023(Part Two) Published March 10th 2023

Thought provoking as always.  I disagree with you about Marx’s dictum “from each 
according to their ability, to each according to their need”.  It is a pithy sentence 
that says more about a value system than any number of Starmer’s utterances.  It is a 
“What” that needs then to be debated to produce a “How”.  No doubt there would 
be plenty of alternative “Hows,” but would they be so contentious if they were all 
designed to meet the “What”?  There are ways of making decisions that are rational, 
e.g. I seem to remember a housing points system. 

And with regard to “according to their ability” we have surely now reached a point 
where inequality is staring us in the face and it doesn’t take much to see who has the 
ability to pay.

Steve Priestley

No More Theory Any More Published February 13th 2023

Very good! I agree with you about the importance of theory. One of the problems 
with reading & understanding theory, especially Marx & Engels, is that their writings 
tend to presuppose a prior level of knowledge which most of us do not have. Also I 
think there has been a myth built up around Marx/Engels’ works that it is so difficult 
that w-class people will be unable to understand it. Of course this is rubbish. In 
Manchester, Marx’s Capital was known as the working class Bible! All these theories 
were written for working people to read & act on; Marx & Engels had confidence in 
the intellectual abilities of workers. And on this point they were 100% correct.

Not only theory but a general historical education for Socialists (me included) is 
required, if we are to win arguments against our opponents. I would love to see a 
renaissance of w-class education, on the same lines as the Chartist Sunday Schools & 
the numerous reading groups established for w-class. I’m in Manchester so if anyone 
has a similar view I’d love to hear from you. Don’t bother if you are in or support the 
Labour Party!

Geraldine Priestley

 Media turn up the heat on refugees Published March 9th 2023

I’m horrified by the language and tone used by the government and the press! At a time 
of great financial challenge and threat to the health services, there is deliberate fear-

https://creatingsocialism.org/socialism-in-2023-part-2/
https://creatingsocialism.org/no-more-theory-anymore/
http://reatingsocialism.org/media-turn-up-the-heat-on-refugees/
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mongering in using inhumane terms like ‘overrun’ and ‘overwhelmed’ when talking of 
people in desperate need risking their lives to reach Britain.

Linda Ferguson

It’s Putin’s War … isn’t it? Published March 6th 2023

Very well explained, unlike the MSM propaganda that is incessantly shoved into our 
ears and eyes. No mention there of the Ukrainian purge of Russian speakers, nor the 
fact that their President Zelensky couldn’t speak Ukrainian, only Russian, when he 
was elected. There is a lot more to this story than the west are letting on. (US blew up 
the pipelines)

Geoff Hughes

Finally a thoughtful dissection of the root causes of the war, thank you!

Galena Green

Very detailed and informative. I am so glad to see the truth emerging from the morass 
of lies in every one of media sources.

Mary Bloggs

Very good. Shame people like short answers like ‘Putin evil’.

Nigel Thomas

Thank you for this article. It is not a topic that I have paid particular attention to, and 
I know I should have. I would like to see a Q&A article with an opposing viewpoint

Steve Priestley

EDITOR’S NOTE.
In response to Steve Priestley, we did receive a long response with an opposing 
viewpoint. We will not be printing it because it misrepresented Richard’s article and 
used some intemperate and insulting language. However it did summarise many of 
the talking points of those who oppose Stop the War and believe we have to defeat 
Russia. The team at Critical Mass will respond to those points in a Q&A style article 
in the near future.

https://creatingsocialism.org/its-putins-war-isnt-it/
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Ivor Hartley Nicholls – 1923-2005 – 
Artist, Poet and Railway Guard

My brother and I recently re-discovered my father’s poems, one of which 
is reptoduced on the opposite page, which he wrote throughout his life.  
They reflect his views on war, poverty, exploitation, class and inequality.  
Underpinning them is a burning resentment towards a class system that 
he saw as having affected the lives of so many of his generation. He 
railed against the waste of talent and opportunity.

His was not a traditional working class upbringing.  He had been born, 
as one of six, to a Cardiff businessman and well known sportsman.  His 
father had played rugby for Wales on numerous occasions, and he was 
the first Chairman of the Welsh F.A.  However, he lost everything in 
1926 and his second family were thrown into poverty.  

Maybe my father’s politics were formed, not only by his experiences of 
deprivation and witnessing first-hand the huge waste of talent among 
his siblings and friends, but he couldn’t have helped but notice how 
his father’s first family prospered.  Here was a microcosm of the class 
system. They became doctors and lawyers, he and his siblings couldn’t 
even afford to take up their places at the local grammar school.

Re-reading these poems, I couldn’t help but notice how little had changed 
in the intervening years.
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Memories of times gone 
past

Marilyn Tyzack
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Silence in Class

Ivor Hartley Nicholls
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CAMPAIGNS
Protest and Survive
Being a socialist means taking 
a stand. 

On these pages we highlight 
organisations that are 
campaigning for truth, justice 
and fairness. 

Not all of them are socialist 
in outlook, but all contain 
socialists within them. All of 
them oppose the worst excesses 
of capitialism.

It is not always possible for 
people to attend demonstrations 
but if you can we urge you to 
do so.

If you cannot do so, then use 
your social media accounts to 
support these groups and if you 
spare cash they can all do with 
a donation.

If you are interested in these 
demos or in the groups that 
organise them just click on the 
images and they should take 
you to their pages.

https://www.stopwar.org.uk/
https://thepeoplesassembly.org.uk/about/
https://signal.group/#CjQKIPyeowGS1LBCCiWVRj-fM_qc7SKfgFYwlWmJYXz2-6ipEhA6u1GAvnHP-5Kyf6HMeNGs
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CAMPAIGNS

https://flightfree.co.uk/
https://twitter.com/Pal_action
https://extinctionrebellion.uk/the-big-one/#tell-me-more
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/iraq-20-years-on-a-war-that-should-never-have-happened-tickets-570598985927
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MIKE STANTON’S
LEFT OVERS

‘Burning The Books’
‘Putin’s War’ is a 
deliberate attempt 
to personalise the conflict in Ukraine. It is all down to Putin’s evil intent and any 
attempt to understand the historical background makes you one of ‘Putin’s Puppets’.

Putin is evil and so was Hitler. But nobody would argue that Hitler was the sole cause 
of Nazism and the horrors of World War II. Most historians accept that the ruinous 
settlement imposed on Germany at the Treaty of Versailles fed the resentment that 
Hitler exploited during his rise to power. But that was a hundred years ago. We are 
allowed to reflect on the past. But in the heat of the battle for Ukraine every outrage 
is just seen as another example of Putin’s unprecedented savagery and attempts to 
understand the situation are (deliberately?) misunderstood as seeking to excuse it.

The latest instance is the attack on Ukrainian 
language and culture as evidenced by 
the looting of museums in Kherson and 
the destruction of libraries. Oleksandr 
Tkachenko, Ukraine’s culture minister, 
says this is not a side effect of the war. It is 
deliberate cultural genocide that continues 
an age old history of cultural repression and 
Russification in Ukraine.

But this culture war is not unique to Russia. 
In ‘Burning the Books’ (2020), Richard 
Ovenden, head of the Bodleian Library, 
describes how libraries have been targeted in 
many wars. Wiping out a country’s cultural 
capital and destroying its sense of history 
has always been a central strategy in wars of 
conquest.

Burning books is an attempt to delegitimise a 

people. Image couresy of mikael altemark from 

Stockholm, Sweden,  via Wikimedia Commons
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When Britain went to war with the fledgling United States of America (1812-
1814) they burned down the Library of Congress in Washington. A hundred years 
later the German Army invaded Belgium and burned down the library at Louvain 
University. The Library was rebuilt, only to be targeted again in 1940 by the 
Luftwaffe and bombed to destruction. At the same time the Nazis created a special 
department  to confiscate all Jewish literature. If it was wanted by the antisemitic 
Institute for the Study of the Jewish Question, it was preserved. Otherwise it was 
destroyed.

Cultural Genocide
Cultural genocide was a feature of the war between Serbia and Bosnia in 1992. Serbian 
forces targeted the National and University Library of Bosnia and Herzegovina in 
Sarajevo with incendiary bombs and used snipers and shellfire to target firefighters 
and librarians trying to save the books.

These libraries contained not just literature and knowledge. They often housed the 
archives of government and important constitutional and historical documents. In 
the age of empire, colonial powers kept extensive archives, which they often did not 
wish to share with the colonies when they won independence.

Britain was one of the worst offenders, if only because it had the biggest empire. For 
years the Foreign Office tried to keep these archives a secret and refused access to 
them. Now they are part of the National Archive and available to scholars. But they 
do not tell the whole story. Many of the archives from Malaysia were deliberately 
destroyed to hide the racist behaviour of the colonial power. Just before Kenya’s 
independence in 1963 there was a bonfire of records that documented the brutal 
suppression of the Mau Mau insurgency.

It is not all gloom however. Ovenden records the heroism of librarians, members of 
the public and Jewish slave workers risking their lives to save books and documents 
from destruction, and his book mounts a vigorous defence of the role of libraries 
in the preservation of knowledge. It is also bang up to date with accounts of how 
modern states try to control the narrative and demonise their rivals for political 
advantage. In this context “Burning the Books: A History of Knowledge Under 
Attack” is an important and necessary book.
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Disconnected and 
stressed
Ann Marcial

Some people appear to have a condition which they feel increasingly 
with regard to their political views. They are describing this 
condition as feeling stressed. I describe stress as the gap between 

your expectations and what you are able to achieve.  It is a physiological, 
psychological and physical state and it can cause severe health problems 
if it is ongoing.  Some stress is fine, as it can motivate you to ‘get things 
done’. 
I have never been aware of this situation being described as stress before. I know 
of people who have found trying to complete tasks in a highly charged and busy 
Constituency Labour Party (CLP) say they are stressed by the work or role. Never 
have I heard this in relation to voting for a political party. I believe it’s a new related 
condition now associated with politics; it would be an interesting hypothesis to 
research.   

People in this state have no idea who to vote for, nor are they feeling that any party 
is fulfilling all their political needs.  Now we know that most of us, when deciding 
to vote, will look at a party and ask ourselves whether the majority of that party’s 
policies are likely to be just, benefit humanity, and also whether they are in alignment 
with our values? Now people are really struggling regarding their positions and it 
is torturous to see this dilemma, people struggling to find the party they would 
vote for in elections. Some people even saying they won’t vote, even if they have 
been strong supporters of ‘It’s our duty to vote’. People died so we could have the 
vote. The people in this situation are those from the left, people who have become 
politically homeless. Some were expelled from the Labour Party due to their support 
for Palestine, trumped up charges of antisemitism, or have left in disgust because 
they see injustice at the heart of the leader and his gang.  There are also many people 
on the left who feel that the Labour Party offers nothing that resembles socialism, so 
will not join. 

The above is my opinion, my experience, the opinion and experience of my comrades.


