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What we think about 
Labour’s anti-socialist 

campaign

In 2015-2017 thousands flocked to join the Labour Party 
led by Jeremy Corbyn. This seemed a special moment in the 
history of the party, as for the first time since 1983 (which 

coincidentally was the year Corbyn first entered the House of 
Commons) that the party was led by an avowed socialist and 
peace campaigner.

Of course Corbyn was widely expected to get trounced at the polls, 
and Labour’s right were waiting to oust him at the first sign of failure. 
Everything was progressing well for the right, but a few fine details 
eluded them. Membership of the party suddenly exceeded anything 
seen previously, and by 2017 Labour was the biggest political party in 
Europe. These new members were, unlike many existing members, full 
of enthusiasm and idealism. A new organisation, Momentum, sprung 
up to coordinate activity on the ground. The Tories, led by Theresa May, 
sensed blood and called an early General Election. They retained power, 
but the election saw them lose seats and, to the utter dismay of the 
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Parliamentary Labour Party, gave Labour its best electoral performance since 
1997 and the Blair landslide.

At this, Labour’s right and the massed ranks of the British media went 
into overdrive. Dozens of stories were printed which painted Corbyn as an 
authoritarian in the pay of the Czech secret service, as a bully, as weak, as 
an ally of terrorists, as incapable of leading a government. But, as is now 
history, the slur that really hit was the one that labelled a life-long anti-racist 
as antisemitic, based on his support for Palestine. 

Allies of Corbyn, including Ken Livingstone, Jackie Walker, Marc Waddington 
and Chris Williamson were targeted for alleged (and unproven) antisemitism. 
Jewish Labour supporters who were not Zionists were targeted and many 
found themselves on the wrong side of disciplinary proceedings. 

Keir Starmer appeared on numerous occasions on platforms with Jeremy 
Corbyn, basking in the reflected glory of a leader who was able to wow 
young people at Glastonbury. Behind his back Starmer was sharpening his 
knives.

In 2019 Labour, led still by Corbyn, received over 10 million votes, over 1 
million more than that of Ed Miliband in 2015. But the loss of seats, most 
prominently in the Red Wall of Northern England, meant that this has been 
rewritten as Labour’s worst election result in 45 years. The reasons for the 
loss are complex but certainly implicated was a Brexit position developed by 
Corbyn’s eventual successor -Starmer.

It did not take long for the Zionists now controlling Labour to cave in to an 
incredibly biased report from the EHRC which, whilst never calling Corbyn 
an antisemite, gave them all the evidence they needed to remove the whip 
and suspend his party membership.

It was not just Corbyn of course. Hundreds of ordinary party members 
found themselves caught up in this purge. The intention was clear. Starmer 
intended to finish the work started under Kinnock. Finally, the Labour Party 
would be clear of anybody expressing socialist beliefs. This week we have 
seen the final act, as the EHRC removed the party from special measures, 
and Sir Keir used the behind-a-paywall Times to declare the party a socialist 
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free area.

Starmer has an ideological aversion to socialism which runs far deeper than his 
obvious personal animosity toward Jeremy Corbyn. But it is not just Starmer. His 
actions as leader are consistent with a set of beliefs that have always existed in the 
Labour Party. The difference is that under Starmer the previous accommodation 
with the left has been swept aside. You are either with me or you can leave, is the 
clear and unambiguous message from this Blairite soundalike.

Starmer’s latest act of aggression toward Corbyn is not the act of one man toward a 
rival. One thing nobody will ever accuse Starmer of is bravery. No, this is the act of 
a group of entitled individuals who believe that it is their right to govern in exactly 
the same way as members of the Conservative Party believe that it is theirs. This is 
not a group of people doing all they can to raise the living standards of those they 
represent or take forward a class that has been historically exploited. This is the act 
of a group of people who want power for power's sake and see principles and ethics 
as unavoidable collateral damage in that single-minded and dogged pursuit. 

House of Lords by William Heath, Public domain, via 

Wikimedia Commons

Capitalism may have no answers to the 
climate crisis, the cost of living crisis or 
the democracy deficit, but this will not 
worry Starmer and his acolytes because it 
has the answers they crave. Starmer, and 
his obsequious cronies Reeves, Ashworth, 
Mandelson etc are all destined for the House 
of Lords where they can continue to use fine rhetoric about justice, whilst their 
actions show them to be self-interested, self-         promoting and thoroughly devoid 
of the political compassion and commitment of the man they have chosen to, in 
Lisa Nandy's words "destroy as a man". 

Some will argue that the left should remain in Labour to fight for its socialist 
soul. We say Labour has, over a period of time, severed any links to the working 
class and is now firmly in the hands of a parvenu whose only interest is their own 
aggrandisement. If you are a socialist, you will not be leaving Labour because it has 
long since left you.
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MIKE STANTON

If you were forced into exile for your socialist beliefs, where would you go? My first 
thought was New Zealand because we have family there. But I have been shamed 
by my comrades at the Sunday Socialist who would rather stay and fight or take 
refuge in Scotland or Ireland from whence they could continue the struggle. So I 
will go to Ireland instead and try to trace my grandfather’s birth certificate in order 
to get dual citizenship. Then I can devote myself to the class struggle in Ireland 
while awaiting an opportunity to return to Britain.

JO BUCHANAN

No surprise we’re being exiled. Where will my mates go? That’s important. I want 
to be in a city, to have the opportunity to be involved in things but also anonymity. 
Diversity is vital, as is public transport. I love mountains and the sea, so I’ll need 
access to them, and city stations are exciting places, with trains leaving for all over 
the country. 

I’ve narrowed my choice to 2 cities – Nice and Glasgow. France or Scotland? 
France can be irresistible, and Nice has a glorious coastline and the Alps inland 
but is far too hot.

Scotland seems to be beckoning, and the dramatic weather is never dull. The 
Scots are funny, hospitable and generous. Glasgow, with its amazing architecture, 
pulsates with life and has been named ‘the vegan capital of the UK’. It was declared 
a UNESCO City of Music. Trains from Glasgow take you to the mountains and 
islands, some of the most stunning places on the planet, and you can reach the 
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island of Arran, ‘Scotland in miniature’, in just over 2 hours.

The national poet of Scotland, Rabbie Burns, was a radical and, despite some 
inconsistencies in his views, opposed slavery and the monarchy and promoted 
human rights and democracy. I will find plenty of political activity, with a history 
of heroes, from Keir Hardie to the passionate and eloquent Jimmy Reid to the 
outspoken Margo MacDonald. So, with a strong socialist tradition in Scotland, 
I believe it is a place for socialists to feel at home. I hope they’ll have me.

A TAROT READING BY FIAT KNOX

This week’s question is “The Government has finally noticed us and has made 
us an illegal organisation, forcing us into exile. Given a choice, which country 
would you prefer to go to and why?”

Which “us” do you mean? I’m a part of more than one group which has been 
illegal in history. Welsh speakers? The LGBTQIA+ communities? Pagans? We’ve 
been illegal, but none of us has ever left. We are all still here.

Here. I’ll do you a little Tarot reading. We have the Ten of Pentacles, the Ten of 
Cups, Strength, the Six of Wands, and Justice.

The Ten of Pentacles suggests a solid foundation. This is the past from which we 
spring; solidity, prosperity, community. The Ten of Cups is our immediate past, 
a sense of happiness, contentment, and community spirit.

Strength in the centre is what we have at the present moment – quiet, patient, 
yet unstoppable.

This is followed by the Six of Wands, the triumph card. With self-confidence, we 
can overcome and triumph. The whole community benefits.

Lastly, Justice, the ultimate future. Justice is the sword which is not swayed 
by bribes or distractions, and which seeks fairness and restitution following 
injustice.

The whole reading shows that we can do more for the country by defying the 
illegal occupying Tories and staying put. Forget exile. We live here. It’s the Tories 
who need to be exiled.
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DAVE MIDDLETON

Unless they are forcing me onto a plane or boat, I am staying here. If the Government 
thinks we are worth exiling, then it is presumably because people are taking notice 
of our message. Faced with the reality of a social system in terminal decline – and 
what that would mean for them personally – and, having tried reformism in all its 
glory, it will have become obvious to millions of people that things need to change. 
We need to be here (by ‘we’ I mean the anti-reformist left) to ensure that the 
conversation does not lead back to the same tired old political solutions that leave 
millions in poverty and the planet rapidly becoming uninhabitable for human life. 
The very fact that they want us out of the way suggests that they know the game 
is up. Working class people will sense that too. But the vultures of the right will 
seek to encourage internal division, whilst the jackals of the ‘left’ will offer only 
cut-price capitalism.  We stay to fight fascism on the streets and reformism through 
our arguments. And these will be fights we cannot lose.

@ETHICALRENEWAL

I have been fortunate to have visited many interesting places. In Nepal Tibetan 
refugees complained about being treated as slaves. In Cuba young women were 
desperately trying to sell their bodies to make end meets. In Nicaragua there is no 
distinction between organised crime and the government. In Cambodia there is 
deep trauma after Pol Pot, and in India (a place where a quarter of all humanity 
living under democracy reside) there are huge problems of sectarianism. If I was 
exiled, none of these places would appeal and it would be a brave person to move 
there if they are politically active.

Assuming Scotland continues to fail to break away, I would choose Ireland, 
suspecting the Irish would welcome refugees from the former colonial state. They 
would almost certainly provide overt and covert support.

A lot of the attraction of Ireland is its proximity to the homeland and the language, 
but also the treatment of the Irish by the British state means that there is the 
possibility of building alliances to continue the fight. There is also the issue of the 
North of Ireland and working towards its re-integration into the mother country. 
This would be particularly satisfying for an exile from England.
Next week: Given the opportunity to remove Starmer from office and trigger an emergency Labour 

leadership election, what would you do to get Labour back to the levels of popularity pre 2019, and 

stop this corruption and rot from ever harming the Labour Party again.
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Compiled by Susie Granic
Israel legalises settler outposts

In what will come as a shock to very few people, but should be 
internationally condemned, Israel’s far-right cabinet has approved the 
legalisation of nine illegal settler outposts in the occupied West Bank. 
The Palestinian foreign ministry said in a statement last Sunday that 
the latest decision crossed “all red lines” and undermined the revival of 
“the peace process”. And Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s office 
said on Sunday that even more housing units are likely to be built in 
separate existing illegal settlements. More than half a million Israelis 
live in more than 200 settlements built on Palestinian land. This is 
considered illegal under international laws.

Another Blairite selected to run in Scotland

The Labour Party continues in its active bid to rid itself of socialists, 
with Blair and Brown-era cabinet minister, Douglas Alexander, being 
selected to challenge for a seat in Scotland in the next election. He will 
be competing for the seat of East Lothian. This was previously a Labour-
held seat which was won by the SNP in 2019 with a majority of 3,886. 
However, the MP, Kenny MacAskill, has since joined the Alba Party. 
Mr Alexander also co-chaired David Miliband’s leadership campaign. 
When Ed Miliband became the party’s leader, Alexander was elected 
to the Shadow Cabinet and was made the Shadow Secretary of State 
for Work and Pensions. Towards the end of 2013, he was appointed by 
Miliband as the party’s Chair of General Election Strategy (and didn’t 
that go well?). In 2015, his was among the 40 seats lost by Labour in 
Scotland. The SNP’s Mhairi Black beat him.

16-year-old Brianna Ghey murdered

Two 15-year-olds, a boy and a girl, have been arrested on suspicion 
of murdering 16-year-old Brianna Ghey last Saturday. Brianna, from 
Birchwood in Warrington, Cheshire, was found by members of the 
public as she lay wounded on a path in Linear Park, Culcheth, at 
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around 3.13pm on 11th February after being stabbed. In a statement, her family 
said: “She was a larger-than-life character who would leave a lasting impression 
on all that met her. Brianna was beautiful, witty, and hilarious. Brianna was 
strong, fearless, and one of a kind.” Brianna was transgender, but police said 
there is no evidence to suggest her death was a hate crime and are asking for 
people to come forward with any information they may have.

Renters leaving London at highest rate in a decade

Renters are leaving London at the highest rate in a decade, according to 
research carried out by estate agent, Hamptons. In 2022, 40% of tenants who 
were moving home chose to leave the capital, and that was up from 28% 10 
years ago. The 90,370 tenants leaving London last year compares to 62,210 
homeowners moving out. This is the opposite to what happened in 2021 when 
more homeowners than renters left London. Not surprisingly, this has been 
attributed to rising rents in the capital. People are looking further afield for 
cheaper rents. The number of tenants leaving London is expected to continue 
rising as rent prices increase.

Forced to give up pets in cost of living crisis

It’s not just high rents hitting people. Many began giving up their pets to cope 
with the rising cost of living about two years ago, but they are doing so now at 
a much higher rate. By August of last year, The Dogs Trust had taken 15,000 
calls from people asking about the process of rehoming their pet. That figure 
was up 54 per cent from 2021 and the highest since the charity’s contact centre 
opened in 2014. Now the Scottish SPCA has said it received more than 4,000 
calls to its helpline last year from people inquiring about giving up their pet, 
more than three times as many as in 2021. It said the majority of callers cited 
financial issues, including vet bills as their main issue. The charity said some 
people were having to choose between feeding themselves or their animal, or 
were considering giving their pet up as the cost-of-living crisis bites harder.

https://creatingsocialism.org/subscribe/


February 19th 2023

10

W
O

R
K

ER
S 

U
N

IT
ED

W
O

R
K

ER
S 

U
N

IT
ED

TRADE UNION CAMPAIGNS

Compiled by Susie Granic

Sellafield workers vote to strike

Hundreds of Sellafield cleaners have voted to strike. More than three 
hundred workers employed by Mitie at the nuclear power plant have 
said they are ready to take industrial action. Bosses had promised to up 
workers’ pay from November last year to help with the cost of living 
crisis. Now they have gone back on their word and say a pay rise will only 
be paid from April, six months later. Workers and GMB representatives 
will meet in the coming days to discuss strike dates. 

https://www.gmb.org.uk/news/sellafield-workers-vote-strike

Amazon workers to walk out again

Amazon workers have announced a week-long strike at the company’s 
Coventry warehouse. More than 350 staff at the West Midland fulfilment 
centre will walk out on 28th February, 2nd March and from 13th to 17th 
March. The staff at Coventry workers were the first Amazon workers in 
the UK to strike when they went out on 25th January in their fight for 
£15 per hour. 

https://www.gmb.org.uk/news/amazon-workers-announce-week-long-
strike-0

NHS domestic workers balloted

The GMB, the NHS union, has been balloting its members employed 
by outsourcing conglomerate ISS across South London and Maudsley 
NHS Trust from 15th February. The members work as domestics 
and hostesses across the trust’s hospital sites, which include Maudsley 
Hospital, Bethlem Royal Hospital, the Ladywell Unit at Lewisham 
Hospital and Lambeth Hospital. The dispute centres around pay, but 

https://www.gmb.org.uk/news/sellafield-workers-vote-strike
https://www.gmb.org.uk/news/amazon-workers-announce-week-long-strike-0
https://www.gmb.org.uk/news/amazon-workers-announce-week-long-strike-0
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also reflects that the workers are on a number of different contracts and want parity of 
pay terms and conditions with each other and with NHS colleagues. Helen O’Connor, 
GMB Regional Organiser, said: “Hard working GMB members…want to be valued 
properly and they know that this will be reflected in their pay and conditions and in 
the way they are treated and are angry that ISS is kicking their very reasonable pay 
claim into the long grass. GMB is calling on the trust and ISS to invest in meals and 
cleaning by putting a significant offer on the table so that staff can be retained and 
services can be protected for the patients within SLaM.”

https://www.gmb.org.uk/news/south-london-hospitals-next-line-gmb-nhs-strike-
action

Targeted strikes for Scotland’s teachers

Scotland’s largest teaching union has rejected the latest pay offer from the Scottish 
Government and councils. EIS General Secretary Andrea Bradley called the proposal 
“another inadequate offer to Scotland’s teachers”. The union said it would proceed with 
planned strike action. The latest offer involved a 6% pay rise in the current year and 
a further 5.5% in the new financial year, which starts in April. However, the EIS said 
the 6% rise for 2022-23 was insufficient, as inflation is currently at 10.5%. Targeted 
strikes begin next week with two days of national strike action for all members on 
Tuesday 28th February and Wednesday 1st March. There will be a further 20 days 
of rolling strike action between 13th March and 21st April 2023. These dates will be 
added in due course. 

https://www.eis.org.uk/campaigns/payattention

RMT will ballot members again “soon”

The RMT rejected the latest offers from both Network Rail and the train operating 
companies and will be balloting members again “soon”. Following an in-depth 
consultation with every level of the union involved in the national rail dispute, the NEC 
decided to reject both offers on the basis that they do not meet members’ expectations 
on pay, job security or working conditions. The union has also made it clear that it 
is seeking an unconditional pay offer, a job security agreement and no detrimental 
changes being imposed on members’ terms, conditions and working practices. The 
union sees Network Rail’s plans for maintenance as unsafe, unhealthy for members 
and unworkable and will seek further meetings with Network Rail and RDG in order 
to work towards a negotiated settlement.

https://www.gmb.org.uk/news/south-london-hospitals-next-line-gmb-nhs-strike-action
https://www.gmb.org.uk/news/south-london-hospitals-next-line-gmb-nhs-strike-action
https://www.eis.org.uk/campaigns/payattention
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https://www.rmt.org.uk/news/rmt-rejects-rail-industry-offers/

UCU to re-ballot members

The University and College Union (UCU) has confirmed it will again ballot 70,000 
members to allow industrial action to continue in universities for the rest of the 
academic year, if employers refuse to meet staff demands over pay, conditions and 
pensions. The union made the announcement after confirming that strike action 
would go ahead last week at 150 universities. Vice-chancellors have been urged 
to ‘come out of hiding’ and use the sector’s ‘vast wealth’ to resolve the disputes. 
Under anti-trade union laws, industrial action mandates must be refreshed every six 
months. The union served notice to employers for the re-ballot earlier today with 
ballot papers arriving on doorsteps from 22nd February.

https://www.ucu.org.uk/article/12786/UCU-launches-reballot-as-it-confirms-
strikes-to-go-ahead-this-week

Alarichall, CC BY-SA 4.0 <https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0>, via Wikimedia Commons

Teodora is currently unwell and we wish her well and hope she will be back soon. In 
the meantime thanks to Susie who stepped in at short notice to compile this page.

https://www.rmt.org.uk/news/rmt-rejects-rail-industry-offers/
https://www.ucu.org.uk/article/12786/UCU-launches-reballot-as-it-confirms-strikes-to-go-ahead-this-week
https://www.ucu.org.uk/article/12786/UCU-launches-reballot-as-it-confirms-strikes-to-go-ahead-this-week
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Cost of living: work and 
happiness

Dave Middleton

WHAT is life all about? That may seem a strange 
question to open a column about the cost of living. 
But it is surely a question we have all asked at some 

point. 
The Greek philosopher Aristotle said that life should be concerned with 
Eudaimonia, which roughly translates as happiness or well-being. The 
English philosophers Jeremy Bentham and John Stuart Mill argued that 
the whole purpose of society should be to maximise ‘utility’ which is usually 
explained as meaning happiness. More happiness is good for all of us was 
their basic position.
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I’m not mentioning this to show off my knowledge of philosophy but to make the 
point that for almost 2,000 years there has been an understanding that human 
happiness/well-being is something worth pursuing.

It was Karl Marx who pointed out that in capitalist society it is not happiness that is 
the goal but what he termed the ‘universal panderer’ - money. It is not only profits 
that drive the capitalist system (after all most of us don’t trade the commodities that 
produce profits), it is the need for money which is often used as a proxy for well-
being.

We are now in a global recession. And as ever those with most are quite prepared 
to let those with least have even less 
rather than give up their wealth. As 
Robert Tressell pointed out in ‘The 
Ragged Trousered Philanthropists’, 
the poor often justify this behaviour 
on the grounds that in their shoes it’s 
exactly what they would do.

We all see money as the most 
desirable of all commodities (though 
technically, as a medium of exchange, 
money is not really a commodity). We 
lose sight of what money represents. 
But what money is, or at least was, is 
an expression of value. What Marx analysed rather brilliantly in a series of books 
and articles was that the real value in a commodity (and the source of profits) was 
the labour value expended in it: the more labour power, the higher the price.

For Marx what this meant was that, because labour power was owned by the capitalist, 
the labourer saw their input as a force over and above them. And, rather than labour 
making them happy, it made them feel alienated.

With all the talk about whether the cost of living crisis is coming to an end - it isn’t 
- we might do well to remind ourselves that the pursuit of happiness for ordinary 
people has never been the primary goal of those who rule. This is not to say we 
cannot find happiness, humans have the capacity to find happiness in the most dire 

We all see money as the most 
desirable of all commodities 

(though technically as a medium 
of exchange, money is not really 
a commodity.}  We lose sight of 

what money represents.
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situations. 

The point is that increasing happiness is not a goal of any politician. Most don’t think 
this would be a ‘realistic’ goal and therefore tell us to be prepared to suffer. Of course, 
they tell us, you can be happy but not if your happiness means having your income 
rise in line with inflation. In fact, I can’t remember the last politician who said that 
the goal of public policy should be to increase the sum total of human happiness. 
When they talk of growth, they do not mean human potential but creating more 
commodities.

Marx understood something that many people on the left who refuse to engage with 
him fail to see. Most people do not get intrinsic pleasure from work. For most people 
paid labour is what they do to make ends meet. Even those in what we might think of 
as desirable jobs can come to loathe them. But most people are not in desirable jobs 
but are doing the jobs that service those in the desirable jobs. As Marx remarked, most 
avoid work like the plague when not forced by circumstance to do it. 

     

But what perhaps gives the lie to the notion that work avoidance is due to laziness is 
the amount of unpaid labour people do for things they do care about. If it is unpaid 
labour that really makes us happy and paid labour (or the lack of it) that makes us 
miserable, then perhaps we have a pointer to what a future socialist society could look 
like. And it would not include the exploitation of alienated labour for the enrichment 
of a lucky few.
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FEEDBACK FEEDBACK 
Edited by Mike Stanton

We are always looking for better ways to reach our readers and have redesigned our 
emails alongside changes to the Sunday Socialist. Use Feedback to tell us what you 
think, not just about what we do, but the way that we do it. Simon Wolfers said, “I 
like this format. Easily digestible and not rambling on! Thank you.”

EARTHQUAKES IN TURKEY & IRAQ

Birgit Fujer: – My Turkish hubby asked the same question a few days ago on Instagram. 
Wanted to check the replies the next day… nothing. His post disappeared. Add to 
that the shoddy Turkish building regulations and this is what happens over and over 
again. Yet people vote for crook Erdogan all the time.

STRIKES, THE TUC & KEYNES

Michael Glover: – This is a great article. It puts my working life, personal, social and 
family education in a time line from 1949, when I was born alongside my twin sister.  I 
used the same data for my undergraduate study and then onto other studies.  Perhaps 
this is the missing link in your account. No matter what the ‘educated’  classes may reply 
with. This is a great time line for me and many from those days of post WW2. That is 
the knowledge gap post Thatcher, the us and them philosophy has been obscured. But 
times are getting harder and without the knowledge of how things were and could be 
again by looking at those days after WW2, as an example, the struggle will continue. 
The missing link is organised Labour, wiped from the memory of workers by social 
policy. ‘We never had it so good’. A message worth looking at again.

Luke Andreski: – Good article – but it does serve to emphasise that radical change is 
a very distant prospect. I agree with the crucial need for grass roots and community 
and work place activism – but I’m not seeing at present the dissemination at that level 
of a coherent set of values or a belief system able to drive and sustain this. There’s no 
coherent, consistent, seductive groundswell of opinion that clearly outlines the path 
to change or its objective.
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Editor@CreatingSocialism.org

CHINA SPY BALLOON

David Ball: – The thrust is right, but comparing this to something crap the USA did 
is lazy and intellectually weak. It is the kind of crap that I call right wing writers all the 
time. Be better than this.

Lynne Edwards: – I totally agree with your analysis. First thing I thought when I heard 
about it was, surely they could spy on the US more effectively from a satellite?

Carol Mills: – What’s your view on USA and their war with TikTok? “CEO Shou Zi 
Chew is expected to appear before Congress in March to face questions from lawmakers 
over US user safety and security” etc. I’ve begun using Tiktok for promotions of local 
social justice and climate justice activism. But some local people are wary. Has the 
American hype gotten to them?

POLITICS & CULTURE

Lynne Edwards: – Personally, I think we’re already primed to be prejudiced if we know 
someone’s background prior to being exposed to their work. But when you already 
like the music, writing or whatever, then find out about negative aspects of the artists 
character or beliefs, it’s more difficult to critique the piece of work, without somehow 
feeling complicit!

ALEX MAY’S INTERVIEW

Miles Fielding: – Great to read about Alex who clearly is an inspired young socialist 
and just what we need in Britain. I hope people will get behind him, especially the 
young and one day we might get somewhere!

Michael Holmes: – Optimistic sounding venture. UK politics have made me sceptical 
so it’s watch, wait, and see. 

Short and to the point, Ed Myatt said, “Good on him!” and Steve Martin thought it 
was, “Great.”

mailto:Editor@CreatingSocialism.org
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Campaign Against the Arms Trade - 
Join Birmingham Palestine Action every 
Friday Morning - UAV Engine Factory
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MIKE STANTON’S

LEFT OVERS

We have decided to move to fortnightly publication because 
our core team of volunteers is too small to sustain a socialist 
weekly of sufficient quality, while maintaining our sanity and 

avoiding burn out.
We are trying to be undogmatic revolutionaries who criticise capitalism and the 
inadequacies of reformism without laying down the law about what should be done. 
But we do want to persuade others that we are on the right path and to show their 
support.

Image by Tim Mossholder - Unsplash
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We are not asking people to join the Sunday Socialist Party, follow the party line, 
pay us an arm and a leg in subs and get up every morning to spread the word at the 
factory gate. Well, not yet anyway! If the Sunday Socialist was a party and had a 
party line it would go something like this.

Capitalism is an existential threat to the world. It offers us a choice between eco-
disaster or nuclear annihilation in an imperialist war. This has gone beyond reform. 
Well-meaning politicians cannot stop it. The Labour Party is not the answer. Only 
the working class has the power. But we do not have the organisational strength or 
the revolutionary will at present. 

So how we go from mass strikes over pay to insurrection? We haven’t worked that 
one out yet. Meanwhile, if you support what we say and you want us to carry on, 
please help us! We need a regular income to pay for software licences, web hosting 
etc. And we would rather have hundreds of supporters donating a couple of pounds 
a month than one wealthy backer.

We are all volunteers. Nobody gets paid. As well as money we need time. If you 
have skills and the time to spare, we need more volunteers. Writers – we have those 
but always welcome more. The big problem we have is that, as well as writing, our 
core team of volunteers has to manage a website, produce a PDF, run a mailing list, 
edit each other’s writing, source the graphics and do the admin tasks like submitting 
accounts to the revenue and filing with Companies House.

There are plenty of revolutionary leaders out there. But we already have enough 
of those! Finding a pro bono socialist accountant or company secretary is another 
matter. If you want to help, welcome to the party! But not The Party, if you get my 
meaning. 

Welcome to the Party
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WHERE IS THE HEROISM IN 
BACKING A CERTAINTY?

Mike Stanton

The other week we had a power cut on our estate just as I was 
about to cook tea. So we had no choice. We had to go into town 
and have a bar meal. In the pub we bumped into a couple of old 

comrades from the SWP and had a really good natter.
During our discussion, after a few pints, one comrade said that he did not think 
that there would ever be a socialist revolution. But he carried on because it was the 
right thing to do. This struck me, not as defeatism, but as heroism. Our movement 
is full of people who think that the victory of socialism is inevitable. But where is 
the heroism in backing a certainty? I remember a Tory MP saying he was a Marxist 
because he believed in the class struggle and had chosen to be on the winning side.

My comrade that night chose to be on the right side. He had made a moral choice 
and was sticking with it, even though he thought it was doomed to failure.

My motto is, “Never Say Never.” Gramsci put it better when he talked about 
pessimism of the intellect and optimism of the will. Socialism may be a long shot, 
but Capitalism is shot to hell and if not Socialism what else? Climate crisis and 
the end of humanity? Or some sort of survival at any price? Luxemburg said we 
had a choice between Socialism and Barbarism. Either we win or the world as we 
know it comes to an end.

That is why I applaud the courage of Extinction Rebellion and Just Stop Oil in 
taking direct action to save the planet. But (and there always has to be a ‘But’ 
doesn’t there?) I am not joining the direct action of ER and JSO. Direct action is 
the province of the heroic few. I draw my courage from the collective strength of 
my class. So, like my SWP comrade and against the odds, I continue to agitate 
and organise inside the working class. However remote the possibility, Socialism 
is the only hope for the world. And only the working class has the power to defeat 
capitalism and fulfil that hope.


