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Welcome to the first Sunday Socialist of 2023. We 
launched our alternative Sunday paper on March 
27th. Since then, with a couple of short breaks, 

we have managed to produce an issue each week.
In our first issue Mike Stanton noted that:

“This crisis was not caused by Brexit. It was not caused by Covid and it 
was most definitely not caused by the Russian invasion of Ukraine.”

This related to Rishi Sunak, then Chancellor of the Exchequer, doing 
everything to avoid admitting we were in a crisis of capitalism made 
worse by his incompetent government.

Three PMs later Sunak has the top job, and the crisis has deepened. 
He still blames everybody but himself and the corrupt system he is 
propping up. Top of his list, as it is for most of the political class, is 
strikers. According to their logic, strikers are to blame for the strikes. 
Now Sunak intends to bring in tougher anti-union laws as a show of 
strength. In proposing to allow workers to be sacked for striking, he 
is bringing the UK in line with North Korea, Saudi Arabia and Qatar 
where strikes are currently illegal. 

Mick Lynch of the RMT says that the latest round of anti-union 
legislation will be met with fierce resistance by the unions. It must be. 
Even Labour can see that such legislation will be counterproductive, 
and Angela Rayner has promised to repeal it if Labour wins the next 
election. Of course we’ll believe that when we see it. Labour is still 
being advised by Peter Mandelson. In 2002 Mandelson published 
an update to his 1996 book, The Blair Revolution, which made no 
mention of trade unions at all because the Blairites considered them 
an irrelevance.

WHAT WE THINK

New Year, Same Old Crisis
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Since our launch in March, inflation has continued to increase, whilst wages 
have failed to keep up. However, shareholder dividends have stayed up, as 
large multinational companies prioritise maintaining record profit levels at 
the expense of everything else. This is the logic of capitalism, a system built 
on competition between individual capitalists, each with a vested interest in 
driving their rivals to the wall. 

This is not a UK recession. It is a global recession because the whole system 
is failing, not any one part of it. Knowing this means that the question of 
supporting Labour or not has less relevance than ever. Changing the government 
of the UK or any single government cannot stop a worldwide recession.

We have seen one significant change since March. For the first time in a good 
many years, there were more than 400,000 strike days in a single month 
(October), with a wave of strikes across rail, post, health, civil service and 
other sectors. Strikes that continue into the New Year.

There is no debate about which side the Sunday Socialist supports. Workers 
are striking to maintain ever declining living standards. Most of the strikes 
are not overtly political, meaning their strikes concern pay and conditions 
and not overturning the Government, even though some of the strikers are 
expressing their hatred of the Tories. This hatred will only grow as the inept 
government continue to see their own citizens as what Thatcher dubbed the 
‘enemy within’.

What is the role of the Sunday Socialist in all this? Our mission has not 
changed since March. We exist as a voice for the marginalised. But we also 
exist to inform, educate and encourage debate. Our commentaries on the 
news aim to keep our subscribers up to date. Many of our longer articles 
explore the background to some of those stories.

We have no full-time reporters or full-time writers; we have no rich backers. A 
small team of socialists produces our work, and we want to extend the debate 
to our readers.  We urge you to comment on our articles, write for us, tell us 
when we are right and when we are wrong. We are not the resistance to global 
capitalism. We are part of building that resistance and want you to be a part 
of it too.
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XR: “We Quit” Not 
Quite

Extinction Rebellion (XR) announced an important change 
in strategy on 1st January in a provocatively entitled press 
release, We Quit. Like their allies in Just Stop Oil and 

Insulate Britain, XR have focused on non-violent direct action 
(NVDA) by small groups of courageous individuals who are 
willing to risk arrest to put climate catastrophe at the top of the 
news agenda.
Now they are proposing a mass mobilisation of 100,000 to surround 
Parliament on 21st April in which:

“we prioritise attendance over arrest and relationships over roadblocks, 
as we stand together and become impossible to ignore.” XR Press Release 
2023/01/01

Read Online

https://extinctionrebellion.uk/2023/01/01/extinction-rebellion-uks-new-years-resolution-we-quit/
https://creatingsocialism.org
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Despite suggestions to the contrary in some of the media coverage, XR have not 
renounced NVDA. Instead they are evolving their tactics in order to build a mass 
movement that is inclusive of everybody who wants to fight climate change. They 
describe it as a ‘temporary shift’ in order to put pressure on a government that is 
reckless about the environmental threat, that is corrupt, and is using authoritarian 
laws to make peaceful mass protest illegal.

There are a lot of positives in the press release. XR recognises that the financial system, 
the political system and the media are all hopelessly committed to our dependence 
on fossil fuels and the profits that they make for the few. They want a fairer society 
that can transition away from fossil fuels. They support mass protests to pressure the 
present government into action rather than pretend that we can afford to wait for a 
change of government that may or may not deliver on climate change.

But questions remain. There is no open condemnation of capitalism as such. Although 
XR believes there has never been a better time for change, it says so without reference 
to working class struggles and the one million strike days last year. Instead of class 
struggle it speaks vaguely of unity and people’s and citizens’ assemblies.

To be fair, XR has never claimed to be a socialist movement and they have shown great 
courage and determination in ringing the alarm bell on climate for four years now. But 
the big question is that if, despite all the disruption of NVDA and the pressure from 
mass demonstrations, the Government still refuses to act, what next? How do we save 
the planet within a social system whose very existence is predicated on destroying it?

Socialists will certainly want to build the 21st April protest. However, the Ecologist 
cautions that, in building a mass movement, “adopting a strong anti-capitalist stance 
would be movement suicide.” XR is caught in the same bind as all reform movements. 
To win, really win, it is necessary to change a corrupt and corrupting system. But 
saying that risks alienating many of the people they are hoping to attract. The problem 
lies, ultimately, in the control exercised over the debate by the pro-establishment 
media who label as ‘extremist’ any protest that does not play within the rules. 
We say it is those rules that have caused the problem. 

Get the news delivered to your inbox every weekday morning.

Take out a FREE subscription to CreatingSocialism.Org now!

https://creatingsocialism.org/subscribe/

https://creatingsocialism.org/xr-should-be-applauded-not-vilified/
https://creatingsocialism.org/xr-should-be-applauded-not-vilified/
https://creatingsocialism.org/subscribe/
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Read online

Voting Labour Will Not 
Save The NHS

The NHS has been trending for days on Twitter, with 
huge numbers of those working in the profession, 
consultants, doctors in A&E, nurses and paramedics 

expressing their despair at the state of the service they had 
once been so proud to work in.
One doctor who said he/she had 9 years plus experience of working 
in the emergency department said, “This morning was the first time 
EVER that I cried in my car after a shift…. Whereas 5 years ago we 
had 50 patients in the department on handover at night, we now 
have 180. It used to be around 20 patients to see with a 1-2 hour 
wait for a clinician.  It is now 60-70 with a 10 hour wait.”

The right-wing media see this crisis as an opportunity to push their 
privatisation agenda. In an article in the Daily Mail headlined 
“Oh for a politician brave enough to say the NHS is broken – and 
no amount of money will put it right”, Stephen Glover blames 
inadequate staff, not staffing, for the current crisis. And of course, 
strikers get the blame for going on strike in the midst of a crisis. 

https://creatingsocialism.org/labour-nhs/
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Get the news delivered to your inbox every weekday morning.

Take out a FREE subscription to CreatingSocialism.Org now!

https://creatingsocialism.org/subscribe/

Never mind that their actions are exposing the extent of the crisis, which is the 
direct of result of government policy. But Glover’s enthusiasm for health professional 
bashing has the support he thinks of “any fair-minded person” (for which read non-
thinking, right winger) who he thinks “must concede that large parts of the NHS are 
not offering a good service”. This leads to his solution, a Royal Commission which 
would recommend the NHS be funded “based on personal and State insurance”, no 
more community provision, simply health provision for those who can afford it.

There was a time when such views would have been expressed within the Conservative 
Party and roundly denounced by Labour. Not any longer. Labour is now caught in 
the glare of the possibility of an election victory, and Wes Streeting, Labour’s Shadow 
Health Secretary, can proudly announce, “I’d use private hospitals to bolster the NHS.” 
Such language would have been inconceivable a few short years ago.

Let us hope that his conversion to private health care has nothing to do with the 
£15,000 donation he received from John Armitage, who, as well as being a major 
Conservative party donor (donating a total of £3.1 million), is a major private health 
investor. Armitage’s Egerton Capital currently holds $833 million of shares in United 
Health– a US health firm widely seen as a threat to publicly owned healthcare in the 
UK.

We are plummeting headlong into a fully privatised health care system in the UK, 
dominated by American health multinationals. The criteria for treatment will no 
longer be need but your ability to pay (or to have insurance that will pay). The NHS 
is certainly not safe in either Labour or Conservative hands. If we want to defend 
the NHS, we have to support striking health workers, not just to get more pay, as 
important as that is, but to be given the resources necessary to do their job. For all our 
sakes.

https://creatingsocialism.org/subscribe/
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Can China Save 
Capitalism?

ON 7th DECEMBER China reversed its zero-Covid 
policy following protests by Chinese citizens who, 
frankly, were weary of being locked in their homes after 

almost 2 years. The result is, inevitably, a sudden surge in Covid 
cases and of deaths from Covid. There is a mismatch between 
the figures that the Chinese authorities are reporting and those 
that countries in the west are estimating.
Whilst China has declared 10 deaths since 7th December, Airfinity, a 
British based predictive science company, has estimated 176,500 deaths 
since 1st December. We need to be aware that there is some element of 
anti-China bias likely in the reporting. The west did not like China’s 
success at keeping Covid at bay and is now crowing as China’s Communist 
leadership has been forced into a U-turn.

Read online

https://creatingsocialism.org/china-save/
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The Economist, on Monday, gave away the real reason why the west was so determined 
to see the end of the zero-Covid policy. Forget any concerns about the human rights of 
Chinese citizens. Most western leaders are more than happy to see those same citizens 
exposed to the same level of risk from Covid that they have allowed for their own 
citizens. The true issue was always: the economy.

As the Economist (2nd January) notes:

“Zero-covid kept a lid on China’s demand for global goods, services and commodities. 
During the lockdown of Shanghai in the first half of last year, for instance, the country’s 
oil demand fell by 2m barrels per day.”

Ironically, it may be so-called Communist China which saves western capitalism. 
The truth is, of course, that China is Communist in name only and has been for a 
considerable time. It is more appropriate to think of China PLC in the economic 
context. 

Whilst the western media have been quick to point out the damage done to world 
supply chains by the Russian invasion of Ukraine (in fact most supply lines have been 
kept open from Russia and Ukraine), they have been quieter about the effect of the 
virtual withdrawal of China from international markets since 2020. Of course, for 
much of that period, the entire world economy was put on ice as governments tried 
to cope with Covid. But, since the reopening of the economy in 2021, it is clear that 
the capitalist global economy is in recession, a recession most keenly felt by ordinary 
citizens whose ability to afford life’s necessaries has been severely restricted by runaway 
inflation and below par wage increases.

The Economist calculates that China alone could be responsible for two-thirds of 
global growth in the first quarter of 2023. It was estimated that, prior to the pandemic, 
China was responsible for one-eighth of world trade, making it the biggest trader on 
the global market and pushing the United States into second place. Hence the trade 
wars that were developing prior to Covid.

Whether the resumption of Chinese markets can offset the terminal decline of the 
world’s economy we will have to wait and see. But the price of recovery, as always, will 
be the deaths of ordinary people, this time possibly millions of Chinese citizens who 
will die from Covid.
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Compiled by Marilyn Tyzack

The US Pentagon is deeply sceptical about Russia’s 36 hour truce

The Pentagon says the world is deeply sceptical about Putin’s call for a 
ceasefire in Ukraine. Moments after the ceasefire began, Moscow said 
Ukraine continued to shell military positions, despite Russian troops 
observing the ceasefire. Daniel Hawkins, a journalist based in Moscow, told 
Al Jazeera that the ceasefires announcement came “as more of a surprise to 
most Russians than the fact that it subsequently broke down.”  Meanwhile    
the West, along with the US continues to supply Ukraine with billions of 
pounds worth of weaponry and armoured personnel carriers.  There is no 
end to the conflict in sight.

The average chief executive has already earned as much as the typical 
worker will make all year

Just five days into the new year, the average chief executive will have earned 
as much as the typical worker will make in the whole of 2023.  These are 
the findings from think tank, High Pay Centre which showed that by 2 
pm on the 5th January, bosses of FTSE 100 companies will have earned 
a median of £33000 since New Year’s Day, the average annual salary for 
British employees. 

Taxpayers are bailing out rail company shareholders from profit losses 
caused by strikes.

Aslef leader Mike Whelan drew attention to a deal, written into the franchises 
awarded by the government following privatisation that taxpayers will 
compensate rail companies for any profits lost through strike action. At 
the same time Mike Whelan said that the government had told operators 
that drivers’ pay increase should be limited to 2 per cent. 

Shell will finally pay windfall taxes on their massive 2022 profits

Shell will now pay windfall taxes on their massive profits in 2022. This is a 
big victory for climate justice, but there is still a long way to go. This is the 
first time that Shell has paid any UK taxes for five years.
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Question this week: New Year’s Revolutions?

EdgeNotes
HOWARD THORP

What I want to see in 2023 is the trade unions defunding the Labour Party. What 
do they gain from this funding? Will Labour repeal the anti-trade union laws 
brought in by Thatcher et al. Blair didn’t, and neither will Starmer. Use that money 
to support striking workers and fund a new party of the left. Happy New Year . 

STEVE PRIESTLEY

Speak to one person you know (who you think is not a Socialist) and ask them if 
they agree with 3 or 4 policies picked from the Labour Manifesto 2017 or 2019.  
Assuming they agree with them (most people did) you then reveal who proposed 
them.  Then ask them why they didn't vote Labour. I believe many people vote for 
a person rather than a policy.  Try to challenge them.

TANWEER DAR

The NHS is falling apart due to chronic under-investment and decades of clandestine 
privatisation. The public sector is on its knees and clamouring for support. Strikes are 
widespread and the cost of living is turning the lives of millions of ordinary Britons 
into a misery. This, in 2023, is the result of 44 years of uninterrupted Thatcherism.

 Under Keir Starmer, the current Labour Party has precisely zero solutions to alter 
any of the things which actually matter in Britain in 2023. Apart from proposing 
to abolish the House of Lords, they have offered little else in the way of progressive 
policies.

 Alternative Left parties aren’t making much of a dent nationally. The majority of 
people are unaware of their existence. Direct action, in the form of co-ordinated 
strikes and increased agitation, seems to be the only option for ordinary working 
people to affect change...
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LYNNE EDWARDS

Perhaps All Socialists Need To Do Is Wait It Out, Wait For The Worst To Happen?

Cataclysm, a breakdown in society…

As yet unforeseen events will mobilise and unite the people. A single natural or 
man-made disaster, or more likely a series of disasters?

Food shortages and instances of children, the elderly and vulnerable starving to 
death. Health care services clogged and at breaking point, the sudden appearance of 
diseases such as scarlet fever, or, due to polluted waterways the return of dysentery, 
typhoid, polio and cholera. The return of rickets in children and schools collapsing 
due to lack of maintenance, with children still inside them.

Wholesale lack of trust in politicians and the media, resulting in people creating 
alternative networks of communication. The sudden devaluation of sterling, bank 
accounts frozen, politicians disappearing abroad or those who stay, doubling down 
on protests and civil unrest. Then whilst panic and confusion reigns, troops and 
police sent out on the streets to keep order in an already volatile and tense situation.

I believe this scenario isn’t too far-fetched.

The Tories, as well as lacking any alternative political movement, are pushing us 
forward towards a very volatile Capitalist catastrophe.

DAVE MIDDLETON

A wave of strikes and protest movements are doomed to failure without an 
organisation - a place of organisation and education - bringing them together. 
Activists need to meet with, discuss and swap stories with those from other sectors. 
Socialist organisation should no longer look to parliament for change but rather be 
a meeting of the most radical minds engaged in struggle with a view to widening 
and generalising those struggles. 

As Marx once noted ignorance helps nobody and without an understanding of 
the system, its strengths and its weaknesses any socialist organisation is doomed 
to repeat the errors of our forebears. At the same time, understanding our history 
and being aware of socialist theory should be a guide to action not a meaningless 
dogma to be recited at every opportunity. Any new organisation has to be open, 
democratic, internationalist, cross-cultural and multi-ethnic allowing all voices 
involved to be heard.
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ALEX GREENE

2023 has just begun. Time to make resolutions. Here are some of mine.

The Media

For too long, the media have manipulated the public. We need to bring the Overton 
Window of dialogue back from the clutches of the right. Break the media – break 
the spell.

Direct Action

The media are trying to demonise striking workers. Strikes are supposed to 
inconvenience. Strike action hurts the Tories more than us. If you have the chance 
to join a union, do so.

Community Activities

Let's reaffirm values we hold dear. We could engage in more community activities. 
Communities are the last refuge against the Tory onslaught. They cannot break a 
stick in a bundle.

Revolution

This year, we have a chance to make a New Year’s Revolution, to bring us closer to 
socialism again. Something has got to change, or something will break. Let's make 
sure that it's the Tories who break.

JO BUCHANAN

In 2023 I want a change of heart, by politicians, by people from all walks of life, a 
change in the way we see the world, our values, our beliefs, our understanding of the 
global situation. If we change how we see the world, we become closer to changing 
how we live and to demanding a government that alters course and introduces radical 
socialist policies to benefit everyone. 

An example of something to change this year is our attitude to growth. The political 
establishment considers that growing the economy is advantageous. But who gains 
from it? Growth benefits large corporations, shareholders and the greedy entitled 
rich. It does not enhance the lives of ordinary people. We need to abandon our 
obsession with growth. It leads to further pillaging of the Earth’s resources, the 
exploitation of the poor, especially in less affluent countries, and the destruction of 
ecosystems. Our planet cannot sustain it. 
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@ETHICALRENEWAL

To each according to their needs is something you’ll never hear from Starmer’s Labour 
Party. What’s the point of an election when the choice is between Tory and Tory Light? 
It makes no difference to those wanting a radical change in priorities. 

Choosing just one issue for the coming year, it would be a redistribution of wealth 
to fund public services – particularly the rebuilding of health and social care. This 
requires a budget that removes tax privileges from the middle and upper classes.

How about these for easy starters?

Restructuring Council Tax bands, with powers returned to councils to set rates, 
allowing them to meet local social care needs 

Limit the amount that can be held in ISAs

Tax large land estates

Close tax avoidance schemes by limiting the scope of trusts

Reduce pensioner poverty through pension credits funded by abolishing the triple 
lock.

ADAM COLCLOUGH

Give real power to the people 

Given the problems we face, the cost-of-living crisis, a neglected NHS on its knees 
being just two it would be easy to say what we need is a general election.

Although there are good grounds for fearing that under Starmer Labour will not differ 
far enough from the line taken by the Tories to bring about the change we need.

What we need is something far more radical than just changing the guard under the 
old discredited first past the post system.

We need to devolve power away from Westminster to communities, there are numerous 
ways of doing so, through Citizen’s Assemblies for example.

This would put the voice of lived experience at the centre of discussions around public 
services and how we tackle rising inequality. Replacing the echo chamber of careerist 
point scoring created by professional politicians.
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PHILIP NEWTON

I believe that direct action in relation to specific issues is a powerful tool to bring 
about change.  The issue that symbolises socialism in action, and which most people 
support, is the NHS.  This, I believe should be the focus of groups who wish to 
promote socialist values. The MSM continually focus on staff shortages and money, 
but the privatisation of the NHS rarely gets mentioned as a reason why the system is 
failing.  I think that an effective protest should target the offices of those companies 
who have links to MPs, and who run sections of the NHS/social care via private 
contracts.  Picketing/blocking these offices would gain publicity, and help shift the 
narrative from funding levels to the damage that capitalist interventions have done 
to the health and welfare sectors.

MARILYN TYZACK

Like many people on the left I can describe in great detail WHAT is wrong with 
our current political system.  I despair at the injustices, the growing inequalities, 
the hatred and aggression against vulnerable people being stirred up on a regular 
basis by the MSM, and the destruction of the fabric of our society through the 
underfunding of key public services.

I also have an understanding as to the WHY. The vested interests inherent in 
Global Capitalism define the need to persuade and control the majority of the 
population so that they accept that the gross inequalities are justifiable. This is key 
to understanding the Why..

Where I struggle is in understanding HOW we affect real and lasting change.  
Labour under Starmer is not going to be that vehicle . The remaining political 
parties on the left are too disparate .

There is possibly a way on the coat tails of some of the more popular campaigns, 
e.g., Save the NHS,  Just Stop Oil (JSO ) etc., but their focus is on single issues 
not the system underpinning the campaigns, Of course we need alliances between  
community, and all the organised groups on the left. 

But HOW? It certainly needs a great deal of reflection.
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Read Online

Socialists and the Next 
Election

Mike Stanton

It is fair to say that the team at Critical Mass is in broad 
agreement that Starmer’s Labour Party is an obstacle 
to socialism. But we have different ideas on what to do 

about this. Does the solution lie in changing our electoral 
system? Would some form of proportional representation be 
an improvement on our current system of First Past The Post?
Should we be backing socialist alternatives where possible, even though 
they have little chance of winning, or calling on people to abstain or 
spoil their ballot papers?

The Tories are so awful that at the next general election there will be a 

Pic - Labour in the bin by Mike Stanton

https://creatingsocialism.org/socialists-election/
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lot of pressure on socialists to vote Labour just to get the Tories out. If we publicly 
criticise Labour or promote socialist alternatives we will be called Tory enablers by the 
same people who disabled Corbyn’s chances of electoral success.

There will also be a parallel campaign for tactical voting in constituencies where Labour 
has little chance of winning. In practice that will usually mean voting Lib Dem. But 
can we ever trust a Lib Dem after their coalition with the Tories in 2010? And how 
will that help the struggle for socialism? I once lived in a constituency with a Tory MP 
who was so awful that I voted for the Liberal candidate because Labour were always 
going to come a poor third. For this I was berated by Labour members who argued 
that it was not about winning, it was about using the election to build support for a 
socialist alternative. This was the 1970s. You could still say that about Labour with 
some conviction.

At the time it was possible to argue for a Labour vote at elections because the Tories 
were obviously the class enemy. Furthermore, class conscious workers would always 
vote against the class enemy and if you wanted to get a hearing for socialist ideas the 
argument went something like, “Yes we have to vote Labour to get the Tories out, but 
will Labour be any different? They have betrayed us so many times. We need to build 
an alternative that won’t sell out.”

Then I stood as the SWP candidate in a by-election. At the time the Labour Government 
was polling badly, and the National Front was picking up protest votes from disaffected 
Labour supporters. The campaign had two aims; to present a real socialist alternative 
to Labour and counter the fascist influence, and to build the local branch of the SWP. 
We got a lot of hostility from the local Labour Party saying it would be our fault if the 
Tories got in. We argued that, if they lost, it would be a rejection of the actions of the 
Labour Government, their fault not ours.

In the event the NF bottled it and did not stand, and Labour scored a narrow victory 
over the Tories. I was a very poor fourth place behind the Liberals. After the election 
one local trade union militant approached me and said he had not voted for me. 
He had voted Labour to keep the Tories out. But he did join the SWP to get rid of 
capitalism. I couldn’t argue with that!

Those were the days when you could be a Labour MP and openly oppose NATO. You 
could be open in your support for Palestine and not be accused of antisemitism. During 
a referendum on the Common Market, cabinet ministers were free to campaign on 
both sides. You could even sell socialist newspapers at branch meetings and not be 
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expelled!

Under Starmer the Labour Party is abandoning even the pretence of being a democratic 
socialist party. Right-wing Labour officials are removing all democratic elements 
of control over party policy. CLPs are micro-managed over what they can discuss. 
Parliamentary candidates are being imposed against the wishes of local party activists. 
There has been a witch hunt against left-wingers at the grassroots. Incontrovertible 
evidence of institutional racism, misogyny, Islamophobia and deliberate sabotage to 
undermine Corbyn has been ignored. Backbench MPs have been threatened with 
expulsion for supporting Stop the War and have shamefully acquiesced. Shadow 
ministers have been warned against supporting strikes. Corbyn has been expelled from 
the PLP and Starmer has said he will never be allowed to stand for Labour again.

Corbyn meeting supporters - image by Marilyn Tyzack

The idea that Labour is more progressive than the Tories is no longer sustainable. It is 
an unashamed supporter of global capitalism. Labour might be less corrupt and less 
cruel to the poor and dispossessed if it wins office. But it will do nothing to challenge 
a system that is driving the world to destruction and it is openly opposed to anti-war 
and eco-socialist movements on the left. So, when it comes to voting, I will no longer 
be saying Vote Labour to Get the Tories Out. I will be looking for ways to use the 
election to raise socialist politics and build a grassroots socialist alternative to Labour. 
In 2019 I canvassed on the doorstep for Labour. Next time I do not even know if I 
will vote.
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Beloved-Meadow 

Harvey John

It doesn’t start with love. Anyone who 

says it does is lying through their heart-

shaped tongues, poisoning their 

memories, and taking the past as fictional 

fact. He or she who remembers love as a 

moment full of promise, of perfect first 

sight and eyes fixing past the body and the 

breast, and the groin is a liar. And let’s be 

honest, we’re not looking for that 

Read Online

https://creatingsocialism.org/beloved-meadow/
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promised one who will make our lives 

worth living, we’re just looking for 

someone who we could be giving all our 

physical desires on towards – a beautiful 

castle with a velvet bed inside.

It’s not outwards we look first, not if we 

are honest and we mustn’t look there first 

if we want to be a novice in this petty

petulant game of love – bishop takes 

pawn, Queen takes king from behind.

So when I looked in to her eyes I did not 

see the natural green that glowed so bright 

it frightens me how it delights me – 

reminds me of fields under summer sun of 

my time in France. And her hair as brown 

as mine, so divinely kind her smile. Her 

voice is soft, carries with it a gentleness I 

hope is real. I hope she’s more than just a 

beautiful girl. I hope she’s more than a 

broken fantasy.

I am tired of waiting for them to see me 

too. I don’t love her, but I could.
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FEEDBACK 1FEEDBACK 1
Editor@CreatingSocialism.org

During the Christmas break we published, largely without fanfare, 
a series of reflections on what Christmas means to our writers. 
This is a selection of the feedback we received to some of them.

During the Christmas break we published, largely without fanfare, a series of reflections 
on what Christmas means to our writers. This is a selection of the feedback we received 
to some of them. Many of our readers enjoyed these memories a less commercial 
Christmas past when family and community mattered more than the price of your 
presents.

Replying to JO BUCHANAN

A moving article - for someone over 70 this has real resonance. The writer’s childhood 
Christmas is just as I remember it, great fun but homemade just as our presents to our 
adult relations were: knitted dishcloths, handkerchiefs with embroidery in the corner, 
low key, practical, unfussy but very much appreciated. Rose tinted specs? I think not 
but certainly springing from a distaste for the over consumption and overindulgence 
of today’s Christmas. 

Helen Smith

My Christmases were very similar...... always we’d go to the woods and um borrow a 
Christmas tree which we would decorate at home. I agree with Jo that they are now 
consumerist and lavish. It’s a good experience to share the event away from normal 
surroundings. Once we were in Delhi. I remember being so hungry as the (tiny) 
suckling pig was very late to arrive! But great fun!

Nick Darker

A very nice piece on how her Xmas was spent, with some nice reflections.

Jeanne James

Replying to SUSIE GRANIC

Susie describes something called ‘commodity fetishism as she criticises the way in 
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which human relationships are morphed into the exchange of objects and ‘if you love 
me, show me by buying’. I hope to write a longer piece on commodity fetishism in 
future, but like Susie I find the commercial frenzy around Xmas troubling and deeply 
distasteful.

Richard Purdie

A nostalgia provoking reflection that I enjoyed. I too loved the simple Christmas 
past; I too have Christmas alone, although this year because my friend had Covid. 
Howsoever we celebrate Xmas, we should not only remember the ones we’ve lost but 
the many lost to Covid.

This year when I see my family, they’ll have reclaimed, charity and environmentally 
sound gifts. It will baffle many, but I hope to give explanations to a few who may 
be interested to know why newspaper picture wrapping paper was used, or why and 
bamboo rather than plastic was given.

Jeanne James

Replying to ANN MARCIAL

I absolutely agree, Ann! I also don’t liked the forced merriment when perhaps it is not 
such a good time for you or others.

Nicholas Fisher

Replying to MARILYN TYZACK

Nothing guilty about it, comrade! Your recollections of childhood Christmas in South 
Wales are a priceless reminder of what we possess as a class. Not showy ostentation, 
not worthless fripperies, but community, warmth, respect, dignity and solidarity. Let 
me pinch from Marx: working class values are ‘the heart of a heartless world’.

Richard Purdie

How could you not agree. Consumerism has taken over Xmas. The earth resources are 
being trashed. The original pagan festival where nature and humanity were celebrated 
has been debased. Capitalism in extremis is the culprit. Well done, Marilyn.

Stephen Bargwanna

Replying to DAVE STIRRUP

Absolutely! Spot-on! I could not agree more.

Celia Read
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This New Year message originally went out in our subscribers newsletter on New 
Years Day. If you do not subscribe already you can do so for free here.

IF 2022 was a dramatic year politically then I thought I would have a 
peek in my crystal ball to see what 2023 holds. In reading this, however, 
you might like to bear the following in mind. I predicted Labour to 

have a narrow victory in 2019, was certain Brazil would win the World 
Cup and said, with equal certainty, that there would not be an upturn in 
class struggle last year!
With that caveat here goes.

It does seem likely that the current wave of strikes will continue for at least a few 
months. Whilst some unions will press for coordinated action the chances of a 
General Strike seem unlikely. Such a strike would need to be called by the TUC 
and there seem to be at least two good reasons why they won’t do so. First, the TUC 
don’t call general strikes. 1926 was an anomaly and even on that occasion there was 
no enthusiasm amongst the majority of union leaders for such action. Second, the 
Labour Party will lobby vigorously, behind the scenes naturally, to avoid an action 
which would not garner the approval of the Tory voters they are currently courting.

So, no general strike, and each set of workers will be left to fight on alone. Private 
employers will, undoubtedly, buy off workers by offering enhanced deals. The public 
sector unions face a slightly different task. The government, despite being at rock 
bottom in the polls, continue to work on the assumption that most of the public can 
be turned against strikers. Recent YouGov polling suggests that 66% of the public 
support nurses and 62% ambulance workers. However, Ipsos-MORI found that the 
longer a strike goes on the more the public oppose them. This has been the case with 
rail workers whose early support has started to wane with the most recent poll finding 
36% opposing the strikes with only 30% in favour. 

Despite the best efforts of Mick Lynch the drip-drip affect of constant negative media 
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reports plays a role. Losing public support, and their pay, many strikers could become 
demoralised and this could cause them to lower their expectations and accept below 
inflation awards and a worsening of their conditions. 

In short, the wave of militancy could stop as quickly as it started with many workers 
seeing little real benefit for the sacrifices they have made.

Hostility
The background to this is not just a hostile media and a hostile government but a 
hostile opposition party. Since the strikes began Sir Keir has made it clear that, as far 
as he is concerned, the strikes serve only one purpose. To allow him to ask questions 
at PMQs that make him seem more prime ministerial than the other guy.

Labour’s strategy since Sir Keir conned his way into the leadership in 2020 has been 
to distance themselves as far as possible from his predecessor. In the next year we 
can expect to see a doubling down on policies designed to appeal to what his advisor 
Claire Ainsley dubbed the ‘new working class’ - patriotic, racist, conservative (small 
c), homeowners, working. 

In this light it is possible to see just why strikes are as unpopular with Labour’s latest 
hierarchy as immigrants. With a Coronation (yawn! yawn!) just around the corner Sir 
Keir will embrace the opportunity to drape himself in the Union Jack and to appear 
more Conservative (big C) than his Tory rival. 

Labour will continue to support some ‘leftish’ policies (trans rights for example) but 
only in as much as it can be shown that these do not alienate those mythical ‘red wall’ 
ex-Labour, now Conservative voters.

The left, in as much as it is still allied with Labour will continue to chase unicorns - 
MMT, UBI, PR, and the belief that Labour was once socialist and that Sir Keir rather 
than being a return to its roots is actually a minor blip in the eventual left turn of 
Labour. On one prediction I can be absolutely certain. There will be no mention of 
the word ‘socialism’ in any official pronouncement of the party in 2023.

Europe and the rest of the world
Across Europe the existence of various forms of proportional representation will allow 
small right-wing parties to set the agenda as they have done in Sweden, Norway and 
Italy. This means, that in response to a recession for which mainstream politics has 
no answer, there is likely to be a wave of anti-immigrant sentiment given electoral 
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credibility as 5% of the vote wins seats in a way that, if there is one thing to be grateful 
for in our system, it would not do here.

Worldwide there are general elections in Spain, Luxembourg, Finland and Greece, as 
well as important elections in Nigeria, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Myanmar, Paraguay and 
Argentina. Of most note however is the continuing tension between the USA and 
China who have been facing off over global economic dominance (at least from the 
American perspective) for a while. US foreign policy is based on a simplistic belief 
that what is good for American capitalism is good for everybody. The war in Ukraine 
is, in large part it seems, a proxy war in which the USA has tempted Russia into a 
conflict which seems to be  designed to be long lasting. The hope seems to be that the 
Russian people will become war weary and welcome in American capitalism as a sign 
of freedom. Critically important is the attempt to sever the links between Russia and 
China for it seems obvious that the real target is China who have quietly moved into 
markets relinquished by America. This has particularly been the case in Africa, but 
Chinese state capitalism has been successful and able to survive the global recession 
not by adhering to the free market but by over-riding it, a trick not available to free 
market ideologues in the west. 

Expect to hear plenty about human rights abuses in China but no corresponding 
outrage for Afghanistan (now effectively a prison for their women) which the USA 
created, or Saudi Arabia whose control of oil gives them free rein to do what they please. 
Human rights will continue to be a term used to denote ‘country the US disapproves 
of ’ rather than a rallying call for social justice everywhere (including Guantanamo 
Bay).

The economy
Everything is, as always, predicated upon the economy. Deep in recession already 
although some analysts seem to want to talk it up as they accept the reality that it is 
down. This is from Robert Hawksley in the i:

“While we cannot escape the economic cycle, and I don’t think we are clever enough 
to do so, we do know a lot about it. We know that the upswings last for several years 
while the downswing’s are somewhere between six months (the shortest period of 
declining output to qualify) to two-to-three years.”

What he does here is to use the current economic catastrophe to give some hope of 
better times ahead. He treats downswing’s as inevitable, rather like snow in winter. But 
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also predictable. Just like snow in winter?

The fact is Marxist economists have known about the cycle of boom and bust since 
Marx first analysed the workings of the capitalist economy in the nineteenth century. 
There is nothing inevitable about boom and bust. Unless you believe that capitalism 
is inevitable. Unless you believe that capitalism represents the highest point of human 
development.

In the coming year we are likely to see high inflation across the global economy. 
Workers will try to get wage increases to maintain their standard of living. Large 
corporations will pass on any additional wage costs to their consumers in order to 
maintain dividend payments. Thus fuelling more inflation. Smaller companies, unable 
to either maintain profit levels or pass on pay rises to customers, will lay off workers 
or go bust. 

The most likely scenario in 2023 is rising unemployment as companies strive to 
maintain profitability before even further lay offs as companies fail. Expect to see 
this rising unemployment in one part of the economy as the rich continue to shield 
themselves by hoarding money the economy needs investing to stimulate the growth 
it requires to soak up the excess labour, or reserve army as Marx called them.

All of this means that any efforts to save the environment will be placed firmly on the 
back burner. The most likely outcome for the environment is that efforts to reduce 
the world’s carbon footprint will once again fail as today’s issues will take precedence. 
Expect more severe weather patterns and no moves toward taking the drastic policy 
actions now required.

I have said little about wars, though I noted that they continue to take far too many lives 
in my note yesterday, which, frankly, I expect to continue unabated as governments 
across the globe seek both distractions from the situation we are in and scrabble to 
secure scarce resources for themselves and their populations (in that order). Which is 
not good news for the people of Syria, Kurdistan, Somalia, Yemen or Palestine.

I hope that I am entirely wrong and that on New Years Eve 2023 I am writing to 
you to report that a global, grassroots movement had emerged unexpectedly with a 
commitment to social justice, environmental sustainability and a democracy founded 
on the recognition of the basic moral worth of every human being. But that is, largely, 
up to you.
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SUNAK and Starmer have delivered New Year Speeches that offer little 
apart from vague promises that do nothing to tackle the crisis.
Sunak pledged to halve inflation. An easy promise, seeing that the Office for 

Budget Responsibility has already said that inflation is going to come down because 
of falling energy prices and the easing of bottlenecks in world trade that were driving 

NEW 
YEAR 
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inflation even before the Soviet invasion of Ukraine.

Sunak promised economic growth, perhaps by the end of the year. As with inflation, 
there is little the Government can do to affect the world economy. All the forecasts are 
that the UK will fall further behind the other G7 countries, as recession hurts us more 
and recovery comes later than our economic rivals.

Sunak pledged to reduce the National Debt in order to protect our public services. But 
it is the public sector that faces cuts and wage freezes in order to reduce government 
spending. On the NHS, Sunak promised to reduce waiting times by spring next year 
but had nothing new to offer on the crisis affecting the whole NHS.

Sunak pledged to end the small boat crisis bringing refugees across the channel. The 
only way to do that is to provide safe routes for refugees. Continuing war and climate 
crisis are driving the refugee crisis on a world scale. No government policy can change 
that.

Starmer is not in office. His pledges were for policies his government would introduce 
if he won in 2025. He had nothing to say about what the government should be 
doing now, made no demands that people can mobilise around in advance of a general 
election.

So we have a pledge for total green energy by 2030 but nothing on the need for a 
wealth tax and price controls now. He promises to invest in training for more NHS 
staff and pledges a real pay rise for care workers. How is he going to do that when 
most care workers are employed by the private care sector? Does he have a plan for an 
integrated National Health and Care Service? If so, he should have a word with his 
Shadow Health Secretary, Wes Streeting, who wants to let American private health 
insurers and contractors loose on the NHS.

Taking Back Control is Starmer’s rebrand of existing policies to devolve more powers 
from Westminster to local authorities. Not that we are taking back control by 
nationalising energy, water, rail and bus services. And Labour will not be ‘getting its big 
government cheque-book out … to spend our way out of their mess’. Instead Starmer 
maintains we need ‘a robust private sector, creating wealth in every community.’ No 
mention of how we are going to redistribute that wealth and stop tax evasion.

Both Sunak and Starmer offer us New Year Delusions. Our hopes and expectations 
will be sacrificed to ensure that capitalism can carry on. It is no good putting our faith 
in a change of government. Only socialism has the answer.
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FEEDBACK 2FEEDBACK 2
Editor@CreatingSocialism.org

We love it when you contact us to tell us how wrong we are, 
how right we are or to point out things that we have missed. 
This is a selection of feedback we have received in the past few 

days.
Prospects For Socialism 2023, published in our morning email on January 1st

Well, that was all very negative Dave!  I think I’ll just carry on with my hope for a 
better future, a hope that wakes me up every morning and gets me through the days. 

‘Happy New Year.

Lynne Edwards

The Italian Marxist Antonio Gramsci penned the following prescription for socialists: 
‘Pessimism of the intelligence; optimism of the will’.

The first element of Gramsci’s couplet does not call for pessimism per se, of course, 
but rather a sober appraisal of the balance of class forces at any given moment, in 
which any rose-tinted spectacles have been firmly discarded.

Dave Middleton’s ‘Prospects’ certainly satisfy the Gramscian requirement for sobriety, 
but I think that he overlooks a number of favourable elements, in both the subjective 
and objective spheres, for our side.

This then is an alternative prognosis which rehearses various counterpoints and reads 
the balance sheet more positively. I hope we will be able to reconvene on 1st January 
2024 to see which account came nearer the mark.

It is important to say that the current upturn in class struggle, uneven but evident not 
only here but globally, is the outcome of a profound economic crisis of capitalism. 
There is no solution in sight, as Dave notes in the European context when referring to 
‘a recession for which mainstream politics has no answer’.

Bourgeois economics is bereft of lifelines to offer precisely because it does not grasp 
that the faltering rate of profit is the cause of crisis. Economists like Michael Roberts 
have convincingly  demonstrated this long process of decline. 
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The only remedy available within the system is to increase the rate of exploitation of 
labour. Inflation, along with continuing attacks on the so-called social wage, are the 
manifestation of attempts by the capitalist class to achieve that increase. However, 
this risks driving forward the very working class resistance that we have seen gaining 
momentum over the last half year.

Dave is right to consider factors which could dissipate the strike wave. Media hostility? 
That is a given. Shifting public opinion? Public opinion has never carried workers 
to victory, nor condemned them to defeat. Labour Party indifference or outright 
hostility? Again, I think this is a needless concern, on the grounds that Labour has 
never supported workers in struggle. On the contrary, the party’s entire raison d’être 
has always been the idea that parliament and not the picket line is the arena where 
change can be won.

My case then is that capitalism cannot escape from its gravedigger. But what of 
the gravedigger’s temperament and wakefulness? What of the ‘subjective factor’? 
Notwithstanding the attempts of central banks to discipline labour by varying the 
cost of borrowing (interest rates) workers in the UK have inflicted a number of defeats 
on the bosses. Bin workers in Birmingham, dockers in Felixstowe and Liverpool, 
along with smaller scale fights like CHEP here on my doorstep. Growing numbers of 
workers have gained in confidence to try and repulse the bosses’ offensive and there is 
a growing sense that we have no alternative.

Certainly the Tories hope to sit it out in the hope that sheer hardship will stifle the 
mood, but their capitalist paymasters are deeply divided as to the correct strategy. The 
resulting divisions and internal bickering in the Tory ranks are evidence of weakness, 
rather than strength.

Dave suggests that ‘the wave of militancy could stop as quickly as it started’. Let’s hope 
that’s wrong, but it’s certainly wrong to suggest that it sprang up as if from nowhere. 
It was the product of 10 years or more of austerity and the pent up anger generated, 
along with the manifest cash bonanza being enjoyed by the rich.

Finally, although the outcome is not yet settled, socialists should recognise that here 
are opportunities not seen since the defeats of the Thatcher years. Opportunities not 
only to build and try to generalise the resistance, but to win new layers of workers to 
the politics of class struggle, and to serious socialist organisation.

Bring it on !

Richard Purdie



January 8th 2023

31

Mike Stanton’s article on Socialists and the next election (read on our website) provoked 
a lot of agreement and raised the question of how we should go about building a 
socialist alternative to Starmer’s Labour Party.

Says it all for those disillusioned with the Labour Party. No one to vote for until we get 
a true socialist alternative. I’ll be voting for any TUSC, socialist or decent independent. 
If I can, other than that I’ll be spoiling the ballot paper..

Kevin Rathbone

Excellent but how do we mobilize the socialists to form a viable alternative?

Lisa Pearce

Clearly and succinctly put. Would also depend on the local Labour candidate; if any 
socialists still manage to get through that is.

Kerryann Lund

Agree with Mike Stanton the present manifestation of the Labour Party has no appeal. 
It’s merely become a party of the flag waving establishment.

Gabriel Peachey

I fully agree with Mike, it is something I have pondered since the {was going to 
swear!} Starmer conned the Parties membership to vote for him. Why can’t the various 
socialist parties that are in existence get together? A good article.

Colin Oakley

I’ll never vote Labour. It isn’t and never has been a socialist party. It’s an imperialist 
party that keeps capitalism safe. We have got to stop pinning our hopes on it. Our 
parliamentary democracy was made in feudal times and was never meant to be 
democratic, it was meant to be a steam valve, keeping us confused and tribal.

We need a new form of democracy that’s not hierarchical or controlled by money. 
It should be sovereign at a ward level with recallable delegates. The only way I see 
of making this happen is if all revolutionary left groups come together and have a 
conference where they agree a simple platform.

As for day to day practice we should attack on all fronts, form local chapters and 
campaign and support what’s important to you. I personally believe that it’s not 
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possible to build new local councils of workers so perhaps we should attempt to take 
over local councils and democratize the ward system, by making councillors delegates 
recallable by the ward meetings.

It’s time the left stopped being historians or fans of some dead theoretician and fight 
for what we all want:  an end to capitalism and a socialist world.

Nigel Thomas

The case for a Labour GE vote, from a revolutionary socialist perspective, has never 
rested on the premise that Labour is ‘more progressive than the Tories’. Far from it. 
Any serious study of Labour’s history, all the way from Keir Hardie to Keir Starmer 
and whether in office or opposition, shows the Party to be a loyal handmaiden of 
capitalism and supporter of the capitalist state.

The argument proceeds, instead, from an assessment about what electoral outcomes 
will, in the given circumstances, assist or conversely damage worker’s’ confidence to 
fight for their collective interests on the ground. 

And only if one regards the working class as potentially a revolutionary class capable of 
overturning capitalism does this calculation become paramount. In other words, only 
from a Marxist political perspective.

Richard Purdie

Starmer has made it clear, he didn’t want socialists or Corbyn supporters in “HIS” 
Party. I got that ! So he won’t want me to walk down to the polling station at the end 
of my road and vote Labour while he is the leader. Simple really!

Barry Keeble

I feel the same way Mike. Therefore I’ve decided that if there is a socialist alternative 
in my area I will vote for them. If not I will vote AGAINST neoliberal parties like the 
Conservatives, Labour and LibDems but will vote for any local outliers as a protest 
vote! It may not make a difference within my local area, but if we all did that it would 
show that the major national parties are losing votes.

Lynne Edwards
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Meanwhile, electoral politics are being challenged by direct action. Our report, 
‘Extinction Rebellion Change Tactics’ (read on our website) brought this response.

We live on the only life giving  planet in the known universe.

It provides for us in glorious abundance, a single seed of almost any variety will return 
that food tenfold, nay a thousand fold in many cases. Ruminant animals feed the soil 
to grow the food and the people yet we transport these creatures halfway around the 
world leaving our own ground barren in some bizarre search for excess profit. 

We found the technology to create further energy from sun, wind and water, yet we 
dug down into the earth enslaving millions for something that was always going to be 
a temporary solution. 

The intelligence of the inhabitants is astonishing, pick up any object and marvel at the 
sheer genius of its creation, a glass, a phone or a simple book. Why then oh why do 
we allow the greed of a few to dominate and impoverish the rest of us? Why? 

Half the world is starving and what do the billionaires give them? Money making 
vaccines. Why not windmills, solar panels, and the ability to grow their own food? 
Real food, not processed means better health. Fact. 

Until people understand the method of their enslavement things will not change. 

Sharon Betts
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by Jo Buchanan

“I just use fashion as an excuse 
to talk about politics. Because 
I’m a fashion designer, it gives 

me a voice, which is really good.”

Manfred Werner/Tsui - CC by-sa 3.0, CC BY-SA 3.0, 

via Wikimedia Commons

Activist and designer, Vivienne Westwood, who died aged 81 on 29th December, 
was born in Cheshire in 1941. The family moved to London in 1958. She attended 
the Harrow Art School, but felt her working class background would make it 
impossible for her to make a successful living in the world of art. She became a 
primary school teacher, but at the same time began to sell the jewellery she created 
on Portobello Road. 

Westwood had three marriages but was particularly well know for her marriage to 
Malcolm McLaren. She created clothes from his designs. In the late 1970s teenage 
fans were sporting studs, outfits to express indignation at society and hair cuts in 
spiky styles. Her clothes were worn by the Sex Pistols and in the 1980s by Adam 
and the Ants. Westwood and McLaren produced collections for London and Paris.
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Later achievements, after the partnership with McLaren was dissolved, included 
designing academic robes for Kings College, London, in 2007 and the uniforms for 
the Virgin Atlantic crew.

Westwood’s work has been described in detail in many publications over the years. She 
has been called ‘maverick’, ‘radical’, ‘trailblazing’ and ‘rebellious’. She is particularly 
associated with her punk fashion creations. But many of the sources that described her 
work during her life and some of her obituaries do not do enough to emphasise that 
she was not only radical in the designs she created but also in her activism. Fashion for 
Westwood was about challenging the status quo and promoting change.

The following statement is taken from her website before her death: “We have always 
used our collections and catwalk shows as a platform to campaign for a better world. 
Vivienne herself continues to speak out tirelessly about the effects of climate change 
and over-consumption, while mobilising international attention around ecological 
crusading”.

Despite making a living in the world of fashion, Westwood once said, “Everybody is 
buying too many clothes”. She disliked waste. This was part of her campaigning to 
make better use of the world's resources and avoid adding to landfill. She saw her art 
work as a fashion designer as integral to her campaign.

Westwood supported numerous charities and campaigns, among them Liberty, War 
Child and Amnesty International. She became an ambassador for Greenpeace, founded 
her own organisation, Climate Revolution, and launched a global campaign to put an 
end to drilling and industrial fishing in the Arctic. 

It is important when we look back at Westwood’s legacy that we do not separate her 
fashion from her activism. The reason she gave for being involved in fashion was “to 
destroy the word ‘conformity’”. Her aim was to “confront the rotten status quo”, using 
fashion as her medium.

In 2018 she stated, “We have an enormous global problem: our politicians are not 
listening to our scientists.  We have barely 20 years to stop things, otherwise we shall 
reach a tipping point and we can draw a line across the earth and everywhere below 
Paris will be uninhabitable.  By the end of this century we will be only one billion 
people.”
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Westwood was also committed to the campaign to free Julian Assange. She used to 
cycle regularly to the Ecuadorian embassy where he remained for seven years and in 
2012 designed a T-shirt with the words “I’m Julian Assange“ across it. She increased her 
support for him when the threat of extradition became more serious. In 2020, while 
he was on trial, she spent time suspended in a cage outside the Old Bailey wearing 
yellow - a symbol of a canary caged in a coal mine. She stated, “Julian Assange is in 
a cage and he needs to get out. Don’t extradite to America.“ Westwood and Andreas 
Kronthaler, Westwood’s third husband, designed the dress Stella Moris wore for her 
HMP Belmarsh wedding to Julian in 2022. It was described as a ‘graffiti’ wedding 
dress inscribed with 'valiant', 'relentless' and 'free love'. Assange wore a tartan kilt 
made by Westwood to honour his Scottish roots. 

There is hardly a more fitting tribute to a brave and daring activist and designer than 
that an unjustly imprisoned man of such integrity, who has done so much to expose 
the lies of politicians and promote the freedom of expression, should be seeking 
permission from the authorities in Belmarsh prison to go to her funeral. A Ministry of 
Justice spokesperson believes it is unlikely such a request would be granted.

Those who admired Westwood and mourn her loss could do no better than to pursue 
the causes she championed with renewed energy, whether supporting children whose 
lives were torn apart by conflict, fighting against the extradition of Julian Assange or 
campaigning to save the planet and the life forms it supports. 

Image courtesy of 
Assangedefense.org


