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ON WEDNESDAY over half a million British workers 
will be on strike for better pay and conditions. This 
might be a long way from open rebellion but it is 

a significant, and timely, shot across the bows of the ruling 
class.
We don’t want to get carried away, the strikers and their supporters 
are not attempting to bring down the government. In fact, beyond a 
decent standard of living and a pause in the class war being waged by 
the Tories, the demands are the usual fare that are the staple of trade 
union agitation.

Yet, for all that, this seems an important moment. John Bald, a former 
Ofsted inspector, and now Vice-President of the Conservative Education 
Society said on Conservative Home, “The teachers’ strikes will fail. 
They always have.”  This is the wishful thinking of somebody who 
has probably been at the top of the education tree for a considerable 
number of years.

He is right in one respect. One day strikes often cost more than they 
gain for the workers affected. But that does not mean they fail. And, 
of course, on Wednesday it is not just teachers who are on strike. It 
is also rail workers, academics and civil servants taking action on the 
same day.

It is far short of a general strike, but it will be the biggest day of strike 
action for a number of years. As the government have conceded, “We’re 
in no doubt that this strike action, some of which will fall on the same 
day or days, will cause significant disruption to the public.”

Yes, that is the general idea. Because a strike that causes no disruption 
to anybody is hardly worth having. And just to be clear. Despite the 

What we think.
Strikes can win. But .....
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government claiming that it is something called ‘unions’ that are to blame, these 
strikes, predominantly in the public sector, are the responsibility of those who 
hold the purse strings. In this case, the government.

Pushing somebody into a corner and then crying because they fight back does 
not put you in the right. It simply shows that when you stand up to a bully they 
do tend to back down.

But what of the Trades Union Congress? Only the TUC could call a general 
strike. Of course, workers could simply get together and decide to have one, 
but there appears to be no credible organisation of workers calling for such 
action. The TUC have designated Wednesday ‘protect the right to strike’ day and 
there are a series of rallies in places as diverse as Nottingham, Cardiff, London, 
Edinburgh, Plymouth, Norwich, Leeds, Wigan and Cambridge. (A link to the 
TUC’s map is on our campaigns page.) But is a two-hour rally really going to 
bring the government down? The media will take a sympathetic look at the rallies 
and picket lines and conclude that the strikers are unreasonable. Journalists have 
children who should be in school and trains to catch, you know.

Clearly it is in the interest of all the unions to oppose even more restrictive 
legislation. But simply holding rallies of the faithful and launching a petition is 
not going to bring down the government. And even if it did what are we going 
to replace them with?

Labour’s position on strikes is, at best, ambiguous. We start from a simple 
assertion. Labour had 13 years in government to reverse the anti-trade union laws 
and failed to do so. Now we are expected to believe Starmer when he says that 
he will repeal Sunak’s latest attack on the right of workers to take strike action. 
He asserts, time and time again, that under Labour these strikes would not take 
place. Yet, at the same time, says he would not pay the cost of living rises being 
demanded. Both these things cannot be true and we think we know which one 
will turn out to be the case if Labour win the next election.

We are fully behind the strikers taking action this week. We are implacably opposed 
to all anti-strike legislation including the latest round. We do not believe however 
that we can trust politicians to serve us, and believe that we need grassroots 
organisation to take this campaign forward.
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Ukraine has been in the news this week. President Zelenskyy, the 
poster boy for Western Democracy in its heroic struggle against 
Russian tyranny, has been forced to launch a purge of government 

officials amid allegations of corruption and profiteering from the war with 
Russia.
Critical Mass has always opposed the Russian invasion. But we have never bought 
into the narrative that this is an existential struggle between western values and eastern 
totalitarianism. Democracy in Ukraine has always been fragile, subject to coups and 
countercoups. And whichever faction has been in power, be it pro-Russia or pro-West, 

What we think.
Give peace a chance

corruption has always 
been rife.

Now, even when facing 
an implacable foe who 
wants to destroy their 
country, with foreign 
aid pouring into the 
country, members of 
the ruling elite cannot 
resist the temptation 
to line their pockets at 
the expense of the war 
effort. In time of war 
isn’t that treason?

Media coverage of the scandal has skirted over this aspect and preferred to speculate 
on whether the news will weaken western resolve to stand firm against Putin. This has 
been one theme of the week. There is a best selling novel in France that has got the 
New York Times worried because of its sympathetic portrayal of Putin. Because the 
French are a cultured people who take their novels seriously, the NYT thinks this may 
weaken Macron’s political resolve to stand by Ukraine.

Would you give a tank to this man?
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UK media are suggesting that Germany’s initial reluctance to allow its Leopard 2 
tanks to be sent to Ukraine might make Germany a pariah state and an apologist for 
Putin. Looking further afield, South Africa is being attacked for hosting naval exercises 
involving Russian warships. South Africa insists that it is non-aligned. But it is also a 
member of BRICS, the alliance of Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa that 
was set up as a counterpoint to the G7 countries.

What is emerging is a picture, not of two mutually exclusive alliances representing 
good and evil, but of two shifting alliances in which moral superiority plays second 
fiddle to strategic advantage. And, as our news team reported on Thursday, even the 
British Government was prepared to break sanctions on Russia to allow the oligarch 
running Putin’s private army of mercenaries to sue a journalist in the UK courts. It 
seems that western values that demand unconditional support for a corrupt regime in 
Ukraine do not extend to defending investigative journalists in the UK.

And what about the peace process? What peace process? Exactly! In any other conflict 
the United Nations would be involved. There would be diplomatic channels open to 
negotiate a ceasefire with at least the prospect of a peace settlement.

Peace is badly needed. Not just because war is wrong. But because the suffering of war 
always falls on the innocent. As of April last year the International Organisaton of 
Migration estimated that 7.1 million Ukrainians had been ‘displaced’. With the heavy 
shelling since, that figure is probably beyond the 10 million mark by now. 

The United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights reports that over 7,000 
Ukrainian civilians have died since the invasion began. Whilst around 7,000 Russians 
had died in the invasion up to September. For most of the west the deaths are an 
acceptable price to pay to have the Russians blamed for all the ills of western capitalism. 

This war serves nobody but a ruling class desperate to find a way to explain the cost 
of living crisis and rising energy costs. Despite this, or maybe because of it, there has 
been no credible attempt to negotiate a peaceful outcome.

Putin made a disastrous foreign policy blunder, but NATO is exploiting this to wage a 
proxy war on Russia, even at the risk of nuclear escalation. This has effectively silenced 
the voices for peace in the west. It is up to socialists to raise the necessary but unpopular 
demand to give peace a chance.   

https://creatingsocialism.org/
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Threats to democracy compiled by Mike Stanton

EdgeNotes
This week’s question was prompted by a newspaper article asserting 

that Putin is a threat to our democracy. It seems we have plenty 
of other threats closer to home so I asked people to name their 

greatest threat to democracy and how to deal with it.

ADAM COLCLOUGH
If we lose our right to protest, democracy dies.

The greatest threat to our democratic freedoms comes from the Government itself, in 
the shape of legislation to limit, and if they can get away with it, remove our right to 
protest.

In the frame are the establishment’s usual suspects: trades unionists, environmental 
campaigners, groups that oppose spending money on weapons when children are 
going hungry in a wealthy country, an uppity proletariat who thinks that making 
a substantial donation to the Tory Party shouldn’t be the only way to influence 
government policy.

The argument put forward is that protests are ‘inconvenient’ and so must be prevented. 
This prompts the question, inconvenient for who? I have spent the autumn and winter 
on various picket lines and can count on one hand the number of negative comments 
from the public. The only people inconvenienced by protests are the government, 
who are making such an epic failure of dealing with the challenges the country faces.

What can we do to prevent our right to protest being taken away? Don’t look to the 
official opposition for help for a start, when the Labour Party, which owes its existence 
to the unions, tells its MPs not to join picket lines, you know they have abandoned 
the working class.

The one-word answer to the second question is ‘organise’. Hopefully the rallies around 
the country on 1st February will be the start of that process.
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SUSIE GRANIC

I see the USA as one of the greatest threats to our democratic freedoms and have done 
for as long as I can remember. It’s the arrogance of that country’s government – and 
much of its people – in thinking they have some god-given right to interfere in the 
interests of other nations, and they can just tell ‘smaller’ nations what to do.

As a New Zealander by birth, I take a keen interest in the politics of that country and 
remember well in 1985 when the NZ government refused permission for a US ship to 
dock. The Labour Government elected the previous year had decided to enact policies 
to make NZ a nuclear-free country. The USS Buchanan then requested permission to 
dock but would neither confirm nor deny that they were carrying nuclear weapons. 
And so the NZ Government said a very clear ‘no’ to their request. Consequently, the 
US froze New Zealand out of the ANZUS military alliance and downgraded their 
diplomatic status from that of a close ally to a friend. Although NZ has since allied 
itself with the US, in Afghanistan for example, that did it for me. Their behaviour in 
the Vietnam War had first sown the seed of distrust in me, and this incident began my 
real loathing for that country’s government.

We talk a lot about sovereignty these days and countries abusing other countries’ 
sovereignty, but this is what the US tried to do, and continues to do to this day, often 
with catastrophic and deadly results.

I’d love to see nations sanctioning the US, but of course it’s never going to happen. 
The US is the bully on the international playground.

DAVE MIDDLETON
The greatest threat to democracy is not a person, but our collective complacency. I 
think we tend to think of democracy as voting, parliament and politicians. That is 
certainly a definition, but a limited one. Democracy is from the Greek word demos 
meaning ‘village’. It was the smallest administrative unit of Athenian democracy. It 
meant that, in order to affect Athenian life, decisions were taken at the most local level 
possible. Of course, the fact that you had to be an adult male who was born a freeman 
means we should be wary of wanting to emulate the Greeks too closely. More popularly, 
demos means ‘people’, and democracy is from the word ‘demokratia’ meaning ‘people 
power’. We have completely lost sight of the origins of democracy and now think it 
is simply about voting for a limited number of options, none of which gives power to 
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the people. Instead, what we have done is ceded power to elites who use the demos to 
rule over us,  supposedly in our interests. It may well be time for people to realise that, 
by outsourcing political power, we have disenfranchised ourselves. Instead of rule by 
the people, modern democracy has become rule over the people. It is time to take the 
demos back and establish a democracy in which power is in the hands of the people 
and rule is ‘by the people, for the people’.

MARILYN TYZACK
The understandable and easy response to this question from those of us on the left is 
that the USA is the greatest threat to democracy. This is supported by the findings of 
the American historian William Blum, who publishes an “updated summary of the 
record of US foreign policy” annually.

The latest update shows that, since 1945, the US has tried to overthrow more than 50 
governments, many of them democratically elected, has grossly interfered in elections 
in 30 countries, has bombed the civilian populations of 30 countries, has used chemical 
and biological weapons and attempted to assassinate foreign leaders.

Bad as this is, it is far more worrying to note that this is rarely mentioned, not only in 
the USA but also in other western democracies.

The same can be said about many other issues, including the war in Ukraine and the 
lack of any concern about this Government’s constant attacks on our human rights.

So, it is my contention that it is the imbalance of power between the ruling elite and 
the rest of us that is the greatest threat. The enforcement of the dominant ideology 
is a key weapon in this armoury. The way this is enforced and supported by all the 
major institutions frames how the majority of the population thinks about the nature 
of society, their place in society, and their connection to a social class. The evidence 
shows that even in serious cases of abuse it is rarely challenged.

JO BUCHANAN
Our democratic rights include, among several others, the right to life, respect for 
family, personal liberty, a fair trial and not to be tortured or treated inhumanely. One 
name alone demonstrates how an individual can have none of these: Julian Assange. 
In our pandering to the US, he has lost them all.

These rights certainly do not apply to everyone. If we all had the equal right to life, 
we would prioritise the NHS. Serious underfunding results in unnecessary deaths 
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daily. Families in poverty are torn apart when their struggle to maintain a home falls 
to pieces; no respect for family life there. And many refugees find no right to family 
life either, to any basic rights. Personal liberty is under threat. I believe surveillance 
is creeping apace, often under the radar, and the Government is blatantly curtailing 
protests and demonstrations.

Where does the threat to our democratic rights come from? Greedy corporations? The 
US? Neoliberal ideology? Power and status-hungry politicians? Apathy? Despair? Fear? 
Media bias? All of these?

To redress the wrongs we need self-awareness, energy to fight, greater determination 
to seek the truth, more scepticism towards MSM, so that we are better informed, 
reduced obsession with social media platforms and ‘entertainment’. Then more and 
more of us will recognise just what our society has become and rise up in protest.

MIKE STANTON
The Romans used Bread and Circuses to keep the plebs happy. The Tories use circuses 
to distract us while taking our bread. The entertainment industry has always been 
a distraction from the evils of capitalism. Think of the lavish musicals and stars of 
the silver screen when the Hollywood dream factory provided an escape from the 
nightmare of living during the Great Depression.

But everywhere you look nowadays, be it print or broadcast or social media, they 
don’t just distract us from politics. Politicians are now part of the celebrity culture and 
regularly turn up on so called ‘reality’ shows, Matt Hancock being the latest example.

As a result, the political pages have become gossip columns where personality triumphs 
over policy. We are even being prepared for the next episode of the Boris Johnson Saga 
as the hapless Sunak looks set to lose to the equally hapless Starmer in a Westminster 
remake of Dumb and Dumber.

They did get serious about politics when Corbyn threatened to call out the Emperor’s 
new clothes and reminded us that politics was once about principles rather than 
princely pals.

But reality is breaking through. Shivering in the dark with the telly turned off during 
a cost of living crisis gives you time to think. Seeing the pickets out on a nearly daily 
basis gives you a chance to act. Give us bread or we will throw you to the lions! That’s 
the way to save democracy and put an end to their circus.
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Compiled by Susie Granic

Hundreds in policing “who shouldn’t be there”
In the ongoing scandal surrounding the behaviour of Met officers, the 
Police Commissioner has said that two to three criminal cases against 
officers are expected to go to court every week in the coming months. Sir 
Mark Rowley apologised to the victims of former officer David Carrick 
and said the public should “prepare for more painful stories as we confront 
cases that… corrupt our integrity”. He also said that the Met will “probably 
find many cases where we got it wrong” in their review of around 1,000 
allegations relating to officers and staff historically accused of sexual 
offences and domestic abuse. Referring to the “ghastly case” of Carrick, 
he said: “We’re all equally horrified. We have hundreds in policing who 
shouldn’t be here, Carrick is an awful example of that.” Shame they don’t 
take more care when employing these people then.

Nearly one in 14 identify as 
LGB+ census shows

Nearly one in 14 young people in England and Wales identify as lesbian, 
gay, bisexual or another minority sexual orientation, more than twice the 
level for the overall population, the 2021 census shows. The census took 
place in England and Wales on 21st March 2021, and its findings are 
being released in stages by the Office for National Statistics (ONS). There 
are sharp variations across the country, with some local areas recording as 
many as one in six 16-24 year-olds identifying as LGB+. Young adults are 
also the most likely age group to say their gender identity is different from 
their sex registered at birth, with one in 100 identifying as such.

South Africans protest power cuts
Hundreds of people have taken to the streets of Johannesburg to protest 
about a prolonged energy crisis which has caused record power cuts in 
South Africa. The demonstrators gathered this week in the city to march 
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on the headquarters of the ruling African National Congress (ANC) party. Scheduled 
blackouts, known as load shedding, have burdened South Africa for years, as the state-
owned energy firm Eskom has failed to keep pace with demand and maintain its 
ageing coal power infrastructure. But the outages have reached new extremes over 
the past 12 months, with lights going off several times a day, sometimes for almost 
12 hours in total. At an ANC meeting this week, president Cyril Ramaphosa said the 
government was looking to import electricity from abroad and add production from 
renewable energy sources.

Protestors and police continue to clash in Peru
Unrest in Peru continues as thousands of protesters took to the streets of the capital to 
demand President Dina Boluarte’s resignation, immediate elections and the dissolution 
of Congress. They were met with volleys of tear gas and pellets amid clashes with 
security forces just hours after Boluarte called for a ‘truce’ in the almost two months 
of protests which have followed the removal of President Pedro Castillo.

Pope calls on bishops to welcome 
LGBTQ people into the church

Pope Francis has criticised laws that criminalise homosexuality, saying they are 
unjust and that God loves all his children just as they are. He has called on Catholic 
bishops who support the laws to welcome LGBTQ people into the church. Francis 
acknowledged that Catholic bishops in some parts of the world support laws that 
criminalise homosexuality or discriminate against the LGBTQ community but he 
attributed such attitudes to cultural backgrounds and said bishops in particular need 
to undergo a process of change to recognise the dignity of everyone. Some 67 countries 
or jurisdictions worldwide criminalise consensual same-sex sexual activity, 11 of which 
can or do impose the death penalty, according to the Human Dignity Trust, which 
works to end such laws.

https://creatingsocialism.org/subscribe/
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Compiled by Teodora Hansen

Last week we could talk about a tendency towards coordination 
between unions in their battles against under-inflation pay 
settlements. At the moment it can be said with certainty 

that the massive wave of strikes, the biggest experienced in the 
UK since the miners strike of 1984-5, shows the will and power 
of unions to not only coordinate, but fiercely stand together 
in solidarity against the arrogant employers and the employer-
supporting government.
As Nigel Smith writes in xekinima.org:

“The possibility of a general strike in the UK is now being firmly discussed 
in trades unions and trades councils across the UK. As far back as August 
2022, Mick Lynch, the general secretary of the RMT union (Rail Maritime 
and Transport), considered the possibility of broad coordinated strike 
action very close to that which is taking place at the present time, but said 
that a general strike is, “not in my power, it’s up to the TUC… what you 
are going to get is a wave of solidarity action, generalised strike action, 
synchronised action.” Mick’s prediction has been born out and we should 
now escalate.”

RCN industrial action on Monday 6 
February and Tuesday 7 February.
There will be strikes in an impressive number of locations in England and 
Wales, listed here:

According to the BBC, more than 20000 healthcare and ambulance workers 
are expected to walk out.

Nurses say all-out strike action is ”inevitable” due to government “arrogance”. 
The government has refused to heed calls to improve the pay and working 
conditions of nursing staff across England, Wales and Northern Ireland.

Nurses say all-out strike action ‘inevitable’ due to government ‘arrogance’

Junior Doctors balloting for strike

https://xekinima.org/the-discussion-around-a-general-strike-in-the-uk/
https://www.rcn.org.uk/Get-Involved/Campaign-with-us/Fair-Pay-for-Nursing/Strike-hub/Strike-locations
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-northern-ireland-64400715
https://nursingnotes.co.uk/news/politics/nurses-say-all-out-strike-action-inevitable-due-to-government-arrogance/
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BMA’s UK Council approves the Scottish Junior Doctor Committee to ballot members 
for strike action. Dr Chris Smith, Chair of SJDC, said: “This is an important step 
forward in our battle to win full pay restoration for Scottish junior doctors and finally 
make a huge difference to the morale of a workforce that is on its knees, and working 
in an NHS collapsing around them. We are clear that, after having pay eroded by 
23.5% since 2008, enough is enough and we will simply not allow our crucial work 
to be devalued and doctors forced out of the profession in Scotland at this early stage 
of their careers any longer.

The ballot will be opened in the first quarter of 2023 and dates will be confirmed in 
due course.

Rail Workers
There are currently three unions in dispute with the railway companies: the RMT, 
Aslef and the TSSA. The Rail Delivery Group, representing rail employers, made 
a new pay offer on 19 January, which includes a backdated pay rise of 5%, and a 
4% increase this year, which is being considered. As it stands, train drivers who are 
members of Aslef, are to strike across 15 train operating companies on 1st and 3rd 
February after their union rejected a previous pay offer. Drivers who are members of 
the RMT will join them on these dates across 14 companies. The Transport Salaried 
Staffs’ Association (TSSA) has announced that thousands of members across 12 train 
operating companies will vote in a ballot which closes 28 February as “some distance” 
remains in pay talks with the Rail Delivery Group.  It settled its dispute with Network 
Rail, accepting an offer worth 9-11%.

Who is on strike and when?

UCU members to strike for 16 days in February
UCU announced last week that its members will strike for 18 days in February and 
March in its ongoing dispute over pay, pensions and conditions. Here are the dates 
from UCU:

– 1 February  

– 9-10 February 

– 14-16 February 

– 21-23 February 

https://www.bma.org.uk/bma-media-centre/scottish-junior-doctor-strike-ballot-gets-green-light
https://www.personneltoday.com/hr/who-is-on-strike-and-when/
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– 27 February to 2 March 

– 16-17 March 

– 20-22 March.

UCU members are striking over pay, the casualisation of employment contracts, and 
changes to pension arrangements that it claims will see some members losing up to 
35% of their future retirement income.

Failure to offer teachers a fair and decent pay award
Members of NASUWT will take strike action In Northern Ireland on Tuesday 21 
February over the failure to offer teachers a fair and decent pay award. The teachers 
union is calling for a fully funded 12% pay award for 2022/23. The strike action will 
consist of a half day strike on the morning of 21 February. The strike action follows a 
concerted campaign of action short of strike action across all grant-aided schools.

Justin McCamphill, NASUWT National Official Northern Ireland, said: 
“Our members would rather be in school working with their pupils, but have had no option 
but to take this action in order to stand up for their right to a salary which reflects the skilled 
and difficult work they do and which enables them to weather the cost of living crisis. 
“The current pay offer is simply insufficient.” 

Civil servants to strike
PCS has announced that about 100,000 civil servants will strike on 1st February in 
a dispute over pay, jobs and conditions. The industrial action will involve members 
in 124 government departments and follows walkouts last month involving Border 
Force staff, driving examiners, and National Highways workers. PCS is seeking a 10% 
pay rise for civil servants. 

No progress in talks between Royal Mail and CWU
There is no progress in talks between the Royal Mail and the CWU. Union leaders are 
accusing Royal Mail of intimidation tactics, including the suspension of more than 
200 workers. The CWU, which represents 115,000 postal workers at Royal Mail, will 
be re-balloting them to secure a new mandate for industrial action. The union rejected 
Royal Mail’s offer of a pay rise of up to 9% over 18 months in exchange for changes to 
working hours and voluntary Sunday working. It is sending ballot papers to members 
later this month, with results expected on 16 February.

https://www.nasuwt.org.uk/article-listing/northern-ireland-teachers-to-strike-over-pay.html
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Got a strike or ballot we have missed then 
let Teodora know by writing to: 

workers_united@creatingsocialism.org

Amazon workers striking in Coventry
300 out of more than 1,000 workers are striking at a warehouse in Coventry. The first 
ever UK walkout of staff at Amazon was held the 25th of January. The GMB has said 
that more strikes could be scheduled in a dispute over a 50p pay rise to £10.50, an 
hourly rate the union says lags behind other employers in the logistics sector.

Jeremy Corbyn said on Twitter: ” It takes an Amazon warehouse worker more than 8 
weeks to earn what CEO Jeff Bezos makes in a single second. Today, they are taking 
strike action for the first time in the UK over pay and conditions. Solidarity with @
GMB_union members making history.”

It takes an Amazon warehouse worker more than 8 weeks to earn what CEO Jeff 
Bezos makes in a single second. 
Today, they are taking strike action for the first time in the UK over pay and 
conditions. 
Solidarity with @GMB_union members making history. — Jeremy Corbyn 

(@jeremycorbyn) January 25, 2023

https://t.co/Qso3v0QFAH
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WHAT IS THE CAUSE OF THE INCREASE IN PRICES?

Dave Middleton

It may be that we are seeing a cooling off in price rises. The triggers for 
higher prices are threefold: higher cost of component parts, higher cost of 
labour and corporate greed. 

Employers and governments deny the existence of one of those, ignore the 
effect of another and blame the third factor regardless of any evidence. You 
can guess which one.

But let’s look at the others. Costs would include the servicing of loans. If 
interest rates rise, then companies have to pay more on any loans they have. 
This would drive up their costs and might justify increasing their prices. 

A report by the Bank of England in November 2019 was headlined with this 
message:

“The share of large UK companies with high debt-servicing burdens would 
remain below historical peaks, even with large increases in borrowing costs 
or large falls in earnings.”“The share of large UK companies with high debt-
servicing burdens would remain below historical peaks, even with large 
increases in borrowing costs or large falls in earnings.”

In other words, servicing debts, even with higher interest rates, was not felt 
to be a factor in driving companies’ prices up.

What of raw materials? Clearly, if raw materials increase, then profits 
decrease. In these circumstances companies would be more than justified in 
raising prices.

In fact, despite some rises throughout 2021, by December the World Bank 
was reporting that the “World Bank’s Agriculture Raw Material Price Index 
has declined over the last six months and is currently more than 15% below 
start-of-the-year levels.”

In other words, there is no evidence that raw materials are driving prices 
upwards. Prices of most goods appear to have peaked and are, in the main, 

https://www.bankofengland.co.uk/bank-overground/2021/how-sensitive-is-uk-corporate-debt-to-increases-in-debt-servicing-costs-or-earnings-shocks
https://blogs.worldbank.org/opendata/raw-material-commodity-prices-retreat-global-economy-slows
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falling at rates which are almost the inverse of inflation.

What about wages? Are greedy workers driving up your weekly shopping bill? 

According to the Office for National Statistics in the year to October 2022 real wages 
fell by an average of 2-2.9%. This needs some qualification because you will almost 
certainly have seen that wages have risen by around 6% and this is true, but Year on 
year the lower your income the more your wages are failing to keep up with inflation. 
Hence, the real terms decline.

So, if it’s not the increased cost of loans, not an increase in the cost of raw materials 
and not workers’ wages, what exactly is driving your shopping basket skyward? 

According to investment analysts, Link Group, things have been quite good for 
shareholder with dividends rising 46% in 2021 and over 13% last year. You might 
note that these figures are considerably above the percentage increases in wages, and 
more significantly, those for inflation.

And what of corporate profits? This headline from Business Insider website says it all: 
“Corporate greed is also partially to blame for the rising prices you’re paying.”  The 
only part of that I would argue with is ‘partially’. Companies, big and small, have 
taken advantage of a narrative of crisis in order to push their profits higher and reward 
not their workers but their shareholders.

The shame is that nobody is talking about taking large, greedy, corporations into the 
public sector because, frankly, that is the only place where they will be under any kind 
of democratic control.

Image by Dorothe from Pixabay

https://www.ons.gov.uk/employmentandlabourmarket/peopleinwork/employmentandemployeetypes/bulletins/averageweeklyearningsingreatbritain/october2022
https://insights.linkgroup.com/insights/?page=Dividend-Monitor-Q3-2022
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FRANCE 
IS VERY 
SEXIST

A GOVERNMENT 
watchdog has 
found that French 

society “remains very sexist 
in all of its spheres”. 

In its report published yesterday The High Council for Equality 
between Women and Men called for a national “emergency plan” to 
combat “the massive, violent and sometimes lethal consequences” 
of sexism.

One-third of women said they have been badgered by their partners 
into sexual acts they did not want, a survey commissioned by the 
council found. About one in seven respondents said men had 
forced sex on them, and a similar number reported having been 
hit and shoved by their partners. This figure appears to be borne 
out by what men aged between 25 and 34 said – almost a quarter 
of these said they sometimes feel compelled to use force to be 
respected.

Sylvie Pierre-Brossolette, the council’s president, expressed 
particular concern about sexism among younger men who had 
“bathed in social media, digital , pornography”. She added that 
sexism must be ”fought from the youngest of ages”.

“Young people in particular are brought up digitally on these 
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scenes of mundane violence, of relations between men and women that are 
completely of domination and dominated and that has impregnated society,” 
Pierre-Brossolette said, when speaking to the broadcaster France Inter. 

The report saw a paradox in public opinion, which recognised the existence 
of sexism but did not reject it in practice, something not uncommon in 
many western societies.

The council found that at least 80% of women believe they are treated worse 
than men on account of their sex. Even if that number is exaggerated, take 
20% off and it’s still 60%, and it should shock us that women still feel this 
way. And they have cause. When, across all age groups, 40% of men think it 
is normal for women to stop working to look after children, it is undeniable 
that women are treated as ‘lesser beings’.

However, while these findings are very disturbing, it must be noted that 
France has made progress in some areas.

Macron’s Government has increased police resources to deal with domestic 
violence and has offered free birth control to all women up to age 25. (But 
do women over 25 not need birth control?) Politicians are also working to 
guarantee France’s abortion rights with a bill intended to prevent any of the 
rollbacks in reproductive rights seen elsewhere, most notably in the United 
States.

This is clearly not enough, and the High Council for Equality described the 
overall situation for women in France as “alarming.”

“Sexism is not retreating in France,” the report said. “On the contrary, some of 
its most violent manifestations are getting worse, and the young generations are 
the most affected.”

This behaviour is not confined to France, and we must never grow complacent 
in our battle for equality.
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Union Drive in the 
Gaming Industry 

ACCORDING to The Game Workers branch of the IWGB, workers in 
the gaming industry need to join a union to fight the levels of exploitation 
and discrimination in the industry.

In the UK 74% of game workers are not paid overtime, but 90% can be 
expected to work extra hours. 
53%  of game 
workers believe that 
their skillset could 
secure better wages 
and conditions in 
another industry. 

45%  of women 
feel they have 
encountered, or 
will at some stage 
encounter barriers to their career progression because of their gender. 

45% of women have experienced some form of bullying or harassment 
whilst working in games or by being associated with the industry. 

Two thirds of games companies (worldwide) do not have mechanisms in 
place to deal with harassment or abuse. 

It is just as bad, if not worse, in the USA where workers are facing an 
uphill battle to unionise against hostile employers. Microsoft has adopted 
a position of neutrality and has just recognised its first union after video 
game testers organised. But others such as Activision Blizzard, whose 
9,000 employees generate a turnover of $9 billion per annum, are doing 
all they can to oppose unions.

While thousands are joining up, the divided nature of the industry, with 

Image by Anton Porsche from Pixabay

https://iwgb.org.uk/
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many working in small units or at home has helped Activision to have some success 
with their union busting tactics. Workers at the World of Warcraft studio, ironically 
named Proletariat, petitioned for a union. Activision responded with company 
meetings where workers were bullied into withdrawing their petition.
And it is not just Activision. The impetus for a union 
came after they were sued by the Californian state 
government for their ‘frat boy’ culture, in which 
women were underpaid and sexually harassed. 
The defence was that they used to be like that, but 
they are changing. There have been similar claims 
against other big companies like Riot, Ubisoft and 
Sony.

Most games employees in the USA support 
unionisation and are coming together online to 
develop their campaigns. The gaming site Polygon 
is supporting the campaign with a free pamphlet 
available on its website.

Just as with Amazon, Starbucks, and many new 
industries in the so-called gig economy, gaming 

is the latest example of workers recognising the need for unions and the need for 
international cooperation. Game Workers Unite has branches in twenty countries 
and its founder, Emma Kinema, has been hired by the Communication Workers of 
America to lead their Campaign to Organise Digital Employees, CODE-CWA.

The new unionism shows that, whatever direction capitalism takes, however hi-tech it 
becomes, it will always need workers. Because it is in its nature, capitalism will always 
abuse and exploit those workers. And, because it is in our nature, workers will always 
organise and mobilise against it.

Harvey John has written about socialists and gaming for Critical Mass. For the players 
it offers a brief respite from capitalism. For the industry workers there will be no 
respite without a union. We look forward to their success and to reading Harvey’s 
review of the first game that proudly proclaims on its cover, “Brought to you by 
unionised labour.”

That free pamphlet is available on this link

https://www.polygon.com/23485977/video-game-unions-guide-explainer
https://www.polygon.com/23485977/video-game-unions-guide-explainer
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ELIOT Higgins, a freelance journalist, published a 

string of stories on his Bellingcat website which 

revealed that Yevgeny Prigozhin, the founder of a 

Russian private army, was serving “as a deniable veneer and 

a round-tripping money laundering channel for government-

mandated overseas operations”.

Wagner, Prigozhin’s company, was revealed by Bellingcat, to have close 

ties to the Kremlin. His group of mercenaries have been involved in 

operations in Ukraine and also have posted online videos of themselves 

engaging in the torture and murder of a Syrian civilian near Palmyra.

Now openDemocracy has revealed that sanctions introduced in 2020 

which were supposed to stop Russian oligarchs from doing business 

were bypassed in order to allow Higgins to be sued. In an item based 

Journalist sued by Russian 
oligarch with help of 
British government
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on a series of hacked emails, the campaigning website reveals that “the UK Treasury 

issued special licences in 2021 to let the oligarch override sanctions and launch an 

aggressive legal campaign against a journalist in the London courts”. That sanction-

busting took place when current Prime Minister Rishi Sunak was still Chancellor.

The openDemocracy investigation alleges that, not only did the British Government 

grant sanction-busting licences to allow a British law firm to work on the case, they also 

allowed British lawyers to fly business class to St Petersburg to meet with Prigozhin’s 

representatives to plan their legal attack in an attempt to get round the global sanctions.

Speaking to openDemocracy, Higgins accused the Government’s OSFI department 

of becoming “embroiled in a scheme to undermine the very sanctions they were 

responsible for governing”.

The case was brought against Higgins in his home country, rather than the Netherlands 

where Bellingcat is situated, because of the more punitive libel laws. In the event, the 

London firm responsible for the case withdrew and the case collapsed, though Higgins 

has been left with legal fees of £70,000.

What this case highlights is the murky world of international finance and arms dealing. 

This is not a world that governments are keen to have exposed. So, whilst Russia may 

be the enemy currently and sanctions are being applied, it would appear from the 

evidence of both Bellingcat and openDemocracy that ‘sanctions’ is a relative term. If 

it is necessary to break them in order to pursue investigative journalists, it would seem 

that the British Government has no problem doing so.

https://creatingsocialism.org/subscribe/
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Israel’s Murderous 
Rampage on the 

West Bank
ISRAELI forces are continuing to raid Palestinian refugee camps 

in the occupied West Bank. Yesterday they killed nine people, 

including 60-year-old Magda Obaid. 20 others were wounded, 

and four are on the critical list after troops attacked the Jenin 

refugee camp.

The Israeli military defended the action. They said that undercover 

agents, armoured vehicles and snipers entered the camp in the early 

hours to round up Palestinian militia fighters accused of planning and 

carrying out terror attacks. There is growing resistance, including armed 

groups, in the camps, in the face of blatant breaches of international law 

by the Israeli Government and illegal Israeli settlers carrying out attacks 

on Palestinian land and people.

Only one Palestinian gunman has been named amongst the dead and 

injured so far. Al Jazeera has reported that Israeli forces opened fire on 

ambulances attempting to reach the wounded and fired teargas towards 

a hospital where it entered a children’s ward.

So far the international response has been minimal. Although there was 

outrage at the shooting of journalist Shireen Abu Akleh while she was 
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covering a raid on Jenin last May, there have been no sanctions against Israel and 

nobody has been arrested for this crime.

This has emboldened Israel’s right-wing  Government to step up its campaign. 

Netanyahu has appointed Itamar Ben-Gvir as national security minister, with 

control over Israel Border Police’s division in the West Bank. Ben-Gvir has 

previously expressed support for Baruch Goldstein, a Jewish Israeli who killed 

29 Palestinians at the Ibrahimi Mosque in 1994. Another far-right figure, Bezalel 

Smotrich, was given control of COGAT, the Israeli army body in charge of 

administering the West Bank. Smotrich has openly encouraged violence against 

Palestinians.

They hope to drive out the Palestinians completely and have been conducting a 

reign of terror for the last year. According to the United Nations, more than 170 

Palestinians, including at least 30 children, were killed across the occupied West 

Bank and East Jerusalem last year. 9,000 were injured. Already this year at least 

29 Palestinians including five children have been killed.

Any other country that behaved like this would be an international pariah, 

labelled a rogue state and subject to sanctions. But Israel is the West’s ally and its 

police officer in the Middle East. Critics of Israel are routinely smeared as being 

antisemitic. This is what happened to Jeremy Corbyn. Starmer went along with it 

and has been busy expelling Jewish socialists from the Labour Party who support 

the Palestinian cause.

This is shameful. All socialists should back the Palestine Solidarity Campaign and 

reject Starmer’s unconditional support for the Israeli Apartheid State.

https://www.palestinecampaign.org/
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Yes, nurses are 20% worse off in real terms than they were ten years 
ago and nurses are demanding a 17.6% pay rise, which would barely 

keep up with inflation.

Tory ministers are saying that nursing should be a vocation and so pay 
is irrelevant. For example, Chris Heaton-Harris, the Northern Ireland 
Secretary, said it was “difficult to judge” whether nurses were currently 
paid enough and he believed their job was “a vocation”, saying that nurses 
had a starting salary of £27,000 rising to around the mid-£30,000s, and 
asked: “Is that enough? Who can put a value on care like that?”

It might be a vocation but it needs to be one that is affordable. The rates of 
pay have had a massive effect on recruiting to nursing, and it is no longer 
considered as a career option. As a result, experienced nurses are leaving 
whilst fewer are coming into nursing jobs.

In September 2022 there were 47,496 nursing vacancies, according to 
NHS Vacancy Statistics England, April 2015-September 2022.

A survey by the nurses’ union, the Royal College of Nursing (RCN), found 
that only 25% of shifts had the planned number of registered nurses, 
83% of nurses reported insufficient staff to meet patient needs safely and 
effectively and only 18% had enough time to provide the care levels they 
would like. There are staff who never have the full complement of safe 
staffing levels. As a result many nurses are exhausted. This is bad for safety 

Support the Nurses
Anarchist Communist Group

Image courtesy of Shutterstock
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Nurses are angry, and 
this was seen in the large 
number who went out on 
strike on 15th December, 
a staggering 100,000. This 
was the largest nursing 
strike in the history of the 
NHS. This was followed 
by more strikes on 20th 
December and on 18th and 
19th January. There was 

levels and bad for nursing staff.

The RCN Employment Survey 2021 indicated that three-quarters of nursing staff 
worked beyond their contracted hours at least once a week, with 17% doing this on 
a daily basis

Nurses are angry

Image courtesy of Royal College of Nursing

large support on each of these days of strikes, with picket lines being reinforced by 
supporters all over the country.

The Conservative government is taking an intransigent stance against health workers, 
and inevitably the media drums up ill-will towards the strikers, accusing them of 
negligence and of causing discomfort to patients. Don’t be fooled by this. It has been 
the policy of both Conservative and Labour governments to run down the NHS over 
the last few decades. Because of this, patients are dying every day. This is not the fault 
of NHS health staff. Those striking are attempting to defend the health service. They 
need our maximum support.

Health Secretary Steve Barclay has refused to discuss the pay claim with RCN leaders. 
Pat Cullen, the RCN General Secretary, had attempted to argue that the strikes did 
not need to go ahead and indicated that the RCN would accept a pay deal that was 
below inflation. This cut no ice with Barclay, who went on to turn down calls by the 
NHS’s pay review body to take into account rising inflation. Meanwhile the Tory 
chairman, Nadhim Zahawi, said that striking nurses were playing into Putin’s hands! 
He told Laura Kuenssberg of the BBC: “This is exactly what Putin wants to see – 
division”. He went on Sky News to say: “We have to come together to send a clear 
message to Mr Putin that he can’t use energy as a weapon in this way. This is not a 
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time to strike, this is a time to negotiate”. 

Despite Rishi Sunak’s recent U-turn on agreeing to new 
pay negotiations, the strikes by paramedics and nurses 

go ahead, with Steve Barclay now talking about a 
possible lump sum payment or backdated pay deal. 
This Government is now vacillating, and determined 
strike action can bring about a victory, if we rely 

on rank and file organisation and look out for any 
sellout by union bureaucrats.

This Government wants to cow health workers into 
accept ing its continuing plans to dismantle the NHS. We cannot rely on the 
union leaders, always ready to make compromises, as with Cullen’s willingness to talk 
about below inflation deals, or with the GMB’s decision to call off the ambulance 
strike on 28th December. Neither can we rely on the Labour Party. Keir Starmer 
called the nurses’ pay claim “unaffordable”, and the Shadow Health Secretary Wes 
Streeting backed this up.

The nurses will need to rely on their own self-organisation and increase links with the 
striking ambulance staff and with other striking workers. Coordinated and united 
strike action needs to be developed alongside the creation of strike committees that 
can build towards this.
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Wooden Leg – a Warrior 
who fought Custer by 

Thomas Bailey Marquis

A Book Review by David Stirrup

This book is a testimony to a  historical lost  way 
of life. The historic events recorded in the book have 
many similarities to the situation currently playing out 

for Indigenous peoples in the Amazon and other parts of the 
world.
The first thing I noticed about the book is it’s unusual A4 format; the 
second striking thing is that the author tells us that he wrote the book 
based on conversations with the protagonist and others using Plains 
Indian Sign Language  which had been developed to allow different 
tribes to communicate with each other. 

The book appears to be a little rambling and jumps about in the opening 
chapters, but you are given a picture of a hunter gatherer culture and 
highly organised patriarchal society. The tribe migrates over a large area 

https://ictnews.org/archive/native-american-sign-language#
https://ictnews.org/archive/native-american-sign-language#
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along the Bighorn River area, moving on when the grazing for their horses is 
depleted or the buffalo and game that they hunt for food become scarce.

There is a spiritual nature to this life, to which a whole chapter of Wooden Leg’s 
story is devoted, their belief in a Great Spirit who they will meet after death; 
this is reiterated during battles, when the Cheyenne tribal tradition is to dress in 
their best clothes in order to be ready to meet him. This may also explain their 
mutilation of enemies to ensure they will not be greeted by the Great Spirit.

Around half way through the book we learn of the reason for the Great Sioux 
War of 1876. We are told that the white man has broken the treaty of 1868 after 
gold is found in the Black Hills area. This had been part of the land promised 
to the Sioux.

The flood of fortune seekers (not unlike the loggers and gold diggers who have invaded 
the Amazon in recent times) put the Sioux and these economic migrants on a collision 
course. Washington recognised the issues, and in 1875 the Grant administration 
attempted to buy the Black Hills region from the Sioux. When they refused to sell 
they were ordered to report to reservations by the end of January 1876. Mid-winter 
conditions made it impossible for them to comply. The administration labelled them 
“hostiles” and tasked the army with bringing them back, but many refused to give up 
their traditional ways.

The first conflict we are told about is the Battle of Powder River where, although the 
Cheyenne drive off a cavalry force, their camp is destroyed. They flee and join up with 
the Sioux, who immediately give them food replacement tepees and all other needs 

Edgar Samuel Paxson - Custer’s Last Stand

Buffalo Bill Center of the West, Public domain, via Wikimedia Commons
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(socialism).

The tribes all gather together and, under the guidance of Sitting Bull, decide to 
actively avoid contact with white men. In 
a highly organised manner, a group of 20-
30,000 people move camps, staying one or 
two nights at each place before moving on 
again..

Eventually a force led by Custer, Reno and 
Benteen of three battalions caught up with 
the tribes and engaged with them. According 
to accounts, they were met by approximately 
3,500 braves and were routed, ending in the 
ignominious defeat or ‘Custer’s Last Stand’.

This famous battle however, is but a 
backdrop, and interestingly enough we learn 
later that the tribes were not even aware of 
the existence of Lieutenant Colonel Custer.

A hard winter and a mass cull of buffalo by the whites, some of which was state 
sponsored, were among “Many things that contributed to the buffalo’s demise. 
One factor was that, for a long time, the country’s highest generals, politicians, 
and even then President Grant saw the destruction of buffalo as a solution to the 
country’s Indian Problem.” The Indian tribes were beginning to struggle to find 
enough food and skins for clothing and subsequently surrendered at Fort Keogh 
on a promise of food and clothing.

The tribes were beginning to struggle to find enough food and skins for clothing 
and subsequently surrendered at Fort Keogh on a promise of food and clothing.

Hoping to return to their original reservations, they are happy to comply but soon 
find out they are to be moved to new lands in Oklahoma. After six years, when 
many die or commit suicide, they are finally allowed home and reluctantly settle 
into a farming lifestyle.

All of this happens by the time Wooden Leg has reached 31; he subsequently enlists 
as a scout and is involved in helping the cavalry quell the remaining resistance 

https://www.history.com/topics/early-us/george-armstrong-custer
https://www.theatlantic.com/national/archive/2016/05/the-buffalo-killers/482349/
https://www.theatlantic.com/national/archive/2016/05/the-buffalo-killers/482349/
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amongst the Sioux.

By the age of 50 he is baptised and his thoughts are: “I think the white people pray to 
the same Great Medicine we do in our old Cheyenne way. I do not go often to church, 
but I go sometimes. I think the white church people are good, but I do not believe all 
of the stories they tell about what happened a long time ago. The ways they tell us, all 
the good people in the old times were white people.”

Within one lifetime an Indigenous way of life is lost forever, the freedom of movement 
and the hunter gatherer lifestyle constrained. Their beliefs are suppressed, and they are 
no longer permitted to have more than one wife. The concept of looking after the land 
and wild animals as a source of life is lost as the monolith of ‘civilisation’ rolls on.

A final thought: The US displaced the Indigenous population through mass immigration, 
economic migration, people fleeing from oppression and human trafficking. Now it 
wrestles to control the migration of people through its southern borders who are trying 
to gain access for the very same reasons. History has a very short memory.

There is a good synopsis of the contents of the book here, which I think, although 
attractive to would be readers, misses some of the nuances of the story.

Spoiler: Wooden Leg does not have a wooden leg.

Native American 
drawn by George 
Catlin in 1832

Image by Bob 
Bello from Pixabay

https://www.abebooks.co.uk/Wooden-Leg-Warrior-Who-Fought-Custer/22687830544/bd?cm_mmc=ggl-_-UK_Shopp_Tradestandard-_-product_id=UK9781539063742NEW-_-keyword=&gclid=Cj0KCQiA-JacBhC0ARIsAIxybyPrpLrww2eiGTZWRgo4HSSZ4kw8YbJcPQT5c4dvW-p2D15oUzjsVCoaAng3EALw_wcB
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Revolution
This is the first in a series of articles looking at some key rebellions in British 
history. It will attempt to understand the drivers for these revolts and the key 
factors in their failures and to see whether there are any lessons we can take 
from them to have a better understanding of the political world we inhabit 
today.

In many respects, the fact that there has not been a revolution in Britain, despite 
centuries of struggle and exploitation, is surprising, and there is no doubt that 
during specific historical periods Britain has been out of step with Europe 
and the rest of the world. 

THE PEASANTS REVOLT

Marilyn Tyzack

British Library, CC0, via Wikimedia CommonsI
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From 1776 to 1848, British radicals had many examples of revolution to emulate. 
Yet, in comparison with republican and independence movements in Europe, the 
Americas and the colonies, Britain never came close to an uprising which challenged 
or overturned the structure of government.

This does not mean, though, that there has been no resistance to tyranny, some of 

which has been underpinned by 
violence, throughout British history. 

An early and particularly significant 
rebellion was the Peasants’ Revolt in 
1381.  This was noteworthy in that 
it took place under the rigid and 
cruel system of feudalism. 

Background to The 
Peasants’ Revolt
In the Middle Ages, most of the 
population lived in the countryside, 
and a large number could be 
described as peasants. They were 
not, though, a homogenous group. 
They may all have worked the land 
to yield food, fuel, wool and other 
resources, but a social hierarchy Image 2 Alfred Garth Jones (1872–1955), FAL, via Wikimedia Commons

divided the peasantry. At the bottom of the structure were the serfs, who were legally 
tied to the land they worked. They were obliged both to grow their own food and to 
labour for the landowner. They could not marry without the permission of the lord. 
They were in effect owned by the landowner. At the upper end were the freemen who 
were often enterprising smallholders, renting land from the lord, or even owning land.

Other workers carried out trades, such as basket-weaving or bee-keeping. A complex 
web of ties formalised by a sworn oath defined the relationships between kings, lords, 
vassals, serfs and so on.

There is no doubt that the peasants had been emboldened by the after-effects of the 
Black Death between 1347 and 1351. They suffered disproportionately as a result of 
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the pandemic, with over 40% of their number having died, and the subsequent labour 
shortage gave the survivors greater bargaining power. Serfs too started to realise their 
worth and demand their freedom.

In clear parallels with the actions of the Tory Government today, sensing the imbalance 
of power was shifting, albeit marginally, the Government of King Richard II decided to 
introduce legislation that restricted the peasants’ ability to demand higher wages. The 
Statute of Labourers of 1351 forced peasants to work for the same wages as before the 
Black Death, and landowners  were given the powers to  insist on labour services 
being performed, instead of accepting money (commutation). This meant that the 
landowners could profit from shortages, whilst life was made very much harder for 
the peasants.

By 1380 there was simmering anger among 
the peasants, anger  that had been 
repressed for 30 years. The catalyst for 
the 1381 uprising was the imposition 
of the  deeply unpopular  Poll 
Tax of 1380. Not only was it  the 
third  poll tax in four years,  but 
also it disproportionately affected 
the peasants, who were levied at a 
flat rate of 12d per adult irrespective 
of income. The previous poll tax, one 
year earlier, had demanded 4d, with a 
higher amount payable by the  wealthier. 
The glaring unfairness of this tax brought to a 
head the economic discontent that had been growing since the 
middle of the century.

 The Rebellion
The final trigger for the revolt was when a royal official attempted to collect unpaid 
poll taxes in Essex on 30th May 1381. This ended in a violent confrontation, which 
rapidly spread across the south east of the country. The simmering resentment was not 
just restricted to the peasants. A wide spectrum of rural society, including many local 
artisans and village officials, rose in protest, The rebels sought a reduction in taxation, 
an end to serfdom and the removal of King Richard II’s senior officials and law courts.Image: Spudgun67, CC BY-SA 4.0 , via Wikimedia Commons

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Statute_of_Labourers_1351
https://www.britannica.com/topic/poll-tax
https://www.britannica.com/topic/poll-tax
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The Essex rebellion spread quickly to other areas, including Kent and East Anglia. In 
Kent, the anger over their treatment had been given a focus by the sermons of the 
radical cleric  John Ball. A peasant, known as Wat Tyler,  assumed leadership of the 
group, and they advanced on London. 

On 13th June the rebels entered London  and,  joined by many local townsfolk, 
attacked the gaols, destroyed the Savoy Palace, and set fire to law books and buildings 
in The Temple. They killed anyone they came across who was associated with the royal 
government. 

Negotiations and defeat
The following day, 14-year-old King Richard met the rebels and agreed to most of their 
demands, including the abolition of serfdom. However, these concessions came too 

late. The rebels had entered the 
Tower of London, killing  the 
Lord Chancellor  and the Lord 
High Treasurer.

A second meeting was therefore 
urgently  arranged  at 
Smithfield in London  on 15th 
June.  At  this  conference, one 
of the king’s squires fell upon 
Wat Tyler and killed him. 

Richard immediately 
began to re-establish order 
in  London. Part of this 
process  involved  rescinding  his 

Image  Jean Froissart, Public domain, via 
WikimediaCommons

previous grants to the rebels. 

The revolt  took longer to suppress in other areas.  In East Anglia the University of 
Cambridge had been attacked and many royal officials were killed. Troubles extended north 
to York, Beverley and Scarborough, and as far west as Bridgwater in Somerset. Richard 
mobilised 4,000 soldiers to restore order. Most of the rebel leaders were tracked down 
and executed. By November, at least 1,500 rebels had been killed.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Ball_(priest)
https://www.historic-uk.com/HistoryUK/HistoryofEngland/Wat-Tyler-the-Peasants-Revolt/
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What was achieved?

The rebels’ demands had not been radical. They had not called for an overthrow of 

the economic or political system but had sought a reduction in taxation, an end to 

serfdom, and the removal of King Richard II’s senior officials and the law courts. Given 

the huge inequalities and disparities of power, that, by itself, showed great courage. 

The consequences of the revolt were  limited, but  the poll tax was abandoned, 

restrictions on labour wages were not strictly enforced, and peasants continued the 

trend of buying their freedom from serfdom and becoming independent farmers. Even 

these concessions were achieved only as a 

result of people willing to sacrifice their 

lives and by different groups within rural 

society coming together to challenge the 

huge imbalances of power  within the 

feudal system. They also took place during 

a period of severe labour shortages. If 

this had not been the case, it is doubtful 

whether even these concessions would 

have been achieved. 

Therefore,  while the main driver for the 
rebellion may well have been the gross unfairness of an exorbitant poll tax being 

levied at the same rate across all groups, the potential for resistance had been realised 

some 30 years earlier when labour shortages had started to alter the balance of power 

between the landowner and the peasants.  

So there is no doubt that this early rebellion in British history supports Marx’s theory 

of revolution, in that worsening conditions drove the engine of this revolt. However, 

Image Jean Froissart, Crônicas, CC BY-SA 4.0 via Wikimedia Commons
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it also highlights the fact that rising expectations,  driven by changing economic 

circumstances, stoked the fires of the resistance. 

It was  Tocqueville,  the French political philosopher  and  writer, who attempted to 

explain this apparent contradiction after observing the French Revolution in 1789.  He 

noted: 

“It is not always by going from bad to worse that a society falls into a revolution. It 

happens most often that a people, which has supported without complaint, as if they 

were not felt, the most oppressive laws, violently throws them off as soon as their 

weight is lightened.

The revolution results from the realization of alternatives and possibilities.“

It is a  warning heeded by many governments of all  political  persuasions.   The 

population is advised of economic troubles ahead to ensure that their expectations are 

managed. “Put an extra jumper on, turn the temperature down on your boiler, don’t 

use your oven because things are going to be very hard for the next few years” are all 

platitudes circulating during the current cost of living crisis.  

However, evidence is showing that union members have not bought into this myth, and 

resistance is growing.

The Peasants’ Revolt highlights the importance of the community coming together from 

all walks of life  for any resistance to be kick started, but  it  also shows the risks of 

disparate groups not operating collectively. More importantly it emphasises the need 

for clearly articulated demands that offer a real challenge to the established order.

The Peasants’ Revolt is an early example of collective action, but the outcome is also a 

stark warning not to underestimate the ruthlessness, duplicity, power and determination 

of the ruling classes to ensure that their privilege and control is maintained.

https://www.britannica.com/biography/Alexis-de-Tocqueville
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FEEDBACK FEEDBACK 

Editor@CreatingSocialism.org
Our coverage of the latest Israeli outrage in Jenin Refugee Camp in the 
occupied West Bank brought these responses. 

Birgitta Fujer says:

I’m German and hearing Van der Leyen this week, in keeping the positive 
momentum with Israel really angered me. Israel gets away with murder and 
the West supports this. Utterly disgusted.

Whilst Richard Purdie adds:

The West’s disgraceful silence on the Jenin killings by the misnamed Israeli 
Defence Force is matched by an equally deafening political and media silence 
about state repression and human rights abuses in Ukraine, often associated 
with openly fascist formations in the state and military apparatus.

What links these seemingly disparate instances of truth suppression is 
egregious and slavish subservience to the power and information management 
requirements of US imperialism.

And Jeanne got in touch to say:

Hey Critical Mass,

It’s a good article. I would suggest that the terror against Palestinians has been 
going on a lot longer than a year. And yes, Jeremy Corbyn was destroyed by 
Israeli money and a combined campaign against him. 

There is continuing discussion on Trans Rights following our coverage 
of the dispute between Westminster and the Scottish Government over 
self-identification.

Linda, who works with vulnerable people, is worried that their protections 

Edited by Mike Stanton

mailto:Editor@CreatingSocialism.org


January 29th 2023

40

may be weakened by changes to the law. She writes:

I joined the Anti-Nazi League & marched with them; I marched against 
Clause 28, which was clearly discriminatory, but the issues here are different. 
‘Gay’ was not yet a protected characteristic and gay people were not seeking 
to change the meaning of words like heterosexual or disabled nor say that 
that’s what they were. 

Currently women, as a protected characteristic based on sex class, are expected 
to accept that some men belong in that class or that a sex class itself does 
not matter. I don’t have an answer for those who have experienced dysphoria 
and believe they need to live as they believe women do, but trans is now a 
huge umbrella term based on a theoretical ideology. It includes all sorts of 
identities with any physical body. If adults want this, they have a right. I do 
still want the safeguarding of a process that supports the whole adult person 
in making such life-altering decisions though. This is in part my concern 
about the Scottish changes. The few trans people I know now are a real 
mixture, none experienced dysphoria as children. However, of my caseload 
of 20 autistic young people, 3 were questioning their gender identity and 
they are very vulnerable to many things but particularly social contagion. 
This concerns me too. Overall, women and girls remain vulnerable to men, 
any change to protection in law is a concern when it can be abused. 

And we have this from Tracey Farrar.

I have a few thoughts around the subject of trans and non-binary people. 
Firstly, if a sexual predator is imprisoned, whatever their gender, they should 
not be allowed to mix with the general prison population. If a sexual predator 
is allowed to rape and sexually abuse other prisoners, that individual and the 
prison service are to blame, not everyone who is trans. Secondly, there have 
been studies about people detransitioning and the main reason for that is 
because they are not supported and/or accepted by the people around them. 
The arguments that are being made against the trans community are the very 
same ones that were made against the lesbian and gay communities. Most of 
them were unfounded. 

There will always be unsavoury characters in every walk of life. Excluding 
trans people from certain areas of society will not change that. All we are 
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doing, is telling trans people that they are ‘less than’ cis people. By far, the 
biggest sexual predators in the world are cis men. 

In reply to our story about a Russian mercenary leader being allowed 
to get round sanctions to sue an investigative journalist we had these 
replies.

Luke Andreski:  You don’t have to dig deep to discover the cosy cynical 
fraternity of the rich and powerful.

Gabriel Peachey:  The government should foot the legal fees as this should 
never have come to court in the first place because existing  sanctions 
should have prevented it. Otherwise it shines a rather suspicious light on 
this Government’s dealings with a Russian based mercenary group, not to 
mention unscrupulous lawyers.

While we welcome criticism it is good to end with three brief remarks in 
praise of what we do. 

Melanie Dent said, “I am a Socialist Party member. Kudos for a great 
newsletter.”

Geoff Melvin said, “This is just about the PDF. Short but good.”

And finally, a welcome to new subscriber, Steve Smith, who enjoyed Marilyn 
Tyzack’s “brief but informative article on the Peasants’ Revolt.”

We welcome your feedback.
Please use the form at the bottom of each article on the web, answer the subscription email, 
or write to us at the address at the top of this feedback page. 
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CAMPAIGNS
1st February – Many strikes by a wide range of workers

Wednesday 1st February is a particularly important day for all of us who are fighting 
for change in this country. Teachers, civil servants, university staff and train drivers 
amongst others are all planning to strike. Many of those on strike find it difficult to 
manage when they lose pay and they deserve our support. The Trades Union Congress 
(TUC) is also planning a national day of action, the ‘Protect the Right to Strike’ day, 
against the proposed anti-strike laws. To get a list of all the rallies click here. Other 
dates are planned over the coming weeks.

The TUC in Jeremy Corbyn’s Islington constituency is holding a meeting in 
support of the strikes – 30th January 6-30 pm

Register on Eventbrite

Night Carnival for Assange

https://dontextraditeassange.com/post/
night-carnival-for-assange/

https://www.tuc.org.uk/righttostrikerallies
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/islington-supports-the-strikers-tickets-513184327137
https://dontextraditeassange.com/post/night-carnival-for-assange/ 
https://dontextraditeassange.com/post/night-carnival-for-assange/ 
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The great NHS heist

Ann Marcial

A few days ago, I went to a screening of ‘The Great NHS Heist’, a documentary about the 
destruction of the NHS.  This was written, directed and starred in by Dr Bob Gill, GP, and 
Dr Lucy Reynolds, Academic. 

This was my fourth viewing of the documentary, but this version was reworked and is a 
shorter version, only an hour long, the original being two hours and five minutes in length. 
I found it more focused and easier to digest and I liked that more of the focus was on the 
US-style health system. The documentary puts to bed any doubt about the disastrous US 
health model and how it would affect us all if it were introduced here.

Lucy came to answer questions after the viewing.  As an academic Lucy wasn’t shackled 
by the constraints that doctors and nurses are. We have heard that staff have been warned 
that, if they speak to outside agencies, such as the press, criticising the NHS, they may 
face disciplinary panels and could be sacked,  It is extremely difficult to get medical staff at 
our local hospital to give us information about the privatisation of medical services. This 
situation is even more corrupt when staff are kept in the dark and aren’t aware of the extent 
that the NHS is being sold off.  

Lucy was quite clear in her remarks,  that whichever party is in government the status 
quo would remain . Her view is that MPs are not the people who decide policy. In fact 
they do as they are told by the rich corporations, who are advised by people working for 
organisations such as Deloitte and right leaning think tanks in 55 Tufton Street.

Her advice to the activists among us is to challenge management in our local hospitals and 
the services that are privatised within. We need to expose the private companies that have 
infiltrated our health service;  Virgin and United Health are the best known so are more 
susceptible to public exposure and shame. We should ask for consultation meetings so that 
we can have an input and challenge lack of transparency.

What I found interesting was that she appeared to move away form the idea that signing 
petitions, having weekly stalls and similar actions were effective campaigning methods 
towards cutting out the middle person and going straight to the heart of the beast.  Makes 
perfect sense to me.


