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The pressure 
is rising. 

Let’s keep 

it up!

Susie - War is hell
Jo - Rape: nobody 
asks for it, ever!
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What we think:What we think:

UNDER PRESSUREUNDER PRESSURE

AS NURSES, rail workers and postal workers continue 
their campaigns for better pay and conditions, and as 
teachers enter the fray this week, it’s a good time to 

look at the balance of class forces.
The current global crisis is putting a lot of people under pressure. We 
are accustomed to thinking of a ‘cost of living’ crisis that mainly affects 
low paid and low income households. But it is much wider than that.

Politicians are under pressure. In the case of Rishi Sunak, he is under 
pressure from his own backbenchers to show some decisive leadership. 
This inevitably means finding somebody to blame other than the right-
wing ideologues who run the Tory Party.

Sir Keir is under pressure as he continues to pursue a strategy aimed at 
attracting disaffected Tory voters without entirely alienating his own 
supporters. Like Sunak he has been a master of blaming others to date, 
but how long can blaming Jeremy Corbyn actually work? It should 
be becoming obvious to anyone with a couple of functioning brain 
cells that the manifestos Labour has gleefully dumped contained the 
very policies that would be the minimum requirement to turn things 
around.

Trade unions are under pressure as the Tories, with the tacit approval of 
the Opposition, bring in new laws to restrict the right of workers to take 
effective action. These laws are not new. There has been a succession of 
laws aimed at shifting the balance of power from workers to bosses since 
the Employment Act of 1980, restricting picketing to an employee’s 
own place of work.  The right to take secondary action (to strike in 
support of other workers) was severely restricted. The Employment Act 
of 1982 imposed further restrictions. With the 1990 Employment Act, 
all secondary action was made illegal.

The eagle-eyed amongst you will note that these laws were in place 
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between 1997 and 2010 (the Blair years) and will note that no attempt was made 
then to repeal them. But we might also recall that the trade unions did little more 
than issue verbal threats mounting no substantive challenge to these laws which 
undermined their ability to defend their members. Whilst we are hearing verbal 
threats from Mick Lynch, Matt Wrack and Sharon Graham, amongst others, 
what we are not seeing is the mass action that is required to overturn these one-
sided and unjust laws.

These anti-working class laws have been successful. The number of trade unionists 
is at its lowest levels since 1983. There are currently 6.44 million trade union 
members in the UK, down from 13.2 million in 1983. Whilst numbers have 
picked up slightly, trade unionism has shifted from its industrial heyday to being 
more likely amongst white collar workers. Some 42% of trade union members 
are in professional occupations. For much of the nineties and early part of this 
century joining a trade union was very much like joining a division of HR. 

But you cannot keep a lid on a pressure cooker for long. The global recession 
has meant wages have slipped well below inflation, disparities between the haves 
and have-nots have grown, and where once each generation expected to improve 
its life chances compared to previous ones that hope has been replaced, first by 
despair but increasingly by anger. It is that anger that we need to channel. The 
only way to keep the pressure on politicians, employers and trade union officials 
is for workers to demand better. A system that can afford 3,000 billionaires, with 
more wealth between them than 85% of the planet, can afford for every person to 
have enough to eat, to have a decent home, to be properly educated and to have 
healthcare when required. 

This is not just about how much money is in your pay packet, but what that 
money can buy. It is not just about keeping up with inflation, it is about restoring 
pride and hope to ordinary communities. It is about reversing a trend where 
many young people don’t just see a worse future than their parents anticipated 
but no future at all. Those taking strike action now, those campaigning for the 
environment, for healthcare, for social justice are the vanguard. We must not let 
their enthusiasm, bravery and commitment be negotiated away in compromise 
deals that improve their pay but leave the despair. We must do all we can to 
support those taking action to keep the pressure on those who take so much from 
our class, but give so little back.
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Pet hates compiled by Mike Stanton

EdgeNotes
In 1956 Labour right-winger, Tony Crosland argued in his book, “The 

Future of Socialism,” that the problems of capitalism were well on the 
way to being eliminated. A future Labour government would have 

more time to address problems that were not political or economic, like 
the design of street-lamps. I kid you not! Crosland was completely wrong 
about capitalism. But he was right about one thing. When we do achieve 
socialism it won’t get rid of all the everyday annoyances in our lives. So this 
week’s question is “What pet hates do you have that will still be there after 
the socialist revolution and what should we do about them?”

Fiat Knox
Let me take you on a little trip. Suppose it’s the day after our Great Socialist Victory. 
The country is back in the hands of the people. All is, for the first time since 2001, 
well. You’re in bed. You feel great. The sun warms your face. Let that warmth just fill 
your body like light. Draw it in for five blissful minutes. I hate to do this when you’re 
feeling so good and all, but a car horn just beeped furiously outside.

There’ll always be annoyances. Noisy dogs next door. 3am partygoers in the road. 
Crowded buses with screaming kids.

What would I do, given the power? I’d help people to learn how to rise up above 
those irritants and feel calm and composed, on top of things. When you find your 
life’s calling, petty irritations can never bother you again. As I found my life’s calling.

My life’s calling is hypnosis. I practice hypnosis, to help people. I’m a socialist, to 
help communities. I believe that the best way to minimise life’s annoyances is to work 
together to share life’s burdens, so we’ll have time to learn to handle the little irritants 
better.

Believe in yourselves, and each other. Imagine what we can do, together.
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Dave Middleton
Driving! If I’m in a 50 mph limit I drive at 50 mph. Every time I do some idiot comes 
speeding up behind me with their headlamps flashing. Well, guess what? You don’t 
have the right to decide the speed limit just because you are in a hurry. Around Cardiff 
there is now a 20 mph limit in all urban areas. According to safety charity Brake.org.
uk at 20 mph you would be able to stop if a child stepped in front of you. At 25 mph 
the impact would be the equivalent of a child falling from a first floor window. Yet 
most drivers refuse to abide by a limit brought in with the express intention of saving 
the lives of children. They are putting their own convenience ahead of others’ safety 
and that is simply selfish. We cannot create socialism simply by being considerate 
because others will continue to put themselves first. The problem is lack of education. 
I don’t mean in school where teachers do their best to instil good habits into kids. 
But generally. When Cardiff City Council brought in the 20 mph speed limit it just 
imposed it. The councillors would have known why, but for most car drivers, used to 
30 mph, it was simply an imposition that inconvenienced them. If only the council 
thought people’s opinions mattered and bothered to engage with them, perhaps given 
the evidence people would have supported the speed limit rather than complain about 
it.

Jo Buchanan
One of my pet hates concerns ideology. It annoys me that, if things are amiss in 
a communist state, many people consider the fault lies with the ideology. In our 
society, where inequality, injustice and corruption prevail, few people connect this 
with the ideology of capitalism. People often believe that voting in a slightly different 
government will lead to major reforms. Hopefully political education will be included 
in our new society.

I am weary of the love of private cars. For some people cars are essential, especially where 
public transport is almost non-existent. In London more than 40% of households 
have no car, so clearly here a car is not a necessity for everyone. Many people love their 
cars and consider them a symbol of status. Drivers sometimes become aggressive and 
careless for the well-being of others, ignoring the toll cars take on human and animal 
life. We need plentiful, cheap and publicly owned train and bus services.

Then there are competitive parents. Children should not be constantly compared to 
other children, but be allowed to grow, develop and learn at their own pace, be loved 
for who they are and be brought up in an atmosphere of cooperation and love for each 
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other.

There is plastic everywhere, chucked in bins to end up in landfill or in rivers and seas, 
thrown on streets and paths, flung out of car windows. Hopefully, in our socialist 
society, people will want to stop using non-essential disposal items, otherwise tough 
legislation might be required.

@EthicalRenewal
Any socialist revolution would need to enforce equal opportunities legislation in its 
widest context. This would mean an end to nepotism, inherited wealth, low paid 
internships which only rich kids can afford, and university fees which force only the 
poorer kids to take up additional jobs during their studies.

My pet hate starts before university level education, however. It’s the middle class 
gaming of the school system. Public services should be provided on the basis of NEED 
rather than WANT – but even after these have been taken into public ownership the 
wealthy will find ways to circumvent processes put in place to equalise access.

Better off neighbourhoods always coincide with the best schools, causing house prices 
to rise and leading to the exclusion of pupils from poorer backgrounds. Pupils in 
these areas are better resourced because parents can supplement resources. The result 
is a self-perpetuating system. Expectations are higher and better results lead to higher 
reputations and so on.

The way to remove this bias is to direct greater public resources towards those that 
NEED it most, giving more public money to schools which have genuinely open 
access, reflecting the population characteristics of their town/city.

Religious groups also exert some control over access to schools. This usually works to 
the detriment of poorer households and those with special needs. The remedy is to 
make education 100% secular as in France.

Mike Stanton
The things that wind me up are usually down to lack of consideration for others and 
I would hope that consideration for others would be the driving force for a successful 
socialist revolution. So come the glorious day, comrades, most of my pet hates ought 
to disappear as we all transform ourselves in the process of transforming society.

So no more stepping into the road to make way for cyclists hurtling towards me, or 
worse, hurtling up behind me as they treat the pavement like a velodrome.
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No more detours round the supermarket while people double park their trolleys and 
block the aisle for a family reunion.

Drivers will indicate before they reach the junction and not as an afterthought just as 
they take the corner.

Cars will not be parked so as to obstruct the pavement unless it is part of a legitimate 
protest in solidarity with pedestrians against the cyclists for refusing to use the cycle 
lanes.

Dog walkers will concentrate on their dogs and not their mobile phones. Also, dog 
owners, bin your poop bags. Do not hang them on the branches of trees and bushes.

On reflection, if we made these the provisional demands of the transitional programme 
of Revolutionary Peoples Party (Marxist-Leninist/Keep Britain Tidy) we could probably 
bring forward the revolution by a few years!

Dear Readers,

Please let us know what you think of this feature. If you have a question you 
would like to put to our panel of experts (?!) or would like to be invited to answer 
the weekly question contact me mike.stanton@creatingsocialism.org

Could socialism be the answer to all the things that annoy us?
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Compiled by Susie Granic

Ukraine Interior Minister 
killed in helicopter crash

At least 15 people were killed on Wednesday in a helicopter crash near 
a nursery outside Ukraine’s capital, Kyiv, including Interior Minister 
Denys Monastyrskyy, his deputy Yevhen Yenin and State Secretary of 
the Ministry of Internal Affairs Yuriy Lubkovych. Monastyrskyy, 42, 
responsible for the police and security inside Ukraine, is the most senior 
Ukrainian official to die since the war began. 29 people were also hurt, 
when a fire broke out due to the crash, including 15 children. Nine of 
the people confirmed dead had been on board the helicopter, the police 
chief said.

Labour Organisation denies 
backing anti-strike legislation

Rishi Sunak and Business Secretary Grant Shapps have justified rolling 
out the anti-strike legislation by claiming the International Labour 
Organisation (ILO) backs minimum service levels being provided during 
stoppages by workers, a key plank of the proposed new measures. But 
Gilbert Houngbo, the Director General of the ILO, denied this, saying: 
“We are very worried that workers may have to accept situations so they 
don’t get themselves out of a job. They may have to accept a situation that 
is below par.” The UN agency for workers’ rights and the US Secretary of 
Labor have also distanced themselves from the Government’s claims.

South Korean spy agency raids unions
South Korea’s spy agency this week raided the country’s main labour 
group, saying the operation was part of an investigation into whether 
some members had links to North Korea. Some of its members were 
suspected of having ties with North Korea, the spy agency said. The offices 
of the KCTU-affiliated Korean Health and Medical Workers’ Union in 
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the southwest of the city were also raided. “We and the national police agency have 
been carrying out our own investigation into the suspects’ alleged ties with North 
Korea for several years,” an official from the spy agency told the Agence France-Presse 
news agency. South Korea remains officially at war with North Korea, and, under a 
controversial and archaic National Security Act, possession of publications or other 
materials produced in the North can be a criminal offence.

Sadiq Khan to ask Home Office to 
strip Carrick of police pension

London Mayor Sadiq Khan has said he will apply to the Home Secretary to strip 
serial rapist David Carrick of his police pension, estimated at £22,000 per year. The 
police watchdog, the Independent Office for Police Conduct, has said it had no plans 
to investigate how Carrick went undetected, but the Metropolitan Police and the 
Government are coming under pressure to punish officers who allowed Carrick to be 
shielded from being sacked, despite multiple warnings about his abuse. Unsurprising 
but disappointing nevertheless.

Church of England Bishops refuse to back gay marriage
Church of England bishops have refused to back a change in teaching to allow 
priests to marry same-sex couples, sources told the BBC. This comes after five years 
of consultation and debate on the Church’s position on sexuality. BBC News spoke 
to several bishops present at a meeting on Tuesday when the decision was reached. 
It stated that the Church’s teaching that Holy Matrimony is only between one man 
and one woman would not change and would not be put to a vote. But the Church 
confirmed ‘prayers of dedication, thanksgiving or for God’s blessing’ on same-sex 
couples will be offered following a civil marriage or partnership.

Get the news delivered to your inbox every weekday morning.

Take out a FREE subscription to CreatingSocialism.Org now!

https://creatingsocialism.org/subscribe/

https://creatingsocialism.org/subscribe/
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Compiled by Teodora Hansen

The strikes continue in full force, with many participants 
all over the UK. However, a new tendency is beginning to 
take hold, expected by many and feared by the people in 

power.
According to Personnel Today:

“As more sectors join the wave of strikes, predominantly in the public sector, 
coordination between unions in their battles against under-inflation pay 
settlements is becoming evident. Wednesday 1February 2023 is emerging as 
a prime target, which coincides with the TUC’s national “protect the right-
to-strike” day, a protest against the government’s “anti-strike” legislation in 
the shape of the Strikes (Minimum Service Levels) Bill”

Nurses continue to fight
The recommendation of the pay review body, for 4%-5% as awarded in 
2022/23, is still the only potential offer the health workers are allowed to 
hope for, while struggling to make ends meet with inflation soaring to a 
whopping 10%. This doesn’t make an impression on Health Minister Steve 
Barclay, who, according to Reuters, told reporters during a visit to a hospital 
on Wednesday that he was “disappointed by the strikes and that meeting 
nurses’ pay demands would be unaffordable”. In a press release on 16th 
January, the RCN announced further strike action in England and Wales in 
February following the Government’s refusal to negotiate with the union. If 
progress is not made by the end of January, RCN members in England and 
Wales will strike again for 12 hours on both Monday 6th and Tuesday 7th 
February 2023.

https://www.reuters.com/world/uk/exhausted-struggling-pay-bills-british-
nurses-go-strike-2023-01-18/ 

RMT strikes
The RMT has stated that train driver RMT members at 14 rail operators 
will take strike action on February 1st and 3rd over pay and conditions. 
The decision to strike on February 1st coincides with a TUC day of action 

https://www.reuters.com/world/uk/exhausted-struggling-pay-bills-british-nurses-go-strike-2023-01-18/ 
https://www.reuters.com/world/uk/exhausted-struggling-pay-bills-british-nurses-go-strike-2023-01-18/ 
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where several unions are coordinating their strikes during the cost-of-living crisis. 
RMT general secretary Mick Lynch said: “Our negotiations will continue with the 
rail operators to create a package on jobs, conditions and pay that can be offered to 
our members.”

https://www.rmt.org.uk/news/rmt-train-driver-members-to-take-strike-action-feb-1-
and-3/ 

Workers are ‘collateral damage’
RMT has written to business leaders accusing the government of using them as 
“collateral damage” following Huw Merriman’s admission to the Transport Select 
Committee. The rail minister was asked if it had cost more to the government and the 
economy to bankroll the dispute than it would have done to settle it earlier. The rail 
minister admitted subsequently that it would have been cheaper to settle the dispute 
than allowing the strikes to continue.

https://www.rmt.org.uk/news/rail-minister-admits-settling-dispute-cheaper-than-
allowing/ 

Public and Commercial Service Union to strike
All union members in DWP are called on to join the national civil-service-wide strike 
on 1st February to send a powerful message to the government. A 10% pay rise is 
needed, job security and protection for pensions and redundancy rights. Over 100,000 
PCS members in 123 employers across the civil service will strike  alongside half a 
million other public sector workers, including teachers and train drivers.

https://www.pcs.org.uk/news-events/news/join-strike-1-february-10-pay-increase-
dwp 

UCEA label union’s demands ‘a joke’
The joint trade unions met with the UCEA this week for negotiations over pay and 
working conditions. The unions presented their joint claim  for 2023-24 for a pay 
award of RPI + 2% to address the cost-of-living crisis university workers are facing. In 
response, a representative from UCEA likened the claim to an ‘April Fools’ joke’. UCU 
general secretary Jo Grady said: ‘UCU went into pay negotiations yesterday hoping 
university employers would look for ways to help staff through the cost of living crisis. 
Instead, our union’s demand for an inflation matching pay offer was labelled an ‘April 

https://www.rmt.org.uk/news/rmt-train-driver-members-to-take-strike-action-feb-1-and-3/ 
https://www.rmt.org.uk/news/rmt-train-driver-members-to-take-strike-action-feb-1-and-3/ 
https://www.rmt.org.uk/news/rail-minister-admits-settling-dispute-cheaper-than-allowing/ 
https://www.rmt.org.uk/news/rail-minister-admits-settling-dispute-cheaper-than-allowing/ 
https://www.pcs.org.uk/news-events/news/join-strike-1-february-10-pay-increase-dwp
https://www.pcs.org.uk/news-events/news/join-strike-1-february-10-pay-increase-dwp
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Fools’ joke’ by vice-chancellor body UCEA. 

https://www.ucu.org.uk/article/12691/Unions-pay-demand-labelled-April-Fools-
joke-by-UCEA 

Four days of strikes set to hit Sheffield College
Over 200 staff at Sheffield College will be on strike Friday after receiving an ‘insulting’ 
pay offer of just 2.5% amid the cost-of-living scandal

Over 200 staff will down tools for a further three days in January and February after 
receiving an ‘insulting’ offer of just 2.5%. Unless their demands are met they will be 
on picket lines outside the college on each strike day.

The full dates of strike action are:

Friday 20 January

Monday 30 January

Tuesday 7 February

https://www.ucu.org.uk/article/12685/70000-university-staff-to-strike-on-1-
February 

CWU to ballot members again
Following 18 days of strikes in 2022, talks between the Royal Mail and the 
Communication Workers Union (CWU) remain fraught, with union leaders accusing 
Royal Mail of intimidation tactics, including the suspension of more than 200 workers. 
Royal Mail has said it received nearly 300 allegations including violence, harassment 
and intimidating behaviour by CWU picketers against staff who had chosen to go to 
work on strike days. The CWU, which represents 115,000 postal workers at Royal 
Mail, will be re-balloting them to secure a new mandate for industrial action. The 
union rejected Royal Mail’s offer of a pay rise of up to 9% over 18 months in exchange 
for changes to working hours and voluntary Sunday working. It is sending ballot 
papers to members later this month, with results expected on 16 February.”

NASUWT in ongoing dispute
Members of NASUWT-The Teachers’ Union in Scotland will be taking two further 
days of strike action on 28th February and 1 March in its ongoing dispute with the 
Scottish Government and employers over teachers’ pay. NASUWT is calling for a 

https://www.ucu.org.uk/article/12691/Unions-pay-demand-labelled-April-Fools-joke-by-UCEA  
https://www.ucu.org.uk/article/12691/Unions-pay-demand-labelled-April-Fools-joke-by-UCEA  
https://www.ucu.org.uk/article/12685/70000-university-staff-to-strike-on-1-February 
https://www.ucu.org.uk/article/12685/70000-university-staff-to-strike-on-1-February 


13

January 22nd 2023

Got a strike or ballot we have missed then 
let Teodora know by writing to: 

workers_united@creatingsocialism.org

fully funded 12% pay award for 2022/23. The current pay offer of 5% for most 
teachers amounts to a further real-terms pay cut, following over a decade of pay freezes 
and below-inflation pay awards which have left teachers in Scotland almost £50,000 
worse off as a result of their pay failing to keep pace with inflation. Alongside the 
strike action NASUWT members will continue to undertake ongoing action short of 
strike action. 

https://www.nasuwt.org.uk/article-listing/nasuwt-scotland-further-strike-action-
teachers.html 

Image courtesy of Roger Blackwell from Norwich, UK, CC , via Wikimedia 
Commons

https://www.nasuwt.org.uk/article-listing/nasuwt-scotland-further-strike-action-teachers.html  
https://www.nasuwt.org.uk/article-listing/nasuwt-scotland-further-strike-action-teachers.html  
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Read Online

Starmer und
er fire

 for 

sugges
ted NHS refor

ms

THE Labour leader, Sir Keir Starmer, has come under 
fire after outlining his ideas for reforming the NHS. In 
an interview with Laura Kuenssberg on Sunday he said 

there was a role for the private sector within the health service, in 
direct contradiction of Labour Party policy and of the pledge he 
made to reverse privatisation of the NHS during his campaign 
for the Labour leadership in 2020..
Left Labour MPs have voiced their concern, but Starmer is more concerned 
to placate party donors with links to US private health insurance firms. 
People like hedge fund manager Martin Taylor who gave £95,000 to 
Starmer’s leadership campaign and John Armitage.

“Last year Streeting took £15,000 from John Armitage – a Tory donor 
who owns an £834 million stake in US firm UnitedHealth.”   Council 
Estate Media

He angered doctors with his criticism of the ‘bureaucracy’ in some parts 
of the health service, saying: “Anybody who’s been on the 8 o’clock call 
trying to get a GP appointment knows exactly what I’m talking about.”

It’s not bureaucracy hindering doctors from offering the services they would 
like to, it’s that they are overwhelmed, and the hospitals they need to refer 
patients to for tests and/or treatment are overwhelmed and understaffed. 

He also made reference to the  “bureaucratic nonsense”  of the health 

https://creatingsocialism.org/starmer-nhs-reforms/
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service, and it is this proposal which 
has seen most of the backlash. He 
stated on the BBC that  “One of 
the things we’ve put forward… 
self referrals so individuals don’t 
have to go to a doctor in order to 
get referred to specialist help… if 
you’ve got internal bleeding and 
you just need a test there ought to 
be a way that doesn’t involve going 
to see a GP”.

Rachel Clarke, a palliative care 
doctor from Oxford, tweeted “This 
is so monumentally stupid (and 
insulting) on multiple levels”, 
and other doctors have said the 
same.  She also tweeted,  “These 
attacks on general practice and 

dismissal of the role of GP as a bureaucratic waste of time betray spectacular 
ignorance of how healthcare works.”

A spokesperson for the Socialist Health Association (SHA) said,  “the Tory-
damaged NHS is in urgent need of repair but his solutions are all wrong. The 
Labour leadership is offering bromides and dangerous false solutions. For Keir 
Starmer to advocate self-referrals for internal bleeding is a recipe for disaster that 
will waste resources and cost lives.”

Better pay and conditions for healthcare workers means that they will join and 
stay in the profession, yet the Labour leader will not even commit to increasing 
their pay. The Labour Party seems intent on losing the lead they have in the polls. 
Sunak must be delighted that these farcical ideas are distracting attention from his 
own privatisation agenda.

Right now health workers are leading an existential struggle to defend the NHS. 
Starmer’s treachery in abandoning the NHS at this crucial time should persuade 
socialists that it is time to abandon Starmer’s Labour in order to build a genuine 
socialist alternative.
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Read online

Bigoted Westminster blocks 
Scottish trans rights

SUNAK is blocking the easing of restrictions on transgender 
people in Scotland on the grounds that it will affect UK 
equality laws and it may take months before the issue is 

settled in the Supreme Court. This is being portrayed as a clash 
over the limits of the Scottish  government’s power.

It is also an attack on trans rights and comes on the same day as a group 

of transgender people lost their case over waiting times in the NHS. The 

claimants had argued that NHS England was failing to meet a duty to 

ensure 92% of patients referred for non-urgent care start treatment within 

18 weeks. They claimed the delays faced by trans people were longer than 

for other types of NHS treatment. But the judge ruled this need not 

apply equally to all classes of patients, but to the generality of patients as a 

whole. This ignores the fact that for young transgendered people average 

waiting time is three years. In dismissing the case brought by Gendered 

Intelligence and the Good Law Project, Mr Justice Chamberlain said

“It would be possible for the standard to be met even if no child or adult 

https://creatingsocialism.org/police-trans/
https://goodlawproject.org/update/good-law-project-will-appeal-high-court-decision-on-trans-waiting-times/
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referred for gender identity services were treated within 18 weeks.”

Report in the iPaper

Part of the twisted logic that fuels prejudice against trans people and makes it 

impossible for them to self-identify without a medical diagnosis of gender dysphoria 

is the belief that predatory males will self-identify as female in order to gain access 

to their victims.

But the news this week suggests that, by the same logic, women would be better 

protected if men were banned from joining the Metropolitan Police. The case of 

David Carrick is bad enough. One of the most prolific sex offenders in the UK, 

Carrick has admitted 80 sex offences including 48 rapes against 12 women while 

serving as an officer in the Met. The force failed to take action despite receiving 

reports on nine occasions between 2003 and 2020.

Carrick is no ordinary police officer who slipped under the net. As a member of 

the Parliamentary and Diplomatic Protection Command and a firearms officer, he 

was given additional checks in 2009 and 2017. But he was not vetted again after 

a charge of rape was dropped in 2021.

And the ‘one bad apple’ theory won’t wash. In the last three months three police 

officers have been convicted of sexual offences ranging from harassment to rape. 

The Met has now reopened inquiries into 800 serving officers over alleged sexual 

offences or domestic violence. In total 1,071 officers and staff are being investigated 

for more than 1,600 offences.

Can the Met ever be reformed? It is a repeat offender and, despite enquiries and 

policy announcements, it remains a deeply misogynistic institution. And if sex 

offenders can operate with impunity within its ranks how can we ever expect the 

police to take crimes against women seriously?

https://creatingsocialism.org/more-police-failures-and-scandals/
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LONG Covid could affect around 65 million people 

worldwide according to the latest research. However, if 

you thought that this finding would be front page news, 

then think again.

‘Living with Covid’ has become, by default, ignoring it completely. The 
American experts carried out a systematic review of research into Covid, 
looking at the symptoms associated with long Covid and found that the 
virus could affect numerous organs.

Commonly reported  symptoms include chest pains, palpitations 

(associated with heart disease), coughs, difficulty with breathing 

(associated with lung disease), abdominal pain, nausea (associated 

with gastroenteritis), fatigue, memory loss, tinnitus (all associated with 

neurological disorders). The point is not that everybody will suffer severe 

illness as a result of long Covid but that a significant number have become 

at higher risk of severe illness than previously.

We might expect the NHS to be preparing for the increased incidence of 

a range of illnesses connected to long Covid. Indeed, NHS England has 

a plan which was published in July 2022. It proposes a range of measures 

to be taken to support those with long Covid. Given the number of 

cases, there are likely to be upwards of 2.2 million long Covid sufferers 

https://creatingsocialism.org/china-save/
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41579-022-00846-2
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41579-022-00846-2
https://www.england.nhs.uk/publication/the-nhs-plan-for-improving-long-covid-services/
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in England alone.

But there is a vital, and politically motivated, flaw in any plan to treat long Covid. 

To understand long Covid it is necessary for patients to be diagnosed with Covid 

itself. If you never had Covid then, logically, you cannot have long Covid. But in 

April 2022, two months prior to the publication of the long Covid plan, free Covid 

testing was discontinued for most people. There is no requirement at all to get tested 

if you think you may have Covid and, even if you do test positive, no requirement 

for you to inform the NHS. We have entered a period of denial around a virus still 

responsible for 891 deaths in England alone in the week up to 12th January.

The researchers conclude that “diagnostic and treatment options are currently 

insufficient”. They do not see this as politically motivated, and yet it is hard to 

draw any other conclusion. Reducing testing and now reducing the requirement 

to report Covid has been done because politicians accepted a narrative which said 

that ‘returning to normal’ was more important than protecting the population. An 

over-emphasis on the efficacy of vaccines which do not provide protection from the 

virus but merely mitigate its worst effects has led to an almost total media blackout 

on reports of research into Covid.

Meanwhile, at the World Economic Forum in Davos, the rich and the famous are 

making sure they have access to full PCR testing. If you aren’t tested or you test 

positive, your pass is revoked. Inside the conference there is state of the art HEPA 

air filtration and Far-UVC lighting to kill airborne viruses. That is just what we 

need in all our schools and workplaces if we are to live safely with Covid. But, just 

as with long Covid, our media and politicians don’t want to know.

Get the news delivered to your inbox every weekday morning.

Take out a FREE subscription to CreatingSocialism.Org now!

https://creatingsocialism.org/subscribe/

https://creatingsocialism.org/subscribe/
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Read online

THERE has been a 
range of reactions 
to the shock news 

that Jacinda Ardern is standing 
down as New Zealand Prime 
Minister ahead of this year’s 
election 
During her more than five years 
in office, she steered New Zealand 
through the Covid-19 pandemic 
and its ensuing recession, the 
Christchurch Mosque shootings, 
and the White Island volcanic 
eruption, appearing to be decisive 
and not afraid to take difficult 

and controversial decisions. 

However, although she was lauded globally for her country’s initial 
handling of the coronavirus pandemic, she faced tougher criticism at 
home with many saying that the strategy was too strict.This is reflected 
in today’s comment by Cameron Carpenter, for Daily Mail Australia 
that ‘Kiwis will only ever remember her cruelty for forcing families apart.‘

Although she has said her decision has nothing to do with the fact that 
her party are now trailing in the polls, the relentless attacks and criticisms 
over the past few months have had an impact.  Vera Alves, writing for 
the New Zealand Herald said, I..the only surprising thing about today’s 
announcement is tthat it didn’t happen a long time ago, when she first 
started getting hate for trying to steer the country away from mass death 
in a global pandemic..”

Also, despite putting housing and the eradication of rough sleeping 
at the heart of her policy, New Zealand is facing an ongoing housing 
crisis.    Although 10,000 affordable homes were built by 2022 it now 
ranks as the sixth least affordable place on the planet to buy a home.  

It is perhaps another reminder that good intentions can only achieve so 
much in a global system that is programmed to increase inequality.  Jacinda 
Ardern couldn’t have been clearer.  She had “nothing left in her tank.”  The 
fight was just too hard. 

https://creatingsocialism.org/jacinda-resigns/
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War is hell 
Susie Granic

Someone asked recently why we have a different view on war 
today compared to how we saw, for example, the Vietnam 
War, and my answer was “the media”. I don’t know how 

many of you remember the Vietnam War, but surely most of 
you have read something about it, and the stories you will have 
read – and the films you will have seen, notably, at least for 
me, Deerhunter and Apocalypse Now – will have painted a vivid 
picture of the horror of war and the toll it takes, not just on 
civilians caught up in it, but on the soldiers sent to fight that war.
We don’t see that picture painted for us nowadays, and perhaps the main 
reason is that journalists are not embedded with the troops as they used to 
be. (And if they do get to cover a war (or conflict as they are far too often 
called, these journalists usually have to toe their publisher’s line.) I want 

https://creatingsocialism.org/susie-vietnam/
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to draw your attention to the work of two writers from the Vietnam War era – 
one a journalist, Michael Herr, and the other, Mark Baker, the author of a book 
called Nam, for which Baker interviewed many Vietnam veterans and retold their 
stories as they had been relayed to him, telling the horrific as if it is commonplace. 
How these soldiers tell their stories and then have them retold is particularly 
harrowing.

Michael Herr was a correspondent who spent two years in Vietnam at the time, 
and his book  Dispatches  is the best 
I have read on the war. Nam is very 
good also, just told from a different 
perspective, and from the two books 
we have a clear idea of what the 
soldiers endured. So many of these 
soldiers returned disillusioned from 
Vietnam, both because of what they 
had seen and done over there and 
because of how their fellow citizens 
now viewed them. They did not come 
home to heroes’ welcomes, instead 
they were met with protests, jeers, 
cries of ‘baby killer’, to prospective 
employers turning them down solely 
because they were Vietnam vets. We 
cannot truly understand what it must 
have been like for them but, thanks to these books, we have an insight.

And can it be of any surprise to us that, after what they saw and did, so many of 
these men could not adapt to the society they were thrown back into? Instead, so 
many committed suicide. It is estimated that about three times as many Vietnam 
vets committed suicide than were actually killed in the war. Studies put the figure at 
between 150,000 to 200,000, but it is unlikely the true figure will ever be known. 
When one reads about what they endured during more than ten years* of fighting 
a war, which no doubt made little sense to most, it is not difficult to understand 
that figure and perhaps even to wonder, out of the almost three million soldiers 
who fought in that war, (this does not include military personnel who were not 
there as combat troops) how that number can not be higher.

https://www.vietnamfulldisclosure.org/ketwig-veterans-commit-suicide-killed-vietnam/
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There are a couple of paragraphs in Nam which I remembered, and I have gone back 
to them, because it always struck me that, if these were examples of acts these men 
could inflict on each other, god only knows what horrors they meted out to their 
enemy. Thanks to these works, however, and the reports of the My Lai massacre, we do 
now know some of the truth. Here, an incident is described where a soldier is talking 
to Mark Baker about a fellow soldier who had been caught with joints tucked away in 
the cast on his broken arm.

He had been smoking with 
the soldier who is telling the 
story and some others when 
some officers approached, so he 
shoved the joints under the cast. 
However, during interrogation 
they fell out, and he gave up 
the names of those he’d been 
smoking with and the locations 
of a couple of dealers. 

Everybody was understandably 
pissed off with him because of 
this and so he was kept under 

Image - Combat Operations Drang Valley, Vietnam, 1965

guard for his own protection, and during this time he was bitten by a rabid rat. He 
was being treated for the rat bite, and soldiers were not supposed to drink when 
undergoing treatment. However, this soldier, Ortega, did drink and had to be tied to 
his bed. What they did to him next brought home the brutality to me:

“I heard that he was tied to a bed and couldn’t believe my good fortune. We got some 
gasoline and went running over there. Somebody hit the first sergeant over the head – 
he was taken away with a concussion. I didn’t pour the gasoline over Ortega. He was 
twisting on the bed, ranting and raving. The other guys soaked him down with it. I 
threw a match. They took him out with burns on 85 per cent of his body. I don’t know 
if he was dead or not. At that point, I didn’t really care.“

There are many tales of the way they spoke to, treated, and often killed the locals, as 
well as enemy soldiers; tales of the unit who had partly shaved heads and collected ears 
from those they killed, of taking Vietcong up in helicopters and throwing them out, 
of killing women and children simply because they looked at them ‘funny’, of ‘getting 
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a taste for killing’. It is truly distressing and heartrending. But they also portray how, 
before they had gone to Vietnam, they had thought they had morals, that there was 
a line they wouldn’t cross, though they were to discover, to the distress of some, that 
this wasn’t the case at all, they were not the people they thought they were. This was 

Image My Tho, Vietnam. A Viet Cong base camp being. In the foreground 

is Private First Class Raymond Rumpa, St Paul, Minnesota - NARA

a tragedy for them as well as 
for those who crossed their 
paths.

In  Dispatches  Michael 
Herr’s voice is even more 
compelling than the voices 
in  Nam  who are recalling 
events, because he is there 
with the men, it is written 
very much in the ‘now’. His 
book has come to be seen as 
the definitive account of that 
terrible war, and Herr has 
been likened to Hemingway 
by fellow writers.

Herr’s first day in Vietnam, 
as he was on an airstrip, is 
described thus: ‘It was like a walk through a colony of stroke victims, a thousand men 
on a cold, rainy airfield after too much of something I’d never really know. Dirt and 
blood and torn fatigues, eyes that poured out a steady charge of wasted horror.’

Then, as he spent more time with different platoons: ‘People retreated into positions 
of hard irony, cynicism, despair, some saw the action and declared for it, only heavy 
killing could make them feel so alive. And some just went insane, followed the black 
light arrow around the bend and took possession of the madness that had been waiting 
in trust for them for eighteen or twenty-five or fifty years.’

The book also reflects on the way the men felt about ‘back home’, with most having 
nothing but contempt for their government. When they heard the news of Martin 
Luther King’s assassination, some of the Black soldiers found they were questioning, 
more than they had been already, their participation in this war. Why were they killing 
people for white people back home who didn’t want them to have equal 
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rights? Some had already had doubts about their involvement, but with King’s death, 
they found they couldn’t even speak to their white fellow soldiers and were having 
second thoughts about their decision to remain in the army after the war, as quite a 
few had wanted to. They realised that, if they were stationed in the USA, they might 
very well be expected to train guns on their own brothers, and this was a line not all 
were prepared to cross. And who can blame them?

Photo by Ann on Unsplash

When you begin reading either 
of these two books, especially if 
you have not read similar books 
before, you are horrified, not 
just at what these soldiers, often 
boys, had to endure, but also at 
the dreadful things they did. As 
you continue reading you almost, 
almost, become accustomed to 
them. If this is how it affects us, 
as readers, how can we have ever 
expected better from the soldiers? 

And how can we ever expect any better in the future? War is hell.

A soldier watching another who everybody treats like shit:

‘“What’s the matter with him?“

“He’s a conscientious objector.”

“What does that mean?”

“It’s against the guy’s religion to kill.” That struck me as odd because I thought it was 
that way for everybody.’

*I am using ten years plus because I am speaking of US troop involvement, whereas 
the USA’s involvement was of course from 1954-75

NOTE: We must take note of Michael Herr saying, more than a decade after the book 
was published, that some of it was invented. But he also said this, “I don’t really want 
to go into that no-man’s-land about what really happened and what didn’t happen and 
where you draw the line. Everything in Dispatches happened for me, even if it didn’t 
necessarily happen to me.”
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Rape – Nobody asks for it – 
Ever

by Jo Buchanan

Image by Marcos Cola by Pixabay

This article is not primarily about statistics or theories, it is 
about attitudes to rape and the experiences of women and 
the impact of rape and sexual assault by strangers on women 

and their lives. It comes from the anger and despair I felt recently 
when a young woman I know, a tall athletic powerful woman, was 

Read Online

https://creatingsocialism.org/jo-rape/
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brutally raped by two men she had never set eyes on before. She did not 
go to the police. Other women I know who have been raped have not 
reported the attacks. They are strong women, women you might have 
expected could have faced being questioned by the police and potentially 
a court appearance. Many women say the prospect of such an ordeal is 
too intimidating. Therefore, added to the sense of shame, disgust, and 
humiliation arising from the rape itself, there is a sense of shame and guilt 
that they have not taken action to try to have the perpetrators brought to 
justice.

I have been lucky, although 
I have been terrified on 
more than one occasion. 
Three times I came close 
to being raped. Another 
time I was pinned against 
a wall and subjected 
to a frightening assault 
one early evening on a 
residential street. On this 
occasion I froze completely, 
unable to struggle or resist. 
I understand why we 
don’t always fight back. 

Sometimes we are criticised for failing to do so, but we are often unable to move 
at all. The assaults I experienced were carried out by strangers. I did not inform the 
police. It did not occur to me. I thought it was what happened to women regularly, 
especially travelling around London, and the police had a reputation for increasing the 
humiliation we had already experienced. I have been groped in stations and had men 
expose themselves on a number of occasions. I was once sitting on an underground 
train and the man opposite decided to masturbate, not the first time this had happened. 
The London Transport Police might have apprehended him if they had been quick off 
the mark. I was not concerned for myself but tried to report it because there were 
often young school children travelling on that route at that time of day. 

One in five women will be subjected to sexual violence in their life-time. Approximately 
85,000 women experience rape, attempted rape or sexual assault in England and Wales 
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every year. That amounts to 11 sexual offences 
every hour. Only 10-15% of sexual offences 
are reported to the police. We don’t know 
how many rapes by strangers go unreported. 
40% of adults who are raped tell no one about 
it. People of all ages and appearances, and of all 
classes, cultures, abilities, genders, sexualities, 
races and religions, are raped. You feel safer as 
you become older, but I still remember with 
horror a woman in her eighties being raped 
and strangled by a young man as she took a 
short cut back home through a patch of trees 

with her shopping. 

Why do men rape women? Joanna Bourke has written books and many articles 
about violence and the experience of rape. She has also turned her attention 
to examining the rapists. In ‘Rape: A History from 1860 to the Present’, she 
investigates the complexity of sexual violence and leaves the reader with the chilling 
realisation of how very widespread rape is. Most perpetrators of sexual violence 
are male, and most victims are female. A rapist is exerting power, dominance and 
control. A rapist is both a misogynist and a sadist. 

Sometimes rape is planned but sometimes it is not. One rapist was interviewed 
after being apprehended and confessed that he had left home with no intention 
of harming anyone, but that a woman had seen him, looked alarmed and crossed 
the road. He was so angry that he was seen as a threat that he crossed the road 
after her and raped her. It is impossible for most women to understand this kind 
of violent response. Do some men, many men, 
have the potential for violence close to the surface?

Who remembers  Stephanie Slater? Who 
remembers Jill Saward? These were notorious cases 
that haunted many of us for years. 

Jill Saward’s life was ruined. A gang of three men 
broke into her father’s vicarage in London in 1986 
to burgle the property. They tied up Jill’s partner 
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and her father, and two of the gang raped Jill repeatedly before beating the 
men almost to death. Later Jill presented herself as dignified and collected. The 
judge thought that that was an indication that she had coped well with what 
had happened. Numerous voices were raised in outrage when he gave longer 
sentences for the burglary than for Jill’s rape and said to the rapists, “Because I 
have been told the trauma suffered by the victim was not so great, I shall take 
a lenient course with you”. There was a furious reaction, and many demanded 
to know why property was considered more important than a violated young 
woman. Jill also did much good in her life helping others, but never recovered. 
How could she? She died aged 51 in 2017.

Stephanie Slater was also traumatised for life. In 1992 she was held for eight days 
In a tiny coffin-like space after being raped by her kidnapper, Michael Sams. He 
had already committed murder, having killed Julie Dart in 1991. The country 
breathed a collective sigh of relief when she was set free. She was alive, and to 
many people that was what that mattered. But that was not the end of her ordeal. 
The behaviour of the police added to her trauma, trauma which stayed with 
her for the rest of her life. Stephanie said after some years had passed, “He took 
everything and destroyed the next 20 years of my life. But now I am ready to 
begin again. Most people begin their lives in their 20s and 30s but those years of 
my life were destroyed.” She bravely tried to help other victims of rape and did 
much good but she never fully recovered, never had that chance to begin again 
and she died at the age of 50.

Women are raped in war. These savage assaults on women are often encouraged 
by invaders as a way of humiliating and subjugating civilians. There are examples 
of rapes in war dating back centuries. I sometimes wonder how the men feel after 
having committed brutal offences against ordinary women and children. Many 
of these men will have families back home. I sometimes wonder too about gang 
rapes. Do the rapists have regrets? Would any of them have become so sadistic if 
they had been on their own or are they caught up in the mentality of being part 
of a group. Is it exciting to behave so violently? Do some of them feel they must 
go ahead or lose face? Whatever the reason, women are traumatised and lives are 
ruined.

Victims rather than perpetrators are regularly blamed after a rape. Women 
are accused of ‘asking for it’ if they are drunk, scantily dressed, behaving in an 
uninhibited way or walking along deserted streets or paths. Often an assessment 
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is made about what the victim did wrong and what mistakes she made that resulted 
in the assault. Certainly in the past the police have often taken a lenient attitude 
to perpetrators of sexual violence. I knew someone who was stalked by a man who 
followed her to her doorstep and immediately started to masturbate. The man 
was finally apprehended by the police, but there was no further action. Indeed the 
police went out of their way to avoid the man’s wife finding out, his name being 
made public and his reputation tarnished. Apparently he told the police that his 
wife had just had a baby and he was not ‘getting it’ at home and that is why he went 

out stalking and masturbating. The 
police officer in charge of the case 
reported this to the victims expecting 
them to be understanding. 

Not long ago we learnt of 
inappropriate misogynistic 
exchanges between male police 
officers about sexual violence, 
laughing and joking about rape 
in WhatsApp groups. Colleagues 
ignored previous allegations of 
sexual misconduct against Wayne 
Couzens, the serving police 
officer who kidnapped, raped and 
strangled Sarah Everard in 2021, 

and they joked about his attitude to women, laughingly calling him ‘the rapist’. 
One of the latest news items concerns unspeakable offences committed by another 
Metropolitan Police Officer, David Carrick, who has pleaded guilty to 49 offences. 
These offences included dozens of rapes. The Met overlooked nine opportunities 
to put a stop to his depravity. There are now investigations into 1,000 sexual and 
domestic abuse claims, involving 800 officers. 

At times it feels as if attitudes to women are becoming more violent and sadistic. 
Andrew Tate, the now notorious alpha male, has a large admiring following of young 
men, and there is considerable concern that he and others like him may encourage 
men and boys to harm women. He is undoubtedly influencing their attitudes and 
probably their behaviour. He has been blatant in his violent treatment of women 
and has made totally unacceptable comments about sexual harassment and rape, 
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stating that women should “bear some responsibility”. He has argued that women 
belong in the home and are the “property” of men. In one of his videos he remarks in 
reference to assaulting a woman, “It’s bang out the machete, boom in her face and grip 
her by the neck. Shut up bitch”. He was prominent on TikTok, although he has now 
been banned from social media, and his videos have been watched 11.6 million times. 
Tate left the UK for Romania, citing one of his reasons as being because it would be 
easier to evade rape charges. He has recently been arrested there on suspicion of rape 
and human trafficking. 

I doubt whether anything has changed over the years and whether anything will ever 
change. Many women feel unable to go out safely and confidently. We hear of the 
increase in the cases of ‘spiking’, the adding of drugs or alcohol to someone’s drink 
and recently by injection. Ensuing rapes are clearly premeditated, planned in cold 
blood. We hear regularly of mass rapes in various trouble spots in different parts of the 
world. Women demonstrate angrily and vociferously and have repeatedly demanded 
change, change in the attitudes in society, change in the attitudes of the police and, 
most importantly, change in the attitudes and behaviour of men. It is an outrageous, 
desperate and totally unacceptable situation that, the world over, misogyny and the 
urge to control, subjugate and perpetrate violence on women is still so widespread.
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‘Ten Years Hard Labour’ by 
Chris Williamson

A Review by John Harvey

I remember the day Jeremy Corbyn was elected to  the 
leadership, a true  socialist  leader for a  Labour  Party 
recently lacking in socialism. I remember the day he had 

the whip withdrawn as well. I don’t remember either day for 
Chris Williamson, but I do speak about him more fondly than 
I do about Jeremy Corbyn, as, while Corbyn was the voice of 
socialism in Labour, Williamson was the very blood that allowed 
that heart to beat. 
A red through and through, I 
knew a little of what Williamson 
had gone through in his last 
few years in the Labour Party. 
I’ve talked with many people 
since, mostly my own age, 
who’ve caught me at odd 
moments of peace catching up 
on his book, ‘Ten Years Hard 
Labour’. Often they’ll ask me 
who Chris Williamson is. I 
feel this is much less important 
than  what  Chris Williamson 
has come to represent. 

Ten Years  is the story of an 
MP from a  working class 
background, a Labour Party 
member for more than 40 
years, who held the Derby North seat for a total of seven years. 
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It is obvious from how he writes that his experience with Miliband was true to the 
latter’s portrayal in the media – a man who meant well but failed altogether when 
it came to following through, by failing to appeal to the public who might have 
been swayed to vote for the Labour Party. As Shadow Minister for Communities 
and Local Government in Miliband’s Cabinet, Williamson talks about his days 
establishing himself as a close ally to the Fire Brigades Union prior to losing his 
seat at the 2015 election.

In a way this is the origin of the story of his book, the place from which Williamson 
emerges from the shadows, as one of the most vocal voices for change under the 
banner of a new leader. That leader was Jeremy Corbyn. 

Most of us recall what it was like to get swept up in the Corbyn frenzy of optimism – 
everyone and their mum would cheer his name over the sounds of Seven Nation 
Army, although most of us also couldn’t imagine what it was like being part of 
that movement within the Houses of Parliament. 

Williamson has the unfortunate knowledge that, however powerful a movement 
is, if the organisation grows and is not allowed to thrive, then it will die. That 
is the bleak, yet honest, account of Williamson. An advocate for social change 
and a determined MP who seemed interested in his job, unrelated to the pay, 
Williamson tells quite clearly what many of us already suspected about the Party.. 

Within the Labour Party there are many who may claim to wear the red, but 
in truth they are as blue as many Tories. And both groups look down on us 
common people as if we’re not their constituents whom they should serve, but 
rats on the dinner table stealing bites from their buffet. 

I will say that this is quite a labour to read, as it must have been to write, and, while 
I might argue that this book is better off cut down into three shorter sections, the 
singular narrative can, if read in one go, keep your interest whilst allowing for 
greater details for each event. For example, the main crux of Williamson’s book 
– the antisemitism scandal – is highly detailed and goes very much into every 
single attack levied against Williamson, Corbyn and other allied socialists such 
as Mark Wadsworth and Jackie Walker. 

Reading about the horrific acts that the right of the party undertook to discredit 
those speaking up (and when that didn’t work hinting at violence) truly makes the 
blood boil. I had to take more than a few calming walks so as not to feel enraged 
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at the audacity of those MPs who smeared Corbyn and his allies, behaving like 
a pack of bullies  towards anyone who questioned the ‘unquestionable moral 
piety’ that is the state of Israel. 

It is in fact difficult to read this book and not help but feel… well, helpless. 
If an MP with as great and upstanding a record as Williamson can be 
destroyed overnight, how easily can the rest of us be dealt with by the Friends 
of Israel? How easily can we be silenced by hypocrites who so very rarely point 
out how quickly their agenda will shift to keep themselves in a position of 
wealth and power. 

I also came out of this book finding greater sense of doubt in having defended 
Corbyn so vigorously throughout 
the years when he seems incapable 
of doing the same for his allies. Not 
to say I altogether thought Corbyn 
was a bad leader of the Labour Party, 
nor will I indulge anyone and say 
perhaps others were better suited, 
but it is true what Williamson says. 
Time and time again Corbyn’s hand 
was lined up for a full house, and 
yet every time he folded, perhaps in 
an attempt to take the higher moral 
ground. 

This strategy,  however  noble,  left 
the Labour Party back in the state before Corbyn had his moment  – right 
back to where we were in 2015.  Only now,  many MPs and members of 
groups such as Momentum and other left wing organisations have been falsely 
discredited and left with the option of fighting over a doomed party under Sir 
Keir Starmer or placing their bets elsewhere. 

Perhaps  the Labour Party was always doomed to fail, perhaps the NEC and 
grassroots movements were always going to go head-to-head, and the ugly faces 
of selfish characters were always going to raise their heads and refuse to follow 
a leader who might not only have won the country for them but also brought 
about numerous socialist programmes. 
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We have reasons not to feel hopeless. As Williamson reminds us, Corbyn might 
not have won, but that does not mean his impact was not felt. Williamson’s own 
story is a direct and honest account of parliamentarians and a stark reminder that 
we should not be fighting less but fighting harder, that we are not Sisyphus forever 
pushing the boulder up the hill. We’re more like Elsa in Frozen 2 (stay with me 
here!), continuously battling the sea and getting thrown back time and time and 
time again.

But each time it is a little harder for them to throw us back. Each time the forces 
against us have to try to double their efforts from the last time they beat us back. We 
are forever moving closer to that moment when we reach a tipping point, when 
the proverbial straw that breaks the camel’s back falls softly while the snap is loud 
and clear and cannot be mended. Almost eight and a half million voted Labour 
in Tony Benn’s day in 1983, more than ten million scarcely three years ago. Ten 
MILLION people voted for a better future. And, against all odds, the right wing 
did not crush Jackie Walker nor Chris Williamson. Both still speak up today, and, 
though the power they have is not the same as they had a few years ago, the fact 
of the matter is that the story the right, many of whom are Zionists, have is not 
as strong either. 

Revolution is not just required but needed to change what we have now into 
what Williamson and Corbyn and Walker and Wadsworth and every other person 
fighting for a better future envision. Reading this book will not start a political 
revolution, it won’t suddenly alter your understanding of the political battlefields. 
But it is a stark reminder of what we came so close to winning and the mistakes that 
were made. That it shines a light on the attitudes of our representative government 
ministers is also quite illuminating. 

If you are prepared to be swamped with information, raised to the heights 
of fury and can spare the time and have a comfortable chair – then go at this book 
with as much enthusiasm as we all felt in the Corbyn days. Perhaps Williamson 
is right, Corbyn was not the leader we needed. Perhaps though he was, and 
Williamson was the individual we needed to be there so the people could be 
given, from at least one MP, an honest account.



January 22nd 2023

36

FEEDBACK FEEDBACK 

Editor@CreatingSocialism.org
Jo Buchanan’s article, Rape – Nobody Asks For It, earned this 
response from Critical Mass writer Lynne Edwards.

“Great article Jo and very well timed. The numbers you quote are mind-
boggling, showing the current and historical extent of such extreme misogyny. 
Coming from a criminal justice background myself, I often wonder how 
such hatred is created. Because although nature occasionally throws up 
unpredictable temperaments and pathologies, for the most part rapists are 
created by life experiences, relationships, family and environment factors, as 
well as being social/cultural. Nevertheless, fear, hate and a toxic masculinity 
are at the very core of this problem.”

Jean really liked Harvey John’s review of Chris Williams’ book, “Ten Years 
Hard Labour” 

“Great article inspiring me to buy Chris’s book.“

In response to our news report on Starmer’s so-called healthcare 
reforms Ivortheengels wrote,

“Starmer’s ‘internal bleeding’ gaffe is his ‘drink bleach to cure Covid’ Trump 
moment.”

Dave Middleton’s historical analysis of the Labour Party brought 
this response. 

“And why stop before you make the obvious point? So we need a movement 
that represents the left wing, socialists, trade unions, and working and non-
working people to counteract the hated Tory party. If so-called Labour is 
turning away from us who represents us? NOT Labour then… I see this 
again and again I was brought up by socialist parents and grandparents, told 

Edited by Mike Stanton

mailto:Editor@CreatingSocialism.org
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the history, the stories about the important marches and how the cavalry 
attacked the working men and women in Manchester! The Ragged Trousers 
etc. Why do you think we don’t know the history that isn’t important is it? 
If the party that most of us voted for actively hates and ignores now moving 
towards Tory-Lite and the vile right wing. I am sure as hell never going to 
waste a vote on them just because of a name and rosette colour let alone 
history.

“It might as well be changed to a Tory-Lite party if they ever told the 
damn truth but they won’t! Because they know they only get elected by 
lies and deception, by hiding their real nature with the assistance of the 
vile right-wing press remember. If you want to talk history we have 
Tony Blair’s ‘New Labour’ to use as an awful example. They also brought 
in the vile WCA and attacked Disabled people so history repeats!” 
 
We also had a very long reply to our news article on Labour plans 
to reform the DWP. In a heartbreaking and justifiably angry 
response, David Kemp made the point that he was not disabled 
by choice. 
David suffered horrific injuries when a car drove into his bike. The 
NHS saved his life, but that was just the beginning of a long battle 
with the courts for compensation and an equally bitter struggle 
with the DWP and the hated Work Capability Assessments 
introduced by a previous Labour government where you have 
to constantly prove that you are still disabled and entitled to a 
pathetic £134 a week in benefits. As David says:

“Do they think I could find a job? I should still have one and certainly not 
a low-paid one! I have a degree and more bits of paper that demonstrate my 
knowledge and ability in my field. I used to control all the computers for a 
private hospital group for over 10 years! Years of work, study and learning 
before that and then I should work in a warehouse sending out Amazon 
purchases or something? 

“No thanks. If I want to die, I certainly would not give myself a heart attack 
trying to work again. FFS I can no longer drive according to the Government 
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because my medication makes it unsafe but they want me to work!!!! This is 
all just so a bunch of right-wing scum can save £134 a week. According to 
them, that’s what this is all about, saving one hundred and thirty sodding 
quid a week. This is worth my life just to get rid of a few more disabled 
people to reduce numbers and make right-wing scum happy because they’re 
not paying any more tax! 

“So they can then steal and give to their right-wing millionaire ‘friends’ – 
saving money lies and deception is worth our lives they think. This crap 
makes me embarrassed to call myself a Labour supporter and now an ex-
supporter. Your numbers and lies are not worth one hundred and thirty 
pounds a week. 

“’Work until you die to save the country a few quid and no pension for 
you’, they cackle with glee, swinging down reduced-price booze and 
expensive foods at our expense. I told myself not to swear but fuck this! 
We have heard this crap for the last 12 years and then with Blair scum before 
it was always the same message, different rosette same hate. The number of 
disabled people who have died within 6 months of benefits being removed is 
over 20,000. That was two years ago. I hate to think what it is now and yet 
they want more removed, more savings, more death and that is what this is 
all about – MONEY! Encouraged back to work? Yeah into a grave…”

We welcome your feedback.
Please use the form at the bottom of each article on the web, answer the subscription email, 
or write to us at the address at the top of this feedback page. 
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CAMPAIGNS
This section of the Sunday Socialist is to provide readers with information about 
campaigns and events which reflect our values. Many of them are working towards 
the kind of socialist society we urgently need for all of us. This week we are including 
the websites of a number of campaigning organisations. Just click on the image to go 
to their website.

https://extinctionrebellion.uk/news/

https://www.actionforcleanair.org.uk/

https://extinctionrebellion.uk/news/
https://www.actionforcleanair.org.uk/
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https://caat.org.uk/

https://cuba-solidarity.org.uk/

https://www.fuelpovertyaction.org.uk

https://caat.org.uk/
https://cuba-solidarity.org.uk/
https://www.fuelpovertyaction.org.uk
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A rubbish 
article

Susie Granic

We talk daily about the environment and what measures we can 
take in an attempt to mitigate the very real disaster we are 
facing, but something we haven’t been focusing on is littering, 

which used to feature often in the news. Perhaps because it’s not seen as 
important as recycling our plastics, disposing of our kitchen and garden 
refuse sensibly etc. And it probably isn’t quite so important, but it still 
should not be ignored.

I don’t know about anybody else, but I am angered daily at the amount of rubbish – 
and waste – which I see on the streets. I have my first walk with my dog between 4.30 
and 5.00 every morning, and every single day I am faced with plastic, paper, cardboard, 
and large quantities of food every couple of metres. I’ve never seen anything like it 
elsewhere, though I’m sure it must happen in other towns and cities.

It is particularly worse after Friday and Saturday nights, and I’d love to see the police out 
late handing out fines to these litterbugs – as we used to call them, though personally I 
think it’s too ‘cute’ a word for these destroyers of the environment. There isn’t even the 
excuse of not enough litter bins, because often I will see bags or pizza boxes dropped 
right next to a not-full bin.

Drivers and cyclists will know what a danger paper bags and plastic can be when 
caught by the wind and thrown up on a windscreen or into the face of a cyclist. These 
people are not just despoiling the streets but they are engaging in potentially harmful 
behaviour.
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And the food waste! At a time when many are using food banks to stop themselves 
from starving, these people are throwing away almost whole pizzas, polystyrene boxes 
half full of chips, burgers with one bite taken out and half-eaten sausage rolls and the 
like. It infuriates me. Of course they can’t give their half-eaten food to people in need 
but they need to learn the value of this food. Being so incredibly wasteful in a time 
of such poverty in this country is disgraceful and these people should be ashamed of 
themselves. Or their parents should be ashamed of them.

This leads me onto something which some may not agree with. What on earth are 
these young people learning at home? They are mainly aged between 15 and 25 from 
what I have seen, and I see them during the day too, buying sandwiches and sausage 
rolls while on lunch break from school or college and just tossing the wrappers and 
uneaten food on the ground. Do their parents allow them to just leave uneaten food? 
Do they give them sums of money to waste in this manner? Do they not teach them 
how to dispose of rubbish? If you’re brought up to value what you have, you don’t 
suddenly discard that the minute you’re out of your parents sight. Or do you?

Photo by John Cameron on Unsplash


