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TOXIC MASCULINITY ON TOXIC MASCULINITY ON 
TRIALTRIAL

Toxic Masculinity  is once more in the news with the 
arrest of Andrew Tate in Romania, where he is being 
held for 30 days as part of an investigation into human 

trafficking and rape. Tate is a far-right misogynist who has 
attracted a mass following and made a lot of money on social 
media with his message that men are being disempowered by 
an all-powerful women’s movement. It is utter nonsense, but 
he is exerting an unhealthy influence on vulnerable teens and 
young men who are struggling with their lives.
Most of the discussion is about curbing his influence by placing 
restrictions on social media platforms. There is nothing wrong with 
banning hate speech. What socialist has not reported vile racist and 
sexist accounts in order to get them banned? But why does Tate’s 
message resonate so strongly?

If you look at the media today, there are plenty of mainstream 
commentators who seem to have a problem with women, especially if 
they are outspoken, left-wing or black. Piers Morgan, Jeremy Clarkson, 
Andrew Neil are just three who come to mind. Their published views 
may not be criminal, but they do create a climate where Tate’s hate 
speech can flourish.

Like the scum that floats to the surface of a polluted river, they are 
evidence of a fundamental problem. Despite the impressive history 
of the feminist movement and its success with issues like equal pay 
legislation and abortion law reform, women’s liberation is still a distant 
dream. #MeToo showed how far we have to go, and even the gains that 
have been won are under threat as right wing populist movements win 
political power and seek to revoke progressive legislation.
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So why is it happening now? Plain and simple, capitalism is in crisis and people 
are beginning to unite and fight back. So divide and rule is once more the order 
of the day. Young versus old, white versus black, men versus women, women 
versus trans – anything that gets us arguing amongst ourselves and forgetting 
who the real enemy is.

So how can we challenge it? In part this is a moral question. The way we should 
treat others and showing basic respect needs to be a part of the sense we have of 
who we are. But we all know that simply calling for respect does not always get 
a response. 

People, especially young people, are surrounded by a plethora of information 
sources. Many of these sources, especially on Tik Tok and Instagram, are young 
men and women pushing their own agendas. Let’s be clear closing down one 
bright eyed young wannabes account will not solve the problem. School assemblies 
that have authority figures telling young boys and girls not to listen to the anti-
establishment figures are more likely to fuel this latest pandemic of hate than 
solve it.

Hate is not an expression of power but of powerlessness. It is felt most keenly 
by those in working class communities who have had their life chances stripped 
from them. Who see others as having opportunities they are denied. They are 
easy targets for the hatemongers. Where do we challenge this? When people are 
brought together on picket lines fighting bosses and the government they can 
begin to see that what they took for granted as “common sense” no longer holds. 
The solidarity and respect of the picket line is not a myth. 

So, if young men are following Andrew Tate in search of a sense of purpose 
and identity, sending him to prison and restricting his influence is not enough. 
Someone else will take his place. The challenge for the left is to provide an 
alternative source of identity and purpose, to say, “Yes, your life is shit. But it’s 
not your fault and it’s definitely not her fault. It is their fault. Blame the rich and 
the system they represent.”

Alienation is the recruiting sergeant for false prophets like Andrew Tate. Solidarity 
is the antidote. It starts when you join the resistance. Divide and Rule or Unite 
and Fight? Which side are you on?
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Cheese
Milk
Bread
Apples
Spaghetti hoops
Margarine
Baked beans
Digestives
Crisps
Corn Flakes
Fusili
Tea bags
Tomato soup
Pizza
TOTAL

Price May 
15th

Price 
today

1.89
0.95
0.55
1.19
0.13
1.09
0.22
0.39
2.79
0.55
1.29
0.95
0.45
0.99
13.43

2.69
1.30
0.72
1.49
0.16
1.29
0.26
0.49
3.49
0.63
1.59
0.99
0.54
0.99
16.63

Rise in cost of goods in our 
budget since May 15th

Percent 
rise

42.3
36.8
30.9
25.2
23.1
18.3
18.2
25.6
25.1  
14.5
23.3
4.2

20.0
0

23.8

IS the cost of living crisis coming to an end? There are indications that 
things may be turning round. One indicator is our basket of 13 budget 
goods. Whilst that basket has risen 23.8% since May  15th when we first 
calculated it, over the past 5 weeks it has not changed by a single penny. 

It’s worth putting this into perspective. A 23.8% increase in the price of 
basic goods is a massive blow to the budgets of low income families and 
individuals. And it is also worth pointing out that individual items have 
risen from 4.2% (tea bags) to 42.3% (mild Cheddar cheese). Quite how 
these increases impacts any particular household will depend on which items 
are in their personal basket.

This is worth repeating simply because the official food inflation rate, whilst 
still high, was recorded at 16.4% in November. Whilst the trend there 
was still upwards this was before the stabilisation of prices we saw over the 
Christmas period. 

Of course, this reluctance to increase 
prices over Christmas could be purely 
seasonal. We know that retailers were 
particularly worried about the seasonal 
impact since many of them rely on 
Christmas to keep their profits up.

As it turned out they needn’t have 
worried. Early reports show that 
retailers as diverse as Boots, Greggs, The 
Fragrance Shop, Card Factory, Seasalt 
, Oxfam, Aldi, Lidl, Iceland,  Tesco 
and Marks & Spencer all report better 
than expected results for the Christmas 
period. 

Some of this was undoubtedly down to 

COST OF LIVING CRISIS ENDING?

Dave Middleton
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the fact that people generally are anticipating a tough year in 2023 and were determined 
to make the best of Christmas.

If the recession is easing slightly for retailers, and its worth noting their profits 
were only better than the catastrophe they had predicted, the same cannot be said 
for consumers. Figures from the Office for National Statistics show that credit card 
spending peaked in December, although spending on credit was slightly lower than 
the previous December. 

Two points need to be made about credit card spending. First not everybody has access 
to credit. In particular those on below average incomes are very often denied access 
to credit cards. Second, and perhaps obviously, debt has to be repaid. The average 
household in the UK had £2,033 of credit card debt as of August 2021. That figure 
represents an average of £1,068 per adult. The average rate of interest on that debt is 
21%. Put bluntly, for every £100 you borrow, you pay back £121, and if your debt 
continues you pay interest on the interest. It is not a good way of managing your 
finances.

Although it is possible inflation will slow in 2023 that is not the same as saying the 
cost of living crisis is coming to an end. In some ways inflation drives the crisis but 
is a symptom more than a cause of the crisis. The inflation rate of 10, 16 or whatever 
percent the media report represents an increase in prices over a year. If, let’s say, food 
inflation is 16.4% in November that means that prices, on average, will have risen by 
that amount since November 2021. As inflation cools those price rises will remain.

The issue for most ordinary people remains can their income keep up with price 
rises? For most people income is their wage, their benefits or their pension. For those 
on higher incomes they may include their dividends on investments and for actual 
capitalists they include the rate of return on the capital they invest. 

Wages continue to be below inflation. Benefits and pensions even more so. In other 
words, the lower your income the less chance you have of maintaining your standard 
of living. If you are spending considerably more on one item, you will have to spend 
less on something else.

If your income is not rising the only way to maintain your standard of living is to use 
your savings. Which is fine unless you happen to be one of the one in five of Britons 
who have no savings at all. And, it does not take a genius to work out who they are 
most likely to be. The same low income households that can’t get credit and have no 
option but to either eat less or eat more cheaply.
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Desert Island Dissidents compiled by Mike Stanton

EdgeNotes
I asked people to choose a book, a record, and a luxury item to take 

with them into exile on a desert island. My thanks to Adam Colcough 
for supplying the title and to all the writers for their choices, showing 

that socialists are not the cheerless, unthinking fanatics portrayed by the 
right-wing media. I will start with my choices.
Book: In Our Time by Melvyn Bragg and Simon Tillotson. Transcripts from the 
Radio 4 broadcasts of the same name in which Bragg engages experts in conversation 
about their favourite subjects.

Record: Time by Jess Gillam playing some of my favourite music on my favourite 
instrument, the saxophone.

Luxury: A pen and a notebook. I have to write.

Ann Marcial
To have been exiled to a desert island would to me be a betrayal of some sort.  Maybe 
because I’m a socialist I have been exiled by Suella Braverman, the Tory minister for 
cruelty; the fare and accommodation or lack of it is cheaper than Rwanda. I would 
find it difficult to be on my own, as it is deserted, I would miss socialising and 
discussing politics; this is one of my most favourite activities. 

The book I would take would be ‘The Wilderness Survival Guide, author Joe O’Leary’.  
Although I was a girl guide, I’m not sure that the skills I learnt would stand me in 
good stead, that’s of course if I could remember them.  I would need every tip that 
a book like this could give me, that would I hope keep me sane.

One recording of funny and inspirational messages from my family members would 
be great, as I probably wouldn’t be able to have photos, so when I felt defeated by 
my lack of coping skills their voices would cheer me up.

A luxury has to be a Swiss army knife so that I have at least one tool that will help 
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with the skills I would need according to my survival guide.

I now have the confidence to be shipped off to this island and possibly survive whatever 
nature throws at me. Here’s hoping that a new Socialist Party is formed, the old guard 
has been removed, Parliament is restructured, and the working class have taken over 
the country in a bloodless coup.  I will be rescued, and we will live in a sustainable 
environment.  The 1% can then be shipped off to a desert island where they can do 
the least damage.  Solidarity! 

Adam Colcough
The book is A Kestrel for a Knave by Barry Hines. We were ‘taught’ this book at school 
and that it managed to hold the attention of teenage boys who were very much too 
cool for school shows the quality of the writing. The subject matter is as relevant as it 
was in the 60’s when Hines wrote it and the 80’s when I first read it. Billy Casper is 
still around, it’s just there’s nobody today to tell his story.

The record is Introspective by the Pet Shop Boys, the first LP I listened to that showed 
me music was about more than a catchy tune. At its best it operates on multiple levels 
with something new to find each time.

My luxury would have to be my laptop, as a castaway I might have the time to use it 
to write my own masterpiece.

Marilyn Tyzack
My book  is  “The Ragged Trousered Philanthropist, “by Robert  Tressell.  I was 
introduced to this as a 22 year old, whilst working for a trade union.  I came from a 
Labour voting family, but my politics were felt rather than understood. My colleague 
was passionate about politics, and we would sit for hours discussing this book and 
its relevance to  the politics of the day. He and the book were so influential in the 
development of my political journey. 

The piece of music is more difficult. There are so many that I have an emotional connection 
with, but I think, for a desert island, it would have to be something uplifting that I 
could sing along with. My choice would be “Do You Hear The People Sing?” from Les 
Miserables. 

I have no problem whatsoever in selecting my luxury item. It would be my camera 
that shoots only in black and white. Photography is my passion. This camera is a thing 
of beauty. I could be happily stranded for quite a few years.
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Jo Buchanan
Would I be allowed all six volumes of Karl Ove Knausgaard’s autobiography, ‘My 
Struggle’? The minute details of his life are totally absorbing, although some people 
find them infuriating. He lays himself bare, describing and analysing his behaviour 
and emotions over the years. The final volume has a gripping central discursive section 
about aspects of Hitler’s life and Nazism. Knausgaard delves into politics. He can be 
hard to pin down but does speak out against injustice. He said of the Scandinavian 
model of welfare state: “It ..has created a feeling that the society belongs to us”.

I was tempted by an album of 60s or 70s pop music or reggae but have settled 
for Bach. All the Brandenburg Concertos if possible?  Their sound is glorious, and 
apparently Baroque music can bring about a balanced, stable, calm state of mind and 
is an aid to effective learning. It helps the brain produce alpha waves and improves 
memory.

My luxury – coffee.

Susie Granic
I think these things are incredibly difficult because I change my mind from one day 
to the next. However, it is the 11th of January that I am writing this and as a huge 
Bowie fan, on this of all days I could not choose anything other than one of his 
albums. But which one? So many to choose from but one of my favourites is Lodger 
from 1979 so I’ll go with that. Right from Fantastic Voyage through Yassassin to 
Repetition and Red Money it is sheer brilliance. 

Books? Again, so difficult. One I’ve read many times is ‘A Man’ by Oriana Fallaci. 
A novel about her relationship with Greek politician, Alexandros Panagoulis, and at 
just under 500 pages is of sufficient length for a desert island stay. 

My one luxury would have to be my dog, if she can be considered a luxury. 

Alex Greene
I’ve always wondered how I’d respond to the Desert Island Discs question. You bring 
one book, one recording, and one luxury item. What would I take?

Book: There are so many to choose from. But I’ll settle for a Tarot deck. The Tarot 
tells a tale of spiritual self-development from innocence (The Fool) to lord of all you 
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survey (King of Pentacles).

Recording: Presumably you’d need something to play it on, and a power source. 
Who does vinyl? I’ll take Jean-Michel Jarre’s album, Chronologie.

Luxury:What would come with me? Notebook and pencil? Chess set? I’d take an 
ocarina. Something to play to wile away the nights. I could even learn to play it 
well, before I get bored and send for my people to bring me home.

Dave Middleton
This is far more difficult than I had imagined. Whilst I feel I should pick Marx’s 
Selected Works the reality is that I would go for George Eliot’s Middlemarch 
which I consider to be the best novel of all time, for the brilliance of its prose, 
it’s fantastic characterisation and it’s themes of progress and stilted ambition.   
The recording is no easier. Do I go for something by Charlie Parker, Miles Davis 
or perhaps Bruce Springsteen, or the first album I bought The Temptations 
All Directions or the best jazz-funk album ever Kool & the Gang’s Wild and 
Peaceful? In fact I would go for the inspirational, socialist agitprop, RnB of The 
Redskins Neither Washington nor Moscow to keep my spirits high until the 
revolution rescues me. 

As for a luxury, I don’t really do luxury but a pen and a notebook so I could 
Robinson Crusoe-like record my thoughts would suffice.
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Compiled by Susie Granic

A suicide bomber killed at 
least 5 in Afghanistan

A suicide bomber killed at least five people outside the Afghan foreign 
ministry on Wednesday, according to local police, and a nearby hospital 
said more than 40 people were wounded. Kabul police spokesperson 
Khalid Zadran said the official confirmed death toll was five, although 
Ustad Fareedun, an official at the Taliban-run information ministry, 
said 20 people were killed. He said the bomber had planned to enter 
the foreign ministry but failed. A photo of the area, confirmed by 
official sources, showed at least nine dead or wounded lying outside 
the ministry.

Climate protesters cleared from 
abandoned village in Germany.

Hundreds of police began clearing climate protesters out of an 
abandoned village in Germany on Wednesday in a showdown over the 
expansion of an opencast lignite mine that has highlighted tensions 
around the country’s climate policy during an energy crisis. In the 
village of Lützerath, in the western state of North Rhine-Westphalia, 
the protesters formed human chains, made a makeshift barricade out of 
old containers and chanted, “We are here, we are loud, because you are 
stealing our future”, as police in helmets moved in. Some threw rocks, 
bottles and pyrotechnics. Police also reported protesters were lobbing 
petrol bombs. The project has underscored Germany’s dilemma over 
climate policy, which environmentalists say has taken a back seat during 
the energy crisis that has hit Europe after Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, 
forcing a return to dirtier fuels.
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Benin’s main opposition party have 
won seats for first time in 4 years

Benin’s main opposition party, Les Democrates, have won seats in parliament for 
the first time in four years, but are rejecting the results. In a press conference early 
on Thursday morning, Les Democrates party leader Eric Houndete denounced 
"flagrant" ballot box stuffing, rigging and vote buying by the two pro-government 
parties, but did not provide immediate evidence. The two parties already in power 
- the Union Progressiste le Renouveau and the Bloc Republicain - came first and 
second with 37.56% and 29.17% of the vote respectively, the provisional results 
showed. The two parties together won 81 seats in the 109-member parliament 
with opposition Les Democrates gaining 28 seats, according to preliminary results.

Number of patients in hospital with 
Covid rose to 9390 last week.

The Covid pandemic is far from over, and NHS chiefs are pleading with the public 
to get their flu vaccines, as the latest data shows there were 5,500 patients in hospital 
with flu last week and more than 9,000 patients with Covid. The resurgence of flu 
this winter has meant the NHS has seen a continued rise in flu inpatients, which 
have soared in number to their highest this winter, with 5,500 people in hospital 
with the flu virus last week. The number of patients with Covid-19 in hospital also 
rose to an average of 9,390 patients last week, up by almost 1,200 on the week 
before.

Over 2 dozen MPs have been paid for second jobs 
through personal service companies they have set up
Two dozen MPs, including Lib Dem leader Sir Ed Davey, have, since 2016, been 
paid for second jobs through personal service companies they have set up, a Sky 
News investigation has found. This means these MPs can exploit the fact that tax 
rates on companies differ from those on employment, enabling them to reduce 
their tax bills on second jobs. While this practice is legal it is hard to see how it is 
ethical.



January 15th 2023

12

W
O

R
K

ER
S 

U
N

IT
ED

W
O

R
K

ER
S 

U
N

IT
ED

Compiled by Teodora Hansen

RMT calls out government
The RMT is calling out the Government for ‘blocking’ a possible resolution 
of the rail dispute ahead of strikes starting 3rd January. 40,000 workers on 
Network Rail and 14 train operating companies took action on 3,4,6 and 
7 January, shutting down most rail services across the country. Despite 
the union’s best efforts over the Christmas period, rail employers have not 
arranged any formal negotiations with RMT to resolve the dispute. Mick 
Lynch, the RMT General Secretary, said: “The Government is blocking the 
union’s attempts to reach a negotiated settlement with the rail employers.”

Government should stop ‘play-acting’
The RMT has exposed the Government’s control of the rail dispute and 
has called on the Transport Secretary to make a deal. Far from being a 
‘facilitator’ of negotiations, it is the Government that is in complete control 
of the dispute and can put an end to passengers’ misery by unblocking the 
negotiations, the RMT says. The RMT General Secretary, Mick Lynch 
said: “I want to see the Government stop play-acting because the truth, 
written in black and white in their rail contracts, is that they’ve been in 
complete control of this dispute from day one. The Minister cannot hide 
behind this fairy story that he is just a facilitator. His Government can end 
this dispute today by taking out the conditions they put in to torpedo a 
resolution and let the companies make a deal.”

Anti-strike bill an attack on human rights
Responding to the anti-strike bill being introduced to Parliament today, the 
RMT General Secretary, Mick Lynch, said: “This is an attack on human 
rights and civil liberties which we will oppose in the courts, Parliament 

https://www.rmt.org.uk/news/rmt-calls-out-government/
https://www.rmt.org.uk/news/rmt-exposes-governments-control-of-rail-dispute/
https://www.rmt.org.uk/news/rmt-response-to-the-anti-strike-bill/
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and the workplace. One of the most important things in any democratic society is to 
have free trade unions. This law could make effective strike action illegal, and workers 
may be sacked for exercising their right to withdraw their labour. The only reason 
this draconian legislation is being introduced is because the Government has lost the 
argument and wants to punish workers for having the temerity to demand decent pay 
and working conditions.”

Bring Caledonian Sleeper into public ownership
The RMT has called on the Scottish Government to take the Caledonian Sleeper 
into public ownership. RMT general secretary, Mick Lynch, said: “The Caledonian 
Sleeper is a vital part of the travel infrastructure between England and Scotland. It 
must be taken into public ownership so a first class service can be provided which 
will encourage the travelling public to use rail for overnight journeys. The system of 
contracting out is corrupt, with public money used as a means to ensure profits and 
shareholder dividends. The Scottish government must do the right thing and bring 
the Caledonian Sleeper into public ownership as soon as possible.”

Public and Commercial Service Union one-day strike
The PCS national executive committee has agreed to call a one-day strike on 1st 
February of all members in areas of employment where the turnout passed the 50% 
threshold required by law for action in their ballot last year. The strike on 1st February 
will be the largest civil service strike for years and signals a significant escalation of 
industrial action after a month of strikes over pay, pensions, redundancy terms and 
job security. It coincides with the TUC’s ‘protect the right to strike’ day announced 
yesterday. The action will be coordinated with other unions taking action, as well as 
the launch by the TUC of a campaign over pay and jobs, which will include events 
in several UK cities. Industrial action is a last resort, said the union. “But so far, the 
Government has refused to discuss our demands. 100,000 PCS members on strike on 
1st February will increase the pressure on the Government”.

RCN questions independence of Pay Review Body
Health unions have announced that they will not submit joint evidence to the NHS 
Pay Review Body (PRB) while current pay disputes remain unresolved. The RCN, 

https://www.rmt.org.uk/news/rmt-calls-on-holyrood-to-come-clean-over-future-of-caledonian/
https://www.pcs.org.uk/news-events/news/one-day-all-member-strike-action-called
https://www.rcn.org.uk/news-and-events/news/uk-nhs-pay-review-body-joint-unions-statement-110123
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along with 13 other unions, together representing more than one million members of 
nursing staff, ambulance staff, porters and other NHS employees, have instead called 
for direct pay talks with ministers. Unions believe the lengthy pay review body process 
is currently not fit for purpose. The RCN and other unions have also questioned its 
independence. In a letter to the PRB, the RCN asked a series of tough questions and 
is considering the response before taking a final decision about whether to participate 
individually in the pay review for this financial year. While the joint union submission 
to the PRB will not happen, individual unions may still submit evidence to the process 
for the 2023/24 pay year. However, RCN are primarily seeking urgent and direct 
negotiations with Government.

Universities to be hit with 18 days 
of strike action before April

UCU (University and College Union) has announced that more than 70,000 staff at 
150 universities across the UK will strike for 18 days between February and March in 
disputes over pay, conditions and attacks on pensions. The precise dates of the action 
will be confirmed next week. The decision was taken by the union’s higher education 
committee (HEC). The committee also agreed to re-ballot staff at all 150 universities 
to renew UCU’s mandate and allow the union to call action well into 2023, including 
a marking and assessment boycott from April, unless the disputes are settled. UCU 
says ‘the clock is ticking’ for university bosses to avoid widespread disruption this 
year. The union is demanding a meaningful pay rise to deal with the cost-of-living 
crisis as well as action to end the use of insecure contracts. UCU general secretary Jo 
Grady said: “Today our union came together to back an unprecedented programme 
of escalating strike action. The clock is now ticking for the sector to produce a deal or 
be hit with widespread disruption.”

CWU announces new strike ballot
The CWU has announced another strike ballot. Ballot papers will be dispatched to 
members on Monday 23rd January and the result will be declared on Thursday 16th 
February. A briefing was called to update everybody on the latest developments and 
set out and discuss the strategy for the period ahead where General secretary Dave 

https://www.ucu.org.uk/article/12680/Universities-to-be-hit-with-18-days-of-strike-action-before-April
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Ward thanked everyone for their remarkable collective strength and unity on the 
picket lines and in the workplaces, but said the CWU and Royal Mail were “nowhere 
near” reaching the comprehensive national agreement which would resolve the 
dispute completely. He said there are still some unacceptable proposals on the table 
from the company – particularly the intention to recruit new staff on lower pay, to 
move towards an ‘owner-driver’ model and to outsource some key operations – but 
the union’s leadership would keep a strong focus on these talks and on pressing the 
business towards solutions. “We’ve got to win the re-ballot and return another massive 
YES – and to achieve another huge turnout,” Dave said, adding: “Let’s show that 
battle-hardened strength that goes right across the UK.”

NASUWT Ballot results in industrial action
As at the close of the ballots on 9 January 2023, 9 out of 10 members voting supported 
strike action over teachers’ pay. 95% of members voting also supported action short of 
strike action to secure a Better Deal on pay for teachers. Turnout across the ballots in 
England and Wales averaged 42%. Mandates for industrial action were secured in 172 
independent schools in England and 12 independent schools in Wales. NASUWT 
General Secretary Dr Patrick Roach said: “It is clear that our members are sending 
a strong message to the Government on the need to address teachers’ pay concerns. 
Whilst the Government’s anti-trade union legislation prevents members in state-funded 
schools and colleges from taking industrial action, we remain in formal disputes with 
Ministers and employers and will be continuing to take forward our campaigning for 
a Better Deal for Teachers. The readiness of our members to support industrial action 
demonstrates the anger of the profession and the need for Governments in England 
and Wales to engage in meaningful negotiations to address the deep concerns of our 
members.” 

Got a strike or ballot we have missed then 
let Teodora know by writing to: 

workers_united@creatingsocialism.org

https://www.nasuwt.org.uk/article-listing/nasuwt-ballot-results-on-industrial-action.html
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Lula Defeats Coup 
Attempt in Brazil

THE attempted coup against the government of 
President Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva, ‘Lula’, in Brazil has 
failed. Federal forces have dispersed the pro-Bolsonaro 

insurgents who were camped outside army barracks and 
begun clearing highways that were blockaded by truck drivers 
sympathetic to Bolsonaro.
Ever since  Lula won the election, the camps and the protests have 
continued with the aim of causing so much disruption that the army 
would intervene to overthrow Lula and either reinstall Bolsonaro or set 
up a military junta as happened from 1964 to 1985. On Sunday they 
rioted on the streets, occupied key government buildings and proceeded 
to trash them in a move reminiscent of the assault on the Capitol by 

https://creatingsocialism.org/lula-defeats-coup-attempt-in-brazil/
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Trump supporters two years ago.

The parallels with Trump’s last days may explain why Biden has condemned the 
violence as an assault on democracy. In 1964 the USA helped organise the military 
takeover in Brazil. This did not happen this time and the army stayed in their barracks, 
only emerging to support the government in restoring order. A state of emergency has 
been declared in the capital and there have been hundreds of arrests.

For weeks the plotters were organising on social media to bring tens of thousands 
of protesters into the capital. The authorities knew they were coming but made no 
preparations. Supreme Court Justice Alexandre de Moraes ordered the governor of 
Brasilia to be suspended from office late on Sunday for 90 days over alleged security 
failings, such as providing the protesters with a police escort into the city and a two-
hour delay in mobilising riot police.

And what of Bolsonaro? He has been inciting his supporters to rebel. He refused to 
take part in the handover of power at Lula’s inauguration and left the country two 
days before, using his presidential visa to go to Florida. Now he is no longer president, 
the real test of the USA’s commitment to democracy will be whether Biden sends him 
back to Brazil to face justice over criminal investigations into his conduct as president.

There have been comparisons with another South American country where democracy 
is under attack. We reported that Peru’s left-wing president, Pedro Castillo, had been 
removed from office and detained on charges of rebellion in December last year. His 
supporters have been campaigning against the coup to no avail and without a word 
of support from Biden. On the contrary, and with no trace of irony, US Secretary of 
State Antony Blinkenurged called on the new president, Dina Boluarte, to make “the 
necessary reforms” with the ultimate goal of safeguarding the country’s democracy!

There is a lesson for Lula in Castillo’s fate. He tried to compromise with the establishment 
in Peru, which only weakened his base and emboldened his enemies. Lula will be 
under intense pressure to moderate his policies as the price of continuing US support 
and the army staying neutral. Will he mobilise his own support amongst the poor and 
dispossessed or will he fritter it away until the USA feels the time is right to oust him?
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Mick Lynch: unions 
cannot fight the  anti-

strike laws alone

IT IS time for Sir Keir to stop 
sitting on the fence and for 
the  entire working class to 

mobilise against the latest round 
of anti-union laws, says Mick 
Lynch in a hard-hitting interview 
with Tribune magazine.
The proposed new laws are not only 
a serious threat to working people’s 
right to strike but, according to Lynch, 
would hit at the very heart of British 
democracy. Winning this campaign 
cannot be left to the unions alone, 
it  needs the whole working class. 

“It needs the churches, the mosques, 
the gurdwaras, it needs all the religious 
groups. It needs civil society and all 
the other campaigning groups, from 
environmentalists to human rights Groups.” 

The Tories’ proposal that certain so-called ‘key workers’ can be forced to go into 
work, Lynch described as “conscription… It means that striking will probably 
become ineffective in many cases, and that the worker as an individual has no right 
to strike.”

Many people do not realise that, in the UK, there is no legal right to strike. What 
we have is a bitterly fought concession dating from 1913 which exempts unions 

https://creatingsocialism.org/labour-nhs/
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from legal proceedings for losses to businesses or individuals if they take strike action.

Lynch points out that under the proposals they plan to make unions responsible 

for damages caused by strikes and that they can extend that to individual workers. 

He explained that, at present, “The lawful ballot gives you the right to breach your 

contract of employment in line with the terms of the strike. It’s a huge attack on our 

rights in the workplace.” This is a fundamental attack on the right of workers to strike, 

and Lynch is surely correct when he says, “Employers will be laughing at us”.

He ended the interview with a stark warning: “If we can’t resist this, I fear for our 

rights in all of these areas. I fear for our future as a working class, but also as citizens 

of society. We will live in a society where freedoms and rights are severely restricted.”

It is of course possible that Mick Lynch will feel heartened by Sir Keir Starmer’s 

commitment to repealing this legislation, though his track record of reneging on the 

key pledges he made before being elected as leader does not bode well. Neither does his 

lack of support for those striking for better pay and conditions. Indeed, he considers it 

unseemly for members of his front bench to be seen alongside striking workers.

Whilst it is hard to disagree with Lynch that we need a mass mobilisation, it is not clear 

from his interview what form he thinks this should take. A mass march may leave us 

feeling good but will it halt the Tories? A mass strike might make them stop and think, 

but is that realistically what Mick Lynch is calling for? In fact, grassroots activists, 

embedded within their communities and workplaces, are best placed to take on the 

government.  Maybe it is here that the resistance should start. The consequences for 

everyone of just leaving it to somebody else to act are too serious. What is that famous 

quote? “First they came for the trade unionists…”
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Tory MP suspended for 
comparing Covid-19 

vaccines to the Holocaust

Andrew Bridgen, Conservative MP for North West 
Leicestershire, has been suspended from the Party for 
comparing Covid-19 vaccines to the Holocaust.

Bridgen had tweeted a link to an article about the vaccines on a website which 
has published conspiracy theories and commented:  “As one consultant 
cardiologist said to me, this is the biggest crime against humanity since the 
Holocaust.”

Karen Pollock, head of the Holocaust Educational Trust, said the comparison 
between the vaccines and Holocaust was “highly irresponsible and wholly 
inappropriate”.  Former Labour MP and peer Lord Mann, who advises 
the government on antisemitism, said Mr Bridgen should be barred from 
standing for the Tories at the next election. “He cannot claim that he didn’t 
realise the level of offence that his remarks cause,” he added.

https://creatingsocialism.org/china-save/
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58-year-old Bridgen, who will now sit as an Independent until the investigation into his 

behaviour is completed, later apologised but argued that his point was valid, saying “The 

use of the Holocaust as a reference was insensitive, for which I apologise.” He deleted 

the offending tweet but did go on to say: “However, this must not be used to distract 

from valid concerns related to the vaccine”. And added “The article I tweeted presents 

the work of a Jewish Israeli researcher.”

Confirming Bridgen’s suspension yesterday, Conservative chief whip Simon Hart said 

the MP had “crossed a line”and caused “great offence”. “As a nation, we should be very 

proud of what has been achieved through the vaccine programme,” Hart said. “The 

vaccine is the best defence against Covid that we have.”

“Misinformation about the vaccine causes harm and costs lives. I am, therefore, 

removing the whip from Andrew Bridgen with immediate effect, pending a formal 

investigation,” he added..

Prime Minister Rishi Sunak echoed this sentiment, saying Bridgen’s comment 

was  “utterly unacceptable”  and that he (Sunak) is  “determined that the scourge of 

antisemitism is eradicated”.

Bridgen has been critical of policies like lockdown and vaccine passports although 

he did praise the development of Covid vaccines. However, late last year he began to 

make increasingly baseless claims one of which was that vaccines were killing many 

people and that the damage was being covered up. He began by highlighting some 

real, though rare, instances of genuine vaccine injury and misinterpreting real data 

to suggest these cases were more common than the research would suggest, but his 

rhetoric has increased in recent weeks.

Before this suspension, Bridgen was already under scrutiny for breaching parliamentary 

rules on paid lobbying and declaring financial interests. He had been suspended from 

the House of Commons for five days for those breaches.



January 15th 2023

22

T
H

E 
N

EW
S 

T
EA

M
T

H
E 

N
EW

S 
T

EA
M

SHADOW DWP Secretary Jonathan Ashworth has 
outlined his plans for reform of the Department of 
Work and Pensions. His main priority appears to be 

to ‘encourage’ the long term sick and disabled back into 
employment.   As The Canary notes, “This narrative – that 
too many people are not working due to sickness, disability 
or old age – is exactly the same one that the Tory government 
is using.” 

In his speech to the Centre for Social Justice, Ashworth claims, “Being 

out of work is bad for health and the longer someone is out of work for 

reasons of sickness, the more difficult it becomes for them to return to 

a job.”

The claim that ‘being out of work is bad for health’ appears to be based 

on a  Government briefing paper  from 2011. The ‘conclusion’ that 

being out of work is bad for health was based on a question about how 

individuals’ health had changed between two interviews six months 

apart.

In 1844 Karl Marx wrote that for most workers their labour appeared 

as something alien to them, as an external being controlling them. As 

Read Online

https://www.thecanary.co/uk/analysis/2023/01/11/labours-dwp-plans-are-little-more-than-perverse-tory-esque-policies/
https://labour.org.uk/press/jonathan-ashworth-speech-at-the-centre-for-social-justice/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/197654/774summ.pdf
https://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1844/manuscripts/labour.htm
https://creatingsocialism.org/labour-work/
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he noted, “As soon as no physical or other compulsion exists, labour is shunned 

like the plague.” 

Obviously nobody would expect a member of the Labour Party, particularly on 

the front bench, to have the slightest clue about Marx or what it feels like to do a 

job with absolutely no meaning. But the idea that forcing people into low-paid, 

boring work is good for their health has been promoted since the time of New 

Labour, although inspired by Thatcher.

This emphasis on reducing the bill for benefits by having people look for work 

that does not exist is an old rhetorical trick. In his speech Ashworth makes the 

connection in the following way: “Today over a million people are out of work 

despite wanting a job. Yet employers are struggling to fill over a million vacancies.”

What he fails to say is whether those million vacancies are in the same areas as 

those seeking work, whether they match their skills, or how much they might pay. 

The promise here is of a low pay economy where people can move seamlessly from 

benefits to work and “with the help of employment support will be able to return 

to the benefits they were on without the need for another lengthy assessment 

process”.

Tony Blair  said in 2002, “Government has a responsibility to provide real 

opportunities for individuals… But individuals also have a responsibility to grasp 

those opportunities.” What he meant was that whatever opportunities we provide 

for you should be met with your gratitude. But if you aren’t grateful enough  for 

the carrots we toss your way, we have a big stick instead.

We agree with our friends at The Canary: “A Labour government with an agenda 

of wanting more chronically ill, sick and disabled people in work – when the 

Tories have already wrung that sponge dry, leaving thousands dead – is perverse 

in the extreme.”

https://www.theguardian.com/society/2002/jun/10/socialexclusion.politics1
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If only a group of left-wingers could get control of the Labour 
Party we would be able to restore it to its socialist traditions 
and the working classes would vote for it en-mass. There 

cannot be many left-leaning current or ex-Labour members 
who have not harboured that thought. Indeed, for those who 
joined the party between 2016 and 2019 it is almost an article 
of faith that the party was hijacked by a bunch of right-wingers 
who have dragged it away from its roots. That being the case, 
we really should ask the question: how did they manage to wrest 
control so easily from a membership that was, at the time, almost 
entirely on the other wing of the party?
The answer to what happened lies deep in the origins of the Labour 
Party and the circumstances of its emergence from a small group of trade 
unionists to the UK’s biggest political party.

It is impossible to disentangle the emergence of the Labour Party from 
the growth of the trade union movement. It was essentially the trade 
unions’ desire to turn their economic power into political power that 
gave the impetus for the formation of the Labour Party. But, as always, 
when we talk of trade unions in this respect we should beware of the 

https://creatingsocialism.org/socialists-election/
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temptation to regard trade unions as a homogeneous mass. Then (the end of the 
nineteenth century), as now, there were a variety of opinions represented in the trade 
unions and, whilst there were certainly socialists involved in the unions, the leaders, 
on the whole, were more moderate in their demands. It was these men, and in the 
latter part of the nineteenth century it was almost exclusively men who led the union 
movement, who came together to form a political party that would give voice to their 
demands within parliament.

Early Days
Most history books will tell you that the British Labour Party was formed in 1900 as 
the Labour Representation Committee (LRC), but its origins precede its founding by 
at least twenty or thirty years. Until the turn of the century trade unions had been 
reasonably content to work alongside the Liberal Party, which, until 1914, was the 
second biggest party in the UK, who were broadly sympathetic to the aims of the 
union officials. Though it might also be noted that the Liberals at the time were a 
party that included landowners and manufacturers, some of whom eyed the nascent 
socialist movement with deep suspicion. 

At the same time across Europe a wave of revolutionary socialist parties had sprung 
up from around 1848 onwards, many of them, such as Germany’s SPD, avowedly 
Marxist in their aims. In Britain, the cradle of capitalism, Marxism never had the same 
hold and it was utopian socialism that was more popular with British intellectuals, 
particularly that espoused by Robert Owen and exemplified by his New Lanark model 
village. Whilst continental socialists debated the virtues of reform versus revolution 
the British socialist movement was almost entirely fixated on parliament. In an 
extraordinarily British conceit, early British socialists really believed that Britain would 
have a peaceful transition to a better society because that was the way the British did 
things. This is just an early example of the British exceptionalism that has been part of 
the British socialist movement pretty much from its foundation.

In the 1880s the trade unions were led by moderate men who were not particularly 
enthused by socialism. The Democratic Foundation, the forerunner of the Labour 
Party, included ex-Tories, Liberals and other social reformers. Whilst the presence of 
H M Hyndman is often seen as evidence of its Marxist leanings, the fact is Hyndman 
had previously attempted to get elected as a Conservative. Were it not for his alliance 
with Karl Marx, from whom he sought advice, he would make the perfect recruit for 
today’s Labour Party. 
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Democratic Foundation
What made the Democratic Foundation of interest to socialists was that, unlike the 
Liberal Party, they had a genuine interest in the working class. Despite this, the first 
three working men elected to parliament all did so as members of the Liberal Party.

The Democratic Foundation was, in fact, a tiny sect, but by the time it had transformed 
into the Social Democratic Foundation (SDF), it boasted 10,000 members throughout 
the UK. Whilst it was influenced by Marxism, it was not avowedly Marxist.

By the time the Labour Party emerged, it was as an amalgam of trade unions, liberals 
and socialists. It is not clear that even at its outset the Labour Party had anything 
but a passing interest in socialism and virtually no interest in Marxism at all. The 
lack of an interest in Marxism may, to modern eyes, seem unremarkable. But by the 
end of the 19th century Marxism was the dominant intellectual position of those 
calling themselves socialists. The Labour Party which emerged in 1900 was strictly a 
reformist party and, whilst it paid lip service to socialism, was never committed to a 
transformation of society and its demands were simply that the voice of the working 
man (sic.) should be represented in parliament.

Labour Ambition
What is remarkable is that, from its beginnings, Labour had so little ambition 
compared to other parties around Europe. All it wanted was political power, which 
it saw as winning seats in parliament. Despite this timidity the Labour Party rapidly 
supplanted the Liberal Party as the second party in the UK. Admittedly some of this 
was a consequence of the Liberals getting themselves in a twist over World War One, 
but it is not as if Labour took a particularly principled position either, playing the 
jingoistic card with relish and establishing a pro-war, pro-imperialist stance that exists 
through to this day.

At the same time, mainly as a consequence of its union connections, Labour became a 
party which was seen for most of the twentieth century as a party of the working class 
and, by extension, of socialism. As Tony Benn has noted, Labour was never a Marxist 
party, despite containing Marxists, but what he never acknowledged was that it was 
never a socialist party despite having socialists within it. When we talk of returning 
Labour to its roots this is well worth remembering.

Labour’s roots are certainly in the trade union movement, and only by extension to 
this, in the working classes. The unions were already, by 1900, dominated by a layer 



January 15th 2023

27

of bureaucrats who saw, at least, part of their role as containing any revolutionary 
leanings in their members. It should also be noted that, bar a few notable exceptions, 
very few actual workers made it to the hallowed halls of the Palace of Westminster 
following the likes of ex-miner Keir Hardie. 

The founders of the TGWU outside Leamington Town Hall. (Image from The Record, October 1921, page 18; Transport 

and General Workers’ Union Archive, Modern Records Centre, University of Warwick (item 1086/9/1))

Labour’s roots in the working class were electoral and strategic. Labour never sincerely 
believed in the self-emancipation of the working class, but only in alleviating the 
worst of their conditions. They may have been for the working class but they were 
only tangentially of the working class. Their roots are very much in the trade union 
bureaucracy and in parliamentary reformism. This is not to say that it did not attract 
socialists, though in the early part of the 20th century genuine radical socialists were 
likely to join one of the many socialist sects that existed or, particularly after 1917, the 
Communist Party. 

Labour Success
Despite this (or perhaps because of it) we should not underestimate the success of 
the Labour Party. In 1900 it never existed, by 1923 it was the governing party. But 
being the governing party has always been a mixed blessing. The problem is that in 
order to get elected it means showing that you are a responsible party of government. 
Responsibility inevitably means abandoning your left wing and appealing to what 
is, in effect, a mythical centre. As Ralph Miliband notes, it was the General Election 
in 1922 that saw Labour outperform the Liberals for the first time. Their manifesto 
made it clear that they were against class war, arguing rather for ‘common sense’. Of 
more significance perhaps is Miliband’s observation that the new intake of Labour 
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MPs “included a sizeable number who were neither trade unionists nor of the working 
classes and who lent Labour a new kind of respectability”.

Responsibility and a kind of efficient managerialism are not something that Starmer 
has introduced to the Labour Party; they were there from the start. A big test for 
Labour came in 1926 when workers throughout the UK downed tools and joined 
the TUC’s call for a General Strike. Ramsey MacDonald, then Labour leader, saw his 
role not to bring down the state but to find an accommodation with the employers 
which would end the strike. In the event, the leaders of both the TUC and the Labour 
Party allowed the strike to end in a devastating defeat. In truth both were happy with 
an outcome which saw industrial strife weakened as a result. For Labour a victory 
for a grassroots movement led in the main by members of the Communist Party was 
unthinkable.

Time and time again the Labour Party, when faced with a choice between even mild 
social democracy and support for capital, chose capital. The exception according 
to popular myth was 1945. Simon Hannah suggests this popular myth should be 
approached with caution:

“It would be wrong to portray Atlee’s government as simply a victory over the capitalists. 
The economic and social changes were not Labour’s alone; they enjoyed broad support 
across the establishment.”

Simon Hannah, A Party With Socialists In It, p.79

As Hannah points out, the Welfare State implemented in 1945 was designed by a 
Liberal, the education reforms by a Conservative, the nationalisation programme 
was introduced during the war as a national emergency and even the NHS was an 
accommodation with the private practices of the medical profession. This is not to say 
that these measures were not important, or worth defending, but they were nothing 
to do with the socialism many people ascribe to them and everything to do with the 
compromise politics which were by this point ingrained within the DNA of the party. 
In 1945 it would have been irresponsible not to implement the proposals which the 
Labour Party, to a large degree, simply inherited.

Labour Myth-Making
Myth-making plays an important role in politics. The point about myths is that they 
very often appear to be common sense. So, the myth that Labour was once a socialist 
party betrayed by its right wing has not only persisted on the left of the party but has 
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been amplified at every possibility. Political myths are, by their nature, exaggerated 
claims of some reality and are created as much to sustain their followers as anything 
else. 

For an idealistic young person determined to challenge an unjust world and looking 
to the Labour Party to do so, the myth that it was once a socialist party with its roots 
deep inside a radical working class movement is appealing precisely because it gives the 
endless round of meetings and internal elections purpose. We are, so the myth goes, 
working this hard getting nowhere because we are on a mission to reclaim the party.

 

The success of Corbyn made the myth seem like a reality. It was possible, so it seemed, 
to win the party for socialism. But, but, but. There is always a but. The problem was 
at the moment of the left’s greatest triumph, unbeknown to the thousands of new 
members, the party was doing what it had done since its earliest days. That is working 
to ensure nothing even close to socialism would take hold and that the establishment 
would have nothing to fear. Labour’s right were, unlike the left, embedded in its 
heart and it did not take them long to ensure that Labour would return to its roots. 
Socialism was never on the agenda. Better to let the worst government in living memory 
win whilst the party establishment restored the party to its position as establishment 
second eleven in waiting. The evidence is there in the Forde Report, Labour Files and 
the disgusting treatment of a former leader.

So, to the question ‘Whatever happened to the Labour Party?’ the only viable answer 
is: nothing. It is still the same pro-establishment, anti-socialist party it has always 
been. The change is in the Parliamentary Labour Party. Where once Labour MPs were 
full time union officials with an intrinsic link to the working class they represented, 
later intakes have been drawn from a professional, university educated cadre of career 
politicians who talk about the working class in purely rhetorical terms whilst acting 
solely in the interests of the growing middle class from whence they are drawn.
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Lynne Edwards interviews 
Kevin Pascoe – A Socialist 

Perspective

Kevin Pascoe  came  from a  coal  mining  community 
in the Welsh valleys. He is a retired Trade Union 
and  Employment  Engagement  Manager  with the  Open 

University, who trained as a tool maker in his youth. 
Kevin was lucky to have a former employer sponsor him on  part-time study 
programmes through to his Masters. He worked  in  further  education for  over 
a decade,  then eventually got his dream job with the Open University, helping 
mature students  already in the world of work  to access university  education. 
Kevin is pro-Welsh independence and stood for the Senedd (Welsh Parliament) as 

https://creatingsocialism.org/beloved-meadow/
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a  Welsh  Labour  candidate.  He is  Chair of  his local Labour branch and is 
Political Education Officer for the Constituency Labour Party (CLP).

A working-class existence of heavy, dangerous work, early death and very few 
opportunities typified many  pit  villages  of the  past, and Kevin’s background was 
no exception. He  feels his  socialism came from his parents. “We lived in a  close-
knit coal mining village in the Welsh valleys. Everybody was very left wing. If I’m 
perfectly honest, you were considered an outsider if you had any other views. I lost 
my father who was a miner when I was 16, and he was only 53 years old. My mother 
lost her mother in her early teenage years.  I think there’s a trend here,  because 
my  dad  lost his  own  father as a youngster. Therefore, although a very intelligent 
man, my father had to start work as a miner from the age of just 14.”

“I was fortunate because we lived in a council house, so when father died we still had a 
home. We had the benefit of extended family living close by and my mother received the 
widows’ pension, but I knew I had to start work soon, as there still wasn’t enough 
money coming in. There was very little choice about where you worked, you either 
went into the steel works, the mines or the local council. That’s just the way life was in 
the South Wales valleys in the 60s and 70s. If things were different I might have had 
other opportunities. But at 16 I started work as an apprentice toolmaker and joined 
what was then the old Amalgamated Engineering Union Workers (AEUW). In those 
days you literally became part of the Labour Party by default as soon as you joined a 
union.”

Kevin hasn’t always  believed  in  the Labour  Party:  “I lost all  interest in  left 
wing politics for years after Blair  and Iraq, until Jeremy Corbyn  relit 
the  fuse. I remember going to a rally in 2015.  I was really shocked.  It was 
all ordinary people, they weren’t  what you’d consider ‘political’  people  at 
all. They were people in wheelchairs,  with  their  children,  their  pets,  and  so 
many enthusiastic young people too. I felt it… being given hope again, the first time 
in such a long time. So, I supported Jeremy through his leadership campaign, went 
out and canvassed, did whatever I could to support him. But, after the defeat of the 
2019 election, which we should have won, I went through what you might call a 
period of bereavement.”

Not  impressed by any of the  new  leadership contenders after Jeremy 
Corbyn, Kevin felt Keir Starmer only gained  power  by misleading people.  In 
fact  he  sees  Westminster  as  a  corrupt  place,  with  very little relevance, especially 
for  the people of  Wales.  Although not constitutionally speaking  a separate 
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party  from  Starmer’s  Labour, Kevin prefers to view Welsh Labour as a separate 
entity: “We have a genuinely socialist First Minister in Mark Drakeford and many 
good socialists within the Welsh Labour Party. Mark is my prime motivator and 
has remarkably similar values to myself and Jeremy. He is very pragmatic, but one 
advantage he has over Jeremy Corbyn, I suppose, is he’s not under the microscope 
of the London media. Mark is able to come up with some very radical policies and 
present them as common sense”. A latter convert to Welsh independence, Kevin finds 
there is no conflict between his socialist beliefs, his membership of the Welsh Labour 
Party and his support for Welsh independence.

A genuine socialist Prime Minister in Mark Drakeford 

      

Nevertheless, Kevin has genuine concerns about the quality of left-wing political 
candidates in  the UK  as a whole.  “We have millionaire parliamentarians who 
have no real world experience. Okay, that was always the case with the Tory party, 
but in the post Blair years it’s now just as bad in the Labour Party. All parties are 
dominated  by  Oxbridge  educated professionals, lawyers, journalists, those from 
financial services backgrounds and political researchers, straight out of doing their 
PPE degrees. None of them have experienced real crises and they don’t talk to or 
understand ordinary people.” Kevin also despairs at the lack of truthful, unbiased 
reporting  from the  media and a deliberate dumbing down of TV programmes 
such as ‘I’m a Celebrity’. He feels people are kept ignorant of the manipulation or 
are anaesthetised to it. “It’s difficult because lots of people who are un-politicised 
comment on my Twitter posts as though I’m some kind of outlandish radical, when 
I’m not. You only have to look at the corruption in the money laundering capital of 
the world, the City of London, at the billionaire, ultra-rich, pay-no-taxes, who have 
now shaped an un-sharing, uncaring society, to know it’s wrong.”
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Supporting the RCN picket at the Princess Elizabeth Hospital, Bridgend.

Asked about his views on capitalism, Kevin said it’s something to be constrained. 
“If you take the most liberal interpretation of socialism, it isn’t necessarily about the 
control of the means of production, it can also be about the regulation. I take the view 
on capitalism that it’s inherently dangerous because of human nature and the risks of 
exploitation. Capitalism therefore needs to be highly regulated. I don’t think it has 
a role in the commanding heights of the economy, like energy, like delivering core 
public services. Whereas in other areas of,  let’s say, manufacturing, it does have a 
role but again the need for restraints is critical. We cannot allow the obscene capitalism 
we see today to flourish.

“Socialism represents what I do every day. Basically, it’s about sharing, being helpful 
and compassionate. My  career was about facilitating opportunities for people, 
making positive changes through education. My father questioned everything, saying 
change is always possible. That’s what I say now. You don’t have to accept the hand 
of cards you’re dealt, you can always change your life and the lives of others for the 
better. Political theory isn’t my area of expertise, but my version of socialism is a 
practical version of politics. Some would disagree with me, I know. But for me It’s 
about society taking its role seriously and people caring for one another. I’m also 
a Christian, with a small ‘c’ because I’m not a church goer, but my religious and political 
values are almost identical. When I first went to listen to Jeremy Corbyn talk  in 
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2015, he could just as easily have been in church. He spoke so compassionately 
and humanely about social justice, support and protection for all.”

Kevin worries about climate change and the vulnerability of those unable to respond to 

environmental changes quickly enough. He feels a lot of debate is being suppressed with 

regard to Palestine, Yemen, Ukraine and Russia with certain nations not receiving fair 

treatment from the international community. Concerned too about events closer 

to home, Kevin feels that “domestically we are living through a time of even greater 

austerity. Jeremy Hunt talks of trying to balance the books, but it’s utter lunacy. 

This is from the man who, as a health minister, failed to protect the UK from a 

pandemic, thanks to the decisions he took between 2012 and 2018, then has the 

audacity to tell us that we’re the ones who have to suffer the fiscal pain! Again, I keep 

on coming back to practical ‘common sense’ socialism. Vulnerable citizens should 

not suffer for his actions, it’s just not right.” Kevin’s hopes for the future include “the 

hope that we do have a future, that we survive the climate crisis. I also hope from 

a geo-political point of view that we don’t end up destroying the planet through 

war,  as  I’m mindful  of the recent  missile landing in Poland and the Cold War 

implications that incident conjured up. Again I come back to education. People 

need knowledge, they need to understand for themselves what’s actually going on.”

In a nutshell, Kevin’s religious beliefs and the values of community instilled in him 

as a child certainly mirror his left-wing principles. Compassion, community and 

knowledge, commitment and honesty are the main themes that came across during 

our conversation. As a youth, Kevin and many before him had little control over 

their future, their choices and their opportunities. Kevin has tried to change that and 

his life has centred on helping people access education and sharing information to 

create a more equitable society. Whether talking formal education or main stream 

media, if ‘ignorance breeds contempt’, then from Kevin’s perspective knowledge 

and communication breed humility and respect.
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Fed up with mainstream 
radio? Read on

Kier Kirby

A FEW weeks ago I wrote for Critical Mass that I 

had been on a journey through discovering radical 

podcasts. I promised to provide a weekly update. My 

apologies. That never happened. In this short article I will make 

some suggestions for podcasts that anybody on the political left 

should enjoy. I would urge you to listen for yourself.

Citations Needed is a podcast about the intersection of media, PR, and 

power, hosted by Nima Shirazi and Adam Johnson.   Upstream claims 

to be a home for radical ideas and inspiring stories for a just transition 

to a more beautiful and equitable world. Their In-Conversation series 

features bi-monthly interviews with a wide variety of activists, change-

makers and visionaries. Both focus on, among other things, the issue of 

the mainstream media as the root of many problems in Western society 

and they’re probably the most accessible to newcomers on the political 

left (they both regularly have a diverse range of guests, are not theory 

heavy and, other than critiquing capitalism as a whole, do not espouse 

https://citationsneeded.libsyn.com
https://www.upstreampodcast.org
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one particular political tendency over another).

Another notable podcast is SrslyWrong, which is a utopian leftist comedy podcast 

about utopian possibilities, including universal human emancipation, unironic 

attempts at world peace, metamodernism and social ecology. It is also worth a listen 

just for being pure comedy genius and excellent on social ecology (an extremely 

valuable political theory that considers our Earth’s ecology and not just the politics of 

money and war). Then there is Revolutionary Left Radio, whose host, Breht O’Shea, 

shepherded my political evolution and growth from 2017 to today. He not only does 

a stellar job of exploring all of the left political tendencies that exist out there but also 

succeeds in finding unity above all else where factionalism and hyper-sectarianism are 

often the norm on the left. It explores political philosophy, history, science, religion, 

culture, art, and struggle through a socialist lens.  

Finally, for now, to Left/Over, a podcast that is, for UK listeners at least, very relevant 

to our contemporary political issues as well as wonderfully insightful, youthful, ironic, 

scornful, funny and justifiably angry and pissed off at our politics, politicians and the 

MSM as all decent socialist young millennials should be!

Happy listening.

Get the news delivered to your inbox every weekday morning.

Take out a FREE subscription to CreatingSocialism.Org now!

https://creatingsocialism.org/subscribe/

https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&rls=en&q=srsly+wrong+podcast&ie=UTF-8&oe=UTF-8
https://revolutionaryleftradio.libsyn.com
https://podtail.com/en/podcast/left-over-podcast
https://creatingsocialism.org/subscribe/
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FEEDBACK FEEDBACK 
Editor@CreatingSocialism.org

Steve Priestley on Whatever Happened To the Labour Party

What does the Labour Party stand for? With Socialism there are some common themes 

but is it possible that many Labour MPs are only there to fill their pockets and purses? 

How else can one explain that being seduced by the Times to appear glamorous in their 

magazines is what being a Labour MP is all about. Is that helping their constituents? Is 

that furthering the cause of working class people? Or is it just a career like any other?

William Battersby

Probably one of the best things I have read by Dave Middleton.

Vera Baccino

Good journalism.

John Bernard

Excellent analysis that should be required reading for all those still pontificating and 

wailing about what Starmer has done to Labour 

Richard Purdie

Whilst agreeing with the main thrust of Dave’s article with its debunking of the ‘myth’ 

of Labour as a socialist party, allow me to correct a couple of points.

First, the suggestion that at its formation ( the Labour Representation Committee of 

1900 ) Labour ‘paid lip service to socialism’.

It didn’t even do that. The famous Clause IV of its Constitution was only adopted at the 

November 1918 Conference. That was in response to a huge and quasi revolutionary 
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upsurge in class struggle. It was necessary to retain the allegiance of workers enthused 

by the success of the Bolshevik Revolution 12 months earlier, and the motivation 

of the Fabian Sidney Webb who drafted it is illustrated by the wording of the 1922 

Manifesto.

That concluded ‘ AGAINST REVOLUTION ..... Labour’s programme is the best 

bulwark against violent upheaval and class wars.’

Secondly, Dave wrongly states that Tony Benn, who became a standard bearer for the 

Labour left in the Thatcher era, ‘never accepted’ that Labour was not socialist party.

In fact, Benn’s oft-quoted aphorism reads as follows:

‘ The Labour Party has never been a socialist party, although there have always been 

socialists in it - a bit like Christians in the Church of England.’

Nigel Thomas

Good article the Labour Party is keeping us down and we need to stop going easy on 

Labour Party members their either stupid or gas lighting us.

The Labour Party has never seen a war it didn’t like, Atlee government enacted Britain’s 

imperialist aims, Wilson’s support for Nigeria and BP led to blockage of Biafran ports 

and millions of people starved to death? Blair millions of deaths? Who in the Labour 

Party could miss this? Why would you stay?

I did recently read that the idea that Liberals and Labour introduced the NHS was a 

myth it was the communist party that demanded health care.

I see capitalism as having two ways of dealing with workers rebellion, one is Nazis 

and murder, two is new deal where they release some steam while still doing some 

suppression of workers. I think the 1945 government was just the ruling class belatedly 

following Americas new deal policy to avert pissing of millions of trained working 

class soldiers.



January 15th 2023

39

Stu Robson on Lynne Edwards interview with Kevin Pascoe

Great article, nice to read more about Kevin’s background and what shaped his politics 

and beliefs, spot on

Miles Fielding on Time for a mass movement

I do think that it’s time for everyone to think about and act upon the hardship currently 

being felt by people like myself who are struggling to live off their Sate Pension.

We need some action now from the Govt. before more people starve or freeze to death.

Florian Weinhold on Labour: Work is good for you

There is no need for working more than 25 hrs. a week, if there was some degree of 

fairness. Look at Russia and the amount of holidays workers have there.

Our broken school system, where children do not learn what is good for life (yoga, qi 

gong, reiki, meditation, art, healthy cooking & eating, independent thinking, etc. pp)  

but rather have crammed largely useless facts into them to be memorised for exams.

A brainwashed, broken, atomised society, where the mind slaves do not understand 

that they are, in fact, enslaved and divided; where even those cruel, misanthropic, 

pocket-lining politicians are brainwashed by their own ideology.

The bourgeois “democracy” - the rule of the super wealthy - is LETHAL for the 

working people. It cannot be destroyed from within.

Just like the world is moving towards multipolarity (e.g. BRICS countries in opposition 

to the Western Golden Billions), also locally every country needs true multipolarity, 

freedom of information, education, opinion and choice. OSTRACISM and 

transparency to control politicians, taxing the super wealthy and their corporations, 

down with western globalism-imperialism-militarism, 51% of government seats to 

the workers etc. etc. etc.
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CAMPAIGNS
Stop Winter Deaths

On Thursday 19th January, the Office for National Statistics will release its latest 
figures on excess winter deaths.   The Unite National Retired Members Committee 
would like to encourage all members who are able to join the National Pensioners 
Convention and Fuel Poverty Action in London for a “funeral march” to demand an 
end to fuel poverty. 

Date: Thursday 19th January

Time: 11:30am

Meeting point: Meet by George V Statue, Old Palace Yard, Westminster.

This will be a 'funeral march'. Wear black and bring a white flower. Bring placards 
reading ‘Energy For All’, ‘Cold Homes Kill’ and ‘End Winter Deaths’.

Nearest accessible tube station is Westminster, on the Jubilee Line.

Protect the right to strike
Emergency demo to send a clear message to Government 
that we will simply not accept this attack on our fundamental 
and democratic rights to strike as proposed in The Strikes 
(Minimum Service Levels) Bill. 

Date: Monday 16th January 

Time: From 6pm

Opposite 10 Downing Street, Whitehall, SW1A 2AA

https://www.rmt.org.uk/news/events/emergency-demo-protect-the-right-to-strike/

https://www.rmt.org.uk/news/events/emergency-demo-protect-the-right-to-strike/
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138 Prisoners - from Just Stop Oil

Click on the link for Just Stop Oil events

“138 - remember the number. It’s how many Just Stop Oil supporters were imprisoned 
by the UK Government in 2022. They were not imprisoned for immoral, selfish or 
dangerous crimes. They are like us. Compassionate, reasonable, non-violent. Normal. 
Locked up for defending scientific truth and our future survival.”

Campaign Against the Twickenham Arms Fair
Film screening and author talk: 
Tuesday 17th January 7pm 
at The Exchange, 75 London 
Road, Twickenham, TW1 1BE, 
of The Shadow World: Inside 
the Global Arms Trade, followed 
by a talk with the author and 
director, Andrew Feinstein. £5 on 
Eventbrite and at the door. 

Protest on the first day of the Arms Fair: Monday 23rd January 2.30 - 4.30 pm 
outside Twickenham Rugby Stadium, Whitton Road, Twickenham, TW2 7BA.

Please also write to the RFU and express your concerns.

https://juststopoil.org/events/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/the-shadow-world-inside-the-global-arms-trade-with-andrew-feinstein-tickets-500097333587
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Last week I witnessed an incident in our local bank that made me 
feel very uncomfortable. A man in his early seventies approached 
the help desk to ask for guidance as to how he could withdraw 

money with a specific bank card.  As he opened his wallet to get the 
card, the assistant reached into his wallet and pulled it out.  She didn’t 
ask his permission. I could see that the man felt upset and patronised 
by this behaviour.

The problem is this is not unusual.   Even though ‘Age’ has been a protected 
characteristic under the Equality Act in the workplace and in the provision of 
goods and services since 2010, attitudes based on negative stereotypes of older 
people are commonplace.

When the 2010 Equality Act came into force there were mixed reactions to age 
being included. Ageing had been the subject of what is often described as ‘office 
banter’, with ‘joke’ birthday cards highlighting the stereotypical decline that 
age sometimes brings being widely circulated.  Some people saw any attempt to 
interfere with this process as another example of an over indulgence in political 
correctness. It was certainly not viewed in the same way as the other protected 
characteristics under the 2010 Act.

Yet behind the office banter, or the so-called humorous birthday cards, lay 
stereotypes of an older or younger person (ageism is not always about the elderly) 
that has been at the root of a huge number of discriminatory behaviours similar 
to the one above.  These stereotypes are so deeply rooted that they have driven 
societal attitudes and impacted on life chances and the sense of self-worth of large 

An age-old 
problem

Marilyn Tyzack
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numbers of people over a certain age.  This is particularly the case for women, 
who are often compared and judged negatively on their appearance as well as 
their capability against their younger colleagues. 

Ageism in the media, advertising, film/TV, and other fields of public life and 
culture is perhaps the most obvious manifestation of the stereotyping that feeds 
our prejudices and underpins discrimination. The pervasive idea that older 
people are worthless feeds into our own perception of ourselves and subtly 
validates discrimination in other areas.

It is, perhaps, not surprising that millions of pounds are spent each year on 
products and surgery to try and hold at bay the ageing process.

But this is not just an issue of vanity.

Assumptions that older workers are less competent or less capable of learning 
new skills lead to people being forced out of the workforce or being passed over 
for job promotions.

In the UK, ageism is the most prevalent form of discrimination amongst all 
age groups, with  one in three people experiencing age-based prejudice or 
discrimination.

Claims to the Employment Tribunals are at record levels.  A Mr Cowie was 
successful in his age discrimination claim against a FTSE 250 company, after he 
was referred to as an “old fossil” who “did not know how to manage millennials”.

These negative attitudes are not just restricted to the workplace. A notable 
example recently was Wes Streeting’s deeply offensive remark referring to Jeremy 
Corbyn as “senile.”

The worst excesses of this form of stereotyping are played out daily on social 
media.

These shoddy stereotypes need to be challenged at every opportunity. After all, 
unless you are unlucky enough to die young, it will be your turn sooner than 
you think


