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If you listen to politicians and media commentators, going 
on strike in the run up to Christmas is mean-spirited. 
They seem to think that workers should have a World 

War One type truce over Christmas.
Well, they are right about one thing. We are in the midst of a long 
class war, but this is no time to hold back the hurricane that the 
working class can unleash. We should remember that the World War 
One truce, which is so beloved of our media, ended very quickly and 
many of those playing football in no-man’s land did not see the next 
Christmas.

This is no time for a truce. This is no time to climb out of the trenches 
and play footsie with the bosses. They have no intention of observing a 
truce for Christmas. Rail companies are set to impose a job destroying 
package, health trusts have no intention of giving nurses or ambulance 
workers anything more than a pat on the back, university bosses are 
intent on undermining the pension rights of lecturers, Royal Mail is 
set to be sold off and workers turned into gig economy workers.

Where is the demand in our national media for a truce? Where is the 
condemnation of how unfair it is to take away a person’s livelihood? 
Why are media commentators not pointing out the mean-spiritedness 
of pushing through job cuts and cuts in living standards in the run up 
to Christmas?

It seems that talk of playing fair and not inconveniencing people 
only works one way. Workers must concede or else face the barrage of 
criticism of the massed ranks of the media. Bosses are barely mentioned 
for having been responsible for provoking these disputes in the first 
place.

WHAT WE THINK

Let it snow discontent this Christmas
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Workers have no choice but to strike to defend their pay and conditions. If asking meekly 
worked, then we would all be enjoying inflation busting pay rises in industries where 
dividend holders were the last in line for a handout. Like the weather, condemnation 
of workers is seasonal. Anybody who dares strike in the run-up to Christmas is acting, 
according to popular mythology, in a mean-spirited way.

And, to be clear, this is no longer about which establishment party inhabits Number 
Ten. This is about a social system in absolute crisis. Not just runaway inflation but a 
system that allows almost half of children to turn up to school hungry. A system that 
allows nearly 50,000 adults and children to remain homeless. A system that allows 
2.8 million elderly citizens to be terrified to put their heating on during the coldest 
months because they can’t afford the bills.

We are not fooled by the cries of Tory ministers who claim to care about their 
constituents. Nor are we fooled by an opposition party who are intent on keeping the 
Tories spending plans should they get into power in 18 months time.

This crisis has not been caused by greedy workers trying to get pay rises that keep pace 
with inflation. Nor by unions somehow holding the country to ransom. This crisis 
has been caused by the ruthless profiteering of large companies who refuse to reduce 
payouts to shareholders and instead pass on every price rise to consumers already 
struggling to make ends meet.

This crisis cannot be managed by wearing extra jumpers to keep warm, cutting out a 
meal a day to eke out your meagre rations or by a belief that politicians or bosses will 
do the right thing.

This crisis is global, deep and endemic. It is a crisis of capitalism. It is, at its root, 
a crisis of investment. It is time for workers to blow a wind of change through the 
boardrooms of industry. It is time to unleash a tornado of strikes with the intent not 
of just winning a few extra pounds in pay packets, but of bringing about substantial 
change in the way we live. Let it snow discontent this Christmas, so that next Christmas 
we can all afford to enjoy a peaceful season.

We stand shoulder to shoulder with the rail workers, postal workers, nurses, ambulance 
staff, airport baggage handlers, teachers, university lecturers and all other workers 
standing up to unscrupulous bosses and to the indifference of politicians.


