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Labour’s Shame

Protest Over Forde Report at Labour Conference in Liverpool.

In its desire to appeal to right-wing voters Britain’s Labour Party has become 
a racist endeavour in its own right. 
The Forde Inquiry found clear evidence of racist behaviour, specifically 
toward Diane Abbott. An investigation by The Voice newspaper found that 
an anti-Black racism strategy was watered down so as not to alienate white 
voters.
This is not an accident. Members of the Shadow Cabinet have long supported 
anti-immigrant strategies and Sir Keir thinks playing the race card will win 
over disillusioned Tory voters.
We say ‘enough is enough’ Labour is now clearly a racist endeavour. A vote 
for Labour now is a vote for a party that no longer has anti-racism at its core.
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POLICE and demonstrators have clashed on a third day of 
protests in China over the country’s strict Covid restrictions.
What precipitated theprotests was an apartment fire last week in the city 
of Urumqi which killed 10 people. The protestors believe that it was the 
Covid restrictions in the city, parts of which have been under lockdown 
for 100 days, which hindered rescue and escape. City officials have denied 
this was the case.
Civil disobedience such as this is unprecedented since leader Xi Jinping 
came to power a decade ago. During his tenure, Xi has quashed dissent 
and made protest more difficult and risky with the expansion of a high-
tech social surveillance system. And now, during these protests, police have 
been stopping and searching people, asking them for their phones to check 
if they have virtual private networks (VPNs) and the Telegram app, which 
was used by weekend protesters. VPNs are illegal for most people in China, 
while the Telegram app is blocked from China’s internet.
The new restrictions came as China reported its highest number of 
new Covid cases last Thursday, with 31,444 new infections. This is still 
a relatively low number when compared with other countries but the 
Chinese government is committed to their zero-Covid strategy which aims 
to eliminate the virus completely.
This policy has kept the country’s death toll in the thousands, compared 

RIOTS IN CHINA 
CONTINUE

Read onlineCOVID-19 testing personnel bending a throat swab in Beijing. 
Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 4.0

https://creatingsocialism.org/riots-in-china-continue/
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to more than a million in the USA for example, but it has come at 
the cost of confining people to their homes for long periods and has 
brought disruption to what is the world’s second largest economy. The 
government is trying to contain the latest wave of infections without 
shutting down factories and the rest of its economy as it did in early 
2020. Its tactics include ‘closed-loop management’ under which 
workers live in their factories with no outside contact.

總總總, CC BY 2.0 <https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0>, via 
Wikimedia Commons

It is this ‘closed-loop’ system which has seen workers rebelling. Late last 
month thousands left the Taiwanese Foxconn factory in Zhengzhou, 
which makes iPhones, complaining about unsafe working conditions. 
And now many more have tried to leave, with footage shown of them 
fighting with police in hazmat suits. In other cities videos on social 
media have shown hundreds of residents taking to the streets, smashing 
through barricades, overturning Covid testing tents and demanding 
an end to lockdowns. Other cities have seen the same behaviour.
The new regulations, which have seen mass testing and snap lockdowns 
are hurting both the economy and the workers, but Beijing has 
defended it as life-saving and necessary to prevent overwhelming the 
healthcare system. It is worth noting that New Zealand had much the 
same strict lockdown regulations at the beginning of the pandemic, 
yet they were praised by most, while China, doing exactly the same, is 
being condemned. 
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Western Hypocrisy Over China

CHINA has been ‘bought out’ by the government and is ‘no 
longer involved’ in plans for Sizewell C nuclear power station, 
according to government energy minister, Grant Schapps. This 
comes after Sunak said that China presented a systemic threat 
to the UK and takes place against the backdrop of continuing 
protests in China over the impact of Beijing’s zero-Covid policy. 
Yesterday, and by a startling coincidence, a Just Oil protester 
in the UK, 57 year old Jan Goodey, was jailed for 6 months 
for exercising his right to protest. The British press approved of 
course.
The Chinese protests are receiving almost universal praise by the western media 
and politicians who are simultaneously making comparisons with the pro-
democracy movement in Tiananmen Square and speculating about an end to 
the leadership of President Xi Jinping. However widespread the protests, they 
are tiny by comparison to the wave of public dissent that culminated in the 
mass occupation of Tiananmen Square in 1989. The Chinese government met 
that protest with military force. Hundreds of demonstrators were massacred 
and thousands more imprisoned. 
Defeat shook the regime which took steps to develop China’s economic 
strength whilst at the same time increasing its level of control over its citizens. 
It worked because the professional classes were happy to grow and enrich 
themselves as the country’s industrial base rapidly grew. China is now second 

Photo by Jonathan Harrison on 
Unsplash

Read Online

https://creatingsocialism.org/western-hypocrisy-over-china/
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only to the USA in its share of the world market and is poised to overtake them one day. 
This is the real reason for the anti-Chinese rhetoric coming from London and Washington. 
This is superpower rivalry and has nothing to do with concern for democracy or human 
rights. Turn past the headlines to the business pages and you learn that China threatens the 
system, not because it is an enemy of world capitalism but because it is an integral part of 
that system.
Share prices have declined across the world amid fears that China’s lockdowns will lower its 
demand for foreign imports and usher in a world recession. Oil prices are falling because 
China is the world’s biggest importer and demand for energy is falling in its locked down 
industries. China is a major exporter as well. There will be six million fewer new iPhones 
on the market next year because of Covid related disruption at Apple’s FoxConn factories 
in China. 

https://creatingsocialism.org/western-hypocrisy-over-china/

Business and political leaders in the west hope and expect the current wave of protests to 
be crushed in order to bring some stability back to the markets. But just as Tiananmen 
Square pushed Beijing into closer integration with western capitalism, they hope that Xi 
Jinping will be persuaded by the scale of protest to turn away from zero-Covid and declare 
China open for business with the rest of the world. As socialists, we fear for the fate of the 
protestors and applaud their courage. We also know that in its drive to emulate western 
capitalism China has created the largest urban working class in the world. Only they have 
the power to determine the fate of the regime in Beijing and with it the fate of the entire 
world.
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Ambulance workers join winter of 
discontent

Photo by Mikhail Nilov: https://www.pexels.com/photo/man-and-
woman-rescuing-a-person-8942627/

Read Online

TEACHERS, railway workers, dockers, civil servants, university 
lecturers, solicitors, nurses and now ambulance workers are saying 
“we are not paying for your crisis”. UNISON, one of the unions 
representing ambulance drivers, paramedics, call handlers and 
support staff have announced the results of ballots which took place 
over the past month. 
Workers in the North East, North West, London, Yorkshire and the South West  
are to be called out on strike over pay and staffing level, although it will not be a 
national strike as some Trusts votes fell below the 50% threshold demanded by 
the anti-union laws.
Commenting on the ballot results,  UNISON general secretary Christina 
McAnea  said: “The decision to   take action  and lose a day’s pay is always a 
tough call. It’s especially challenging for those whose jobs involve caring and 
saving lives.”
“But thousands of ambulance staff and their NHS colleagues know delays 
won’t lessen, nor waiting times reduce, until the government acts on wages. 
That’s why they’ve taken the difficult decision to strike.
“Jeremy Hunt, Rishi Sunak and Steve Barclay must roll up their sleeves and 
start talking to unions about how better wages for staff can help start to turn 

https://creatingsocialism.org/ambulance-workers-join-winter-of-discontent/


December 4th 2020

7

the NHS around.”

This wave of strikes is a clear indication of a developing growth of confidence amongst 
workers, but these strikes are still being largely controlled and contained by full-time union 
officials. Without a grassroots movement linking these groups of workers together they can 
easily be picked off or bought off. 

It does not help that different unions are involved. Unison says that 80,000 members voted 
to strike. GMB announced that 10,000 ambulance workers voted to strike. Unite did not 
give figures but announced that its members were ‘voting up to 92% for action’ There has 
been talk of co-ordinated action by unions calling strike action. Perhaps they should start 
with a co-ordinated press release.

Better still trade unions should throw off the shackles that successive authoritarian 
governments – both Tory and Labour – have placed on them. Perhaps it is time to defy the 
anti-union laws and call out all those workers who have voted for action regardless of the 
arbitrary threshold imposed by Westminster. Perhaps it is time to return to an era where 
striking workers would demand their right to picket out those who were undermining their 
actions. And perhaps it is time workers in other sectors began to show solidarity with their 
comrades by striking on their behalf, particularly in the case of medical professionals whose 
commitment to their patients is often used as a millstone around their necks.



December 4th 2022

8

T
H

E 
N

EW
S 

T
EA

M
T

H
E 

N
EW

S 
T

EA
M

THE LATEST racism controversy embroiling the Royal Palace, 
which has resulted in the forced resignation of Lady Susan 
Hussey, highlights so many issues which are deeply embedded 
in our racist and class-ridden society. This is by no means an 
isolated incident. Recent Home Office figures indicate that 
race and nationality hate crimes rose by a shocking 73% in 
2021.
This was not a case, as portrayed by some of the right-wing media, of an 
elderly woman who could not be expected to know any better innocently 
asking a Black woman where she was from. That, on its own, would have 
fitted the definition of ‘casual racism’. This was far worse. The outline of 
the conversation above shows that Ngozi Fulani, the CEO of Sistah Space, 
was hectored in an arrogant and entitled way.  This is second nature to so 
many from the ruling class. Not only did Lady Hussey repeatedly question 
the well-known charity worker about her heritage, refusing to accept that 
she had been born in Britain, she also adjusted her hair in order to read her 
name badge.  
The government sent out a junior minister, Paul Scully, to repeat the trope 
about 'casual racism'. But there is nothing ‘casual’ about the racism that 
BAME people face daily at work and while going about their lives.   It 
is about being excluded at work or surprise expressed that they speak so 
well. It manifests in thugs targeting Black households or Black people 

Royal Racism Is Tip Of The Iceberg

Read Online

https://creatingsocialism.org/royal-racism-is-tip-of-the-iceberg/
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being indiscriminately stopped by the police. It reminds people of colour that Black 
lives do not matter.
It is the drip-drip effect of knowing that consciously or unconsciously BAME people 
are seen as inferior by a significant minority. A TUC report published in August 
2022 found that hundreds of thousands of BAME workers face racist behaviour – 
from ‘banter’ and jokes, through to bullying and harassment. This is reinforced by 
the recent investigation by Nazir Afzal into the London Fire Brigade.  He suggests 
that the London Fire Brigade is not alone. BAME staff are facing toxic behaviours on 
a daily basis.

Something very serious and unpleasant is going on in Britain today. Fear, poverty 
and ignorance fuelled, in part, by Brexit together with the need for the ruling class 
to ensure that there is an easily identifiable scapegoat for the broken capitalist system 
suggest that Lady Hussey’s behaviour is the tip of a very nasty iceberg.  

Further reading An everyday tale of police racism by Julian Okechukwu. https://
creatingsocialism.org/i-was-targeted-by-two-police-officers

https://creatingsocialism.org/i-was-targeted-by-two-police-officers/
https://creatingsocialism.org/i-was-targeted-by-two-police-officers/
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TO USE a couple of cliches, let’s stop beating around the bush 
and ignoring the elephant in the room - Labour under Starmer 
is a racist endeavour. Yet no mention of it in the media which is 
still priming us for Starmer as PM.

For some the first inkling of how entrenched the racism was within Labour 
came with the broadcasting of Al Jazeera’s ‘The Labour Files’ which showed 
a hierarchy of racism within the Party which discriminated against its 
Black, Asian and minority ethnic (BAME) members. Interviews, internal 
documents and social media messages shared by senior staff in the 
Party showed a racist culture with abuse aimed at their own colleagues, 
councillors and leaders.
Then Labour leaders on Birmingham City Council were accused of ‘not 
taking racism and discrimination seriously’, and criticised for a shocking 
lack of representation of Black, Asian and minority ethnic (BAME) 
politicians in senior roles. Claims were made about racism within the 
party and the anonymised survey referred to also said constituents in 
areas with high BAME populations felt ‘forgotten about’ and ‘purposely 
neglected’.

In response to the survey the leader of the Labour group in Birmingham, 

Labour under Starmer is a Racist 
Endeavour
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Ian Ward, said an independent review had been ordered to explore the relationship 
and culture between the leadership and backbenchers. This led to councillor Saima 
Suleman, the branch’s BAME officer, resigning saying her views had been disregarded 
and dismissing the review as “a feeble attempt to whitewash the most serious allegations.”

Then there was of course the matter of BAME members not being invited to an actual 
BAME conference. And on Tuesday NEC member Jess Barnard spoke out about a 
virtual meeting where key issues surrounding the Forde report were decided.

Most of us have read the report and will have taken note of Forde’s recommendation to 
establish an independent directorate to oversee the Party’s disciplinary and regulatory 
affairs. Yet Jess Barnard tells us that this week the NEC voted not to establish such a 
body.

She went on to say that the Labour leadership’s plans to ditch the democratic structures 
for BAME and disabled members were passed, despite being voted against from those 
on the left. “This goes against Labour’s rulebook and arguments made repeatedly 
within the party over the past four years.” Kim Johnson said the same, saying Labour 
was “ripping up the party rulebook”.

This validates the claims of a hierarchy of racism within Labour with accusations of 
antisemitism being given the most credence while racism against BAME members is 
conveniently ignored.

For five years when Jeremy Corbyn was leader we were subjected to cries of “he’s a 
racist” made about one of the most prominent anti-racist MPs and now, where there is 
ample evidence of Starmer and co’s racism, there is silence. Is this about the keenness 
of the media to see Starmer in government or about their lack of concern for other 
forms of racism? Either way it is clear that support for Labour offers no way forward 
for those who desire an inclusive, egalitarian government.

https://creatingsocialism.org/
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Compiled by Susie Granic

Marine experts concerned that dredging could wipe out even more sea life 
in the North East.

Marine experts have said that dredging to create the UK’s biggest freeport 
on Teesside could wipe out even more sea life along the coast of North East 
England. Research suggests that toxic pollution could be to blame for marine 
life deaths prompting the Government to investigate. Last year South Tees 
Development Corporation said dredging as a cause had been ruled out, but 
fisherman and scientists said it was certain that dredging and the release of 
pyridine, a colourless liquid derived from coal tar, were linked to the deaths 
of marine life.

Prison Places in short supply

The government is running out of prison places and has had to ask the 
police for 400 cells to ensure there is enough accommodation for the prison 
population. Prisons minister Damian Hinds told MPs there had been an 
“acute and sudden increase in the prison population” in recent months and, 
as a result, the Operation Safeguard contingency plan had been launched for 
the first time since 2007. Hinds blamed strike action by the Criminal Bar 
Association (CBA) saying it had led to more people being held on remand, 
but the CBA disputed this saying the remand prison population was already 
at “a decade high” of over 13,000 before they went on strike. Perhaps not 
jailing protesters for caring about the planet would help.

A film  depicting Israeli soldiers murdering a Palestinian family condemned by 
Israeli

A film depicting Israeli soldiers murdering a Palestinian family during the 
1948 war surrounding Israel’s creation has been condemned by Israeli officials 
as “creating a false narrative”. Farha, the debut of the Jordanian film-maker 
Darin Sallam, has been shown at several film festivals around the world since 
its release last year, and is Jordan’s Oscars entry for 2023. It centres on the 
experiences of a girl who witnesses the killing of her entire family during the 
events of the Nakba, the Arabic term for the ethnic cleansing and displacement 
of about 700,000 Palestinians. Ministers in the Israeli government have called 
it a ‘disgrace’ and said it depicts ‘lies and libels’,  but it is said to be inspired 
by real events.
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Army on standby in case needed  during NHS Strikes

The army is said to be on standby in case it is needed to fill roles during strikes by NHS 
workers over the winter. Nursing staff are set to strike this month, as are ambulance workers, 
although no date has been set for the latter as yet. It’s unsure what roles the army could fill, 
but nursing staff have made their displeasure felt on social media, with one saying “We don’t 
want your army”, and another “No disrespect to our armed forces but there’s nowhere near 
enough of them to counteract our strike action”.

Labour Retained the Chester seat in recent by-election

Labour’s Samantha Dixon retained the seat of Chester on Friday, with a 14 point swing that 
pollster say would give the party a comfortable majority if repeated at a General Election. 
The turnout was low at 41%, compared to 77% in the General Elections of 2017 and 72% 
in 2019. Although the mainstream media are seeing this as a positive result for Labour, 
on line commentators have highlighted how this election had the lowest overall vote since 
1935.  In 2017, Corbyn’s Labour attraced 32,082 votes with the 2019 General Election, 
which wasn’t a good result for Labour overall, gaining 27,082 votes.  The low turn out 
suggests that many people who had previously voted Labour  stayed at home.



December 4th 2022

14

C
O

ST
 O

F 
LI

V
IN

G
 C

R
IS

IS
C

O
ST

 O
F 

LI
V

IN
G

 C
R

IS
IS

AS OUR basket of goods continues to move inexorably toward 
the 25% increase mark it is worth considering how families will 
manage a particularly expensive time of year.
In 2020 the Bank of England released figures which suggested that the average 
household would spend around £750 on Christmas. 
Taking inflation into account that figure would probably be closer to £880. 

Research has shown that poorer families are 
unable to enjoy Christmas in the way that 
those with more money can. 
Around 35% of households will overspend 
in order to cover the additional costs. But 
those on the lowest incomes find it harder 
to do so. In 2015, and does anybody think 
things have improved since then, the 
Citizens Advice Bureau calculated that if 
you had no access to overdrafts or normal 
high street loans the cost of Christmas could 
soar by 72% bringing the total cost to over 
£1500. This on top of additional food costs, 
heating and lighting costs, rent rises and the 
cost of clothing. The thing is poorer parents 
do not want their kids to be the ones to 
return to school in January with nothing 
from Santa so they take those high interest 
payday loans to ‘manage’ Christmas.

Children do understand poverty. The Listen Up project run in South Wales 
talked to young people about poverty. It’s a fascinating read but this quote by 
one youngster really sums up why we ought to be doing more to prevent the 
poverty in the first place:

"When you haven't got much money - you miss out on life.”
We can spend time looking for statistics and reports that “prove” that poverty 
is bad for children, but the reality is that poverty is built in to the fabric of our 
system. No doubt over the next month we will get MPs gurning for the cameras 
as they turn up at food banks. The press will dutifully print their generosity 
without questioning why we have food banks in the first place. And certainly 
not questioning the legitimacy of a political system that so regularly gives us 
representatives with so little moral substance that poverty is seen as the perfect 

A GIFT FOR CHRISTMAS

Cheese
Milk
Bread
Apples
Spaghetti hoops
Margarine
Baked beans
Digestives
Crisps
Corn Flakes
Fusili
Tea bags
Tomato soup
Pizza
TOTAL

Price May 
15th

Price 
today

1.89
0.95
0.55
1.19
0.13
1.09
0.22
0.39
2.79
0.55
1.29
0.95
0.45
0.99
13.43

2.69
1.30
0.72
1.59
0.16
1.29
0.26
0.45
3.39
0.63
1.45
0.99
0.49
0.99
16.40

Rise in cost of goods in our budget 
since May 15th

Percent 
rise

42.3
36.8
30.9
33.6
23.1
18.3
18.2
15.4
21.5  
14.5
12.4
4.2
8.9

0
22.1
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backdrop for their Christmas publicity shots.

Still, none of this matters much if you are a child for whom Christmas Day, made bearable by 
your parents willingness to go into debt, is just a brief respite from a lifetime of immiseration. 
We could quote statistics that show those born into poverty have less opportunities and 
tend to do less well as adults, but who needs them? These things are now so well established 
that they appear as ‘facts’ as immutable as gravity. Yet, unlike gravity, poverty is not a natural 
phenomena it is a direct consequence of human existence. It is entirely the result of decisions 
made by those who will never experience poverty. 

Poverty has nothing to do with moral rectitude on the part of those who are its victims. 
It is not a moral issue, but a political one. Better benefits and programmes to assist those 
in poverty are not a solution. They accept and extenuate the existence of a condition that 
needs eradicating. If we really want to do something about children in need we must stop 
treating poverty as if it is natural and see it as part of a system that not only thrives on, but 
encourages, inequality.

The best gift we could give poor children this Christmas would be an end to capitalism and 
the dawn of a new socialist era.
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Union News 26 November – 01 December 2022
Compiled by Teodora Hansen

Royal College of Nursing announces strike action dates

On Thursday 15 December and Tuesday 20 December nurses in the RCN 
will, for the first time in their history, be on picket lines.
No health professional walks off the job lightly but as the RCN put it: 
“Strike action is a last resort. But it can be a powerful tool for change. 
Unfairly low pay in our profession is driving chronic understaffing. It 
puts patients at risk and leaves nursing staff overworked, underpaid and 
undervalued.” Nurse numbers are growing slowly but there are still 39,652 
vacancies.
Support for the strike amongst the public is around 60% in favour (the other 
40% have presumably forgotten what they were on their doorsteps clapping 
for a short while ago). You can show your support at the RCN strike hub.

Royal Mail: the strike continues

All chances of an agreement are in tatters as Royal Mail bosses insist that in 
exchange for a 7% pay rise and a one-off lump sum payment of 2% they 
expect 30% job layoffs, no seasonal overtime, and tearing up existing terms 
and conditions to transform postal workers in to a “gig economy” style 
couriers in the run up to selling off the company to private equity investors. 
This is no longer just about pay and conditions. It is about the future of 
the Royal Mail. The full scale of the planned destruction can be found in 
this interview with CWU leader Dave Ward. Postal workers responded with 
another two day strike this week. The fight continues.

CWU leads industrial action at The Post Office

In a seperate dispute with the Post Office around 1,400 staff working at 
Crown Offices and in Admin functions will walk out for two days in a 
fortnight, while Supply Chain members will begin a two-week overtime 
ban from Monday until Christmas Eve. They recently renewed their strike 
mandate with an overwhelming 91% vote in favour.
“After nine bouts of strike action, in a dispute that’s now gone on for nearly 
seven months, it really says something about the sheer determination of our 
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members that they voted again in such enormous numbers for further walkouts,” said acting 
DGSP Andy Furey.
Post office staff are angry a pay freeze last year freeze pay for the 2021/22 period and the 
offer of an inadequate 5 per cent increase for 2022/23, that is far below current inflation 
levels and this is despite the organisation posting profits of £74 million over the past two 
financial years.

CWU secure pay rise for BT workers

Over at BT CWU members at the telecommunications giant have been taking strike action 
to secure a decent pay rise. They are now balloting on a deal with union approval that will 
deliver a pay rise of £3000 after forcing the company to up their offer and consolidate a 
proposed one-off lump sum into their basic rate of pay. This works out at 10% for BT 
engineers and 15% for workers on the lowest grade.

VICTORY 
FOR THE 
WORKERS

Got a strike or ballot we have missed then let Teodora know by writing to: 

workers_united@
creatingsocialism.org
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Question this week: Is human nature against socialism?

EdgeNotes
Many claims are made for human nature and how it determines our society. Most of them 
turn out to be different, both between and even within different cultures, suggesting that 
what is thought of as human nature is determined more by circumstance than biology or 
psychology. However two human traits which seem to be cross-cultural are sociability and 
cooperation both of which would thrive in a communal form of living or what you might 
call socialism. Far from being a hindrance to human nature it seems to me, following 
Marx, that socialism is the realisation of human nature.
Dave Middleton

Socialism can’t happen. It’s human nature. I am not a selfish, greedy person and neither 
are you. It’s everybody else.
               Your Mum?
Not my mum. She’s a lovely person.
               What about my mum?
Your mum’s alright. Like I said, it’s everyone else.
               What about your kids?
Stop trying to twist things. They are great kids and so are yours.
               So, Human Nature is something that only affects people we don’t know. And 
when we get to know them it turns out they are not so bad after all. We just need to meet 
more people. Why don’t you come on the demo with me on Saturday?
I can’t.
               I know. Human nature.
No. I have to look after the kids.
               What about your mum?
She’s too busy. She’s going on that demo. And so is your Mum. They put me in charge of 
the creche!
Mike Stanton
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The idea that humans are selfish and greedy is often used to try to discredit socialists. 
The right claims that human nature renders socialism an impossible, utopian dream. 
There are many indications that these assumptions are false, and that people often act 
with kindness and cooperation.
Humans have the capacity to behave in different ways and more than anything our 
behaviour is shaped by the society that we live in. It is the way that capitalism is organised 
that encourages people to ‘look after number one’. The capitalists themselves ruthlessly 
exploit working people for their own profit and are in constant competition with each 
other.
Collectivity is at its most intense when great struggles break out, whether against racism 
or austerity or job cuts. In these circumstances human solidarity comes to the fore, ideas 
of competition start to break down, and people focus their energies on trying to force 
change that will very often benefit all working people.
Adapted from Lucy Nichols, Counterfire
 

Next week’s Question. “Can we live without Money?” - Send answers no longer than 150 words to :
mike.stanton@creatingsocialism.org by Wednesday, 7 December.

https://www.counterfire.org/theory/21392-explainer-does-human-nature-make-socialism-impossible
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Jamaica – a country in crisis Part 2
Susie Granic

Corruption
LIKE far too many countries worldwide Jamaicans see their 
police as inherently corrupt. In a survey carried out in July it 
was found that more than 90% of Jamaicans say they have little 
or no confidence in the Jamaica Constabulary Force (JCF). 
This followed on from a poll two years ago which showed they 
thought the police force was the  most corrupt organisation 
within the criminal justice system, ahead of the Firearm 
Licensing Authority. The Jamaica National Crime Victimisation 
Survey also found that 55.6% of Jamaicans believe that the 
Department of Correctional Services is corrupt, while 41.2 % 
don’t trust judges and the courts.
Over ten years ago more than 60 members of the police force were arrested 
and charged with varying offences related to corruption, and the government 
at the time said it was working hard on the problem. Not hard enough it 
would appear.
The criminal justice system in any country is supposed to be the cornerstone 
on which a good society is built, so, if that system itself is largely corrupt, 
where does it leave the citizens? Only six months ago, in April, allegations 
came to light that a number of JCF officers were members of a criminal 
gang and the corruption is said to be more widespread than many officers 
know. In a country where the public often have to turn to gangs for help as 

http://radiojamaicanewsonline.com/local/more-than-90-of-jamaicans-have-little-or-no-confidence-in-the-police-rjrgleaner-poll
https://jamaica-gleaner.com/article/news/20210312/cops-most-corrupt-say-jamaicans#:~:text=According%20to%20the%202019%20Jamaica,of%20the%20Firearm%20Licensing%20Authority.
https://jamaica-gleaner.com/article/news/20210312/cops-most-corrupt-say-jamaicans#:~:text=According%20to%20the%202019%20Jamaica,of%20the%20Firearm%20Licensing%20Authority.
https://jamaica-gleaner.com/article/news/20210312/cops-most-corrupt-say-jamaicans#:~:text=According%20to%20the%202019%20Jamaica,of%20the%20Firearm%20Licensing%20Authority.
http://radiojamaicanewsonline.com/local/corruption-within-jcf-more-widespread-than-officers-realize-montague
http://radiojamaicanewsonline.com/local/corruption-within-jcf-more-widespread-than-officers-realize-montague
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they get none from the government, it must be disheartening to know that those same gangs 
are working with the police.
Gangs are, quite simply, part of everyday life for many Jamaicans. The leaders of these gangs 
provide social welfare services such as school supplies, food, community festivities, and in 
some instances even housing. It’s not just the poorer people of Jamaica’s communities who 
look to these gangs for help; government officials also use them to garner votes and local 
support. People will go to the government and political representatives to receive help and 
will be denied it, but government officials are said to be paying large sums of money to 
gangs in exchange for a mutually beneficial relationship.

What does this corruption consist of?

Jamaica is one of the largest, if not the largest, Caribbean supplier of marijuana to the 
United States and local islands. Although cocaine and synthetic drugs are not produced 
locally, the country is a transit point for drugs being trafficked from South America to 
North America and other countries. This drug production and trafficking has been enabled 
and accompanied by organised crime, domestic and international gang activity, and police 
and government corruption. Illicit drugs are also a means of exchange for illegally-trafficked 
firearms entering the country, which exacerbates Jamaica’s security situation.

The Jamaican government does not of course encourage or facilitate illegal activity associated 
with drug trafficking or the laundering of proceeds from illicit drug transactions as a matter 
of policy, but it does not appear to actively discourage these activities either.  A notorious case 
was the one in 2010, when the then Prime Minister and leader of the Jamaica Labour Party 
(don’t let the name confuse you, the JLP is a conservative party), Bruce Golding, was accused 
of lobbying against the extradition of a notorious drug dealer/gang leader,  Christopher 
‘Dudus’ Michael Coke, who had been accused of gun and drug trafficking offences by the 
US law enforcement authorities. 
Mr Golding admitted his involvement in the lobbying efforts and subsequently ordered an 
operation to arrest the gang leader, who is now serving his 23-year sentence in the US. Calls 
for the Prime Minister’s resignation came from the official opposition party, the People's 
National Party (PNP), who tabled a motion of no confidence in him, which was defeated, 
and the general public, but he did not step down until the next election in 2011.

Although Jamaican law, as one would expect, penalises official corruption, it remains 
widespread, and this is compounded by a judicial system which has a poor record of 
successfully prosecuting corruption cases against high-level law enforcement and government 
officials. And it is prevalent in so many areas. As well as the drugs trade, Jamaica is a source, 
transit, and destination country for women and children to be trafficked for the purposes 
of sexual exploitation and forced labour. The government has been criticised for not fully 
complying with the minimum standards for the elimination of trafficking, but is said to be 

https://www.coha.org/black-green-gold-and-too-much-red-jamaicas-struggle-with-gang-violence/
https://www.jamaicaobserver.com/news/bruce-golding-a-man-of-many-firsts/
http://web.archive.org/web/20210514052947/https:/amp.theguardian.com/world/2012/jun/08/christopher-dudus-coke-jail-term
http://web.archive.org/web/20210514052947/https:/amp.theguardian.com/world/2012/jun/08/christopher-dudus-coke-jail-term
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making significant efforts to do so. 
All of these problems have a knock-on effect for the Jamaican public, especially 
those in poor urban areas, but violent crime is also prevalent. Gang violence, 
shootings, extortion, and murder remain a serious problem for the country, 
and again the judicial system can be justly criticised. There is a culture of trial 
postponements and delays which results in a lack of cooperation by witnesses, 
frustration for police and the public, and too often allows the guilty party to walk 
free.

Four years ago, in 2018, the Integrity Commission was set up in Jamaica, intended 
to be a place where whistleblowers big and small could go, but, according to one 
of Jamaica’s main newspapers, The Gleaner, it is failing. Only too often these 
types of commissions are set up to look into corruption but not to take the 
matter further or prosecute. Are they solely for show? One could be forgiven for 
thinking so.

The scale of corruption in Jamaica is immense and few people want to address it. 
There is anti-corruption legislation in place, but, if this is not adhered to, what 
use is it? Just two years ago the country was hit with more scandal, with many acts 
of corruption involving public officials being publicised. A new political party 
was formed in 2019 with one of its key plans being to eliminate government 
corruption. Th e United Independents' Congress was founded by an accountant, 
Joseph L Patterson, who is also the founder of YES Jamaica. The party has worthy 
aims but, although considered the third political party in the country, it is still a 
minor one, and any impact it may have is yet to be felt.

It is undeniable that poverty leads to corruption, but, as most of these people 
in high office are wealthy, what is their excuse? Or do they need one? Politicians 
around the world make promises to get votes. Better roads, better health service, 
better education… whatever they think the populace wants to hear, but few 
follow through on these promises. And when people are living in poverty and 
know those in power are not going to help them, they will turn to people or 
situations which can – which all too often means criminals and crime.

https://creatingsocialism.org/

https://integrity.gov.jm
https://www.caribbeannationalweekly.com/editorial/full-time-to-change-public-corruption-in-jamaica/
https://uicjamaica.com/pages/about-us
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Liberty – working class history
by Ray Barron-Woolford

My whole life has been about activism; I remember as a five-year-
old going door to door with my grandmother who worked out that 
more people would answer the door and sign her latest petition if a 
child was in tow, and it got into my bloodstream. Activism has been 
part of my life ever since, driven on during the aids pandemic, the 
Poll Tax, and the injustice of the Thatcher years with its war on the 
poor as well as the miners.
Today we still have a government at war with the poor and the new Irish – refugees 
and asylum seekers – criminalised before they even arrive when they could instead 
be the army to save our NHS, and our public services, to fill the huge shortage 
of labour that our country needs, from farmworkers and care workers to doctors 
and nurses in the NHS.
The way we live today seems not to have progressed much from the hunger 
marches and strikes of the 1920s and the 1930s as we appear to have forgotten 
our working class history. It is a history which is being erased, just as is happening 
today with the criminalising of those who make a stand, and is leaving in the 
shadows the huge working class heroes such as Fred Copeman and Kath Duncan. 
This is the Kath Duncan who would pay the ultimate price for fighting for free 
speech by giving her life after becoming ill serving two terms in Holloway Prison.

Why is it that we are taught at school the stories of Kings, Queens, tyrants and 
Empire, but the stories of the working class built on the blood, sweat and activism 
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of ordinary people are excluded? People who often gave their lives to fight for what we have 
today, because struggle and battles do get won but the ongoing battle is to keep going on, to 
not give up, to follow in the footsteps of those who went before us.  Yet how can we follow 
those whose battles are never told and whose heroes are always paid little attention.

As a gay man it pains me that we are all aware of the civil rights movements in the USA, 
India, and South Africa, but how the UK civil rights movement was fought and won is still 
never taught, not even the first civil rights case in law; Duncan vs Jones KB is not even used 
as a case study by the legal system, by lawyers seeking a job in civil rights law – how is that 
possible? In my view it’s simple: queer working class heroes who take on the system and win 
put the fear of god into the establishment as they did in the 1930s when the Invergordon 
Mutiny brought down a government. Spreading successful working class history may put 
ideas in the heads of the masses and god forbid they may realise they can run their own 
affairs quite well without the need of a political class.

I have spent the past five years trying to do something about this by writing, producing, and 
directing my latest LGBTQ civil rights working class history film ‘Liberty’ which launches 
globally as part of LGBT history month in February 2023. My objective is to tell the stories 
no one else has, whilst bringing them right up to date to be relevant NOW, when globally 
70 plus countries still make it a crime to be LGBTQ, the rise of Fascism sweeps across the 
world like a virus and the abuse of civil rights is becoming as relevant an issue in Britain and 
USA as it is in Iran and China.

Making this film has not been easy though, even within my own LGBTQ community, 
where people have tried to tell me who should and should not be in the film, while some 
Pride festivals will not even show it under the pretext that it features Reclaim Pride queer 
activists who believe Pride should always be a protest, not a pink wash marketing brand 
opportunity. 

As I write this, the film which I didn’t expect to reach an audience beyond my usual circle will 
be screened across five continents in 2023. It will be the first LGBTQ-driven documentary 
film ever to be screened in Iran, mainland China, and Uganda, countries in which being 
LGBTQ is still a crime. Iran and China will turn a blind eye to the queer content because 
a film showing people in the west rising up against king, parliament and the entire Western 
system feeds them propaganda with which to say, “You may want rights in Iran or China, 
but hey ho they are also fighting for change in the West”. I hope my film, by telling the 
true story of how Kath Duncan and Fred Copeman fought for social justice and rights 
for workers, the right to free speech, and the right to protest, will put the record straight. 

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/thirties-britain/invergordon-mutiny/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/thirties-britain/invergordon-mutiny/
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And by showing the anti-fascist movement, the Hunger Marches, the Invergordon Mutiny, 
the importance of the New Cross fire in creating the UK black power movement, and the 
victims of the present public inquiry into the NHS blood contamination scandal, in which 
the state murdered its own people to save cash, is able to put right this injustice, to bring 
these heroes’ names into the public realm and on their backs empower people to make a 
stand.  

Kath Duncan - 20thC Scottish Activist

My friend, Canary writer Steve Topple, said when he reviewed my biography of   Kath 
Duncan, ‘The Last Queen of Scotland’, “The banishing of the mists of time from Kath 
Duncan’s life could well stand as Woolford’s finest achievement “. I’ll take that. 
Tickets are on sale here for £10 for Ray’s Film Launch at Hatcham House as part of LGBT 
History Month, with funds supporting Ray’s work. ‘Liberty’ will be screened as part of the 
film freeway network art film festivals across the UK and globally 2023-2024.

https://creatingsocialism.org/

https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/kath-duncan-equality-civilrights-network
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Mythical Monetary 
Theory

by Dave Middleton and Mike 
Stanton

You don’t need to be an economist to realise that things are bad for 
the economy. When the Bank of England not only declares that we 
are in recession but that it could last for up to two years, something 
is seriously wrong. In such a situation we need bold plans to move 
us into recovery. One theory receiving a lot of attention, not to 
mention support, from large sections of the left is Modern Monetary 
Theory (MMT). What does it propose, and will it work?

Boom and Slump
Let’s start by identifying the problem that MMT seeks to solve. What does a recession 
mean? First of all, it is nothing new. Capitalism has always suffered from periods of 
boom and slump. During the boom the economy grows. Then the market reaches 
saturation point. Companies that are saddled with high costs and falling demand go 
bust and default on their debts. The banking system suffers a shock and starts calling 
in its loans. There is a domino effect as more firms go bust and workers are laid off, 
pushing the economy into recession.
For the last forty years governments and central banks have tried to use the money 
supply to control the economic cycle. By raising interest rates, they hope to reduce 
credit and slow the economy down enough to avoid a crash. Some firms will still go 
bust and workers lose their jobs, but it is supposed to be better than all-out recession.
For a while it seemed to be working. In 2006 the Labour Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
Gordon Brown, declared that there would be “no return to boom and bust.” Two years 
later the world was in the grip of the deepest recession since the Wall Street Crash of 
1929.
Governments around the world doubled and tripled their national debt to stop the 
banks from going bankrupt. And to pay for it they imposed austerity on the working 
class. There were cuts to welfare, health and education. Real wages were effectively 
frozen or fell. Meanwhile the rich got richer.

MMT and the left

https://creatingsocialism.org/how-is-the-economy-doing/
https://creatingsocialism.org/how-is-the-economy-doing/
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Left opposition to austerity led to an explosion of support for politicians like Bernie Sanders 
and Jeremy Corbyn, who argued that instead of handing billions to the rich, governments 
should spend that money themselves to stimulate growth and rebuild the economy. This is 
where MMT comes in.
Proponents of MMT argue that sovereign powers like the US and the UK which issue their 
own currencies have got it all wrong. If they can print money to bail out the banks, or to prop 
up the economy during a COVID pandemic, or subsidise the energy companies during a cost-
of-living crisis, what is to stop governments printing money to pay for the things we want and 
need like schools, hospitals and green energy?
MMT appears to be radical, partly because its proponents say it is. They claim to have 
discovered something that governments have kept hidden from us for decades. Stephanie 
Kelton, former advisor to Bernie Sanders, compares it to Copernicus discovering that the 
earth revolved around the sun. No sign of hubris there! Another key figure is Bill Mitchell, an 
Australian economist who claims to have been influenced by Marx but also claims that Marx 
is now outdated. The leading British proponent of MMT is Richard Murphy, one time adviser 
to the Shadow Chancellor, John McDonnell. However, it is worth remembering that Labour’s 
manifesto commitments in 2017 and 2019 were fully costed and did not rely on MMT’s 
promise of free money.
It would be more accurate to say that MMT theorists have rediscovered the ideas of Keynes, 
who argued for government investment to stimulate the economy in the aftermath of the Great 
Depression of 1929. Keynesianism was mainstream economic thought until it was replaced by 
the monetarist doctrines of the Reagan/Thatcher years. Governments, whether Labour or Tory, 
have not hidden this theory. They have openly rejected it.
Simply put, MMT states that:

1. Sovereign nations can create money, and we have recent examples with Quantitative 
Easing (QE).

2. If that money is put to good use, it circulates within the economy, promoting 
economic growth.

3. Much if not all of it eventually returns to the government via increased tax revenues arising 
from economic growth.

4. Therefore, it is free money that does not have to be repaid to balance the books.

It is easy to see the appeal, especially for the left. MMT takes on the myths of the free market 
and offers a simple answer. But if it was so simple why aren’t governments queuing up to 
implement it? Are we in danger of exchanging one set of myths for another?
There is no reason why spending on health and education and social care is inherently good for 
the economy, while spending on war and imperialism is inherently bad. The UK experienced 
massive growth in the Victorian era by ignoring the former and spending massively on the 
latter. One explanation of the long post war boom when a Conservative Prime Minister could 
tell us “you have never had it so good,” was the stimulus to growth from the arms race during 
the Cold War with Soviet Russia.
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Inflation
That boom ended in the inflationary surge in the 1970s. Inflation is once more a priority. What 
does MMT have to say about that?
Stephanie Kelton, in her book  ‘The Deficit Myth’ which has become something of a bible for 
supporters of MMT, points out,  “The only economic constraints currency-issuing states face 
are inflation and the availability of labor and other material resources in the real economy.” As 
economist Michael Roberts, in his excellent and highly recommended blog, comments,
“Two big constraints, it seems to me. How would inflation arise? According to MMT, it is when 
unused capacity in an economy is used up, so that there is full employment of the workforce 
and given technology.”
So MMT only promises ‘free’ money if we can control inflation at the same time. In order to 
print money and avoid inflation, the economy must not overheat. In other words, according to 
the leading exponent of MMT, the price of paying for all these social goodies is not quite free. It 
comes at a price and that price is ‘unused capacity’ or unemployment to the rest of us. It seems to 
us that MMT requires the reserve army of labour just as much as neo-classical economics for the 
self-same reason that it must hold down wages to avoid rampant inflation.

Fiscal multiplier
This is economic jargon for the idea that ‘what goes around comes around’ In other words, 
government spending is not funded by taxation. Instead, taxation is the return on government 
spending that stimulates the economy.
Hey presto! The fiscal multiplier means that no matter how much money you print it will come 
back to you. Bill Mitchell addresses this issue in a recent paper and shows that actually, in his 
model anyway, each $100 of investment via government spending generates both additional 
taxes and additional output, raising GDP by 79%. The point Mitchell makes is that “the initial 
rise in government spending has induced new consumption spending of $64. The workers who 
earned that income spend it and the production system responds.” Supporters of MMT are 
enthusiastically seeing this as evidence that government spending pays for itself. It is not exactly 
what Mitchell proposes, but, even if his figures were correct (he never claims they are by the way), 
extra productivity and additional taxation would bring back 79% of the government’s investment. 
Whilst cheaper than arguing that every pound spent must be accounted for by an increase in taxes, 
this is far from the ludicrous assertion that MMT comes at no cost at all.
MMT gets two things right.
1. That, in striking a balance between inflation and unemployment, governments are making a 

political choice, not an economic choice. (Mainstream economists on the left like Krugman 
and Stiglitz in the US and Piketty in France have also made this point and argued for policies 
to end inequality, without endorsing MMT.)

2. Just handing money to banks and big business and trusting them to do the right thing is never 
going to work. If governments are going to create money using QE, they need to control how 
it is spent. 

Control
In truth governments do not control the economy. Their political choices are constrained by 
the workings of international capitalism. That was graphically illustrated by the disastrous Truss/
Kwarteng experiment in September. Britain is a special case in the sense that the disastrous terms of 

https://stephaniekelton.com/book/
https://thenextrecession.wordpress.com/?s=deficit+myth
http://bilbo.economicoutlook.net/blog/?p=6949
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the Brexit deal agreed by Johnson meant a 4% decline in GDP, even before the equally incompetent 
COVID response added to our woes. But no country is immune from the workings of the market.
Another economist Brian Green has characterised QE in the following way:
“As money is the elixir of capitalism, central bankers believed it would accelerate economic activity. 
Instead this elixir turned out to be more antihistamine than stimulant, preventing the economy 
from sneezing but not boosting it. Instead of making society richer it made the speculators richer.”
When we look at the world today, we can see that it is very clearly the case that since 2008 the 
divide between the haves and the have-nots has increased. In April data from America, the global 
cheerleader of unfettered capitalism, revealed that,
“The top 1% owned a record 32.3% of the nation’s wealth as of the end of 2021, data show. 
The share of wealth held by the bottom 90% of Americans, likewise, has declined slightly since 
before the pandemic, from 30.5% to 30.2%.” 

Conclusion
Advocates for MMT are right to expose the flaws in neoliberal economic theory and point out 
that governments’ so-called economic decisions are actually political choices made to satisfy the 
demands of capitalism. But we do not need to support MMT to argue for that. And the answer is 
not to print more money. The money is already there, in the hands of the super-rich. 
MMT theorists have a thing about money. They believe that money is the source of economic 
activity, when it is in fact the product of economic activity. Money is first and foremost a medium 
of exchange. It represents the value of our labour power. Governments who print money, whether 
in accordance with Modern Monetary Theory or Quantitative Easing, are merely promising to 
give the banks and the speculators the value that we have yet to produce. It works so long as “the 
markets” trust in government promises to make them rich, but any government that tries to use 
MMT to finance social justice will quickly face the wrath of those markets.
We have to organise to force concessions from the ruling class and ultimately replace it with 
socialism. MMT actually undermines that struggle. It implies that we should rely instead on left 
leaning politicians and their economic advisors to do the right thing and hope that the speculators 
in the money markets do not move in to sabotage it. So, there you have it. MMT is just another 
flawed idea that asks us to abandon the struggle for socialism and put our faith in reformism.

Articles that appear in the Opinion section of Critical Mass Sunday Socialist 
represent the views of the author and not necessarily those of Critical Mass. 

https://theplanningmotivedotcom.files.wordpress.com/2022/10/the-hunt-for-truss-1.pdf
https://www.cnbc.com/2022/04/01/richest-one-percent-gained-trillions-in-wealth-2021.html
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Were we too soft on the Chinese?

Re: Western Hypocrisy Over China -The difference being that nobody in New Zealand 

was burned to death owing to not being able to escape their locked down, with doors 

wired shut, homes and would very unlikely to have been. Also there was impatience and 

frustration in NZ the longer the lockdown continued even after vaccines came on stream. 

Also unlike elsewhere in the world there were effective vaccines available, although nor 

evenly distributed that's true, but China never got around to manufacturing sufficient 

vaccine and didn't vaccinate the elderly and most vulnerable first concentrating instead 

on the young and healthy, so now China's leaders are in a bind especially the despotic 

Xi. But although beginning with lockdown the discontent the unrest has spread out to 

oppose the regime itself, not unlike what is happening in Iran.
Fiona Harrington

Invest to build?
Re: Homelessness The Forgotten Crisis - Our government has made the decision 

homelessness is acceptable as with foodbanks. Homelessness is easily resolved by the  

government investing 9% of their £3.6tn public pension fund over the last 12yrs that 

would have constructed 3.2m council homes slowing or reducing house prices, £20bn+ 

interest for pension fund p/a, £10bn+ LA funding p/a, create 100k to paying trade 

jobs, this would also remove pressure on NHS, DWP, LA'S & social care,  homelessness 

eradicated and no recession all with basically taxpayers money paid into government 

pensions and that money is used to house public services employees, win win situation. 
Patrick Byrne.

https://creatingsocialism.org/wp-admin/post.php?post=22487&action=edit
https://creatingsocialism.org/wp-admin/post.php?post=21508&action=edit
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Each week we read a variety of sources in order to be able 
to bring you news and opinion that has been properly 
researched. This is a variety of sources our team found of 
interest this week.

Mike

Kohei Saito has written a best seller on Marx and eco-socialism. Until the English 
translation comes out next year this blog will have to do.
https://thenextrecession.wordpress.com/2022/11/27/saito-the-metabolic-rift-and-
de-growth-communism/

Jo
As soon as I read the title to this article by a Tory MP, I felt outraged. We should 
immediately query who are betraying our children; not the people who discuss 
climate change and the nuclear threat, which endanger our survival, and who are 
informing the next generation, but those who have failed to make decisions which 
would protect us all and the future of life on earth, decisions which only serve to 
protect the wealth of the greedy, those who know all about “selfish indulgence”. 

https://inews.co.uk/opinion/we-are-betraying-children-with-all-this-talk-of-
climate-devastation-and-nuclear-annihilation-1998258

Susie

I first read this a few months ago and now must read it again. On the war effort, 
what it means for all of us but particularly women and how women must be at the 
forefront of peace efforts. 
https://metapolis.net/project/war-effort-and-kitchen-sink-geopolitics/

Dave
Anybody with experience of organising any sort of meeting will have struggled with 
the question of how to get people engaged. But it seems that the idea that women 
are less likely to engage is based in both discrimination and in organisation. I just 
found this article a timely reminder that formal equality is not the same thing as 
actual equality.

https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-022-04241-y

https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-022-04241-y
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-022-04241-y
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-022-04241-y
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-022-04241-y
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-022-04241-y
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-022-04241-y
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-022-04241-y


December 4th 2022

32

The US Constitution begins, “We the people.” It sounds inclusive but when it was 
written it would have been more accurate to write, “We the white, male, slave-owning 
people.” How about the People’s Republic of China? But not the Uighurs or Tibetan 
Buddhists or pro-democracy demonstrators. Recently we had the People’s Vote, meaning 
“The People who want another chance to vote against Brexit.”

‘People’ is one of those words that can be used to obscure significant differences. Or else 
it can highlight differences in its target audience without spelling them out. So, when 
politicians or Daily Mail headline writers talk about ‘The British People’ or ‘Enemies 
of the People’, they are often doing it to exclude other people who do not share their 
skin colour or their ideas or their class.

‘Hard working families’ is another one. It sounds okay until you think about what it 
means. What about those who are not in hard working families? Does that mean the 
idle rich or does it refer to people on benefits, disabled people who cannot work, or 
people whose lifestyle does not fit in with ‘traditional family values’?

During the current wave of strikes we are hearing a lot about the impact on ‘The 
Public’ or ‘The Taxpayer.’ As if striking workers aren’t part of the public and don’t pay 
their taxes! Ultimately it is all about divide and rule. Yet they call us divisive when we 
talk about the real differences in society, especially class.

There is a lot of confusion about class, deliberately so. But socialists are clear about who 
is working class. We are those who have to sell their labour power to someone else in 
order to earn a wage. If you are made redundant or become sick or disabled and cannot 
work, you don’t stop being working class. The only way to stop being working class is 
to have access to income that derives from your exploitation of others.
The self-employed work for themselves and don’t exploit anybody else. But their 
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independence comes at a price. They still have to sell their goods or their labour to others 
and cannot organise collectively like the working class. The capitalists understand this 
and use the gig economy to persuade workers they are self-employed with no collective 
power or rights. But all across the gig economy Uber drivers, cleaners, plumbers, etc 
are organising in unions and asserting their working-class identity.

My greatest hope is that in the course of our struggle for trade union rights and against 
all forms of oppression we develop a revolutionary class consciousness that unites us 
young and old, black and white, gay, straight and trans against their system of divide 
and rule. And when we say, “We the people,” it will mean something we can all be 
proud of.


