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Strikers Are Fighting For 
Us All

Taken from the RMT Facebook Page

In October inflation peaked at 11.1% and we all know why. 
Price gouging energy companies have not only sent heating 
bills through the roof. They have pushed up farming costs 

and caused massive food price rises as well. All this has powered 
a new wave of militancy that has the bosses worried.
The UK has the worst growth outlook of any big economy, house prices 
are falling at the fastest rate since the 2008 financial crisis and millions 
of public sector workers are threatening to strike over pay.

That was the Financial Times (FT) yesterday. On Monday they let the 
cat out of the bag with a report that told us that inflation had peaked, 
with wholesale gas and food prices falling but that “core inflation which 

https://creatingsocialism.org/strikers-are-fighting-for-us-all/
https://www.ft.com/content/dbc66b48-8b2f-481e-91fc-e818297f0913
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excludes energy and food prices is still high – particularly services prices, which are 
influenced by wage growth.”

If you have been following our series on the cost of living crisis in the Sunday Socialist 
to know that energy and food prices are the core inflation for the working class. And 
we are striking for higher wages in order to feed our families and keep them warm 
during the coldest December for ten years.

Even so, the wage rises have been derisory compared to the scale of inflation. Back 
in October, when inflation was peaking real wages fell by 4.2%, nearly as bad as the 
4.6% in April when the war in Ukraine sent energy prices soaring. The private sector 
recorded wage growth of 6.9%, well below inflation. But the public sector fared even 
worse at 2.7%.

Inflationary pressures are generated by capitalism but in the cosy world of the FT 
profiteering from war and misery are acceptable. It is only when we start to fight back 
that they get worried. Between now and Christmas politicians and media pundits on 
massive salaries will be lining up to tell us the country cannot afford to pay us decent 
wages; that there is no magic money tree, and we will all have to tighten our belts.

But as Russ Jones pointed out in this Twitter thread,

There's no magic nurse tree either. Or magic rail workers tree. Or magic teacher tree. 
Those employees can't survive on gratitude for their sense of duty. In the last 3 months 
the govt has written off £4bn of fraud it couldn't be bothered chasing, handed a £7.4bn 
tax giveaway to banks, and likely add £20bn of loans it won't recover. Shareholder 
dividends are growing 3x faster than wages. The money is there.”

It is politics that is guiding government spending decisions. We cannot change their 
politics. But determined strike action can make them change their minds. As Dave 
Middleton said in this week's Sunday Socialist, "Let it snow discontent this Christmas."

https://creatingsocialism.org/subscribe/
https://creatingsocialism.org/let-it-snow/
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Right wing knives are out 
for the nurses

THE RIGHT WING are sharpening their knives ready 
to attack the nurses in any way they can as tens of 
thousands strike today for the first time in their history.

They are no longer “the exhausted healthcare staff, our NHS heroes and 
brave key workers on the front line” as described on the front page of 
The Sun in 2021. They clearly are not deserving of ‘The Sun Who Cares 
Wins Awards’ which celebrates “our amazing doctors, nurses, midwives, 
surgeons, etc.”   By daring to vote to strike, nurses are no longer on the 
angels of mercy pedestal.  They have become the enemy within.

Kelvin McKenzie, the editor of The Sun kicked off with a deeply 
unpleasant and offensive tweet:

‘’If the strike by nurses or ambulance drivers leads to a patient’s death 
the hospital trust must SACK them ALL and replace them from the 

https://creatingsocialism.org/?p=23443&preview=true
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Philippines. A condition they should be non-union.  At least they would be 
grateful for the work.  And I am told much harder working.”

More importantly, they and others like them are ignoring the fact that thousands 
of patients are already dying unnecessarily as a result of the underfunding 
of the NHS.   A shocking report by the Royal College of Emergency 
Medicine  ‘Crowding and its Consequences’  has found that at least 4,519 
patients have died as a result of crowding and 12 hour stays in Emergency 
Departments in England in 2020-2021. Over six million people are waiting 
for care.  Eight out of 10 RCN members confirmed in a recent survey that the 
care given to patients was compromised because there were not enough nurses 
on the shift. There were almost 47,000 vacancies in health and care settings in 
June 2022.

At the same time unfair pay is forcing too many to leave.  Over 25,000 nurses 
left last year.

As rising prices and inflation put pressure on low-income nurses and 
carers, many are being forced to choose between food or fuel.   A study of 
over 1,000 nurses, health and social care workers conducted by healthcare 
platform Florence: found that one in five have turned to foodbanks in recent 
months, while 30% know of colleagues who have.

Predictably, Tories have found a simple explanation for this. According to 
Education Secretary, Gillian Keegan, “nurses are using foodbanks because they 
have broken boilers or broken relationships.”

It gets worse. Liz Truss, during her short stint as PM accused the RCN of 
talking down the NHS by drawing attention to their situation. Responding to 
Ms Truss’ remarks the RCN General Secretary Pat Cullen said, “to suggest that 
the incredible financial hardship nursing is facing – having to use food banks 
to make ends meet – is talking down the NHS is missing the point entirely.” 

The nastier the attacks become, the more it is clear that the bosses, the government 
and their right-wing friends are running scared.  Vilifying a group of workers 
who have traditionally been held in high public esteem is treading on dangerous 
territory. That is why we must stand beside the nurses. They are striking so 
that when you are sick and need their help they will be able to provide it. 
Victory to the nurses. Victory to the NHS.

https://rcem.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/RCEM_Why_Emergency_Department_Crowding_Matters.pdf
https://www.florence.co.uk
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Another man executed

This photo is from 2006 in Iran but could just as easily have been taken yesterday. Creative Commons 

Attribution 4.0

IRAN yesterday publicly executed a second man who had 
been arrested during the unrest linked to the country’s 
ongoing protests. The judiciary’s news website announced 

early yesterday that Majidreza Rahnavard, who was convicted 
of killing two members of the security forces, was executed 
in an unidentified public location in Mashhad while a group 
opeople looked on.
It also published several images of the public execution, showing a 

https://creatingsocialism.org/another-man-executed/


December 18th 2020

7

man, whose hands were tied, hanged by the neck from a crane. Masked security 
forces were shown cordoning off the area, with a crowd of dozens watching 
behind barricades.

Iran executed the first detainee linked with the protests, 23-year-old Mohsen 
Shekari, on Thursday for allegedly attacking and wounding a member of the 
Basij paramilitary force with a long knife in central Tehran. The Basij is a 
volunteer force often used by Iranian authorities to suppress dissent.Both men 
were reportedly arrested for ‘waging war against God’ and both were executed in 
haste. Human Rights groups have warned more people arrested in connection 
with the protests could be executed soon. Iranian authorities have embarked 
on a wave of executions this year, so far executing more than 500 prisoners, the 
highest number in five years, according to the Oslo-based group Iran Human 
Rights.  Prisoners are either being denied lawyers or being given lawyers who do 
not put up a defence, say Human Rights groups.

It is clear the Iranian authorities believe that these swift trials and executions 
will deter the protesters who have taken to the streets in all 31 provinces over 
the death in custody of Mahsa Amini, a 22-year-old woman who was detained 
by morality police in September for allegedly wearing her hijab, or headscarf, 
‘improperly’. Given the strength of the protests however, this seems unlikely.

While we are all, rightly, outraged at this, let us not forget that some 54 countries 
including western countries, still have the death penalty. According to Amnesty 
International these include Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Pakistan, Afghanistan, Libya, 
and Jamaica. The USA, where 27 states continue to allow the death penalty, has 
executed 17 people this year, with southern states unsurprisingly carrying out most 
of them. The state of Oklahoma alone has scheduled one execution every month 
between September of this year and December 2024. A total of 25 executions in 
just that one state. What we found rather terrifying when researching this was 
that there is actually a website for the US dedicated to informing the interested 
just who has been executed, who was reprieved, and who is due to be executed.

So while we condemn Iran let us also condemn every other country which still 
executes people, often the poor and those from ethnic minorities who may not 
be able to afford good legal representation. Killing another human being in cold 
blood is never right, even when that person has taken another’s life. It is not 
justice, it is revenge.

https://creatingsocialism.org/iran-protests-continue-despite-repression/
https://deathpenaltyinfo.org/executions/upcoming-executions
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Crocodile tears as four 
asylum seekers drown

JUST a day after UK Prime Minister Rishi Sunak 
announced tougher requirements for those seeking 
asylum, four people died when a small dinghy capsized 

in the English Channel. Suella Braverman, who previously 
claimed what she termed ‘illegal immigration’ was “out of 
control”, said, “These are the days that we dread”. But, aren’t 
they the days that you have been working to promote? We 
cannot recall Ms Braverman disagreeing with Tory MP Marco 
Longhi when he claimed, without a scrap of evidence, that it 
“…is patently obvious that most asylum seekers, or claimants 
of ‘modern slavery’ are not genuine.” And he knew that how 
exactly?

https://creatingsocialism.org/crocodile-tears-as-four-asylum-seekers-drown/
https://nonzero.substack.com/p/earthling-the-man-who-foresaw-the
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Mr Sunak said in response to yesterday’s tragedy that it was a “tragic loss of human 
life”, but immediately used the deaths to continue his, and most of Westminster’s, 
war on desperate people. His response is not to blame the illegal wars the UK 
either starts or supports but rather to blame those getting in the boats. All this, of 
course, is prompted by a desire to be seen to be tough. Tough on asylum seekers 
but tougher than Labour claims that they will keep out more ‘illegal immigrants’ 
than the Tories. Let us not forget Yvette Cooper’s speech to Labour Conference 
in which she promised a Labour government would “make sure the immigration 
system is fair, firm and properly managed.” She then pledged to work with France 
to stop the flow of small boat crossings, a policy subsequently adopted by the 
Tories.

International law is very clear on the rights of asylum seekers:

“We reaffirm respect for the institution of asylum and the right to seek asylum. 
We reaffirm also respect for and adherence to the fundamental principle of non-
refoulement in accordance with international refugee law.” (1951 Convention 
relating to the Status of Refugees and the 1967 Protocol) 

Non-refoulement means states are prohibited from returning refugees  in any 
manner whatsoever to countries or territories in which their lives or freedom 
may be threatened on account of their race, religion, nationality, membership of 
a particular social group or political opinion. We have searched thoroughly and 
nowhere is there an amendment to this legally binding international agreement 
that says the British government have the right to decide who is or is not threatened, 
if they feel doing so could garner them a few more votes.

Blaming asylum seekers in a desperate attempt to be tougher than your electoral 
opponents is the worst kind of opportunism. Putting barriers in the way of asylum 
seekers’ legitimate right to seek asylum is playing into the hands of traffickers 
who, whatever their motivation, are providing a service that is clearly needed. 
Asylum seekers are caught in a nowhere land between countries that they cannot 
return to and the political opportunism of the Sunaks and Starmers who use their 
plight as a political football.

The only way to stem the flow of refugees is to prevent the circumstances which 
drive them to take such a perilous journey in the first place. But that would mean 
regarding them as desperate human beings who need our help. A moral task that 
seems beyond either Tory or Labour politicians.
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Peace, Hope, Joy

It won’t have escaped the notice of our eagle-eyed readers that 
Christmas is almost upon us. It also will not have escaped 
anybody that this is supposed to be a season characterised by 

peace, hope and joy. Nobody will revel in the Christmas spirit 
more than MPs who, let’s face it, can probably charge most of 
the spirit they consume to their expenses accounts.
Peace remains in short supply as we end yet another war-torn year. Tory 
spokespersons interviewed by the mainstream media make a point of 
telling us that nothing is their fault and everything is the fault of the evil 
Russians. In case you are confused, these are clearly not the same Russians 
who the Tory Party has happily taken millions in donations from.

We all know about the war in Ukraine. Do we all know that the UK 
Government has given £220 million in aid, supposedly for humanitarian 
purposes, to Ukraine? And that this money has been found by cutting aid 
budgets to other war zones, such as Syria, which the UK had a hand in 
bombing.

Peace for whom?
But at this time of year we are all looking for a bit of hope. One thing we 
hope for every year is that politicians could stop lying. But, not only do 
they carry on lying, they have no shame about doing so. 

If Putin is the evil maniac responsible for price rises, as is claimed by 
almost every Tory MP when their appalling economic record is put to 
them, then is he becoming less evil as inflation comes down? Inflation (as 
measured by the Consumer Price Index – note the name, it is a measure 
of prices) fell from 11.1% in November to 10.7% in December. But why 
was it so high to start with? Putin, obviously. But also wages. Tory MPs 
trot out the same old line that the only causes of inflation are evil maniacs 
(well, you can’t do much about them can you?) and workers. 
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Government ministers tell us that giving inflation level pay rises to public sector 
workers will fuel inflation. Firstly, public sector workers’ wages are not a price of a 
consumer product, they have no relation to the rate of inflation. Indeed, you could 
safely give nurses a 100% pay rise without it affecting prices. Secondly, inflation has 
already happened. And it happened when wages were being kept below inflation 
levels. In other words, whatever caused the current round of inflation, it was prior to 
any wage demands that nurses, rail workers, postal workers or anybody else made. 
Their demands are simply that they should be able to maintain their standard of 
living, not even improve it, but just maintain it.

What of joy?
It is actually the protests against the inhumane treatment of refugees, the generosity 
of people who work to make desperate people feel welcome here that gives us joy. It is 
the collective endeavour seen on picket lines and at rallies up and down the country. 
Where ordinary people, so often denied a voice in their own lives, say enough is 
enough, we demand justice.

Joy, we have come to realise, is not to be found in material goods (though we are not 
opposed to a little material comfort) but in the comradeship to be found engaging in 
the, still, unfashionable exercise of our democratic rights of citizens. The Tories, and 
their Labour mirror images, tamper with our hard won rights at their peril. If they 
think that passing laws will hold back the tide of discontent that has been growing 
gradually throughout this country (and beyond), then they are in for the shock of 
their lives.

Ordinary people are not the ‘Red Wall’ stereotypes built up by the media and polling 
companies. Ordinary people are trade unionists who will take to picket lines. They 
are the ones who drive the ambulances and fire engines (and, yes, the police cars). 
They are the ones who pick up your rubbish, teach the next generation how to think 
for themselves and don’t roll over as easily as some people might think.

We hope that the only war waged is class war and our joy will be realised when that 
war is won.
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Compiled by Susie Granic

Interesting news from the Bank of England
Heartening news this week from the Bank of England’s economists 
who say they expect the UK to fall into recession this quarter. Critics 
say the Bank of England’s decision to raise the UK base rate to its 
highest level since October 2008 will have significant implications 
for businesses of all sizes across the country. “By making borrowing 
more expensive, the increase, together with other factors, will drag on 
economic growth.” This is the ninth consecutive hike since December 
2021 and analysts suggest rates could reach 4.5% by the middle of 
next year.

Funding the NHS in Scotland is taxing
In Scotland everyone earning more than £43,662 will have to pay 
more income tax next year and the tax threshold for the top rate will 
be lowered from £150,000 to £125,140. The Deputy First Minister 
stated the increase is needed to enable better spending on patient 
care in Scotland’s NHS. Predictably, both the Tories and Labour have 
condemned the change, the Tories saying it is unfair when compared 
to the rest of the UK and Labour talking about using the money to 
“fix some of the damage done by 15 years of SNP cuts and failure” 
instead. There will be no change for lower earners as Nicola Sturgeon 
said it would be counterproductive in a cost of living crisis.

Time off for a period
A Nigerian tech company has brought in a new policy which will 
allow its employees to take time off when they are on their period. 
It is reported that the company, Klasha, is the first tech company in 
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Nigeria to introduce a menstrual leave policy of this kind. The company has said 
the policy will initially provide five days off a year but that could be subject to 
change as they evaluate its effectiveness once implemented. Zambia is currently 
the only country in Africa that grants menstrual leave – allowing a day off per 
month. Other countries that offer flexible working for periods include Japan, 
Indonesia and South Korea.

“Illegal” killings by UK forces face investigation
The UK has finally  launched an independent inquiry into the allegations of 
unlawful killings by soldiers in Afghanistan more than a decade ago. Defence 
Secretary Ben Wallace said that the statutory inquiry will be headed by senior 
judge Charles Haddon-Cave and will start early next year. It will look into the 
alleged wrongdoing by commandos in the elite Special Air Service (SAS) corps 
who were accused of killing dozens of Afghans in suspicious circumstances and 
spans a three year period from mid-2010.

Peru becomes a police state as 
Castillo supporters protest

A 30-day state of emergency, which gives police the power to search homes 
without permission and limits certain freedoms, including the right to assembly, 
has been declared in Peru after the president, Pedro Castillo, was ousted last week. 
Protesters have blocked motorways, set buildings alight and invaded airports. 
Authorities have said eight people, mainly teenagers, have died in clashes with the 
police – with rights groups claiming at least six were killed by gunfire.

https://creatingsocialism.org/
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Cheese
Milk
Bread
Apples
Spaghetti hoops
Margarine
Baked beans
Digestives
Crisps
Corn Flakes
Fusili
Tea bags
Tomato soup
Pizza
TOTAL

Price May 
15th

Price 
today

1.89
0.95
0.55
1.19
0.13
1.09
0.22
0.39
2.79
0.55
1.29
0.95
0.45
0.99
13.43

2.69
1.30
0.72
1.49
0.16
1.29
0.26
0.49
3.49
0.63
1.59
0.99
0.54
0.99
16.63

Rise in cost of goods in our 
budget since May 15th

Percent 
rise

42.3
36.8
30.9
25.2
23.1
18.3
18.2
25.6
25.1  
14.5
23.3
4.2

20.0
0

23.8

IT IS very hard to imagine what it is like to live in poverty. 
Especially if you have never experienced it. The feeling of 
being hungry but having no way to satisfy your craving. The 

fear of putting on the heating knowing that you cannot afford the 
inevitable bill. The sheer desperation of wanting, just occasionally, 
to have a night out and knowing that you simply cannot afford it. 
It is not living. It is existing.
When politicians talk blithely of helping the poor, what they often mean 
is helping them into a job that does not exist. It has been a while since I 
was unemployed, but I still remember vividly the scorn of people with jobs 
telling me that there were hundreds of jobs if only I bothered to look. As if I 
did not spend most days trudging around the factories where I lived asking 
for work and getting no offers.

I was lucky. I was young during that period and had only myself to support. 

Many of those I met during that period 
were not so lucky. I remember once 
going to the house of somebody I had 
met through the Unemployed Union 
and finding it bereft of furniture, all of 
which had been sold to pay bills. He sat 
on a box and cried, as he explained that 
he had been made redundant after 20 
odd years in the same job. He received 
no redundancy pay and was thrust into 
a world of social security that he had 
not even known existed. He could see 
no future for himself or his family.

Politicians, on both sides of the Atlantic, 
are congratulating themselves because 

IMPOVERISHED LIVES

DAVE MIDDLETON
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inflation is not rising as fast as predicted. But if you take a look at the table on the 
opposite page it tells a story of real desperation.

On the face of it, what it says is that just 13 items have risen in price from £13.43 
in May to £16.63 this week. A rise of £3.20 – the price of a latte in Starbucks. That 
represents an increase of 23.8%. Forget about 10.7% over a year, that is double that 
in just 9 months. 

But in monitoring these items I have learned a lot about the cost of living and how 
it rises. When this or that politician talks about 10.7% inflation, they always give 
the impression that everything, across the board, has risen by that amount. I always 
knew that wasn’t the case. But monitoring these items has shown that politicians, not 
surprisingly, have not the first clue how inflation rises or even how it is measured.

Only one item of the 13 chosen has not risen at all. That is Aldi’s budget pizza. So if 
you want to avoid food inflation simply live on pizza! There have only been 6 weeks in 
the past 32 where there were no price rises at all. And, here’s the thing, and don’t stop 
me if you’ve heard this before because it bears repeating. Each week one or two items 
rise by a small amount. This week, for example, Bramwell’s Cream of Tomato Soup 
went up by 5p. That’s not much, many people will think. And they would be right. 
But that represents a 20% increase since May. That’s right, twice the official inflation 
rate.

Aldi’s Everyday Essentials range tend to be relatively stable. Their own brand spaghetti 
hoops for example have been 16p for 26 weeks, but have still risen by 23% since May. 
Staple foods such as cheese have risen by 42% from £1.89 for 500g in May to £2.69 
this week. Fresh skimmed milk is up from 95p in May to £1.30 now, a rise of 36.8%. 

These rises, in and of themselves, are not much. And, if you are a canny shopper, you 
can often find alternatives which are a bit cheaper. But why should poor people spend 
half their lives foraging (for that is what it amounts to) for cheaper food goods? Why 
should these people not be able to go to a supermarket and buy the goods they need 
each week without worrying about how much it is going to cost? If its good enough 
for Rishi Sunak or Sir Keir Starmer, why is it not good enough for them?

That is what this basket of goods means. It is not just an academic exercise in monitoring 
how prices change and rise (though rarely fall), but it is a commentary – and a very 
sad one – on the lives of some of our fellow citizens who are denied opportunities. 
Opportunities that those who are so quick to lecture them take for granted.
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Compiled by Teodora Hansen

Nurses strike in Scotland paused
Two unions - Unison and Unite - have called off strike action as health 
workers voted narrowly to accept a revised pay offer from the Scottish 
Government. Falling far short of the 14% demanded in England and Wales 
Unison and Unite members voted to accept an offer worth 7.5%. 

The RCN is currently balloting on the offer. General Secretary Pat Cullen 
said: “Plans for strike action in Scotland have been paused after the Scottish 
government returned to the negotiating table. We’re consulting eligible 
RCN members in Scotland on the revised pay offer and the ballot closes on 
Monday 19 December. “

RMT welcomes rock solid 
strike across the railways

Following two days of strike action across the railways on Tuesday and 
Wednesday last week, the indefatigable Mick Lynch paid tribute to his 
members and reiterated the union’s willingness to negotiate.

Mick Lynch said: “I congratulate RMT members who have shown enormous 
dignity and rock-solid fortitude throughout this 48-hour strike. They have 
shown how important their work is to the functioning of the economy and 
wider society. All they want is a negotiated settlement on job security, a 
decent pay rise and good working conditions. And they are determined to 
continue their industrial campaign until an agreed resolution is achieved.”

Meanwhile the RMT, ASLEF and TSSA have agreed a deal with Transport 
for Wales bringing the strike to an end in Wales. The deal is worth 4.5%, 
way short of the inflation busting wage rise demanded, but with differing 
amounts to different groups of workers.

Labour’s Deputy Minister for Transport (transport is a devolved power) 
said: “Lee Waters said: “This is great news and highlights how we to do 
things differently in Wales, securing a fair pay deal via a progressive social 
partnership with Unions that recognises the value of our rail workers. We 
strongly urge the UK Government to follow our lead by negotiating a pay 

https://www.rcn.org.uk/news-and-events/news/uk-rcn-nhs-nursing-strikes-2022-first-day-151222
https://www.rmt.org.uk/news/rmt-welcomes-rock-solid-48-hour-strike-across-the-railways/
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settlement with Unions in England so that further strike action and disruption for 
passengers and freight is avoided.”

Postal workers accused of  ”holding 
Christmas to ransom”

Posties are set to walkout on the 23rd and 24th December with the continuing dispute 
over pay and work conditions.

Members of the Communication Workers Union (CWU) will mount picket lines 
outside sorting and delivery offices across the country after the row over pay remains 
deadlocked. It is the latest walkout in the six days of festive strikes being in the run-up 
to Christmas, causing major disruption and delays to deliveries of letters and parcels.

CWU General Secretary Dave Ward said: “Royal Mail bosses are risking a Christmas 
meltdown because of their stubborn refusal to treat their employees with respect. 
Postal workers want to get on with serving the communities they belong to, delivering 
Christmas gifts and tackling the backlog from recent weeks. This can be resolved if 
Royal Mail begin treating their workers with respect, and meet with the union to resolve 
this dispute.”

PCS Road traffic officers and control 
room operators to strike

Road traffic officers and control room operators working for National Highways 
tomorrow (Friday, December 16) begin 3 weeks’ strike action across England.  In 
all, 100,000 PCS members working in 124 government departments and other bodies 
voted for strike action over pay, pensions, jobs and redundancy terms. 

PCS General Secretary Mark Serwotka said: “While we don’t relish causing disruption 
to people travelling over the Christmas period, it’s an inevitable consequence of the 
position we’ve been forced into by the government. Our National Highways members – 
the people who keep the roads running – have been offered an increase that falls below 
the rate of inflation of almost 11%. We make it very clear any blame for the disruption 
caused by this action lies at the doors of Downing Street. If the prime minister or 
chancellor put money on the table, we’d be happy to start negotiations.”

http://workers_united@creatingsocialism.org
https://www.nationalworld.com/news/uk/royal-mail-strikes-dates-2022-cwu-december-christmas-eve-pay-3888690
https://www.pcs.org.uk/news-events/news/road-traffic-officers-control-room-operators-strike
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Will there ever be peace in 
Ukraine?

by Marilyn Tyzack

Image by Marilyn Tyzack

It has been ten long months since Russia invaded 
Ukraine on 24th  February  2022. In that  time  it has 
been estimated that more than 100,000 Ukrainians have 

been killed or wounded,  with Moscow’s troops suffering 
a similar number of casualties. There have been reports of 
rape and torture. Tens of thousands of people have also been 

https://creatingsocialism.org/another-man-executed/
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/11/10/world/europe/ukraine-russia-war-casualties-deaths.html
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displaced. The normality and mundaneness of a life consisting of home, 
school, work and Sunday lunches with the family have been replaced 
with terror, unfamiliarity and chaos.
As I write, reports have come in of a Russian rocket having struck the maternity 
wing of a hospital in eastern Ukraine killing a new-born boy and critically injuring 
a doctor. Every life lost is a tragedy but the murder of a two-day old baby, whose 
mother had just successfully given birth in the most difficult circumstances, throws 
a spotlight on the futility and barbarism of war. The latest strike comes as Kyiv's 
mayor said the city is bracing itself for the "worst winter" since World War 
II, with widespread power cuts and dropping temperatures

How much more can the Ukrainian people take? 
I am left wondering how many more sons, daughters, mothers, fathers, grandparents, 
aunts and uncles are going to lose their lives  before some sort of  face-saving 
compromise is reached. Let us also not forget the families of many of the young 
untrained Russian soldiers and conscripts being forced to fight a war and die for a 
cause most do not understand. The reality is, of course, that there will need to be an 
agreement of sorts, sooner or later. Behind every statistic is a back story of a life not 
lived, of loss and grief that will impact on families and communities for generations 
to come.

There is,  though, no sign of any end to this nightmare. Zelenskyy is on record 
as saying he is not interested in peace talks  with Putin, and, on  4th  October, 
he signed a decree saying  the annexation of the Donetsk, Luhansk, Kherson 
and Zaporizhzhia  regions was illegal. At the same time, Vladimir Putin proudly 
announced that the areas had re-joined the “historic motherland” after the regions, 
which are currently under military occupation by Russia, voted in a referendum 
to re-join the country.

Ukraine’s history makes xompromise difficult
It is  perhaps not surprising that Ukraine seems willing to fight to the death to 
resist Russian aggression. There are the obvious reasons based on a supposed consensus 
in terms of state sovereignty, non-intervention in domestic affairs and non-
aggression.  The fact that, since 1945, the US has tried to overthrow more than 50 



December 18th 2022

20

governments, grossly interfered in elections in 30 countries, bombed the civilian 
populations of 30 countries, used chemical and biological weapons and attempted 
to assassinate foreign leaders is rarely mentioned. There is hypocrisy. There has been 
media propaganda. But the need to accept the definition of “state sovereignty” is 
one that cannot and should not be questioned.

The passion and courage with which the people have resisted the Russian 
invasion is also rooted in the troubled history of Ukraine, which is one of a hard 
won and bitter fight for independence and the right to self-determination.

My husband's own family suffered greatly as a result of being born in that 
part of the world where the borders were constantly redrawn on the whim of 
the superpowers who were exercising control at that time.

The Nazi extermination policy in Ukraine, during WW2, ended the lives of 
millions of civilians in the Holocaust and other Nazi mass killings: it is estimated 
900,000 to 1.6 million Jews and 3 to 4 million non-Jewish Ukrainians were killed 
during the occupation. This was the fate of Great Grandfather  Stanislaw, who, as 
a head of a school, was seen as a dangerous intellectual and sent to a labour camp 
where he died before the end of the war.

     Gabrielle with her only son

The point is that behind every statistic is 
a tragic story. In this case, it is one of a 
young couple who had drawn up plans for 
their first home, Villa Rosa, in a suburb 
of Chernivtsi.  They had one son who 
they lost contact with duringthe invasion. 
Our family records show pitiful letters, 
written by Gabriella, to the local 
newspapers across Europe begging for 
any information about her much-
loved only child. He had escaped, and was 
given sanctuary in the UK. Sadly, his 
mother died before hearing of his safety.
After the war ended Western Ukraine was 

reabsorbed into the Soviet Union, and Russia continued the purge, started by 
the Nazis, against anyone regarded as an “intellectual”. Many were killed or 
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exiled to Siberia.  Great Grandmother Gabriella stayed on in their home, alone, but 
died shortly after the end of the war. Villa Rosa was confiscated by the Soviets.There 
is no doubt that the written and oral history of struggle and persecution will have 
had an impact on future generations of the Ukrainian people. 

Putin’s insecurity
Inherent in any  conflict is  the  strong  belief by both sides that  they  are right.   It 
is difficult to consider what possible justification Putin could have for invading a 
sovereign country,  and the reporting  by the British media has certainly not been 
unbiased to allow consideration of an alternative reality.

However, although there is a risk of simplifying the causes of the current conflict, for 
some people Putin’s actions did not come as a surprise.  The background to the current 
dispute started with the fall of the Soviet Union in 1991 and with Ukraine, once again, 
declaring its independence from Moscow. At the same time NATO expanded towards 
Russia’s borders eventually taking in most of the European nations that had once been 
in the Communist sphere. 

Risks of conflict highlighted decades ago.
The potential for conflict and instability was recognised by several American academics at 
the time. In June 1997 50 prominent foreign policy experts signed an open letter to 
Clinton saying, “We believe that the current US led effort to expand NATO … is 
a policy error of historic proportions” that would “unsettle European stability.”   In 
2008, Burns, then the American ambassador to Moscow, wrote to Secretary of State 
Condoleezza Rice: “Ukrainian entry into NATO is the brightest of all redlines for 
the Russian elite (not just Putin). In more than two and a half years of conversations 
with key Russian players, from knuckle-draggers in the dark recesses of the Kremlin to 
Putin’s sharpest liberal critics, I have yet to find anyone who views Ukraine in NATO 
as anything other than a direct challenge to Russian interests.”

It is not surprising, therefore, looking at the redrawn map of those countries bordering 
Russia, that Putin has felt  his country is  becoming weaker and more  isolated by 
NATO’s expansion. Putin has described the Soviet disintegration as one of the greatest 
catastrophes of the 20th century that robbed Russia of its rightful place among the 
world’s great powers. 

https://nonzero.substack.com/p/earthling-the-man-who-foresaw-the
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Support by NATO
There is no doubt that  Ukraine’s confidence, and ability to resist, has been 
fuelled by the massive support in the form of arms given by NATO. Whilst it 
has stopped short of putting boots on the ground individual NATO member 
countries are sending weapons, ammunition and many types of light and heavy 
military equipment. 

To date, NATO allies have provided billions of euros' worth of military equipment 
to Ukraine, with the USA being the biggest contributor. The UK has provided the 
second largest support. The table showing exactly how much the UK has provided 
makes interesting reading, particularly when considered alongside the austerity 
measures currently in place. As always, it is about priorities.

What does victory look like?
There are no references to peace by any of the NATO countries. This attitude 
is summed up by an article in the Guardian on 23rd November by Timothy 
Garton Ash: ‘The best path to peace is not talks with Putin but helping Ukraine 
to win this war'.

So, while there has been a great deal of sabre rattling, there has been very little clarity 
around “what winning this war” will look like, let alone whether it is achievable 
without running the very real risk of escalating the conflict into a catastrophic 
Third World War. This is, perhaps, all we need to know in understanding that 
“peace or compromise” is not yet seen as credible. There is only a vague notion 
of “victory.”

The New York Mag tried to outline the various scenarios. It suggests that there 
are three competing theories of victory. 

1. The first is that Ukraine wins by simply repelling the invasion and returning 
to the status quo as it existed pre–24th February. 

2. The second definition, which is the one that President Zelenskyy has 
embraced, is that Ukraine will not talk with Russia about negotiations until 
all territories occupied by Russia since 2014 have been recovered. That, of 
course, is a more difficult and dangerous concept of victory and, if pursued, is 
likely to lead to a prolonged escalation of the conflict. 

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2022/nov/23/peace-talks-putin-helping-ukraine-win-war-kremlin
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2022/nov/23/peace-talks-putin-helping-ukraine-win-war-kremlin
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3. Then there is the unspoken objective, potentially being explored by the US and 
NATO, that not only should Ukraine recover all pre-2014 territory, but that this 
should be accompanied by a considerable weakening of Russia’s power base. This is 
what Putin fears. This is the most dangerous and expansive theory of victory.

Secretary Blinken Participates in a Donbas Conflict Memorial Flower Laying With Ukrainian Foreign Minister Dmytro 

Kuleba and Metropolitan Epiphaniy (51171801010).jpg

The message is clear.   “Winning” this war, whatever that means,  and with all that 
entails in terms of death, suffering, displacement and a destroyed infrastructure is a 
price worth paying.

The Ukrainian people will soon realise that, unlike the welcome given to 
Stanislaw and Gabrielle’s son after WW2, the generosity of Western countries, and 
particularly  the  UK,  will start  to wear thin when faced with tens of thousands of 
displaced people. Supplying bombs is one thing. providing sanctuary is another.
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Not the ballot box but the 
workplaces and streets!

Anarchist Communist 
Group
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Now that the billionaire Rishi Sunak is the new Prime 

Minister, with monsters like Cruella Braverman in his 

cabinet, and an obvious plan to make sure life gets worse 

for most of us on these islands, we can hear the call once again for 

an immediate election. From Starmer and Rayner in the opposition 

front benches, to the Green Party and the Liberal Democrats, and the 

nationalists of the SNP and Plaid Cymru, there is a clamour for the 

ballot boxes to be dusted off and brought out again.
This call will be repeated by the union leaders like Dave Ward of the CWU and 
Mick Lynch of the RMT. The latter has said, at a fringe event at the Labour 
congress in Liverpool, “I want the Labour party to win the next election because 

it’s in the class interests of our people to have a 
Labour government and get rid of this lot who 
are suppressing and oppressing us and ripping us 
off.” He admitted, “We remember that the last 
Labour government did not deliver a pro-worker 
agenda.” But what makes you think Starmer will 
not do the same thing, Mick?

Starmer’s record is criminal
Starmer has called for longer prison sentences for 
environmental activists. This is in line with his 
record as Director of Public Prosecutions when 
in 2011 he ran all night courts to maximise the 
number of people prosecuted after the London 

riots. He made a morale-boosting visit to Highbury Magistrates’ Court, north 
London at about 4am, during one of its night sittings at the height of the August riots, 
and later praised the efficient response to the disorder. He argued that convicting 
people of riot offences 24-48 hours after they were arrested in magistrates’ courts 
would be a deterrent to further unrest. If Starmer is elected in two years, and the 

Tony Blair, Labour Leader 1997-2005

Photo by LSE Library, via Wiki Media
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economic situation remains undoubtedly the same, then Starmer will use the same 
powers to attempt to quell any civil unrest.

At the same time the Labour leadership is holding more and more meetings with 
the heads of big business. Starmer, Rachel Reeves, the Shadow Chancellor of the 
Exchequer and the Shadow Secretary of State for Business, have all had coffee 
meetings and dinners with City executives, who are eager to meet with the new 
government in waiting. The next big event where Labour woos the top capitalists 
will be in early December at the Labour business do, with panel discussions and a 
lunch. This follows the reception at which Starmer and Reeves spoke to more than 
600 business bosses at the Labour conference in Liverpool.

The next large-scale engagement 
between the Labour leader and his 
top economic team and executives 
will take place in London in early 
December, when the party will hold 
its next ‘Labour business event’, 
featuring panel discussions and a 
lunch.

Who runs Labour?
Multinational companies like 
Siemens and Nissan, and banks 
like HSBC and Natwest, as well as 
professional services firm EY, have all 
held meetings with Labour. The chair 
of Tesco, John Allan, has endorsed 
Labour, saying that it is “the only 
team in the field” on economic policy.
It is clear that a considerable section of the ruling class has been frightened by 
the chaotic situation caused by the Tory government which has affected market 
stability and threatens widespread unrest throughout the UK. Starmer and his 
cohorts will have assured these bosses that things will be safe in his hands. He 

Image: Nat West, High Holborn by N Chadwick, CC 

BY-SA 2.0 via Wikimedia Commons
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will demobilise and defuse any movements that threaten the status quo, he 
will come down heavily on strikers, using the legislation already in place or 
about to be, and he will use draconian measures against social movements 
and indeed disaffected youth who take to the streets. He will continue with 
the austerity measures of the Tory government and the dismantling of the 
NHS. After all, previous Labour governments were the administrations that 
colluded in the destruction of the NHS. A recession is expected by four out of 
five top bosses within the next year and half of them are preparing to cut jobs. 
A CEO Outlook Survey put together by KPMG reveals that 80% of business 
executives believe this downturn will come soon, and 40% of them, here and 
abroad, have already halted hiring and around 50% were considering sackings 
in the next six months. This dire situation of increasing unemployment and 
spiralling poverty will be inherited by Labour who will rush to smother rising 
dissent.

General Election Now?
The call for an immediate election is an illusion. The Tories will not want to 
do this knowing that they will be wiped out and will delay for another two 
years. In the meantime, we have to start organising at the grassroots, uniting 
the different campaigns fighting single aspects of the economic crisis on a 
borough wide basis and looking to creating mass assemblies where resistance 
to evictions and the creation of alternative social welfare and health systems 
are considered. We should look to the example of Greece where health clinics 
along these lines have been created. These borough wide bodies should look 
to uniting those in work, the unemployed, pensioners and school and college 
students. At the same time we need to look urgently towards the creation of 
rank and file committees in the workplaces, ready to continue the strikes and 
prepared to counter the moves by union leaders to sabotage the struggles.

This sounds like a tall order, but all serious militants and activists should 
consider these ideas. We have to counter the austerity measures of the Sunak 
government, just as when Labour comes to power we know that its continuance 
of austerity must be combatted.
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Lynne Edwards interviews 
Hamza Ali Shah
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Hamza Ali Shah is a millennial of Palestinian descent in his 
twenties. He is a Muslim socialist, a London based writer and 
political researcher, who has written for @tribunemagazine 

@novaramedia @Dazes @BylineTimes @LeftFootFwd and @The_
NewArab. Hamza explained that he writes to raise awareness and 
explore matters that the mainstream media would not report on. I 
became aware of Hamza in March 2021 when he wrote a tweet that 
pointed out a very simple yet unavoidable truth.

Asked how his political opinions were formed, Hamza replied:

“I’m Palestinian so, as both my mum and dad are Palestinian, there was always 
a feeling at home that you need to have a sense of the world, to know what’s 
going on, I almost had to be political by default.” One of four children born 
and raised in the UK, for Hamza and his siblings talking about current affairs 
was a family tradition: “I picked up an interest from being really young reading 
the Mirror, the Guardian etc… although the Guardian is no longer allowed 
in our house (laughs).” The family culture was one of interest in politics, so 
Hamza picked up habits like watching News at Ten, Al Jazeera, Question 
Time, Newsnight and other current affairs programmes, as well as constantly 
asking questions. “It wasn’t a conscious choice that I became ‘plugged in’ so 
young when all those around me had an interest. In childhood, I became 
political without really knowing it, but when I went to college, then university, 
those views were sharpened. I became more knowledgeable but also more 
anti-establishment, striving for social justice and thinking more about the 
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possibility of collective prosperity.” 

One of Hamza’s early memories of resistance was aged 7 when he attended a 
protest march against the Iraq war with his family. “People were marching against 
the injustice, the imperial approach taken by the west, and I could sense a real 
purpose there. That moment was like a watershed moment for me, I felt like I 
was part of something big, a movement. I felt empowered. We were speaking out, 
resisting, being a part of raising awareness and pushing against injustice. I learnt 
then we have a duty to protest, because we can’t always sit back and accept what 
politicians say or believe the media.”

At various moments during university, Hamza was also inspired by different 
writers and economic theorists, such as Marx and Lenin. He absorbed the works 
of more recent scholars too, “like Noam Chomsky, Norman Finkelstein, who 
are also very much outspoken critics of the imperial legacy of the west regarding 
Israel and Palestine.” 

But Jeremy Corbyn had a massive impact on Hamza’s national and world view. “I 
was about 21 or 22 during the 2017 election and at that time I was just leaving 
university. I had all those theories I’d read about in my head, but always got the 
sense they were impossible to implement. Then along came Jeremy Corbyn, and 
suddenly I was thinking yes, this is acceptable, this is achievable. Corbyn was the 
turning point, he metaphorically put flesh on the bones. He went against the 
orthodoxy, giving me and others the possibility of hope.” 

“The first time I ever voted in 2015, it was Milliband and at the time I was 
happy with that. But in the two years between 2015 and 2017 I realised there 
was a big difference between what was on offer then and what Jeremy Corbyn 
offered”. Hamza felt that Corbyn’s demand for a fairer future was the key for so 
many people. By contrast and comparing the opposing stance of our ex-labour 
leader to our current political situation, Hamza feels we now have two neoliberal 
parties that essentially agree: “they have the same basic framework, but just tinker 
around the edges a bit”.

Hamza views capitalism as the pursuit of profit, and as such “it's ultimately 
about mass extraction. The thing is, yes everyone wants to make a bit of money, 
everyone wants to do well for themselves, but I think capitalism as an economic 
system is inherently dysfunctional and it just isn’t sustainable.” Hamza feels the 
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post World War ll consensus that led to a democratic capitalist orthodoxy isn’t 
sustainable because the goals of democracy and capitalism fundamentally conflict. 
“A system that allows a minority to retain power and keep hoarding the wealth, 
keep damaging the environment, creates this never-ending destructive cycle.”

On the other hand, “Socialism is one of those words that means different things 
to different people dependent upon your background or your interpretation. It’s 
about common ownership, fairness, equal opportunities, distribution of wealth 
and resources; it’s basically everything that capitalism isn’t.” Hamza said he is a 
huge fan of Gramsci, who wrote the theory of hegemony, which states the masses 
have a capitalist world view imposed on them by cultural institutions, so much 
so, most are not even aware of the alternatives. He agrees with Gramsci on “the 
need to change our mindset and our perceptions. We should all educate ourselves 
on socialist philosophies because they all resonate to some extent.” 

“The environment is the global issue that is concerning everyone currently and 
the lack of any real political concern. You don’t have to agree with the methods 
that protesters use, like what happened in the gallery with the Van Gogh painting 
for example, to recognise and support their message.” Hamza believes another 
national and international problem is the total lack of empathy shown by 
political institutions. “Look at how people are demonised or chosen to represent 
the enemy, whether it’s the working class, or whether it’s migrants, it’s a really 
worrying tactic. It’s a trend that doesn’t really fail either as there’s always someone 
to scapegoat. But the more people latch onto this simplistic rhetoric, the harder 
it is to form a robust message.” Hamza feels that the reason for a lack of empathy 
and the obvious fascist surge is that those on the right vote, they shout loud, and 
their voices are amplified by the media. Many however, “who don’t agree and are 
put off by it, don’t vote.” Hamza sees that as problematic for our democracy and 
for the future.

Hamza, who follows the Islamic faith, feels that socialism and his own religious 
beliefs are very much in tune. Some examples of the values that guide Hamza’s 
day to day actions include “putting the needs of others before my own and the 
gains of the collective over the gains of the individual. I just feel that that should 
be the ethical norm. When you’re at home your parents teach you to look after 
one another, be kind, generous, sensitive to the needs of younger and 

older siblings and the elderly. One of the worst legacies of capitalism is this idea 
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of individualism. The idea that it’s okay for some to succeed at the expense of 
others. The dog eat dog, rat race mentality.” Alternatively, “if you take a step back, 
it’s better for society if you both succeed, but with a lot less hoarding of wealth 
in the process.”Looking to the future, Hamza is afraid that people may now be 
running out of hope. “Since the 2017-2019 elections, I get the sense talking to 
family, friends, neighbours, people who aren’t even political, that we can no longer 
expect to have such high hopes for our future. That higher taxes for the rich are too 
unrealistic, we shouldn’t expect the NHS or education to be fully funded, housing 
for the homeless and feeding the poor are impossible tasks. People are falling into 

the trap that they can either have bad, or 
terrible. They’re settling for x or y because 
they’ve been told they can’t aim any higher. 
There are a minority who say, ‘just get the 
Tories out’ but it matters what Labour do, 
what they offer really does matter. Labour 
have veered so far to the right that just last 
week Starmer was saying we need to stop 
foreign workers working for the NHS… 
the leader of the opposition using that sort 
of racist language on national television!” 
Speaking to Hamza, it quickly became 
apparent that his Palestinian heritage 
and his family’s interest in politics have 
been hugely influential. A young man of 
integrity and a deep thinker from an early 
age, 

Hamza has consistently sought answers to questions on issues of global justice and 
fairness. Whilst at university he honed his knowledge regarding political philosophy 
and theory to better understand and analyse the world around him. As a Muslim, 
Hamza views his religious beliefs, and his values as a socialist, as mutually compatible. 
He has chosen to use his talent for writing to critique western capitalist orthodoxy 
and, like the initial Tweet that drew me to his work, Hamza gets directly to the crux 
of the matter and I’m looking forward to his development and future insights. 
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if you can’t get to a picket line but want to support those taking a stand 
you can donate to their hardship funds. When workers go on strike they 
do not get paid, unfortunately they still have to pay bills and eat. Do what 
you can to help them. But only if you can afford it.

RMT National Strike Fund details are here

Royal College of Nursing Strike Fund details are here

Communication Workers Union Strike Fund. You can donate to the 
union’s strike fund via PayPal here. But it knows this platform isn’t 
accessible for some people. 

Individuals can donate by making a payment to the CWU General 
Fund and referencing Welfare Fund with the payments. Payments can 
be made via bank transfer to the following account;

Sort Code: 60-83-01 – Account: 33019822Thanks to The Canary for 
this information.

https://www.rmt.org.uk/about/national-dispute-fund/
https://action.rcn.org.uk/page/117402/-/1
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=3EVU686A9QKZ6
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What we have been reading
This week Jo Buchanan shares some articles that have tickled her 
fancy in the past week or so.
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Government targeting climate activists
It is increasingly clear that the Government is targeting climate activists 
such as XR and Just Stop Oil who threaten corporate interests. https://www.
opendemocracy.net/en/climate-protesters-counter-terror-police-just-stop-oil-
intelligence-terrorism-extinction-rebellion/

Do we need growth?
Our obsession with growth is rarely questioned but we could create prosperity 
and address the climate crisis by adopting a policy of degrowth.  https://www.
nature.com/articles/d41586-022-04412-x

Kenyan woman still fighting for justice 
after brutal attacks by British soldiers

Another example of the many evil crimes that are rarely reported in our MSM. 
Kenyan women are still fighting for justice in numerous cases of brutal attacks 
by British soldiers. https://declassifieduk.org/still-no-justice-for-kenyan-women-
abused-by-uk-troops/

The Amazon has reached a tipping point
The Amazon has reached a tipping point. This article discusses plans to 
protect Amazonia and emphasises the critical role of indigenous peoples.  
httpsamazonwatch.org/news/2022/0905-amazonia-against-the-clock

Oral histories of the horrific conflict in Yemen
A book published in Arabic in 2018 and now translated into English. It contains 
oral histories which capture the essence of this horrific and often forgotten conflict. 
https://www.chathamhouse.org/publications/the-world-today/2022-12/review-
agony-yemens-forgotten-war

Information Londoners can use to advise homeless 
people

Useful information for Londoners we can use to advise homeless people. Hopefully 
similar information is available all over the country.

https://londonist.com/london/features/warm-banks-spaces-places-havens-
london-councils

SEGMENT%20-%20%20Climate%20Unspun&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Assessing%20climate%20protesters%20for%20terrorism&_kx=RCG3GYugcCUDDgCUZTYmeCxgkmxxxw7wpN_48ngwzbc%3D.YjCYwm
SEGMENT%20-%20%20Climate%20Unspun&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Assessing%20climate%20protesters%20for%20terrorism&_kx=RCG3GYugcCUDDgCUZTYmeCxgkmxxxw7wpN_48ngwzbc%3D.YjCYwm
SEGMENT%20-%20%20Climate%20Unspun&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Assessing%20climate%20protesters%20for%20terrorism&_kx=RCG3GYugcCUDDgCUZTYmeCxgkmxxxw7wpN_48ngwzbc%3D.YjCYwm
SEGMENT%20-%20%20Climate%20Unspun&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Assessing%20climate%20protesters%20for%20terrorism&_kx=RCG3GYugcCUDDgCUZTYmeCxgkmxxxw7wpN_48ngwzbc%3D.YjCYwm
SEGMENT%20-%20%20Climate%20Unspun&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Assessing%20climate%20protesters%20for%20terrorism&_kx=RCG3GYugcCUDDgCUZTYmeCxgkmxxxw7wpN_48ngwzbc%3D.YjCYwm
https://www.chathamhouse.org/publications/the-world-today/2022-12/review-agony-yemens-forgotten-war
https://www.chathamhouse.org/publications/the-world-today/2022-12/review-agony-yemens-forgotten-war
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Left Unity: a reply to Mike 
Stanton 

Richard Purdie

WITH these opening words, Mike Stanton poses a question which 
will I dare say have occupied every left activist, of every persuasion, 
and probably everyone who has ever raised their voice in protest: 

“Left Unity is urgently needed. But why is it so hard to achieve?“

Mike’s ‘historical’ approach is helpful. He traces the genealogy of today’s 
schools of socialist thought with reference to two major evolutionary 
‘branches’, identifying divergences, firstly over the nature of Russia after 
1917, and, secondly, over the potential role of the Labour Party in Britain 
(or kindred parties elsewhere) in delivering socialist transformation. 
Having thus mapped out the terrain, however, Mike proposes no solutions. 
Here, I intend both to develop his arguments, and offer solutions 
comprising the immediate and longer term tasks for socialists whose 
mission, with Mike, is to “destroy the heart of the beast that is capitalism“. 
First, a short digression. Some who desire ‘unity’ approach the various differences 

https://creatingsocialism.org/left-unity-why-is-it-so-hard-to-achieve/
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on the left, and their organisational expression in competing parties and groups, 
as though these are merely the product of pointless rivalries, inflated notions of 
self-importance or a species of political self-indulgence inimical to the broader 
interests of the working class.

Such criticisms, whilst understandable, are wrong. They are wrong because 
different political appraisals inevitably determine and precipitate different actions 
and activity for those who adopt them. If, for instance, you have concluded that 
Jeremy Corbyn was too ‘left’ or ‘radical’ to win a general election AND that 
winning one trumps all other considerations, then Keir Starmer is at last getting 
it right. But, if you begin from different premises, different assessments, then 
Starmer is not a saint but a scoundrel, a dishonest and opportunistic betrayer of 
all you had thought were Labour ‘values’ etc.

Returning to Mike Stanton, he shows how the development of Leon 
Trotsky’s thought, arrested by a Stalinist assassin in 1940, has bequeathed 
serious and fundamental divisions on the revolutionary left. Like Mike, my 
political alignment is that of the International Socialist Tendency. I will not 
deal here with Trotsky’s mistaken theory of the ‘deformed workers’ state’, 
but it is curious that Mike did not turn to Trotsky’s 1930s’ writing on the 
‘united front’ (collected as ‘Fascism, Stalinism and the United Front’) given 
their immediate and urgent relevance to the question of unity on the left. 
The united front has far wider application than Trotsky’s contemporary 
concern with defeating the rise of fascism across Europe. 
It means, and meant, unity in action among forces on the left with different political 
perspectives (including, of course, both reformist and revolutionary parties). 
In the context of the upsurge in class struggle with which Mike concludes his 
article, the relevance of united front politics could not be clearer. Socialists seek 
to draw into that struggle the widest possible forces, without first enquiring as to 
their theoretical compatibility, and without regard to whether newly politicised 
layers were first propelled by climate resistance, wage struggles, opposition to 
war, disability or LGBT+ rights, or the fight against racism and Islamophobia. 
And, as Luxemburg, Lenin and others have understood, it is in the struggle 
itself, and only there, that the relevance and power of ‘theory’ can be tested.   
Or as Marx put it in his ‘Theses on Feuerbach’ the objective truth of human 
thought was a “purely scholastic question. Man (sic) must prove the relevance 
(‘Diesseitigkeit’) of his thinking in practice.“

Right now, the test is to be found in the size, organisation and confidence of the 
nearest picket line.
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Kath Lyle has lost faith in Starmer
I don’t believe Starmer will be the champion everyone believes him to be. 
He will allow the Tories in via the back door, let’s face it he is a Tory and I 
can’t see myself voting Labour until someone convinces me he is on the side 
of the people.

By people, I don’t just mean those looking for a pay rise, I mean those who 
can’t work for whatever reason, they are the ones in dire need, those with 
children, the elderly, the disabled, those who are frightened, cold and hungry. 
We need someone to champion them! Protesting won’t work, we’ve seen the 
Bill that is being enforced, so how do we stop this Tory Dictatorship? That’s 
the million dollar question that I can’t find an answer to.

Sorry for the rant but I’ve run out of patience with false promises.

Derek McColl (via Facebook) sees a shifting 
narrative
It has become noticeable that government spokesmen are no longer saying 
the called for rises are not deserved or justified.

They now say the government cant afford it. 

How do they expect the strikers to afford to do without a rise that keeps pace 
with the cost of living expenses?

The government always find money for their favoured projects, £millions for 
armaments, plenty of money for killing, but none for living.

FEEDBACKFEEDBACK
Editor@CreatingSocialism.org



December 18th 2020

39

Lynne Edwards doesn’t expect to meet any theorists on 
the barricades
I agree with Richards conclusion (see page 36) that change will only come via ‘unity 
in action’ amongst the forces of the left. When an uprising happens it will be the grass 
roots revolutionaries and reformists leading it, not the theorists. The left MUST pull 
together and concentrate on what unites us, to create a movement that all socialists 
can support!

Download an ‘I Stand with NHS Staff’ leaflet here. 

Nigel Thomas supports the nurses
I was taking to a nurse when my dad was in hospital I noticed that 80%+ of nurses 
were from overseas? She pointed out that a nurse has to borrow £40,000+ in student 
loans to qualify for a £1700 a month job. The government has £28 billion in national 
insurance money sitting there which could cancel student debts and provide free 
training and higher wages?

My Dad paid over £50,000 in NI and was killed by NHS consultants, doctors and 
nurses poor treatment. Nobody’s taking Rhys Moggs’ private care off him why can 
he sell assets we paid for?

https://crm.keepournhspublic.com/civicrm/mailing/url?u=1412&qid=806735
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It’s the last edition of the Sunday Socialist for 2022 so I’m taking this 
opportunity to have a bit of a rant. As some of you will know, I was 
living  in Spain until the end of June. I was about to lose my job and 

become homeless and, as I have permanent residency in Spain, I could 
of course have chosen to remain there and face tough times, but decided 
to come home. Some think I’m mad for doing so at this time, with the 
worst possible government in place, but that is in fact part of the reason 
I wanted to return.

I knew about energy prices going up, the cost of living crisis, the homelessness 
epidemic and so on, and I truly thought this would be our time - a time when people 
would get off their sofas, leave their television sets, and rise up. Say “no more” - and 
I wanted to be here for it. But while some are prepared to do this - often those who 
desperately need help - others are quite content to moan to their neighbours and on 
social media. And I do not understand this. Not one bit.

While I know a revolution is out of the question - would just never happen here - 
what about a general strike? Even if 40% of the workforce downed tools and took 
to the streets, that’s about 12 million people. 12 million people refusing to work! 
And more on the streets when joined by those unable to work for various reasons. 
Even 30% is nine million. Does anybody really believe the government would not 
take notice of us? They would use the police and probably the army against us if we 
stayed out long enough, but there are more of us than there are of them.

Repeat that sentence. There are more of us than there are of them. So why are we 
continuing to just take what they dish out to us? They don’t do it all at once of 

SUSIE GRANIC

Rise Up! Be Angry!
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course, they’re clever like that. Prices increase a bit, people moan and then accept it 
and then they increase some more. Just as energy costs are increasing again in January. 
Or they say they will do something we know will be dire for us, then they do a U-turn 
and say no, we won’t raise such and such by £100 as we had said, we’ll only raise it by 
£50 - and half the nation breathes a sigh of relief and thinks how good that is, while 
the other half (at least I hope it’s half but I fear I’m overly optimistic) say “hang on, 
you’re still increasing it by £50”.  

The twentieth century brought many changes, great changes, in education, healthcare, 
social housing, the benefits system, but what has the twenty first century brought 
us?   Food banks, a healthcare service crumbling, millions living in real poverty, a 
demonisation of those on benefits and a society more divided than ever. Truly, we are 
almost in Dickensian times.

Don’t be apathetic. Be angry. 
You should be angry. 

We all should be.


