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Read online

“He’s a colleague, he’s a friend… I respect him.” – Sir Keir 
Starmer speaking about former leader Jeremy Corbyn at 
his victory address two and a half years ago.

 “I don’t see the circumstances in which he will stand at the 
next election as a Labour MP.” – Starmer speaking of Corbyn 
on BBC Radio 4 on Monday.

Starmer betrays 
his “friend”

Image: Jeremy Corbyn, CC0, via Wikimedia Commons

Sir Keir with his “friend” Jeremy at the launch of Labour’s 2019 Election campaign

https://creatingsocialism.org/starmer-rules-out-chance-of-corbyn-running-as-labour-mp/ 
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Keir Starmer making it clear that his former ‘friend’ is not welcome to stand as a 
Labour MP, as he has stood for Islington North since 1983.

Jeremy Corbyn had the whip removed and was suspended by Labour in the aftermath 
of the EHRC report in 2020. He had his party membership reinstated by the NEC 
but, although initially agreeing to his reinstatement in talks with Len McCluskey, 
Starmer, in what we now know was a foretaste of things to come, went back on his 
word and refused to readmit him to the group of Labour MPs.

In his initial response to the EHRC report, Corbyn had claimed the scale of antisemitism 
in the party had been “dramatically overstated for political reasons” by opponents 
both inside and outside Labour, including the media.

Jealousy and fear
But he later attempted to clarify his comments in a statement to the party, saying 
concerns about antisemitism are “neither ‘exaggerated’ nor ‘overstated’”. Both 
statements by the previous leader are correct, and in a sane world perhaps that would 
have been the end of it. But the five years during which Corbyn held that position 
saw a hysteria in the press and some pockets of the public – led by the media – the 
like of which we have rarely seen before, and it has simply not dissipated since he 
stepped down. Starmer could have portrayed himself as the peacemaker, readmitting 
Corbyn and offering pacifying words to those who were against him being readmitted. 
After all, he was merely a backbencher, what was the problem? Well, there’s the rub: 
Starmer is both jealous and frightened of the enormous support and love shown to his 
predecessor. Support very evident today.

A few hours after Starmer’s interview, Corbyn tweeted, in reference to a newly-
announced Labour plan for transferring power away from Westminster and in an obvious 
response to Starmer’s comments, that “a transfer of power away from Westminster to 
local communities is long overdue” and went on to say the same principles should 
apply to “our parties: members should choose their own candidates”.

Asked if he believed Corbyn could stand as an independent against a Labour candidate, 
Sir Keir told BBC Radio 4’s Today: “I can only speak for the Labour Party.” But he’s 
not is he? He is, as usual, as we have seen under his ‘new leadership’, speaking for 
himself. Much as he does when he says ‘My government’ rather than ‘ours’. Could a 
starker contrast be drawn between him and his predecessor?Bottom of Form
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PROTESTERS attempt to storm Government House 
in Mongolia as the crisis of capitalism and the climate 
catastrophe combine to wreak havoc on people’s lives 

around the world.

Mongolian 
Uprising Against 
Corrupt Regime

Read online

https://creatingsocialism.org/mongolian-uprising-against-corrupt-regime/ 
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Protests began on Sunday outside the residence of President Ujnaa Jurelsuj, 
prompted by an investigation into corruption among high ranking government 
officials and their alleged involvement in the theft of 385,000 tons of coal valued 
at some 1.8 billion dollars. Mining makes up a quarter of Mongolia’s GDP and 
the theft is equal to one sixth of GDP.

On Monday when demonstrators returned to the Mongolian capital, Ulaanbaatar 
in -21C (-6F) temperatures, police had blocked the route to the presidential 
palace so they stormed government buildings demanding “justice” against corrupt 
officials and calling for the country’s parliament to be dismissed in response to 
whistle-blower claims that politicians had systematically taken billions of dollars 
out of the country over the years.

Mongolia should be a wealthy country. It has massive mineral wealth, not just coal 
but copper and gold. The elite enrich themselves while most of the population are 
struggling with inflation at 15 per cent. Traditional nomadic herders are suffering 
most of all. Climate change has created semi-permanent drought conditions that 
are destroying their way of life. Some herders travelled to the capital to join the 
demonstrations on Tuesday, the third day of continuous protest.

The government has responded with hard-line policing and demonstrators have 
fought back. 19 police have been injured. The state-controlled media do not say 
how many demonstrators have been hurt. Only a few thousand people have been 
involved so far and the harsh weather is no doubt a factor in limiting the impact.

Sandwiched between Russia and China, Mongolia is one of the most isolated 
countries on the planet. That does not grant it immunity from the threats that we 
all face from corrupt capitalism and impending climate disaster. The Mongolian 
people are beginning to fight back, and we should all take heart from the knowledge 
that wherever you go on earth the resistance is growing.

Get the news delivered to your inbox every weekday morning.

Take out a FREE subscription to CreatingSocialism.Org now!

https://creatingsocialism.org/subscribe/

https://creatingsocialism.org/subscribe/
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SPEAKING recently Hoesung Lee, Chair of the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), 
issued yet another stark warning to the planet about 

the level of threat we now face. “The scientific evidence is 
unequivocal,” he said “Climate change has caused substantial 
damages, and increasingly irreversible losses, in terrestrial, 
freshwater and coastal and open ocean marine ecosystems.” 
This renewed warning comes as Scotland’s claim to be environmental 
leaders lay in tatters after the UK’s Committee for Climate Change report 
noted: 

“The Scottish Government has committed to extraordinary ambition to 
decarbonise the economy over the next decade, with a welcome focus on a 
fair and just transition. Key milestones are ambitious, but there is no clear 

Climate 
change: 

we’re 
doomed

Image by Gerd Altmann from Pixabay
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delivery plan on how they will be achieved and no quantification of how policies 
combine to give the emissions reduction required to meet Scotland’s 2030 target.”

Whilst the press are, rightly, pointing to the inadequacies in Scotland’s plans, they 
seem to have forgotten that in June the same committee said of the UK (for which 
read Westminster):

“In targets, the UK is indeed a world leader. However, this Progress Report reveals 
that, despite important achievements in renewable energy and electric vehicles, the 
Government is failing in much of its implementation.”

The fact is that most, if not all countries, have set ambitious targets for reduction 
which none have a realistic chance of reaching. The World Resources Institute 
estimates that even if countries met their current targets it would result in 3C of 
warming, rather than the 2C or target of 1.5C that nations had agreed in Paris in 
2015. In other words, and to quote Greta Thunberg, all we are getting is blah! blah! 
blah!

For socialists it is clear that we cannot meet these commitments based on a system 
that is dominated by economic growth. Most political parties set their stall out very 
clearly. They claim to be committed to net zero carbon by a far off date. But they 
also claim to be committed to economic growth by a closer date. In other words, 
there is a stark choice between saving the planet and saving the economy and on 
every occasion the political class, in every country, chooses the economy in the here 
and now, making it less and less likely that they can save the planet later.

Even the UK’s Green Party whose policy document on the economy states 
unambiguously that: “Continually increasing resource extraction, industrial 
throughput and waste production is entirely incompatible with ecological 
sustainability,” then goes on to argue that they “will require large and medium sized 
companies to carry out an independently audited annual audit of their social and 
environmental impact.” In other words the Greens, like all the other parties, remains 
caught in the headlights of the large corporations whose greed and irresponsibility 
has done so much to get us into this situation. Changing the economy, and saving 
the planet, cannot be done by merely asking large money-making corporations 
to create a glossy report. It can only be done by finding an alternative means of 
sustaining life that does not revolve around large corporations sucking the life out 
of every country they locate in. It means a socialist economy run for the benefit of 
all, not the profit of a few.
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PERU’S left-wing president, Pedro Castillo, has been 
removed from office and detained on charges of rebellion. 
This took place after he announced he would shut down 

congress and install a “government of exception” just hours 
before he was due to face an impeachment vote.
As is often the case, diametrically opposed versions of the events are being 
expressed on Twitter. Reality sits somewhere in the middle. Ben Norton 
tweeted, “The US embassy is pushing the narrative that Peru’s President 
Castillo launched a coup.  In reality he is the victim of a coup by the 
right-wing controlled congress. Police arrested him. Congress swore 
in a new president, Dina Boluarte, who was expelled from the leftist 
“Peru Libre” party.” The angry internet made the point that “six of the 
15 members of his own party voted to remove him, three abstained 
and three didn’t bother to show up”. Many see this as another example 
of a powerful right-wing cabal overturning a democratically elected 
leader who attempted to alter the balance of power in the interests of the 
majority.

There is no doubt that, when he was elected President of Peru last year, 
53-year-old Castillo inspired hope in many.  As a schoolteacher with no 
governmental experience he pledged that after his administration “there 
would be no more poor people”. He had risen to prominence five years 

Read online 

https://creatingsocialism.org/perus-leftist-president-deposed/
https://creatingsocialism.org/perus-leftist-president-deposed/
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earlier after he led a national teachers’ strike that forced the then Government to agree 
to pay rise demands.  However, the writing was already on the wall for his presidency 
at the time of his election.  It was fraught with tensions.  He had a wafer-thin majority 
which was bitterly challenged by his far-right opponent, Keiko Fujimori.   When 
she was forced to accept defeat she pledged to lead the great challenge of “stopping 
communism in Peru” and vowed to make Peru ungovernable. She appears to have 
largely succeeded.

Despite attempting to live his values by refusing to take the presidential salary, or 
live in the Government Palace, he was forced to make concessions from day one.  

“We are not Chavitas,” he said. “We are not communists, we are not extremists, 
much less are we terrorists.“ He was also forced to rule out the nationalisation of 
the mines and called for the long-standing central bank chief, Julio Verde, to remain 
in post.  Analysts at the time recognised that the slim majority left him with little 
room for manoeuvre.  

He described himself as “a man of work, a man of faith, a man of hope”. Sadly, 
neither work, faith nor hope have been of much help.

Whether as a result of political inexperience or the relentless and powerful onslaught 
by the opposition, his administration has been chaotic. In the first few months 
alone, there were two attempts to impeach him.  Castillo and his family have also 
been under investigation for months after repeated accusations of corruption and 
influence peddling.

Ultimately, Castillo was fighting alone without mass support.  He refused to close 
ranks with the Peruvian left and gave into the demands of the right and the US 
embassy too many times.    His demise shows, once again, the limitations of the 
parliamentary route to socialism. Castillo was not a declared socialist as such but 
he was popular with those on the left who believe that it is possible to capture state 
power and wield it for good purposes regardless of the support, or lack thereof, of 
the masses. Once again we see clearly that power does not lie in parliament. That 
simply becoming president or prime minister does not herald a new dawn unless it 
is backed up by the mass actions of the organised working class. Otherwise all you 
can do as ‘leader’ is hold the reins for the right whilst they regroup. 

In the end Castillo’s attempt to close Congress were the actions of a desperate man. 
The only winners are the Peruvian oligarchy and its US friends.  
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If you listen to politicians and media commentators, going 
on strike in the run up to Christmas is mean-spirited. 
They seem to think that workers should have a World 

War One type truce over Christmas.
Well, they are right about one thing. We are in the midst of a long 
class war, but this is no time to hold back the hurricane that the 
working class can unleash. We should remember that the World War 
One truce, which is so beloved of our media, ended very quickly and 
many of those playing football in no-man’s land did not see the next 
Christmas.

This is no time for a truce. This is no time to climb out of the trenches 
and play footsie with the bosses. They have no intention of observing a 
truce for Christmas. Rail companies are set to impose a job destroying 
package, health trusts have no intention of giving nurses or ambulance 
workers anything more than a pat on the back, university bosses are 
intent on undermining the pension rights of lecturers, Royal Mail is 
set to be sold off and workers turned into gig economy workers.

Where is the demand in our national media for a truce? Where is the 
condemnation of how unfair it is to take away a person’s livelihood? 
Why are media commentators not pointing out the mean-spiritedness 
of pushing through job cuts and cuts in living standards in the run up 
to Christmas?

It seems that talk of playing fair and not inconveniencing people 
only works one way. Workers must concede or else face the barrage of 
criticism of the massed ranks of the media. Bosses are barely mentioned 
for having been responsible for provoking these disputes in the first 
place.

WHAT WE THINK

Let it snow discontent this Christmas
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Workers have no choice but to strike to defend their pay and conditions. If asking meekly 
worked, then we would all be enjoying inflation busting pay rises in industries where 
dividend holders were the last in line for a handout. Like the weather, condemnation 
of workers is seasonal. Anybody who dares strike in the run-up to Christmas is acting, 
according to popular mythology, in a mean-spirited way.

And, to be clear, this is no longer about which establishment party inhabits Number 
Ten. This is about a social system in absolute crisis. Not just runaway inflation but a 
system that allows almost half of children to turn up to school hungry. A system that 
allows nearly 50,000 adults and children to remain homeless. A system that allows 
2.8 million elderly citizens to be terrified to put their heating on during the coldest 
months because they can’t afford the bills.

We are not fooled by the cries of Tory ministers who claim to care about their 
constituents. Nor are we fooled by an opposition party who are intent on keeping the 
Tories spending plans should they get into power in 18 months time.

This crisis has not been caused by greedy workers trying to get pay rises that keep pace 
with inflation. Nor by unions somehow holding the country to ransom. This crisis 
has been caused by the ruthless profiteering of large companies who refuse to reduce 
payouts to shareholders and instead pass on every price rise to consumers already 
struggling to make ends meet.

This crisis cannot be managed by wearing extra jumpers to keep warm, cutting out a 
meal a day to eke out your meagre rations or by a belief that politicians or bosses will 
do the right thing.

This crisis is global, deep and endemic. It is a crisis of capitalism. It is, at its root, 
a crisis of investment. It is time for workers to blow a wind of change through the 
boardrooms of industry. It is time to unleash a tornado of strikes with the intent not 
of just winning a few extra pounds in pay packets, but of bringing about substantial 
change in the way we live. Let it snow discontent this Christmas, so that next Christmas 
we can all afford to enjoy a peaceful season.

We stand shoulder to shoulder with the rail workers, postal workers, nurses, ambulance 
staff, airport baggage handlers, teachers, university lecturers and all other workers 
standing up to unscrupulous bosses and to the indifference of politicians.
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Compiled by Susie Granic

The Taliban carried out its first execution
The Taliban carried out their first pubic execution this week, underscoring 
their intention to   continue with their hard-line policies implemented 
since they took over the country in August 2021. Public floggings have 
already become almost common, but this execution of a man who was 
convicted of murder five years ago is a first but probably not the last. The 
execution was carried out with an assault rifle by the victim’s father and 
took place in western Farah province before hundreds of spectators and 
more than a dozen senior Taliban officials. The UN and human rights 
activists have expressed deep concern.

First new coal mine in 30 years to be built
On Wednesday Michael Gove gave the go-ahead for the first new coal mine 
in thirty years to be built. The mine will produce an estimated 400,000 
tonnes of greenhouse gas emissions a year, increasing the UK’s emissions 
by the equivalent of putting 200,000 cars on the road. It is said the coal 
will be used for steel making, yet most UK steel producers have rejected 
the use of the coal, which is high in sulphur and surplus to their needs, 
and most European steel makers are turning away from the use of coal and 
instead adopting green methods.

At least 9 children have died from Strep A
At least nine children across the UK have already died from complications 
caused by the Strep A infection. Health Minister Steve Barclay had said on 
Wednesday that there was no shortage of drugs (penicillin and amoxicillin) 
to treat the illness. On Wednesday Rishi Sunak said the same at PMQs. 
But pharmacists, GPs and medical groups have disputed this, saying there 
has been a shortage for six months. They have also warned this shortage 
will put further strain on the NHS as patients who cannot be prescribed 
the drugs will have to be referred to hospitals.
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£229m to be spent on anti-tank weapon.
While there is apparently no money for our vital services in what is fast becoming 
a crisis, Defence Secretary Ben Wallace has announced that £229m will be spent 
on anti-tank weapons after some of the UK’s stockpiles of the weapons were 
donated to Ukraine. Always good to see the government has the care of their 
citizens at the forefront of their policies.

New anti-union legislation threatened.
Rishi Sunak has threatened “new, tough laws to protect people” from chaos 
unfurling across the public sector, as more strikes are planned across different 
sectors. At PMQs he accused unions of making “unreasonable” requests for 
pay rises. And, as No 10 says, the government has not ruled out plans to stop 
industrial action by nurses and ambulance drivers. Those taking action can expect 
no support from Labour who will not commit to having any new anti-strike laws 
repealed, saying only, “The next Labour government will tackle the cost of living 
crisis, which is the reason these strikes are taking place.” Mealy-mouthed words 
from a mealy-mouthed opposition.
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IT IS easy to become desensitised to things that are going on. 
The temptation is to normalise things so that what would 
once have been unthinkable is now not even thought about.

There was a time when the idea that people would be allowed to go cold, 
hungry or destitute in a country which ranks as the 5th most prosperous 
in the world would have been unthinkable.

According to an i newspaper investigation, debt collecting agents, acting 
on behalf of the nation’s biggest gas and electricity companies, have been 
handed more than 490,000 warrants to force their way into properties 
since July 2021.

In one magistrates’ court 496 warrants were issue in just three minutes and 
51 seconds. This is simply rubber stamping the enforced immiserisation 
of people already victimised by a system that leaves them penniless.

At the same time any attempt to keep pace with inflation by workers has 
become normalised as ‘selfish’. Speaking on Radio 5 Live the RMT’s Mick 
Lynch faced a barrage of callers accusing the union of being selfish for 
disrupting their Christmas travel plans. What could be more selfish than 
believing that workers should accept enforced redundancies so that your 
Christmas travel plans are not disrupted?

But, again, as poverty has become normalised, so too has the idea that 
strikes should not inconvenience anybody. Nobody mentions that inflation 
is inconveniencing all of us.

Normalising Poverty
Image by Andrew Khoroshavin from Pixabay
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Cheese
Milk
Bread
Apples
Spaghetti hoops
Margarine
Baked beans
Digestives
Crisps
Corn Flakes
Fusili
Tea bags
Tomato soup
Pizza
TOTAL

Price May 
15th

Price 
today

1.89
0.95
0.55
1.19
0.13
1.09
0.22
0.39
2.79
0.55
1.29
0.95
0.45
0.99
13.43

2.69
1.30
0.72
1.49
0.16
1.29
0.26
0.45
3.49
0.63
1.59
0.99
0.49
0.99
16.54

Rise in cost of goods in our 
budget since May 15th

Percent 
rise

42.3
36.8
30.9
25.2
23.1
18.3
18.2
15.4
25.1  
14.5
23.3
4.2
8.9

0
23.2

Workers are not responsible for inflation. Inflation is measured by the amount 
prices are rising. As our table shows, and has shown since we started it in May, 
food inflation has risen steadily this year and is way above the Consumer Price 
Index measure of inflation.

For poorer households the amount spent on food is a greater proportion of income 

than for those on higher incomes. In 2019/20, 
the latest figures available from the ONS, on 
average households spent 10.8% of their income 
on food, but for what they call ‘lower income 
families’ the spend was 14.7%. This was prior to 
the huge price increases we have seen over the 
past year. By the time these figures are released, 
in two years’ time, we would expect lower income 
spend to have increased to somewhere between 
18 and 20%, whilst higher income households, 
for whom we have no official data, will see the 
proportion spent on food fall as their incomes 
continue to rise above inflation.

Of course, percentages hide almost as much 
as they reveal here. In 2019 the lowest 10% of 

earners had an average income of £13,680. Meanwhile the top 10% had average 
income, after tax, of £67,960. The average income for all earners was £28k. For what 
it’s worth the average of the top 1% was £119k.

To put this in simple terms lower income households have less money to start with 
and have to spend a greater proportion of it to afford budget food.

The answer of the government to this situation is to praise the free market and blame 
its victims for their selfishness for not being prepared to accept a clearly unequal and 
unfair distribution.

We blame capitalism because these things are not just the way things work. They are 
the way capitalism with its built-in competition and booms and busts work. They are 
not the only way we could organise our lives. But organisation is the key if we want to 
change the world to make it a better place for everyone.
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Compiled by Teodora Hansen

The strike wave is spreading like fire. There are countless 
marches, protests, meetings, picket lines, plans are laid 
and you can almost breathe the solidarity in the cold air.

Meeting of joint unions with UCEA
The joint unions (UCU, Unison, Unite, GMB, and EIS) met with 
representatives of the employers (UCEA) on Wednesday to develop a 
way forward to settle the unions’ dispute over low pay and poor working 
conditions in Higher Education. Negotiations will take place between now 
and 31 January 2023 with a view to resolving both this year’s and next 
year’s pay deals. Meanwhile members will continue to take action to keep 
up the pressure on the employers.

Ambulance Workers 
More than 1,600 workers in Unite at the West Midlands, North West and 
North East ambulance service trusts will strike on Wednesday 21 December 
2022. Unite says that the action is a ̀ stark warning’ to the government that 
it must stem the crisis engulfing the NHS following ministers’ deliberate 
12-year assault on pay. 

RCN to continue industrial action
Strikes will be taking place on the 15th and the 20th of December, 2022. 
Local strike committees have been formed to ensure that strikes are well 
planned and happen safely and effectively. They are meeting with senior 
managers and HR in advance to discuss which non-essential services can 
be withdrawn. 

The RCN has announced exemptions from taking part in the strike action 
for adult intensive care units and high dependency units, neonatal and 
paediatric intensive care units, and dialysis and chemotherapy services.

https://www.ucu.org.uk/article/12653/Important-HE-negotiations-update
https://www.unitetheunion.org/news-events/news/2022/december/over-1-600-ambulance-workers-to-strike-on-21-december/
https://www.rcn.org.uk/magazines/Action/2022/Dec/What-to-expect-on-RCN-nursing-NHS-strike-days
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Got a strike or ballot we have missed then 
let Teodora know by writing to: 

workers_united@creatingsocialism.org

RMT and ASLEF industrial 
action goes ahead

All strike action planned for December 13,14, 16 and 17 will go 
ahead. Furthermore, further strike action will take place between 
18.00 hours on December 24 through to 05.59 hours December 
27 2022. This follows the employers’ refusal to negotiate over 
terms and conditions. The RMT believes that the government’s 
insistence on Driver Only Operation has tied the employers hands 
and deliberately sabotaged a negotiated settlement. Train drivers 
in ASLEF, who have not had a pay-rise for four years, have voted 
overwhelmingly to continue strike action in a long-running row 
over pay. 

CWU – Royal Mail strikes continue 
With Royal Mail bosses digging their heels in and threatening to 
sack posties in the new year, CWU members across the country will 
be walking out on six more dates in the run-up to Christmas.

Over 2000 firefighters and control 
staff rally in Westminster

On 6 December, over 2,000 firefighters and control staff from 
across the UK assembled in Westminster to show their opposition 
to the 5% pay offer which is well below inflation. MPs including 
Zarah Sultana and Jeremy Corbyn addressed the crowds, as well as 
FBU general secretary Matt Wrack and several FBU officials and 
members. After the rally firefighters and control staff marched to 
Parliament to lobby their MPs on the issue of pay.

https://www.rmt.org.uk/news/rmt-rail-strike-update/
https://www.nationalworld.com/news/uk/royal-mail-strikes-dates-2022-cwu-december-christmas-eve-pay-3888690
https://twitter.com/fbunational/status/1600165020427440138
https://twitter.com/fbunational/status/1600165020427440138
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Question this week: Can we live without money?

EdgeNotes
In the modern world a number of individuals and small 
communities have managed to detach themselves from the 
sense of security that money brings. Existing without money is 
certainly possible. Some make commitments to an ecological 
lifestyle, or working for free lodging and food. Many rely on 
bartering, but there is a difficulty as they may barter goods or 
services with people who are heavily dependent on money. 
Furthermore, a meaningful life is so often community centred, 
taking part in community activities and groups, such as those 
who are working to bring an end to capitalism! Discovering 
a community that you can engage with gives human beings 
a sense of belonging and offers meaning and purpose to daily 
life. Certainly, for me, at the present time, this is an essential 
part of being alive. 

Jo Buchanan

Consider a dystopian film where the protagonist believes 
they are the last person left on Earth. They have the choice 
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between walking in to Barclays and helping themselves to the 
content of the vault. Or walking into the Sainsburys next door 
and taking all the tinned food on their shelves. They would 
have to be insane to choose the money. You can't eat money; 
you can't even burn it these days. Money is important in a 
capitalist society only because it embodies a symbolic value of 
exchange. And what is it a symbol of? Basically it is value not 
of a particular good but of the labour expended in creating 
that good. All money is, at the end of the day, no more than a 
representation of your labour staring back at you as something 
alien and, at times, threatening. I'm sure we could live without 
that.

Dave Middleton

My first job interview was as a trainee in an accountant’s office. 
They asked me what I thought the future of money would be. 
I replied that in the future we would have a classless society 
that had no need for money. So they decided they had no 
need for me! 

Mike Stanton

Next week’s Question. “Is a working class hero, something to be” - Send 
answers no longer than 150 words to :

mike.stanton@creatingsocialism.org by Wednesday, 14 December.
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For a moment I thought the advent of Rishi Sunak as 
the UK’s latest Prime Minister might herald a turning 
point in the UK’s response to climate change. It lasted 

long enough for him to reinstate the ban on fracking at his 
first PMQs. Any optimism I might have entertained did not 
survive his initial hesitation about attending COP27. He 
changed his mind when he realised his absence would go down 
badly with many potential Tory voters. That an administration 
so catastrophically compromised as this one should have 
considered ignoring ethical standards for holders of high office 
is disappointing, but not in any way surprising.

Image by Frauke Riether from Pixabay

The Climate Crisis Must 
Be Part Of Our Fight 

Against Austerity

Adam Colclough

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/live/uk-politics-63375473
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The COP26 summit was held in Glasgow, with then Prime Minister Boris Johnson 
mugging frantically for the cameras and Rishi Sunak himself leading a debate 
on climate finance. How things have changed in the space of a year. That Sunak 
contemplated failing to attend COP27 indicated that he, and by extension the 
UK, believed we had nothing to contribute to a transnational debate on the biggest 
threat we as a species face. This suggested, as Carlos Fuller, the ambassador to the 
UN for Belize told the Guardian, that the government is “washing their hands of 

President.am, CC BY-SA 3.0, via Wikimedia Commons

leadership”. This time round and with his feet under his former boss’s desk, Sunak 
initially declined to attend, claiming that he was focussing on the financial crisis at 
home instead. A major plank of the response to this, it would seem, is handing out 
new licences to drill for oil and gas along with tax breaks for fossil fuel producers. 

COP26, COP27 but where’s the action?
The focus of our Prime Minister has moved on, but the threat posed by climate change 
has not of course disappeared. This fact was attested to by climate scientists warning 
that record high temperatures across Europe this summer, along with disastrous floods 
in Pakistan and other examples of extreme weather, suggest we have almost reached 
the ‘tipping point’. Michael E Mann, a climatologist at Pennsylvania University, told 
the  Guardian, “Many of the impacts of climate change such as increased weather 
extremes are now playing out faster than predicted”. A report from the United 
Nations confirmed that it looks as if there is “no credible pathway” to keep global 
temperature rise below the key threshold of 1.5°C, thanks to governments around the 
world introducing carbon reduction plans it described as “woefully inadequate” since 
COP26. Speaking on the BBC, UN Secretary General  António Guterres  said the 

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/oct/30/global-anger-at-sunaks-cop27-snub-that-raises-fears-over-uks-climate-crisis-stance?utm_term=635f722738cb08d453f38d17165904f2&utm_campaign=FirstEdition&utm_source=esp&utm_medium=Email&CMP=firstedition_email&link_id=8&can_id=8bc5e413fe5b14a23ca14eb06da17776&email_referrer=email_1722287&email_subject=green-party-morning-briefing-monday-31-october
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/oct/30/cop27-climate-summit-window-for-avoiding-catastrophe-is-closing-fast?link_id=10&can_id=8bc5e413fe5b14a23ca14eb06da17776&source=email-green-party-morning-briefing-friday-28-october&email_referrer=email_1722287&email_subject=green-party-morning-briefing-monday-31-october
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-63407459?link_id=7&can_id=8bc5e413fe5b14a23ca14eb06da17776&source=email-green-party-morning-briefing-thursday-27-october&email_referrer=email_1719642&email_subject=green-party-morning-briefing-friday-28-october
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-63407459?link_id=7&can_id=8bc5e413fe5b14a23ca14eb06da17776&source=email-green-party-morning-briefing-thursday-27-october&email_referrer=email_1719642&email_subject=green-party-morning-briefing-friday-28-october
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-63403323
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world needed to re-focus on climate change or face catastrophe.

Hardly the moment for the UK, a nation with a permanent seat on the UN 
Security Council, to be stepping away from its responsibilities. A cynic might 
be forgiven for thinking that we like playing the role of world power when it 
involves grandstanding, but not when we must step up and show leadership. 
The cynic might just have a point too, as, under Boris Johnson, Liz Truss and 
now Rishi Sunak, the Conservatives have form for consistently failing to provide 
leadership, usually with disastrous consequences. In relation to climate change, 
these play out on a global and national scale, with working people bearing the 
brunt.

The V20, an organisation of 20 nations most at risk from climate change and 
least able to cope with the resulting harm, planned to use the COP27 summit 
to call for wealthy countries to do more to help them cope with the ‘loss and 
damage’ they will experience. At the end of summit the world’s nations agreed to 
set up a fund which is intended to help vulnerable countries cope with climate 
disasters. In the UK Save the Children have identified a direct link between the 
climate crisis and that associated with the cost-of-living, linking mitigating the 
impact of both to investment in insulating homes, improving public transport, 
building a green economy, and reviving neglected neighbourhoods.

A fight to the death
Needless to say these priorities are an anathema to hard-line neoliberal ideologues 
amongst whom Rishi Sunak is happy to number himself. Investing in social and 
economic infrastructure at home or international development is a threat to their 
share options. That is why forcing our government to take meaningful action 
on climate change must be part of our fight for social and economic justice. A 
decade of austerity and, before that, forty years of neoliberalism have created 
yawning inequalities. The time has come to take the climate justice struggle 
to the picket lines, to demand that the new green economy is a unionised 
one that benefits those who build it through their labour, not those who buy 
their way in using capital. Capitalism, and the false needs it has created, have 
impacted disastrously on the natural world. That must inform the struggle for 
environmental justice at home and abroad.

This is both a fight for quality of life, and the continuance of life; it is one that 
can only be won if we are united. 

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/oct/17/rich-countries-must-urgently-help-poor-nations-hit-by-climate-crisis-says-v20
https://www.savethechildren.org.uk/blogs/2022/poverty-climate-crisis-link-between-them
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Left Unity is urgently needed. But why is it so hard to 
achieve? Dave Middleton recently asked a similar question 
in What happened to the Left? Like him I have taken a 

historical approach to understanding why we are so divided. 
I agree with Dave and think the two articles should be taken 
together. For as long as I can remember two political questions 
have been bones of contention on the Left.

Image by Anja from Pixabay

Left Unity – Why Is It So 
Hard to Achieve?

Mike Stanton

https://creatingsocialism.org/whatever-happened-to-the-left/
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Russia
The first is Russia. The Russian Revolution 
had a dramatic effect on the Left in the UK. 
It gave rise directly to the establishment of 
a Communist Party in Britain which saw 
Bolshevik Russia as ‘our Russia’, a bulwark 
against capitalism and especially fascism. As 
revolution receded and fascism advanced 
across Europe, ‘Defence of the Soviet 
Union’ became a clarion call for many, even 
if they never joined the CP. And just about 
everybody agreed that the Soviet Union 
embodied the ideas of Karl Marx.

Unpalatable truths about Russia under Stalin 
began to emerge, starting with the Hitler/

Stalin pact on the eve of World War 2 and continuing with the establishment of 
Russian satellite states in Eastern Europe, where dissent was brutally suppressed 
(Berlin 1953, Hungary 1956, Czechoslovakia 1968). These events were seized upon 
by Labourites to discredit not only the Soviet Union but also the revolutionary 
ideas of Karl Marx. The failings of Soviet Russia were laid directly at his door.

The Labour Party
The Russian Revolution also gave rise to the modern Labour Party. Before the 
revolution Labour was not so much a party as a means of electing Labour MPs, 
sometimes in co-operation with the Liberal Party. It had affiliates like the trade 
unions, the Co-operative Society and various left groups. Even the fledgling 
Communist Party tried to affiliate!

But the Labour Party was not itself a mass membership organisation. This all 
changed with the Russian Revolution. A new constitution was written by the 
Fabian, Sydney Webb. Hundreds of Constituency Labour Parties were established, 
and membership was opened up to all those who had a vote and agreed with 
the Labour Party programme. Extending the suffrage had doubled the electorate 
to sixteen million, including six million newly enfranchised women. This was a 
deliberate strategy to organise the Labour vote and draw in socialist voters who 
might otherwise have joined the Communist Party. It is telling that they had no 

http://webbs.library.lse.ac.uk/124/1/NewConstitutionOfTheLabourParty1918.pdf
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interest in the disenfranchised, the 43% of women who were deemed too young 
or poor to vote.

Labour used Clause 4 to present itself as a democratic socialist party, while never 
formally adopting socialism. But it encouraged a belief that became another bone 
of contention for socialists. The state was seen as essentially neutral, and a duly 
elected Labour Government would have the power to introduce its programme 
without recourse to revolution.

Trotskyism
I came into socialist politics as a teenager in the 1960s. I joined the International 
Socialists (IS) and discovered that it was possible to be a revolutionary socialist, 
to oppose western capitalism and still be critical of Russia. IS belonged to the 
Trotskyist tradition that stood by the ideas of Marx and Engels and defended the 
Bolshevik Revolution but argued that things had gone badly wrong under Stalin.

Orthodox Trotskyists stood by Trotsky’s own definition of Russia as a degenerated 
workers’ state that could be reformed without another revolution. And in a clash 
between Russia and the west these Trotskyists would always back Russia. But what 
about those countries in Eastern Europe that were part of the Soviet Bloc but 
had never had a revolution? Their socialism had been won, not by a proletarian 
revolution, but by the Red Army when it liberated them from the Nazis. They had 
never had a chance to degenerate. Their socialism was handed to them, albeit with 
bureaucratic deformations. Hence, they were described as ‘deformed’ workers 
states.

IS was not orthodox even though 
it had started that way. It’s leading 
member, Yigael Glückstein, was 
a Jewish Trotskyist who had been 
forced to leave Israel because of his 
open support for the Palestinian 
cause. In the UK he adopted the 
name of Tony Cliff.

Cliff wrote a study on Russia to 
defend Trotsky’s definition of 
Russia as a workers’ state that had 
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degenerated under Stalin’s rule. Trotsky could not write it himself because he had 
been assassinated by one of Stalin’s agents in Mexico in 1940. But Cliff was in for a 
surprise. His research led him to conclude that the working class no longer had any 
democratic control in Russia.

The state might control all the factories and 
resources. But who controlled the state? 
According to Cliff the bureaucracy who ran 
the Communist Party in Russia was the new 
ruling class. It was as if a giant corporation 
owned and ran a whole country. Private 
capitalism had been abolished in Russia 
to be replaced by state capitalism. By that 
reckoning the deformed workers’ states in 
Eastern Europe could not be socialist either.

This was the start of a series of divisions 
in the Trotskyist movement. They often 
concerned those countries that claimed to 
be socialist but were not part of the Soviet 
Bloc. Tito had steered Yugoslavia clear of 
Russian domination after WW2. Hurrah 
for Tito! But he had also presided over the 

brutal suppression of Trotskyists in Yugoslavia. Down with Tito!

Sometimes the divisions were over the socialist credentials of those leading national 
liberation struggles against colonial oppression. Opposing the USA in the Vietnam 
War was a no brainer for the left. But did that mean you had to defend everything 
that the North Vietnamese government was doing?

Part of the problem was that Trotsky had died in 1940, and subsequently WW2 
had thrown up all sorts of complicated questions for socialists that had not been 
concerns during his lifetime. I understand that people did not want to criticise 
Trotsky, who had stood, almost alone, against the onslaught of Stalinism and had 
done so with great physical and intellectual courage.

But the whole history of the socialist movement is about learning from the insights of 
past leaders and using their methods to glean fresh insights and take the movement 
forward. As soon as you begin to treat their writings as holy writ and try to fit their 
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words to every fresh problem, you risk degenerating into a sect. It is the difference 
between asking “What did Trotsky say?” and asking, “What would Trotsky say if 
he knew what we know now?”

Maoism
The other great rift in the socialist tradition occurred with the Maoist victory 
in China. China had nearly enjoyed a successful socialist revolution in 1927. 
By then Stalin had control of both Russia and the international communist 
movement. In direct contradiction to Trotsky’s theory of permanent revolution, 
he judged that China needed to achieve a bourgeois revolution first and that the 
Communist Party in China should therefore modify their actions and cooperate 
with the nationalist Kuomintang led by Chang Kai-shek.

Hundreds of thousands of workers  were 
massacred by the Kuomintang to suppress 
the revolution. What was left of the Chinese 
Communist Party rallied around Mao Zedong 
who retreated to the countryside. He built a 
peasant army that fought an extended guerrilla 
war against both the Kuomintang and Japanese 
invaders that resulted in the People’s Republic 
of China in 1949. Was China now a workers 
state? Hardly. Mao had triumphed militarily 
but the Chinese working class had played no 
part in his success. They would now be ruled 
over by the Chinese Communist Party, just 
as the working class in the Soviet Union was 
ruled over by the Russian Communist Party. 

Mao’s success provided the inspiration for similar movements engaged in anti-
colonial struggles around the world. It also led to the establishment of Maoist 
parties in the West. They describe themselves as Marxist-Leninist and view the 
socialist tradition almost like an apostolic succession. Marx-Engels-Lenin-Stalin-
Mao. Following the break with Stalin under Khrushchev, the Maoist parties 
turned against Russia and promoted Chinese communism and ‘Mao Zedong 
Thought’. Inevitably, after Mao’s death in 1976, the Maoist movement split 
between those who supported his successors and those who denounced them for 
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betraying his legacy.

The Left Today
All these socialist tendencies can still be found in the UK. We have a Communist 
Party, a handful of Marxist-Leninist Parties. The Socialist Party is the inheritor 
of the orthodox Trotskyist tradition. The SWP is the direct descendant of the 
International Socialists. Taken together with all the smaller groups on the left they 
count their combined membership in thousands, their supporters are in the tens 
of thousands. None of them have ever approached the hundreds of thousands 
who flocked to the Labour Party under Corbyn.

Jeremy Corbyn campaigning in Bristol in 2019 Image courtesy of Jeremy Corbyn

But the Communist Party had led the way in building its strength in the trade 
unions and winning union positions even when it was performing badly in 
parliamentary elections. By contrast, Corbynism was focused almost exclusively 
on winning elections. That was its downfall. When the unholy alliance of right-
wing Labourites and Tory press barons sabotaged Corbyn’s election chances there 
was no extra-parliamentary focus to hold his supporters together.

Hundreds of thousands who supported Labour because of Corbyn’s vision of 
democratic socialism now feel lost and betrayed by the machinations of the 
Parliamentary Labour Party and its allies who control and manipulate the internal 
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organisation of the party, while announcing policies whose sole aim is to attract 
Conservative voters. Little wonder that many of Corbyn’s supporters now find 
themselves politically homeless.

For socialists this raises a number of questions.

• Can the left ever win control of the Labour Party and usurp the authority of 
the anti-socialist MPs and bureaucrats who dominate it today?

• Even if we succeed, will following a strategy to deliver socialism via the ballot 
box be allowed by the vested interests of the UK state?

• If we reject that option, are any of the legacy organisations from a hundred 
years of class struggle a viable option to lead the next phase of the struggle?

• If not, how do we organise to overthrow capitalism before it destroys the 
world in a climate catastrophe or a nuclear holocaust?

The Future
Although my own political sympathies are fairly obvious, I hope this account 
is not taken in a sectarian way. All the groups and tendencies I have discussed, 
and the many I have not discussed – anarchism and syndicalism for example – 
consist of people who have shown great courage, self-sacrifice, dedication and 
commitment to the cause of socialism. If they have been found wanting, so have 
I.

As for the future, working class people and their allies amongst the oppressed 
are fighting back. The current strike wave has placed class struggle back on the 
agenda. Climate crisis resistors like Just Stop Oil and Extinction Rebellion are 
building mass campaigns. They are using tools like social media undreamed of 
by Marx or Lenin or Trotsky. But they each would recognise the courage of 
this new generation of activists and seek to learn from its creativity in finding 
new methods of struggle and new forms of organisation that, together with the 
rich lessons from our history, might finally destroy the heart of the beast that is 
Capitalism.

https://creatingsocialism.org/
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Breathe

“So,” you ask, “Why would I treasure life?”

Well, let me take a breath….

That’s better.

A slow, soft inhalation.

A slow, soft exhalation.

Calm.

Steady.

WHY TREASURE 
LIFE

Luke Andreski

Image by Pexels from Pixabay
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Restorative.
Who doesn’t treasure this?

Try not breathing for a bit.

Then a little longer.

And longer still. (Please don’t try this often or for very long. Hypoxia can cause long-term harm.)

Then tell me you don’t treasure life.

The tortoise and the hare

But that, of course, is just your own life.

Have you ever looked closely at other living things?

At their marvellous interdependence? At their astounding complexity?

A tortoise?

A hare?

The 7,000,000 species of bug?

Have you ever considered how simple, 
unassuming lifeforms create environments 
in which other, more complex life can 

flourish?

Colony
Life colonises the bleak barren wastelands of the inorganic and makes them habitable.

That’s one of life’s great traits.

In fact, the simpler the lifeform, the more likely it is to contribute to this.

Bacteria.

Algae.

Moss.

Grass.

They colonised this planet in preparation for the rest of us.

Image by nathalieburblis from Pixabay

https://www.albany.edu/faculty/rgk/atm101/ozone.htm 


December 11th 2022

32

We should be grateful.

We should count ourselves lucky, with friends like these.

Just like us

Take a long hard look at an ant.

Or a spider.

Each tiny limb.

Eyes. Head.

The ant or the spider… 

They go about their everyday 

existence… Doing stuff. 

Trying to live.

Staying alive.

Trying to survive.

Just like us.

Fellow creatures
They’re so beautiful, our fellow creatures. Even the ones who seem ugly at first sight 
– the ones who seem the most alien – even they have things about them which are 
beautiful.

Look any creature in the eye (if they have an eye) – even a moth or a beetle – and tell 
me there’s nothing beautiful or wonderful to be seen in their eyes.

They’re alive.

Every single creature: unique and extraordinary.

Each one unrepeatable.

Each one in possession of its own identity.

The amoeba

Everything that lives has identity.

Even an amoeba knows – in a sense of the word – that it’s alive.

Image by Albrecht Fietz from Pixabay
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Each amoeba has a boundary where it stops and whatever it’s not begins.

Like our skin.

Amoebas react to change. They try to survive. They reproduce. They move. They ‘eat’ 
stuff.

Just like us.

A tree knows it’s alive. It has a boundary where tree ends and non-tree begins. It reacts 
to change. It perpetuates itself. It reproduces.

Just like us.

The hook and the net

A fish knows it’s alive. When the hook is torn from its mouth or it flounders in the net 
it feels pain, desperation. It struggles to survive.

How can you doubt it?

Wouldn’t you feel the same?

Sentience and self-consciousness are only gradations of identity. Identity and being do 
not require thought.

Anthropomorph
To assign a sense of agency or self-hood to the 
very simplest life is not anthropomorphic. 
It’s not that all life is ‘cuddly’ or sits around 
and ponders, hand to chin, like Rodin’s 
The Thinker… It’s more that self-hood 
is a characteristic which defines living 
creatures. Every living creature is a ‘self ’, 
with a purpose entirely of its own.

A ‘sense of self ’ may be utterly basic and reactive, or it may be complex and conscious… 
but it’s a sliding scale, a matter of degree. Consciousness didn’t erupt from nowhere 
with a euphoric shout of “I AM!”

Just like the eye, or the hand, the perception of self-hood evolved, became more 
complex, until at last becoming a water-cooler topic (“Do animals have feelings? Can 

Image by Alexandria from Pixabay
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they think?”) for creatures like us, who enjoy playing games with words.

Thinking about thinking
Some forms of life think. Some forms of life even think about thinking. (That’s us in 
a nutshell…)

Some lifeforms only feel.

Some life is slow. Some lives are fleeting.

But all life seeks to preserve itself, is intent on perpetuating life, evolves.

Treasure this

We’re not separate from, superior to or above all life. We are one embodiment of life 
among others. All of us. The whole of humanity. We’re all part of life on Earth.

So… treasure life?

Treasure all the life that inhabits this wonderful planet?

Why wouldn’t we?

Download an ‘I Stand with NHS Staff’ leaflet here. 

https://crm.keepournhspublic.com/civicrm/mailing/url?u=1412&qid=806735
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Israel trying to control the media
Another example of Israel trying to control the media as they wish to ban Al 
Jazeera from the country.  https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/12/7/israels-
ben-gvir-calls-for-expulsion-of-al-jazeera-journalists

Al  Jazeera submits the case of killing 
of Shireen Abu Akleh to ICC

And related to the story above. Al Jazeera submits the case of Shireen Abu Akleh’s 
killing to the International Criminal Court (ICC) in The Hague.  https://
network.aljazeera.net/en/press-releases/al-jazeera-media-network-refers-israeli-
occupation-forces-international-criminal

Protests in Iran
An interesting look at what’s happening with the protests in Iran, and the ‘morality 
police’. https://www.france24.com/en/middle-east/20221206-iran-s-protest-
movement-the-tipping-point-hasn-t-been-reached-but-it-isn-t-far-away

Climate change worldwide
For a look at the effects of climate change around the world this is quite fascinating, 
from the NY Times. https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2021/12/13/
opinion/climate-change-effects-countries.html?action=click&pgtype=Article&
state=default&module=styln-op-climate&variant=1_opinion&region=MAIN_
CONTENT_1&block=storyline_opinion_swipe_test_recirc

Beautiful Nicaragua
Not a brilliant story (it’s The Telegraph!!) but having spent time in Nicaragua 
I flipped for the pictures. If you’ve never been, read it. A beautiful country 
with wonderful people. https://www.msn.com/en-gb/travel/news/nicaragua-is-
central-americas-overlooked-paradise/ar-AA14H7KU

What we have been reading
This week Susie Granic has been scouring the internet for interesting 
articles.

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/12/7/israels-ben-gvir-calls-for-expulsion-of-al-jazeera-journalists
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/12/7/israels-ben-gvir-calls-for-expulsion-of-al-jazeera-journalists
https://network.aljazeera.net/en/press-releases/al-jazeera-media-network-refers-israeli-occupation-forces-international-criminal
https://network.aljazeera.net/en/press-releases/al-jazeera-media-network-refers-israeli-occupation-forces-international-criminal
https://www.france24.com/en/middle-east/20221206-iran-s-protest-movement-the-tipping-point-hasn-t-been-reached-but-it-isn-t-far-away
https://www.france24.com/en/middle-east/20221206-iran-s-protest-movement-the-tipping-point-hasn-t-been-reached-but-it-isn-t-far-away
https://www.france24.com/en/middle-east/20221206-iran-s-protest-movement-the-tipping-point-hasn-t-been-reached-but-it-isn-t-far-away
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2021/12/13/opinion/climate-change-effects-countries.html?action=click&pgtype=Article&state=default&module=styln-op-climate&variant=1_opinion&region=MAIN_CONTENT_1&block=storyline_opinion_swipe_test_recirc
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2021/12/13/opinion/climate-change-effects-countries.html?action=click&pgtype=Article&state=default&module=styln-op-climate&variant=1_opinion&region=MAIN_CONTENT_1&block=storyline_opinion_swipe_test_recirc
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2021/12/13/opinion/climate-change-effects-countries.html?action=click&pgtype=Article&state=default&module=styln-op-climate&variant=1_opinion&region=MAIN_CONTENT_1&block=storyline_opinion_swipe_test_recirc
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2021/12/13/opinion/climate-change-effects-countries.html?action=click&pgtype=Article&state=default&module=styln-op-climate&variant=1_opinion&region=MAIN_CONTENT_1&block=storyline_opinion_swipe_test_recirc
https://www.msn.com/en-gb/travel/news/nicaragua-is-central-americas-overlooked-paradise/ar-AA14H7KU
https://www.msn.com/en-gb/travel/news/nicaragua-is-central-americas-overlooked-paradise/ar-AA14H7KU
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FEEDBACKFEEDBACK
Editor@CreatingSocialism.org

Richard Purdie points out that we ignored Labour’s long history of racism

The Sunday Socialist editorial ( 4.11.2022 ) asks ‘Is Labour now a racist endeavour?’ 
The analysis which follows is guilty of ignoring Labour’s very long history of ‘racist 
endeavour’, and of suggesting that the party had at some earlier point held positions 
of principled anti - racism, thus arriving at the conclusion that a ‘vote for Labour 
now is a vote for a party that no longer has anti-racism at its core’.

The article supports the idea that the leopard had recently changed its spots by 
visiting the damning revelations of the Forde Report, and then Al Jazeera’s broadcast 
of ‘The Labour Files’ ( 25 - 30 September ‘22 ) which, it suggests, may have offered 
a ‘first inkling’ of Labour racism.”

This is a gross distortion, and whitewash, of Labour’s sordid history of playing the 
race card in order to court votes and, just as under Starmer, the political arena for 
doing so has always been the question of immigration and migrant workers.

My own ‘Labour files’ record that Labour’s 1964 manifesto stated ‘Labour accepts 
that the number of immigrants entering the United Kingdom must be limited’ and 
promised that ‘a Labour government will retain immigration control’.

Lest there be doubt as to the abject political opportunism being embraced, Richard 
Crossman wrote the following a year later as a Cabinet Minister in Harold Wilson’s 
first government: ‘ since the Smethwick election it has been quite clear that 
immigration can be the greatest potential vote - loser for the Labour Party if we are 
seen to be permitting a flood of immigrants to come in and blight the central areas 
of all our cities’. ( 5.2.1965 )

This is well before Enoch Powell, before Thatcher, and before Farage, but Labour 
politics doubtless assisted all three.

And so the thread continued Not forgetting Gordon Brown’s disgraceful ‘British 
jobs for British workers!’

Labour’s Racist Past
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Nigel Thomas wants us to end our obsession with Marx after reading “Utopian 
socialism: then and now”

Marx very much used the pseudo science he made up to beat up what he called 
utopian socialists, many of whom gave him the fundamental ideas he elaborated.

Marx has some interesting theories, but the way he and his followers use them as a 
club to beat people is very problematic and, in my view, is the reason elites were able 
to seize control in all “Marxist” countries.

It’s time to end this religious zeal that Marxists have. He had many flaws, as do all 
philosophers. I’m working class with a working class education and Das Capital 
is so difficult to read. Besides, how would it help me? Time to learn to speak to 
ordinary people.

Lynne Edwards thinks that philosophy may be stopping us from uniting after 
reading "Left Unity – Why Is It So Hard to Achieve?"

I enjoyed your piece Mike especially the acknowledgement that it shouldn’t be taken 
in a sectarian way. I agree. But not everyone who is a socialist has studied the works 
of people like Marx or Engels, Lenin or Trotsky. So, if philosophies generally divide 
people into camps of differing opinion, shouldn’t we also be looking at what unites 
us as socialists, as well as what divides us?

Time to forget Marx?

Is philosophy dividing us?

It is important for socialists to be aware, also, of the close linkage between racism 
and nationalism; the two things are mutually sustaining and mutually reinforcing. 
It is no accident that the visual image of every fascist or far right demonstration is a 
forest of Union Jack flags.

Which brings us to the fashionable ‘left’ Labour notion of a ‘progressive patriotism’ 
proposed not only by Campaign Group MPs ,like Rebecca Long-Bailey, but rehearsed 
on Labour’s front bench.

It should by now be clear that ‘progressive patriotism’ is a perfect oxymoron. 
Nationalism and ‘patriotism’ are weapons in the hegemonic arsenal of the ruling class 
whose purpose is to create a fictitious community of interest between the working 
class and its capitalist exploiters.

https://creatingsocialism.org/utopian-socialism-then-and-now/
https://creatingsocialism.org/utopian-socialism-then-and-now/
https://creatingsocialism.org/left-unity-why-is-it-so-hard-to-achieve/
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An unexpected intervention
Palestinian solidarity campaigner Ann Marcial tells Sunday 
Socialist about some unexpected support for the Palestinians

Ann Marcial is no stranger to campaigning. She has been 
active in the socialist movement since the 80s when she 
became involved with CND and started supporting the 

Greenham Common protest. Fighting against injustice is her 
passion and particularly, of late, the cause of the Palestinians.
“Palestine is a subject I feel very passionate about,” she says. “In solidarity 

with the Palestinian people, I fly a large flag outside my front door.” 

Ann is not a person to sit down and watch injustice happen, so each 
fortnight she is one of a small group of people in Eastbourne who staff 
the Palestine Solidarity Campaign. Reaction to the stall is mixed – most 
people are very supportive but there is occasional hostility.

“It is usual for us to have abuse hurled at us from one woman. When 
she sees us she shouts, ‘Baby killers’ and ‘Jews have a birthright to be in 
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Palestine’.” Ann adds with a smile, “It’s difficult to hear everything as she glides past 
on her broom stick.”

At their last stall on November 26th, the half dozen or so activists were taking part in 
a national day of protest against Barclays Bank because of their “financial links with 
arms companies supplying Israel with deadly weapons which are then used against 
Palestinians. These banks and arms companies are profiting from violence and the 

oppression of Palestinians.”

Ann, a Barclays customer, went inside 
to deliver her letter asking for Barclays 
to disinvest from Israel. The manager 
of the bank came outside and took 
photos of the protesters. At around the 
same time the hostile woman appeared 
to start hurling abuse at Ann and her 
comrades. 

As Ann explains, the group never 
responds in kind.

“We say she is our best recruiter and 
one of our group thanks her. She tries to talk to younger people, some doing A levels 
for instance, and heavily criticises us in the process.  They will then come to the stall to 
ask us for information or they repel her advances as they know about apartheid Israel.”

On this particular day the manager of the bank came out as an altercation was taking 
place and, naturally, the group expected her to support the woman. “Suddenly we 
realised the bank manager was a few feet in front of our stall looking towards this 
Zionist woman, then she made a call. She approached us and said she had called the 
police because that dreadful woman was shouting racist language and inciting hate. 
She asked us if we would be witnesses.  She also said that, if she wasn’t in uniform, 
she would stand with us. This gave us all an enormous boost as we imagined Barclays 
would be annoyed by us being there.”

When the police arrived the group received more unexpected support. “They spoke to 
the manager first, then she brought them over to us. She told the officers that we were 
lovely people and were being abused by this woman. The police asked one of the group to 
accompany him to speak to the woman who was now quite a distance from us. The member 
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who accompanied him 
was a Palestinian who 
was delighted at the 
police intervention. 
When our Palestinian 
member returned, he 
told us the woman 
denied everything in, 
dare I say, true Christian 
fashion, but was warned 
she would be reported 
and, if it happens again, 
she would be arrested. 
He also told her she was 
told not to come near 
our stall.”

The group was 
delighted with their 
day’s campaigning and 
the support from these 
unexpected sources. 

https://www.palestinecampaign.org/

“We were so pleased with the whole chain of events and the fact that we had a lot of 
people coming to the stall and donating money. Even the weather was kind to us as 
we’d expected rain.”

Campaigning can be hard work, but it can also be great fun. Developing a sense of 
solidarity and comradeship with fellow campaigners makes the hardships worthwhile 
and, as Ann discovered, support can come from unexpected sources.

Why don’t you get in touch with your local Palestine Solidarity Campaign group, if 
you have not already done so, by contacting them via the PSC website: 

Hostile woman on the right is spoken to politely by PSC campaigner

https://www.palestinecampaign.org/
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There is a theory on the left that Britain never finished its transition 
from a feudal economy to capitalist economy and this is reflected 
in various constitutional hangovers like a hereditary monarchy 

instead of an elected head of state, and an unelected House of Lords.
The argument goes that we still have to finish the ‘bourgeois’ revolution, end the 
power of the aristocracy and institute a democratic republic before we can proceed 
to the next stage on the road to socialism. It is a pseudo-Marxist version of “Now is 
not the time.”

And Now will Never be the Time while republicans remain a minority. The monarchy 
is seen as a neutral figurehead, there to stop ambitious politicians extending their 
power. In truth the monarchy encourages deference to a class society in which we 
are all supposed to know our place and act accordingly. It is a bastion of conservative 
values.

House of Lords
The House of Lords is another matter. Gordon Brown has authored a report for Keir 
Starmer on Broken Britain and one of his fixes is to abolish the House of Lords and 
replace it with some kind of elected chamber. Starmer has endorsed the report. Does 
that mean he really is a leftie showing his democratic credentials?

Hardly. Blair with an unassailable majority in the Commons and a mandate to abolish 
the Lords could only manage a botch-up. One quirk of Blair’s attempt to modernise 
the Lords is that the only peers to be elected are the hereditary peers! There are 
91 of them, elected by the rest of the hereditary peers when they voted themselves 
out of existence. There are 25 bishops and 670 life peers who are appointed on the 
recommendation of the prime minister.

Brown said much the same in 2007 when he was Prime Minister as he is saying now, 
but nothing changed. Starmer will, at best, set up a royal commission which will 

Socialists and 
Constitutional Change

Mike Stanton
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probably report in time for the next Tory government to ignore them. 

Left wing support for constitutional reform, whether it is abolition of the House 
of Lords, proportional representation or greater regionalisation, is based on two 
contradictory ideas. One, that capitalism needs a more democratic politics to function 
properly, and, two, that once we have achieved that alignment we can use the same 
capitalist state machinery to overturn capitalism!

Economic democracy and political democracy
Capitalism already rules the world. It does not need to complete the bourgeois 
revolution here or anywhere else. It can operate under parliamentary democracy or 
fascist dictatorship. It does not care who runs the state so long as nobody challenges 
its untrammelled power in the workplace. Socialist support for more democracy has 
to be predicated upon the demand to extend democracy into the economic sphere as 
well as the political.

Image by Brigitte Werner from Pixabay


