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Socialist

INSIDE
Lynne Edwards interviews Jackie 

Walker

TIME 
TO 
FIGHT 
BACK!

We’ve been conditioned 
into believing we need 
leadership, and our 

political system bears witness to this. 
It would have us believe that even an 
inept leader at best and a lying, corrupt 
one at worst are better than no leader 
at all.
If, as we say to others, our strength, our 
power, lies in our unity, why are we not 
united in organising our movement 
rather than waiting for a leader to 
tell us how to organise? We should be 
united, and if we are to effect change, 
we must be.
It’s a long way past time for us to 
organise within our communities, 
at grassroots levels. But to be truly 
effective this needs to happen 
everywhere, in every community, all 
around the world.
This has to start with us.
What are we if we are not the resistance.
Join a union! Vote to defend your 
workplace and your community! 
Get active! Get involved!
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IT’S not even two months since we were all experiencing shock after hearing 
Kwasi Kwarteng’s budget, which saw the pound fall and led to the former 
Chancellor’s resignation. Yesterday Kwarteng’s policies were reversed as 

Jeremy Hunt announced the government was going to increase taxes and cut 
public spending.
In a bid to help those struggling with the cost of living, or to get their votes, he announced that 
energy bill aid will be extended past the April date for a further year, although the figure at which 
energy bills will be capped will rise to £3,000. There will be additional cost of living payments to 
households on means-tested benefits, to pensioners and to those on disability benefit. Disability 
benefits are also set to increase. Pension credit is to rise by 10.1% which delivers on the promise 
to protect the triple-lock and will be welcomed by pensioners. Hunt is prolonging the freeze on 
personal tax thresholds introduced by Rishi Sunak until 2028. This is particularly bad news for 
those on low incomes who will increasingly be paying basic rate tax.
But, while to some, this all seems to signal a softening of the traditional Tory attitude to those on 
benefits, don’t be fooled. This government gives with one hand and takes with the other leaving us 
with real term cuts. More than 600,000 people on Universal Credit – a benefit difficult to get and 
easy to lose – will be forced to meet with a work coach as the government wants more of them in 
work and in ‘better paid jobs’. Those who can work would no doubt love to find better paid jobs 
but, when those jobs are not to be found in your area or have a few hundred applicants or more 
for each one, it’s not as easy as the Chancellor and the right-wing media would have many believe. 
The Living Wage will rise by 9.7% to an hourly rate of £10.42, but nowadays this is not nearly 
enough, with most campaigners calling for £15. This will surely have given the Labour leadership 
a jolt as they have been saying they will raise it to only £10. The Chancellor has also answered 
Labour’s call on the windfall tax on energy companies, announcing a rise from 25% to 35% with 
a 45% energy profits levy rate to be imposed on electricity generators. This will raise £14bn. 
Again, stealing Labour’s thunder. BUT, although increased spending for the NHS and education 
is welcome, after 12 years of austerity it is not enough. And the millions of people already 
struggling will not be breathing any sighs of relief with these announcements. The Office for 
Budget Responsibility (OBR) doesn’t make us feel any better either as it has said the economy had 
just entered a recession that would last for more than a year and lead to the economy shrinking by 
1.4% in 2023. The OBR said it was the biggest two-year squeeze since modern records began – a 
drop in living standards of 7% – which will wipe out the previous eight years of growth in living 
standards and return them by 2024 to their level in 2014.
We’re rather at a loss as to understand how any of those living in poverty or who are struggling 
from week to week to get by will think they have seen a growth in living standards over the last 
eight years. And the news that it is all going to get worse comes just in time for Christmas.

Another drop in living standards to come

Read onlineImage by Starline on Freepik

https://creatingsocialism.org/another-drop-in-living-standards-to-come/ 
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BBC Covers for Government as Real Wages 
Continue to fall

THE BBC headline yesterday, ‘Record wage rises still outpaced by soaring 
inflation‘, should fool nobody. Between 2010 and 2019, the years of 
austerity, people on low and middle incomes experienced an average loss 

of 3% after inflation. This year alone wages have lagged behind inflation to the 
extent that most workers have seen a loss of spending power of 3%, equivalent 
to nine years of austerity. And with inflation now at 10.1% and still rising that 
figure can only get worse.
A better headline would have been:

Real Wages in Record Fall
The report goes on to blame inflation on the war in Ukraine. But inflation was already rising due to 
bottlenecks in supplies as the economy opened up post Covid, and our nearest neighbour, France, 
has the lowest inflation in Europe at 6.2%. France, of course has nationalised its energy supply 
industry and capped rises at 4% this year.
Blaming everything on the war in Ukraine, while ignoring these other factors, is really letting the 
Government off the hook. And this is compounded when it goes on to report, “On Thursday, 
Chancellor Jeremy Hunt will set out plans to get the economy back on track.” Really? With the 
Bank of England forecasting a two year recession and unemployment doubling by 2025!
It would be more accurate to report that: 

Chancellor Hunt will impose public spending cuts and tax increases to pay for his 
Government’s failure to control inflation.

It gets worse when you read on to discover that public sector pay has only risen by 2.2%, meaning 
a real terms wage cut of 6% or twice as bad as the private sector.
But health workers, civil servants, council workers and teachers are being told that their  wage 
demands are unreasonable and unaffordable by a government that has just announced an additional 
£4.2 billion defence expenditure to build five new frigates for the navy.
Despite the constant barrage of half truths and misinformation put out by mainstream media 
organisations like the BBC, workers are coming together to fight back. On Monday, the TUC held 
a meeting to discuss co-ordinated strike action by public sector unions who have agreed to strike or 
are expected to vote for strike action in upcoming ballots.
They know that the Government wants them to pay for its failures. All are affected by the cost-of-
living crisis. It is only right that they should stand together and put the maximum pressure on Hunt 
and Sunak to deliver a proper settlement for public sector pay.

Alexander Svensson, CC BY 2.0, via Wikimedia Commons Read online

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-63624996
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-63624996
https://creatingsocialism.org/cuts-in-services-to-fund-pay-rises-in-public-services/
https://creatingsocialism.org/cuts-in-services-to-fund-pay-rises-in-public-services/
https://creatingsocialism.org/bbc-covers-for-government-as-real-wages-continue-to-fall/
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THE British national press spoke with one voice on Wednesday morning 
as most of their front pages led on one story. Poland had been hit by a 
Russian missile. The Sun was the exception, finding the interview with 

Manchester United footballer Cristiano Ronaldo far more important than the 
world teetering on the brink of nuclear war.
During Tuesday afternoon Russian forces had launched air missile strikes against Kyiv, 
Khmelnytskyy and Kryvyi Rih. The Ukrainians responded by launching air missile defences. 
According to Kyrylo Tymoshenko, deputy head of President Zelensky’s office, Russia launched 
over 90 missiles, of which 73 were shot down.
At around 7 pm reports emerged of a stray Russian missile hitting a farming village, Przewodow, 
in Poland. Two people were killed. The source of that information was said to be US intelligence. 
As Russia denied any involvement in the Polish missile attack claiming it was a Ukrainian missile 
that had malfunctioned, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky issued a statement saying: 
“This is a Russian missile attack on collective security. This is a very significant escalation. We 
must act.“
The flaw in the story
The story was a serious one and deserved to be on the front pages. However, there was one minor 
point which every newspaper got wrong and which we got right in our Breaking News and that 
was that the missile was not Russian.
As NATO allies promised to stand with Poland on Tuesday night more information started to 
emerge. J Andres Gannon who, according to the BBC, is “a security expert at the US Council 
on Foreign Relations” admitted: “We know Russia has been using S-300 for ground attacks even 
though it’s an air defence system, but Ukraine also uses them…” And that was the first indication 
that perhaps Russia was not the villain in this case. By midday Wednesday NATO Chief Jens 
Stoltenberg was forced to concede that “it was most likely” a Ukrainian air defence missile. Though 
he qualified that with “Russia bears responsibility for what happened in Poland yesterday.”
Perhaps Russia launching a war against Ukraine in the first place was the precursor to the deaths 
in Poland, but if NATO and the rest of the Western governments are so concerned about innocent 
deaths then where are the efforts to secure a peaceful, diplomatic solution? And where is the 
condemnation of deaths in Syria, Palestine or Ethiopia recently? 
The press is not necessarily to blame for being jingoistic warmongers, but the headlines they chose 
– we look in vain to see the apology – were designed to do two things: Remind the public that 
Russia are the bad guys in this conflict and to provide cover for the inevitability of NATO troops 
being used in this ever-developing conflict. For socialists the position should be a bit clearer. We 
do not support Russian aggression. We do not support NATO aggression. We do not support 
imperialist wars no matter what their causes. We support peace. Simple as that.
PS: We checked the front pages the only paper to follow up on the Poland missile was The 
Telegraph who had a story about how Zelensky was still blaming the Russians.

Poland Was Not Hit By Russian Missile

Read Online

https://creatingsocialism.org/poland-was-not-hit-by-russian-missile/ 
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France and UK sign new deal to deter asylum 
seekers

UK police officers will also for the first time be able to observe patrols within France and the number 
of French officers who already patrol the coast to try to stop people setting off will rise from 200 to 
300 over five months.
The agreement has been criticised by humanitarian organisations who said it does not address the real 
issues and will do little to deter those who are desperate.
The head of the Refugee Council, Enver Solomon, said the deal didn’t address the factors behind 
why men, women and children take these dangerous journeys to reach the UK, and the fact that a 
majority of those trying to cross are later found to have a legitimate asylum claim.
He said:  “A deal is needed that focuses on creating more safe routes such as family reunion and 
working with the EU and other countries to find global solutions to share responsibility for what is a 
global challenge as more people are displaced by war, terror and violence.”
Amnesty International UK’s refugee and migrant rights director, Steve Valdez-Symonds, added to 
this criticism, saying: “This deal is just the same as previous deals: spending money and resources on 
intercepting and obstructing people crossing the Channel, while doing nothing to address their need 
for safe access to an asylum system.”
The rhetoric surrounding asylum seekers has, in the last few weeks, grown more vociferous especially 
since the attempted terrorist attack on a migrant centre in Kent and the subsequent revelations of 
severe overcrowding and shocking conditions at the migrant processing site in Manston. But instead 
of spending money to better the conditions, to process the asylum claims faster, the government has 
chosen to once again make asylum seekers the enemy.
Nobody is mentioning the numbers of asylum seekers reaching Britain are very small compared to 
the rest of Europe, and few other than humanitarian groups are attempting to combat the prevailing 
discourse.
Prime Minister Rishi Sunak said: “When it comes to migration more generally, I do think that the 
absolute priority that the British people have right now, as do I, is to grip illegal migration.” And 
unsurprisingly the LOTO, Sir Keir Starmer, agreed, welcoming the deal but saying there was “much 
more that needs to be done”, adding that “We need the National Crime Agency working upstream 
to tackle the people smuggling in the first place.”When we have no major political party speaking out 
for the vulnerable, the dispossessed, what have we become?

Read online

FRANCE and the UK signed a new 
agreement yesterday to work together 
to stop asylum seekers crossing the 

Channel to England in small boats. In a 
deal signed by French Minister of Interior 
Gerald Darmanin and Home Secretary 
Suella Braverman and which is costing 
the UK £8m more each year, both nations 
pledged to use technological and human 
resources on the French coast to better 
detect, monitor and intercept boats. 

https://creatingsocialism.org/inhumane-treatment-at-migration-centre/
https://creatingsocialism.org/france-and-uk-sign-new-deal-to-deter-asylum-seekers/
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ALL WE ARE SAYING 
IS GIVE PEACE A 

CHANCE
THIS week we saw the dangers inherent in the situation in Ukraine. Thankfully, the missile 
that landed in Poland, a NATO member, was not of Russian origin. Though who fired it will 
be of little comfort to the two people who lost their lives. The fact is that had the missile been 
Russian there were plenty of people salivating over the possibility that NATO would become 
fully involved in this devastating war.
When the conflict started in February Mike Stanton writing in Critical Mass wrote: “There 
are plenty of reasons to go to war. Saving the careers and egos of inept politicians should never 
be one of them.” Yet, some 9 months later we see politicians on all sides of this war using war 
rhetoric to deflect from their own problems. 
The idea that inflation and the energy crisis are due to the Russian invasion of Ukraine do not 
bear scrutiny. Inflation was already rising prior to the war and was caused, surprise, not by any 
military aggression but by the greed of the energy companies who have cashed in on the global 
crisis by squeezing the last penny of profit from consumers denied decent wage rises. If you 
want the cause of inflation you do not need to look to Russia but to the global behemoths that 
are the biggest oil companies.
You may wonder why an editorial about peace is talking about energy but as we have consistently 
pointed out these things are connected. Nine months of this particular war have been the 
perfect cover for a crisis inflicting global capitalism.
Whilst this week we have been obsessed with the deaths of 2 Poles we should also stop and 
pause at the 37,000 or so Ukrainians and over 8,000 Russians who have been killed since 
February. And it is likely these are an under-estimate as both sides are claiming to have inflicted 
more deaths than are verifiable.
It is not just people being killed according to Medicins Sans Frontieres some 13 million 
Ukrainians have been displaced since the war began. Parts of Ukraine have been so heavily 
bombed that it will take years to rebuild. Just this week over 160 missiles landed in a single day. 
The S-300 missile system costs in the region of $120 million, which means each day of the war 
is probably costing in the region of $200 million, that’s a total of about $54 billion. And what 
has all this death, destruction and colossal cost achieved? 
What is lacking from the background to this war is any strong movement for peace. Of course, 
the Stop The War Coalition have organised rallies and there have been rallies in both Ukraine 
and Russia, but the reality is that the war has become a kind of background noise which only 
gains our attention when something extraordinary happens.
This is the biggest tragedy of the war. Innocent civilians and soldiers are being sacrificed for 
no obvious good reason whilst the rest of the world sits back and acts as cheerleaders. Where 
is the politician prepared to say enough is enough, we need a diplomatic solution. Instead, 
Zelensky does everything in his power to draw NATO into direct conflict with Russia, a course 
of action that would be absolutely disastrous as even the Americans seemed to have realised. 
And American interests are as well served simply by keeping Russia tied up in a costly war 
which allows the Americans to cosy up to China and drive a wedge between the only other 
superpowers able to out-muscle them on the global economic stage.
We say: Nine months is enough. Time for diplomacy. Let’s give peace a chance.
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Compiled by Susie Granic
Mould responsible for child’s death

A coroner said this week that the death of two-year-old Awaab Ishak in 2020 was a result 
of  prolonged exposure to mould in his family’s flat. The mould that killed Awaab was in the 
bathroom and kitchen of the flat in Rochdale he shared with his parents, Faisal Abdullah and 
Aisha Amin. It was first reported to Rochdale Boroughwide Housing (RBH) in 2017. Faisal 
was told to ‘paint it over’ which he did several times while not understanding that he should 
have been treating it with anti-mould paint. After the inquest the chief executive of RBH said, 
“We have and will continue to learn hard lessons from this”, which will not be of any comfort 
to Awaab’s parents.

Beheading of young girls at overcrowded Syrian detention camp
The beheaded bodies of two Egyptian girls were discovered on Tuesday at the al-Hol detention 
camp in north-eastern Syria. The overcrowded camp in northeast Syria is home to more than 
50,000 people, about 20,000 of them children, including relatives of suspected ISIL fighters, 
as well as displaced Syrians, and Iraqi refugees. Earlier this month, Doctors Without Borders 
said the camp is witnessing pervasive violence, exploitation and lawlessness. The girls, aged 
11 and 13, were found in the sewage system of the camp. This is not the first of such horrific 
crimes and last month Syrian fighters concluded a 24-day sweep at al-Hol during which dozens 
of extremists were detained and weapons were confiscated

Restorative aid package on the agenda at COP27
COP27 ended on Friday with countries still divided over the issue of giving financial aid to 
poorer countries to hep them deal with the impact of climate change. Rich countries have 
resisted this even being discussed for 30 years, fearing that since they played a major role in 
causing climate change, they will have to pay for it for centuries to come. But the impact of 
flooding in some countries and drought in others in recent years tipped the balance and the 
issue known as ‘loss and damage’  finally made it onto the negotiating agenda. While some 
of the richest countries are not in favour the EU has said it will pay €100m to help damaged 
countries right now.

Cost of living crisis increases power of abusers over domestic abuse 
victims, report finds

More than three-quarters of domestic abuse survivors, 77%, are finding it harder to escape 
abusive relationships because of the cost of living crisis, the charity Refuge has warned. People 
are forced to choose between remaining with their abusive partner or risk destitution. It warned 
perpetrators are also taking advantage of the cost of living crisis to increase economic abuse 
and control. Some abusers restrict food and heating in an attempt to gain custody of children 
on the basis that survivors simply cannot afford to maintain a warm home and enough food.

Strikes to hit Christmas post
Royal Mail workers are to stage more strikes next month, including on Christmas Eve, in their 
running dispute over pay, jobs and conditions. The Communication Workers’ Union (CWU) 
said it would walk out on 9, 11, 14, 15, 23 and 24 of December. This is in addition to strikes 
already notified for November 24, 25 and 30, and 1 December. The CWU said it still wanted 
a negotiated settlement but that bosses needed “to wake up and realise we won’t allow them 
to destroy the livelihoods of postal workers”. It said a 2% pay deal had been imposed at a time 
when inflation had hit 11.1% and the company is making hundreds of millions in profit.
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JUST in case anybody misses it, the 
headline is sarcasm. We waited for 
the Autumn statement to see how the 

government would respond to the mess 
it is in. What bribes could it offer to the 
ordinary people of the UK to offset the 
terrible mess they have, if not created, 
exacerbated?
Rises in benefits and pensions in line with the current 
rate of inflation will certainly be welcome. As will a 
below inflation, 9.7% to be precise, increase in the 
minimum wage for over 18 year olds. 
But these have to be taken with a £500 increase in 
maximum energy bills, rises in mortgages and of 
course what will, in effect, be rises in tax as personal 
allowances are frozen again. Don’t be kidded by the 
slight rise in the 45% rate of tax for people earning 
over £125,000. Trust me if you earn over £125k a 

REJOICE! REJOICE!
CHANCELLOR HUNT TO THE RESCUE

Cheese
Milk
Bread
Apples
Spaghetti hoops
Margarine
Baked beans
Digestives
Crisps
Corn Flakes
Fusili
Tea bags
Tomato soup
Pizza
TOTAL

Price May 
15th

Price 
today

1.89
0.95
0.55
1.19
0.13
1.09
0.22
0.39
2.79
0.55
1.29
0.95
0.45
0.99
13.43

2.65
1.30
0.72
1.59
0.16
1.29
0.26
0.45
3.39
0.59
1.45
0.99
0.49
0.99
16.32

Rise in cost of goods in our budget 
since May 15th

Percent 
rise
40.2
36.8
30.9
33.6
23.1
18.3
18.2
15.4
21.5  
7.3

12.4
4.2
8.9

0
21.5

Photo courtesy of HM Government 

Image by pmvchamara on Freepik

year you are not going to miss a few extra pence.
The real story here is that all of this is being done under the pretext of economic competence and 
bringing inflation under control. But inflation is not being caused by wages, benefits or consumer 
prices it is being driven entirely by the greed of the energy and oil companies. A ‘windfall tax’ on energy 
companies, which is simply stealing Labour’s policy incidentally, will do nothing to stop this. 
Just have a look at the table. Since May 15th prices of budget goods have risen by 21.5%. They will 
undoubtedly rise more between now and April when the benefit and minimum wages rise. It is a lie 
that these rises will keep pace with inflation. They already behind as inflation is now at 11.1%. 
According to Labour’s Rachel Reeves the Chancellor should beg for forgiveness. Fair enough, but what 
are Labour proposing as an alternative? How will they change the nature of an economy in which 
companies, especially large multinational companies, can decide how much to charge constrained only 
by people’s ability to pay. Make them pay more wages and they simply pass on the cost to consumers 
and at the same time fuel inflation meaning that the rises are virtually worthless.
The fact is that it is an inescapable fact that private industry is the problem not part of the solution. 
Their addiction to ever increasing profits is no less debilitating for the body politic than an addiction 
to heroin would be to your body. The problem for the Chancellor and his mirror version Shadow 
Chancellor is that they still believe that they can make capitalism work. What they don’t accept is that 
a system based on the free market and private companies will only ever work for the minority who 
profit at the expense of wider society.
We don’t call for a socialist solution because it would be nice if we could all live nicely together we call 
for a transformation of society because this one is broken beyond repair. In short there is nothing to 
rejoice
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Note to Editor: It seems everybody is striking in UK at the moment and, should I live there, it might 
be easier to point out who’s not striking. (Don’t mind me, I’m just green with envy. I wish Danish 
unions would follow the lead set by  British workers. People here seem more focused on Christmas.)

Compiled by Teodora Hansen

RCN prepares for coming strike action
Following last week’s vote for strike action the RCN has blasted the government’s rush to start next 
year’s NHS pay talks while the current deal is the cause of strikes. The RCN is calling on the Health 
Secretary to open formal, detailed negotiations on NHS pay and patient safety in the next five days or 
it will announce the first strike dates for December.
Doctors have publicly declared support in a statement released by the British Medical Association 
(BMA) that reiterates their “support and solidarity.” Alongside other healthcare professionals, it says,  
“nurses have borne the brunt of an understaffed and under-resourced health service.” The Danish 
Council of Nurses (DSR) has also sent a letter of support for their British colleagues’ strike action. 

Hospitality workers fight to unionise 
Hospitality workers have demonstrated in Cardiff, in a show of solidarity with Starbucks workers who 
were on strike last Thursday (17 November). They urged their colleagues to unionise for better pay and 
working conditions. Unite Hospitality, the Bakers Food and Allied Workers Union, Peace and Justice 
Project and OrganiseNow have started a campaign to organise Starbucks workers in the UK inspired 
by the activity of Starbucks Workers United in America.

Railworkers vote to renew strike action. 
RMT have announced that they have beaten the anti-trade union laws yet again. Across both Network 
Rail and 14 train operating companies, the average turnout in the mandatory second ballot was 70.2% 
with a ‘yes’ vote of 91.7%. It means RMT members have a mandate for strike action for the next 6 
months.
RMT general secretary Mick Lynch praised the outcome and said 
“The National Executive Committee will now look at these fantastic results and negotiations will 
continue with Network Rail and the train operating companies. This union is determined to continue 
with this campaign until the employers understand that they need to respond to our members’ aspirations 
on job security, pay and working conditions.”

Ofshore oil workers go on strike
Unite members on the Petrofac owned Repsol assets have banned all overtime and went on strike for 
48 hours on on 16th November with a second 48 hour stoppage commencing on 30th November. The 
dispute involves around 146 members and centres on Petrofac management reneging on a commitment 
to review benefits back in 2020 when they cut wages and blamed falling oil and gas prices. At the time 
the average price of a barrel of Brent crude oil was $18. Now it is $98. Unite has demanded a reversal 
of the 10% pay cut, plus a pay rise in line with inflation and a review of other benefits.

EIS to call Teachers out on Strike Action on 24 November
The EIS is to call its members in Scotland’s schools out on a one day strike on Thursday 24 November,
following the result of an EIS ballot, in which 96% voted in favour of strike action on a turnout of 
71%. The national day of strike action over pay will be the first such action in Scotland’s schools for 
four decades – which shows the current level of anger and frustration amongst teachers.

UCU – University and College Union actions
UCU has announced fresh strikes on 24 and 25 November and a national strike rally in London on 
30 November. 
Got a strike or ballot we have missed then let Teodora know by writing to: 

workers_united@creatingsocialism.org
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Socialism should be the most obvious of solutions to the problems we face. 
Surely no rational person could possibly believe that it is right for people 
to live in poverty whilst others live in opulence? Surely it cannot be right 

that people’s chances in life are determined not by their own efforts but by their 
parents’ ability to open doors for them? Surely it must be obvious that if only 
society was arranged more equitably then everybody would be happier? 
These questions have formed the basis of socialist thought since the first use of the word. People 
who can see very clearly what is wrong with society find it hard to believe that, if only they pointed 
this out to others, they would not agree. There is no need for agitation or revolution because all it 
needs is for people to have their blinkers removed and socialism will be within our grasp.
Frustrated at their inability to convince others of the rightness of their cause, some socialists 
have taken to building model societies based on communal practices instead of trying to change 
society. The reasoning is that, once others see for themselves how successful the socialist enterprises 
are, they will be willing to build more and more of these enterprises until the socialist form of 
organisation predominates.

Socialism: Utopian and scientific
These arguments are not new. In 1882 Frederick Engels wrote a short pamphlet aimed at the 
utopian scientists of his time: Saint-Simon, Fourier and Robert Owen. In it he characterised their 
approach: “If pure reason and justice have not, hitherto, ruled the world, this has been the case 
only because men have not rightly understood them. What was wanted was the individual man of 
genius, who has now arisen and who understands the truth.” His point is that, for the Utopians, 

it is not the liberation of the working class that is the goal of socialism, but the liberation of 
the whole of humanity. Socialism, rather than being a stage in human development, becomes a 
universal ideal which reason will bring us to. And that reason is invariably brought to us by an 
individual who has seen through the system and worked out how to fix it for the rest of us.

This view has dogged the socialist movement, giving birth along the way to a reformist creed 

Read Online
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Utopian Socialism: then and now
Dave Middleton

https://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1880/soc-utop/ch01.htm
https://creatingsocialism.org/utopian-socialism-then-and-now/
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which places reason within a framework that can overthrow capitalism at the same time as maintaining it. 
For a utopian socialist the emphasis is on the wrongs of the world, but, devoid of a strategy to overcome these 
wrongs, they instead create grand plans to move society forward. As Engels notes, “It was necessary, then, 
to discover a new and more perfect system of social order and to impose this upon society from without by 
propaganda, and, wherever it was possible, by the example of model experiments. These new social systems 
were foredoomed as Utopian; the more completely they were worked out in detail, the more they could not 
avoid drifting off into pure phantasies.”
Today we see this same tendency in those who claim that all workers should be organised into cooperatives, 
that the economy should be based on creating more money, or that the ills of society can be changed by an 
alteration in the voting system. Those who support these plans are as sincere now as Saint-Simon or Charles 
Fourier were sincere in their day. Perhaps the biggest difference is that, whereas the original Utopians wanted to 
supplant capitalism, today’s Utopians often have little to say at all about capitalism beyond seeing the damage 
that it does. Today’s Utopians understand that capitalism does immense damage but offer as their solution only 
refined capitalism, a capitalism that is fair, just, equal and rational. As if unfairness, injustice, inequality and 
irrationality are not at the very heart of the capitalist system. 

Positive thinking
Academic writer Hugo Radice makes the following point about the challenge facing modern socialists. For 
him it is a question of emphasis and he argues that our socialism should be “founded upon a positive case 
for equality, rather than upon the critique of (extreme) inequality”. In a sense this sums up neatly a central 
dilemma for modern utopian socialists. It is all about the presentation.
How many times have you heard the line “we need better slogans” or “don’t mention the word socialism because 
it puts people off” or, and this is Radice’s claim that we over-emphasise the negatives instead of presenting 
socialism as a positive alternative? Does anyone seriously believe that the great sweeps of history – the fall of the 
Roman Empire, the end of feudalism and the transition to capitalism – were the result of reasoned argument 
or clever sloganeering? But do arguments have no role to play?

Ideas and force
Any socialist is more than aware of the importance of arguments and of winning people to the side of 
socialism. Utopian socialists differ from revolutionary socialists in that they believe that arguments play a 
crucial role in changing society, rather than the clash of classes over material forces. Marx put this rather well 
in his Contribution to the Critique of Hegel’s Philosophy of Law in 1844: “The weapon of criticism cannot, 
of course, replace criticism by weapons, material force must be overthrown by material force; but theory also 
becomes a material force as soon as it has gripped the masses.” But, as with many passages of early Marx, the 
meaning does not necessarily jump out at you.
Marx was well aware of the utopian socialists of his day. And he was also aware that they felt that change in 
society could be achieved by rational argument. The historical analysis which Marx had conducted convinced 
him otherwise. Put simply, and you do not need to be either a Marxist or a revolutionary to see this, those with 
enormous wealth and power are not going to hand them over willingly. The point of the quote is that ideas in 
the hands of the masses can be a valuable spur to revolutionary action but that material force may be necessary 
to counter the force that the capitalist class will use to defend itself. Reason alone is unlikely to bring the change 
utopians desire. 
It was the failure to understand that a structural change in society is likely to involve a real struggle that 
Marx, otherwise a supporter of the Owenites, felt let them down because “although the originators of these 
systems were, in many respects, revolutionary, their disciples have, in  every case, formed mere reactionary sects.” 

(Quoted by David McLellan, The Thought of Karl Marx, p 50)
It should be pointed out here that the respect that Marx and Engels had for Owen and the Owenites was based 
on a very real appreciation of the leadership role that they had assumed among the English working class. Much 
of their agitation had been for a Reform Act which would put labour on an equal footing with their employers. 
Every reform was fought tooth and nail by employers determined that they would neither pay higher wages 
nor concede the vote to the ‘great unwashed’. As the historian E P Thompson notes in his classic work “The 

https://baumaninstitute.leeds.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/134/2014/11/Hugo-Radice-Utopian-Socialism-Marx-Capital-Envisioning-Alternatives.pdf
https://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1844/df-jahrbucher/law-abs.htm
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Making Of The English Working Class, “Disappointment, after the Reform Act of 1832, caused the bulk 
of the labour movement to look towards their Owenites, co-operators, primitive revolutionary syndicalists, 
etc. for leadership, but their failure to develop an effective political strategy and leadership, and systematic 
offensive by employers and government, destroyed the movement in 1834-6.” (p152)

The road to socialism
This example shows that, whilst the ideas of Utopians can grip the masses, their belief in reason to carry their 

demands forward leaves them vulnerable to repression by the capitalist class and 
their representatives. It is important to note that utopian ideas are not necessarily 
unpopular precisely because they are based on reasonable demands. However, 
as Engels points out: “To all these, Socialism is the expression of absolute truth, 
reason and justice, and has only to be discovered to conquer all the world by 
virtue of its own power. And as an absolute truth is independent of time, space, 
and of the historical development of man, it is a mere accident when and where 
it is discovered.” Utopian socialism, for all its power to excite a certain loyalty 
among its followers, is ahistorical. 
Having good ideas, being moral, applying reason – none of these are in and of 
themselves bad things. But, if they are supposed to be the road to socialism, 
they lack one thing that a Marxist understanding at least offers. If society needs 
to be transformed, who is to do the transforming and under what conditions? 
Utopian socialists argue that they will transform society by their power of reason. 
Revolutionary socialists, by contrast, argue that revolution is independent of the 

thought processes of individuals and is rather a consequence of material circumstances which bring the 
great classes into conflict with one another and in which a victory for the oppressed class is the only way to 
liberation for all of us.
This should not be meant to say that utopian socialists do nothing but dream. As is clear from the case of 
Robert Owen and his followers, they put plenty of effort into making their dreams a reality. But ultimately 
they lack a coherent strategy to transcend capitalism, so all their activity amounts to little more than 
philosophy. And, as Marx famously noted, “The philosophers only interpret the world, the point however 
is to change it.”
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Question this week: Should we boycott national elections

A pre-requisite of a boycott is that it is a collective and organised response. Nobody would care if 
I boycotted the next General Election. I would have made a personal protest,  but nothing would 
change. Whilst there is a growing level of anger in the UK today, there is no  cohesion between the 
various protest groups, and no evidence of organisation. It is unclear, then, at this stage how any 
protest/boycott could work. There is no “we”.
Even if it is an organised protest, the question still remains unanswered whether boycotting an 
election is an effective strategy in bringing about change or is instead simply an act of desperation by 
a demoralised  group. The impact of boycotts is often minimal and can be managed by the govern-
ment, unless it is accompanied by other measures which hinder the ability to govern. There is also 
the real risk that boycotts result in the success and legitimacy of the precise opposite of what it is 
hoped to achieve.
Marilyn Tyzack
If there were enough willing to do this I would say yes, but as it is we are just going to have to try 
and make our voices heard by voting for socialist candidates/parties. I have never voted anything 
other than Labour (though in Blair’s era it was a spoilt ballot for me) but cannot envisage ever doing 
so again. 
It’s so disheartening to realise that Labour will probably get into power off the back off the Tories 
cocking things up so monumentally and not because they are actually offering anything to help us. If 
only more people could see that voting for the smaller parties or independents would help. Not only 
would it send a message that Labour must change but it would be the beginning of a real resistance. 
How much longer are people prepared to accept the crumbs offered us by the establishment parties. 
I really despair of my fellow citizens sometimes.
Susie Granic
People feel disenfranchised under First Past The Post. Your vote counts for little unless you live in a 
marginal constituency. FPTP constrains political debate to narrow parameters. The argument for a 
boycott is that FPTP legitimises winners with minority support – but the system needs to change so 
that votes properly reflect people’s wishes.
Boycotting elections always favours the Right. With the current Tory Party this means the extreme 
right. Labour’s Conference voted for PR, Starmer ignored it. Rather than a boycott, lend your vote 
to parties that support PR and/or democratic reform.
@EthicalRenewal
Ken Livingstone once said if elections changed anything they would have abolished 
them by now, The only change worth fighting for is not a change of government but a 
change of system. System change won’t be an option on the ballot paper. Most elec-
tions offer a choice between conservative policies promoted by the Tories, conservative 
policies promoted by the LibDems or conservative policies promoted by Labour. Like 
the old Model T Ford you can have any colour you want because they are all the same.
Dave Middleton

Next week’s Question: “Should socialists support their national team?”
Send answers by Thursday, 24 November to mike.stanton@creatingsocialism.org.

EdgeNotes



November 20th 2022

14

C
U

LT
U

R
E

C
U

LT
U

R
E

Born in 1954, Jackie Walker is a qualified teacher, trainer, anti-racist, 
political activist, writer and author. After almost 15 years as a member, 
she was expelled from the Labour Party in 2019 because she argued that 

the term ‘holocaust’ should be widened to include victims of all holocausts. (It 
only includes genocides post WWII).

 I began my interview by asking Jackie how her political opinions were formed? 
She laughs: “I believe my opinions were formed in the womb, the moment I was conceived.” 
Jackie’s mother was a black woman in the civil rights movement in America, and her father was a 
white Jewish communist. They met when they became involved in the civil rights struggle.  
Jackie’s personal experiences of racism have also shaped her views:  
“If you’re a black person you cannot opt out of being conscious of injustice. For me I lived that 
reality. The first time I realised I was black was when my mother was being deported from America 
for un-American activity. My mother was handcuffed to a security officer. I vividly remember the 
blazing sun, the security people had my mother, and the air stewardess took us to a waiting room. 
But in those days there was a room for whites and another for black people…so none of us could 
use that waiting room. You see if you have continual and regular experiences like that, it’s hard 
not to be politicised. Some people aren’t though, they respond to trauma or injustice by shutting 
down, but that’s not the tradition in my family, we are fighters.” 
“I came to England in 1959, aged 5, so I’m part of that initial Windrush generation, I’m 
one of the youngest. Very few children came at that time. They were mostly adults who came 
to work, not settle. It was then that I experienced day to day racism for the first time. I 
was already able to read when we arrived, but then a teacher told me I couldn’t possibly be 
reading, saying I was obviously memorising, because children (like me) couldn’t read.”  

Lynne Edwards interviews Jackie 
Walker

Read Online

https://creatingsocialism.org/what-makes-you-a-socialist-2/
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Jackie also experienced poverty, being hungry and dirty, and as time went on the racism escalated to include 
physical assault. “As a child I experienced our house being petrol bombed and dog faeces put through the 
letterbox. I remember aged 13 being beaten up at a bus stop by some racists whilst everyone just stood and 
looked on. I’m not that big now, but I was just this tiny skinny little black girl, and these white people were 
beating me up. So yes it politicises you, yes of course it does.”  
Aged just 11 years old, Jackie’s mother tragically died and she was taken into care. “At that point, that would be 
1965, there were very few black kids in care. What I realised from my time in care though was that some kids 
were in a far worse position than I was. Although my mother had died and I didn’t have family to look after 
me, I hadn’t been beaten by my parents, raped by my father or locked in a cupboard. None of those things 
were done to me, so that was a lesson I learned early, about how oppression isn’t just about being black.” 

Jackie’s intelligence and strength of spirit eventually led her on a path to higher education: “Unbelievably and 

incredibly for that time, I went from care to university, where I trained to become a teacher. I began teaching 
in what were called SPA schools or Social Priority Areas, where the proportion of children on free school 
dinners was incredibly high. At least 50% of the South London pupils were Caribbean black boys. A lot had 
been initially left behind in the Caribbean by their parents. Then between the ages of 10 and 15 they were 

brought to England to be reunited with family, but the subsequent level of distress in those homes was huge.”  
Although Jackie had been working on anti-racism as a teacher in schools, in the 70s and 80s she got her first 
professional role as Advisor Teacher in Development Studies and Equalities, travelling widely and working with 
lots of agencies. Jackie also returned to university to start a Ph.D. on ‘The Development of Black British 
Identity in Literature’, but this process became increasingly difficult with three young children.  
So, instead of completing a doctorate, Jackie ended up writing a book, based on her own family history, 

called Pilgrim State. “I named it after the psychiatric hospital my mother was put in during the McCarthy 
era in America. The book sold at auction for a ridiculous amount of money.” That allowed Jackie to leave 
teaching and, as an ‘officially’ retired person, to concentrate on what she wanted to do.  

Her mother will always be the person Jackie truly admires: “That’s what my book was about. She was an 

extraordinary woman, a black female activist, incarcerated in a mental facility for her beliefs, who attended 
university in 1950s America. Can you imagine what it was like for her to do that, go to university? Back in 
1962-65 social workers wrote that she was delusional, because they just didn’t believe she could have done 
that.”

Jackie’s mother
Asked about her view of capitalism, Jackie said bluntly: “I think capitalism will be our destruction, it’s on the 
cards that we could see the end of what we call civilisation. Capitalism is rapacious and is forever hungry. 
On the one side we have Tories and on the other a Blairite Labour Party, and what binds them is capitalism. 
They both have a fundamental belief in the ‘market’ system. We can see that in the idea of the Great British 
Energy Company put forward by Starmer, it’s just an excuse not to nationalise. Starmer’s plan won’t work, 
it won’t 
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lower costs, or put the energy needs of people at the forefront because essentially neoliberals put companies 
and profits first. In the end, global warming doesn’t care about losing power, it doesn’t care about what the 
Telegraph writes, it doesn’t give a toss about what Starmer says because it’s coming, and there will be very little 

choice in the end.” Although global warming is THE issue that causes Jackie most concern, she also believes you 
cannot change the outcome unless you change the economic system that’s driving it. 
Jackie sees herself as a socialist but believes socialism isn’t one single theory:  
“I personally go by a Marxist interpretation of history and how the world works, which means I believe it’s 

about power relations. I left the Labour Party the first time when they got rid of Clause 4, because I could see 
back then what was going to happen. Now what you’ve got is the resurrection of Blair with Starmer. That’s not 
socialism. I don’t want people dragged out of their houses to be re-educated or forced to work in potato fields in 
their flip flops. That’s not socialism either. No, I want the interests of those who have power to be the interests 
of the people, and not the interests of those who managed to accumulate the most capital.” 

 “I’m also pretty terrified at the moment about how we are being set up for a World War. Stocks and shares 
for the arms trade are really going up. The Tory budget for arms is going up, at a time when children in this 
country are literally starving. If you took photographs 30 years ago to show people queueing at food banks, 
with working people going to those food banks, people would never have believed it. They’d have been shocked 
and horrified. But slowly, gradually, we’ve grown to accept the unacceptable. Nobody asks the appropriate 
questions anymore, we don’t have investigative journalism. One of the things that still shocks me is the bias of 
the British media. People in the media just go and ask politicians what leak they want them to report on, that’s 
the level of journalism we’re at today.” 
“To me, issues of social justice are not peripheral to my life, it’s what we talk about at the dinner table with 
the grandchildren, it’s part of our family culture. My eldest brother is a leading black gay activist, we are a 

family that stands up to oppression.”   
As we have discovered, Jackie’s socialism started at birth. But life events have compounded her belief in fairness and 
justice. She has experienced terrible tragedy, has been ostracised, lived through physical hardships and experienced 
extreme racism and abuse. Yet she remains open and truthful. She still empathises with, and finds time to fight for, 
the rights of others. Coming from a strongly political family, Jackie has passed that on to her own children and 
grandchildren. Brave, tenacious, intelligent, strong, funny and at times angry, Jackie retains an indestructible sense 
of right and wrong informed by the Marxist principles that underpin her beliefs.  
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Many of our regular readers may remember one of my first articles just 
before COP 26 relating our experience of our home being flooded in 
October 2021.  

Well first the personal journey:
The buildings insurers acted quickly, installing dehumidifiers, taking furniture into storage and 
removing flooring and our kitchen. We set up a temporary kitchen in our living room and struggled 
to stay at home, as flooding to other homes locally meant no temporary accommodation was 
available nearby. By the beginning of December the house was declared dry, and we were allowed to 
start reinstatement work.

Here the problems began as local contractors were 
busy, and we were quoted start dates of February 
2022. In the end we decided the only way forward 
was to carry out the work ourselves and, with the help 
of friends and a lot of hard work, managed to get the 
kitchen reinstated by Christmas.
Bearing in mind our traumatic experience, we worked 
on the house with a view to mitigating future flood 
damage, raising floor levels between 50 and 100 

millimetres, introducing a damp proof membrane, knocking a hole through the garden wall that had 
caused flood waters to back up and building a small wall to stop water surrounding the house again.
We were lucky to be insured and our buildings insurance acted helpfully and quickly. Although we 
were insured with one company, it turned out they had given the contents insurance to another 
company who failed to act very quickly at all. After numerous phone calls and e-mails we eventually 
got a settlement. The insurance story does not end there though; when our renewal came through, 
the premium had risen from £129 to £437 per year.  I then checked out the Government scheme to 
help with insurance for previously flooded homes and was declined by all the companies as we had 
been flooded! 

Climate change: The view from a 
flood victim and views on COP27

David Stirrup

Read OnlineImage by Marilyn Tyzack

https://creatingsocialism.org/climate-change-the-view-from-a-flood-victim-and-views-on-cop27/
https://www.floodre.co.uk/can-flood-re-help-me/
https://creatingsocialism.org/climate-change-the-view-from-a-flood-victim-and-views-on-cop27/ 
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Eventually we found insurance on a comparison site at £344, nearly 3 times our original premium.
COP27 looms

So here we are. A year after our experience of climate change did COP 26 change anything?
This year we have seen severe flooding, droughts, multiple wildfires, damaging storms and record high temperatures in 
many countries including the UK. These are almost becoming the new normal.

Elan valley reservoir 2022 – the water level is normally above the bottom 3 windows.
Even now the UK is experiencing extremely mild unseasonal weather and I still have tomatoes and peppers growing 
in my polytunnel.
We have ongoing wars in several countries including Ukraine, and most of us will be aware of the huge carbon 
footprint that these generate as just one event demonstrates: The explosions that caused damage to the Nord stream 
pipelines have been  described  as  a catastrophic environmental event,  300,000 metric tonnes of methane, a 
greenhouse gas 80 times more potent than carbon dioxide, was released. 
Each year, governments around the world continue to pour around half a trillion dollars into artificially lowering 
the price of fossil fuels — more than triple the amount renewables receive. 
Our new Prime Minister was initially unclear about whether to attend COP27 and given the fact that his last 
leadership bid was funded by  finance, property and mining companies his commitment to reducing CO2 
emissions could be compromised.  Our newly appointed Environment minister, Theresa Coffey, who is attending, 
has said on Sky News we can solve the problems by all having reusable coffee cups. Alok Sharma president of 
COP26 has lost his cabinet position.
In the US, as Biden faces the midterms, his desire to placate a nation addicted to cheap fossil fuels is unlikely to 
result in much change in one of the biggest polluting nations per capita in the world.  
Are these people really committed to the future of life on this planet? On this evidence it looks doubtful.

Is there any good news?
Well Daniel  Williams, @DWilliams8695 on Twitter, has  some answers in his thread  about energy transition.  
Renewables are growing globally, whilst fossil fuel use is shrinking.

A number of crises since 2019, 
including the war in Ukraine, have 
had some positive impacts as Europe 
scrambles to disengage itself from 
cheap Russian gas imports and become 
energy secure (Note: I could not find 
statistics for any change in UK energy 
policy).  
We have also seen the rise of 
demonstrations by various groups, 

https://twitter.com/ClareDalyMEP/status/1586007655448977414?s=20&t=vlppgIqxHI_JTYxGLuAiEg
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-021-02847-2#:~:text=A%202020%20report%20by%20IRENA,just%20over%203%25%20to%20nuclear
http://web.archive.org/web/20221109183720/https:/amp.theguardian.com/business/2022/oct/29/rishi-sunak-leadership-donors-liz-truss
https://www.worldometers.info/co2-emissions/co2-emissions-per-capita/
https://twitter.com/DWilliams8695/status/1585188311467200517?s=20&t=hVcnvdlLofIoBSjQ_9C8bg
https://ember-climate.org/data/data-tools/european-renewables-target-tracker/
https://ember-climate.org/data/data-tools/european-renewables-target-tracker/
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such as Extinction Rebellion, Insulate Britain and Just stop Oil, which have raised the public awareness of climate 
change and have helped it into the mainstream media dialogue. 

Conclusions
The UN Climate Report earlier this year tells us: “It’s ‘now or never’ to limit global warming to 1.5 degrees”.  Will 
the world listen? 
Or will the powerful fossil fuel lobbies and large corporations who seek evermore growth win the day, with the 
inevitably of climate breakdown, mass starvation, as land becomes unusable for agriculture, and our seas becoming 
unable to support their ecosystems, resulting in mass migration as people struggle to survive?
My pinned tweet is this:

Let us all hope our politicians and business leaders answer our call soon.

Articles that appear in the Opinion section of Critical Mass Sunday Socialist represent the views of 
the author and not necessarily those of Critical Mass. 

https://news.un.org/en/story/2022/04/1115452
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Over the past few weeks a number of environmental protesters have been arrested and a number 
have received prison sentences. It can be difficult being in prison and knowing that they have support 
outside will sustain them. Below is a list organised by the prison that they are in. If you have time please 
write to individuals. 
Send a letter or a postcard. It’s enough to say we know where you are and we support you, but you can 
include more if you wish. Prison can be incredibly boring but do keep this advice from Just Stop Oil 
in mind: “Try to keep things upbeat, rebels in prison already know how bad the world is!”
If you are sending a letter or postcard make sure to include: name, prisoner number and address. 
Also put your own name and address on the back of the envelope. You may receive a reply. We hope 
that they receive so many letters that they don’t have time to reply to all of them. It’s also worth 
remembering that  post often takes weeks to be processed and may never reach many prisoners. Emails 
usually arrive much quicker.
If you do send an email beware that at some prisons e.g. Peterborough and now also Bronzefield, 
prisoners are limited to viewing and replying to emails on an intranet system that they have to queue 
for, with others queuing behind them. This is quite stressful and they are unable to keep hold of 
people’s nice words in their cells. Most prisoners limited to an intranet system for viewing and replying 
to emails prefer to have these not just sent in by email but also printed off and posted in as well. They 
would also like to receive more letters/cards/postcards as well please.
We have arranged them into prisons to make it easier to select people:
HMP Bedford: 
ALFIE BESWICK (A9442EW) alfieinprison@proton.me
HMP Belmarsh: 
CALLUM GOODE (they/them) (A9316EW) Calinprison@proton.me 
CHRISTOPHER WHITE (Known as KIT) (he/him) (A9315EW) kitwhite93@proton.me
JAN GOODEY (he/him) (A9317EW) janinprison@gmail.com
HMP Bronzefield:
ABIGAIL PERCY-RATCLIFF (A9892EW) abigailinprison@proton.me 
ADELHEID RUSSENBERGER (known as HEIDI) (A9357EW) heidiinprison@proton.me
ALEXANDER WILCOX (known as AL) (he/him) (A9240EW) al.prison@proton.me 
ISABEL ROCK (A9455EW) bellainprison@protonmail.com
LUCIA WHITTAKER DE ABREU (A3375EV) luciainprison@protonmail.com
MOLLY BERRY (A9366EW) Mollyinprison@proton.me
NICULINA TARPOCA ( known as NARCISA) (A9448EW) freenarcisa@proton.me
PHOEBE PLUMMER (A9684EW) phoebebehindbars@gmail.com
TEZ BURNS (also known as TIDY) (they/them) (A4576EW) TezBPrisonMail@protonmail.com

WRITE TO PEOPLE PREPARED 
TO GO TO PRISON TO SAVE THE 

PLANET

https://juststopoil.org/
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HMP Bullingdon
NICK ONLEY (A4660EW) nick.remand@protonmail.com 
HMP Chelmsford
PAUL BELL (known as PASHA) (they/them) (A9484EW) messagesforPasha@gmail.com
MARCUS DECKER (A7461EW) marcusprison@proton.me
HMP Elmley
CHRISTOPHER FORD (A9640EW) chrisinprison@proton.me
DAVID MANN (A9617EW) ipswichdaveonremand@gmail.com
HMP Lewes
JESSE PRINCE  (A9415EW) freejesse@proton.me
RACHEL PAYNE (A9459EW) Rachel.234onremand@protonmail.com
HMP Pentonville
MORGAN TROWLAND (A3093EW) morganinprison@protonmail.com
HMP Thameside
DANIEL SHAW (he/him) (A4655EW) danielinprison@gmail.com 
IAN BATES (Known as BATESY) (A9222EW) batesyinprison@gmail.com
HMP Wandsworth
JULIAN ROGER HALLAM (known as ROGER) (A5618EK) rogerremanded@gmail.com
PAUL BLEACH (A9355EW) bleachinprison@protonmail.com
HMP Wormwood Scrubs
(Revd) TIM HEWES (A0497EQ) timonremand@gmail.com
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EMAIL: Starmer’s duplicity over Corbyn
The Shadow Cabinet has urged Sir Keir Starmer to expel Jeremy Corbyn from the Labour 
Party. They are afraid that Starmer’s past support for Corbyn will damage Labour’s 
election prospects. It certainly is something of a mystery how Starmer’s attitude to 
Corbyn changed so radically after the 2019 election. He had said Corbyn would make a 
great Prime Minister and also said at one point that “The attacks on Jeremy Corbyn were 
terrible, they vilified him, and they knew what they were doing and why they were doing 
it”. Whatever was going on in Starmer’s mind, it is inconceivable that he believed that 
Corbyn was a racist anti-semite, or enabler of antisemitism when he spoke those words.
 Brendan O’Brien
 London
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Comment on “Poland Was Not Hit By Russian Missile”
I blame the USA and it’s pathological fear of communism and socialism, Ukraine has been 
used since the USA backed regime change of a democratically elected government back in 
2014. This has been a pattern of behaviour since the end of WW2 and will not stop until 
the USA stop interfering in other nations affairs
William Grout

WHAT WE ARE READING
Here are a few articles from elsewhere that the team found interesting this week. Do let us know if you see anything 
you’d like to share by writing to editor@creatingsocialism.org
Lynne liked this from Tribune
How Ukraine’s refugees became Poland’s exploited worker
https://tribunemag.co.uk/2022/08/how-ukraines-refugees-became-polands-exploited-workers
And, this from Amnesty International
Who is a refugee, a migrant or an asylum seeker?
https://www.amnesty.org/en/what-we-do/refugees-asylum-seekers-and-migrants/
Jo thought we should all take heed of this from Good Energy
The environmental impact of Black Friday
https://www.goodenergy.co.uk/black-friday/
And this from Al Jazeera
At COP27, Brazil’s Lula vows halt to rampant deforestation
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/11/16/at-cop27-brazils-lula-vows-halt-to-rampant-deforestation
Depending on how you are viewing this, links may not work you may need to cut and paste into a browser.
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The Military Dictatorship in Myanmar celebrated the country’s 
National Day on Thursday by releasing 1000 political prisoners. 
But we should not forget the thousands still in prison and the 

estimated 2,400 people who have been  killed since the military coup in 
2021. The National Day remembers the student protests against British 
colonial rule in 1920. If students tried to protest today they would be 
arrested, beaten or tortured, and tried in secret military courts. 
Nor should we forget the Rohingya, one of Myanmar’s many ethnic minorities who have 
been persecuted because of their Muslim faith in a mainly Buddhist country. In 2017 three 
quarters of a million fled to neighbouring Bangladesh after a genocidal campaign by the 
Myanmar military. Villages were burned to the ground amid massacres and rape and other 
atrocities.
Bangladesh, one of the poorest countries in the world, is now home to a million Rohingya 
refugees. Every year the United Nations passes a resolution expressing solidarity with 
the Rohingya, support for the humanitarian efforts of Bangladesh, and calling upon the 
government in Myanmar to resolve the human rights abuses within its borders so that the 
Rohingya can return in safety.
And every year the international community reduces the amount of aid it sends to support 
the refugees in Bangladesh. The conditions in some of the camps are dire. Some are on low 
lying islands at risk of flooding during the Monsoon season. Others are threatened with 
mudslides due to deforestation. Organised Crime gangs have begun to operate in many of 
the camps. There have been shoot-outs with Bangladeshi police and an increase in violence 
and murder inside the camps.
It is no surprise that thousands try to flee. They leave Bangladesh in wooden boats to make 
the hazardous sea crossing to Malaysia. Hundreds are rescued every year and hundreds 
more drown. Last week over two hundred men women and children landed in Indonesia 
after a month at sea.
For the governments in Myanmar’s neighbouring states there is no obvious solution. The 
United States only interest in the region is to combat China’s growing influence. They have 
no interest in the Rohingya or the human rights disaster in Myanmar. 
And while western eyes are all turned on Russia as the great enemy in Ukraine, in countries 
like Bangladesh they hope that Russia and China will use their influence on Myanmar to 
force the regime to moderate its stance and open negotiations for the Rohingya to safely 
return. While there is little chance of that, it helps to explain a war between wealthy nations 
on the other side of the world is less important in South East Asia than the geo-political 
crisis growing daily on their doorstep.
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