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BY DAVE MIDDLETON

DOCKERS WIN - NOW 
PAY THE REST OF US

L
IVERPOOL Dockers have 
shown the way with an 
inflation busting pay rise of 

between 14 and 18 per cent after 
two months of strike action. Around 
600 workers at  Mersey Docks and 
Harbour Company began their 
walkouts in September and were 
due to strike again on Monday 
before the company caved in. 
Now it is time for the rest of us to follow 
their example. Workers on the railways, at 
BT, the Post Office and in our universities 
are already taking action over pay and 
conditions and threats to our pensions. This 
week tens of thousands of nurses voted to 
strike for the first time, along with 100,000 
civil servants. Teachers are being balloted 
and widely expected to vote for strike action.
Better still, unions are talking to each other 
about how to co-ordinate strikes to have the 
maximum impact on a government that is 
determined to make the workers pay for the 
crisis. But with 50,000 civil servants having 
to claim in work benefits and nurses being 
forced to use food banks, the unions need 
to match the Tories determination. This is a 
fight we cannot afford to lose. 
And if you are not in a union the message 
is clear. Join a union and stand up for your 
rights.
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Keir Starmer has disgracefully condemned Just Stop Oil as 
“arrogant” and said they should “just stop” and “go home.” 
“I’m opposed to what you’re doing, it’s not the way to deal 

with the climate crisis,” he said on Twitter. His comments came 
on Tuesday as Just Stop Oil again closed the M25 in protest at the 
government decision to issue over 100 new licences for North Sea oil 
and gas exploration. 
Sarah Montague made a similar argument on the BBC Radio 4 World at One yesterday. 
She suggested that JSO should be writing letters, lobbying and standing for office if 
they really wanted to change things. Important discussions were being held at COP27 
and JSO’s actions were a distraction. 
JSO spokesperson, Alex De Koning answered her plainly. Climate change activists 
have been pursuing legal and peaceful means of protest and campaigning for 50 years. 
Now, as the General Secretary of the United Nations  had said on Monday at the 
opening of COP27, we were heading for a climate disaster in which millions would 
suffer. The government does not need to wait for COP27 to act. Its own actions are 
criminal, breaching the pledges it made at COP26 and making a mockery of climate 
change targets. 
When challenged that JSO’s own actions were criminal, De Koning agreed. But said it 
was a proportional response to the scale of the crisis. This year’s droughts had cut the 
UK potato crop by half and wheat production by a third. Our fruit and veg industry 
was facing collapse next year.
Then he turned the question round and asked what Sarah Montague was doing about 
climate change with her massive platform on the BBC. He pointed out that worldwide 
deaths from carbon related air pollution were higher than the combined total for 
malaria, HIV and TB. 
And when it came to relying on COP the final statement from COP26 never even 
mentioned oil and gas. We’ve had enough words. Then AMERICA went to the polls on 
Tuesday and the rest of the world watched on with fascination eager to work out what 
the results would mean for Biden, Trump, the Democrats and the Republicans. It is as 
if we were all involved in these elections, except, like the disenfranchised everywhere, 
we had no vote, no say, no choice. 
Unlike Starmer, we at Critical Mass have no difficulty in affirming our full support for 
Just Stop Oil and applaud their courage and dedication.

WE SUPPORT JUST STOP OIL

Read online
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AMERICA went to the polls on Tuesday and the rest of the 
world watched on with fascination eager to work out what the 
results would mean for Biden, Trump, the Democrats and the 

Republicans. It is as if we were all involved in these elections, except, 
like the disenfranchised everywhere, we had no vote, no say, no choice. 
The BBC had a live page dedicated to the results as they came in. Why are we so 
interested in elections taking place across the Atlantic when elections across the Channel 
barely warrant a mention in the British press? The truth is that, like it or not, what 
happens in America matters because of the influence America exerts over the rest of the 
globe. 
American politics are the sideshow to America’s economic dominance. America exports 
$1.34 trillion of products each year (as of 2020) and imports $2.24 trillion of products. 
It is the leading player on the global market and its position in that market is, more or 
less, unassailable. Every political decision taken by Senate, House of Representatives and 
the President is taken with a view to maintaining that dominant position.
As we look on we may feel like children with noses pressed against the sweet shop 
window, but in fact those decisions decide not whether we will ever be allowed inside 
the shop (we won’t), but what crumbs might come our way. America is adept at using 
its economic and military power to ensure that the rest of us stay in line. If you really 
want to understand why we are having COP27 to be followed no doubt by COP28, 
COP29 and ad infinitum until there is no air to breathe, consider that the top exports of 
the USA are refined petroleum ($58.4B), crude petroleum ($52.3B) and cars ($47.6B). 
Do we care who controls Senate, the House or even the White House? We do because 
the mass media tell us we should. But what difference will it make to the lives of ordinary 
Americans, let alone the worldwide audience, whether Ron DeSantis wins in Florida or 
who controls Senate? If there is a winner it is the same winner as last time and the time 
before that. Indeed we can reveal, without the aid of polling expert John Curtice, that 
the winner of the American mid-term elections is international capitalism. And the 
losers are, as ever, ordinary workers struggling to make ends meet in a world economy 
dominated by the oil industry.

American mid-terms give no 
hope for the left

Read online Image courtesy of Needpix.com
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AS COP27 began in the Red Sea resort of Sharm el-Sheikh organisations 
and individuals were calling for the release of Alaa Abd El-Fattah  who 
has been imprisoned in Egypt for most of the last decade on various 

charges.
The charges he has been sentenced on include ‘spreading false news’, ‘undermining national 
security’, ‘belonging to a terrorist group’ and ‘using social media to commit a publishing offence’. 
Mr Abd El-Fattah is just one of the tens of thousands of government critics, including journalists, 
environmental groups, and human rights defenders, who are imprisoned in Egypt on ‘terrorism’ 
charges’, according to Human Rights Watch.  
Prime Minister Rishi Sunak has said he would raise the case with the country’s presidency while 
he is in Egypt for COP27, saying it is something “many countries want to see resolved”. Khalid 
Abdalla, a friend and star of The Crown, has also spoken out, saying that there is every possibility 
that his friend, who is on hunger strike, could die during the summit.
He also said: “All 120 world leaders are descending on Sharm el-Sheikh right now. If all of them can’t 
result in Alaa being released from prison, then what hope have we got of saving the climate?” 
A question many are asking after decades of climate talks with very little actually being accomplished.  
United Nations Secretary General Antonio Guterres warned: “Greenhouse gas emissions keep growing. 
Global temperatures keep rising. And our planet is fast approaching tipping points that will make climate 
chaos irreversible. We are on a highway to climate hell with our foot still on the accelerator.”
The UN secretary-general said the target should be to provide renewable and affordable energy for 
all, calling on top polluters China and the United States in particular to lead the way. He also said 
it was a “moral imperative” for richer polluters to help vulnerable countries.
French President Emmanuel Macron echoed this, calling on the US, China and other non-European 
rich nations to step up their efforts to cut emissions and provide financial aid to other countries.
“Europeans are paying,” he told climate campaigners from France and African countries. “We are the 
only ones paying.” But former PM Boris Johnson who is at COP27 in a “purely supportive role”, 
said, “Per capita, people in the UK put a lot of carbon in the atmosphere… But what we cannot do I’m 
afraid is make up for that with some sort of reparations, we simply do not have the financial resources.”
This is at odds with Rishi Sunk who has said the issue of paying reparations must be discussed 
and who has vowed to push for countries to unite to leave “a legacy we could be proud of” for the 
children of the world.
The issue of compensation is a controversial one but one that is on the agenda. It will be interesting 
to see which leaders are for it and which against.

COP27 begins amid calls for release of 
political prisoner

Read online

Image courtesy of RamyRaoof
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The Home Secretary, Suella Braverman, should have had plenty to talk about 
when she addressed the Association of Police and Crime Commissioners 
and National Police Chiefs’ Council Partnership Summit on Wednesday.

Last month the Casey Report gave a damning verdict on the Metropolitan Police, describing a 
culture of racism, homophobia and misogyny, as well as allegations of serious misconduct not 
being upheld.
A week ago Politics Home reported,
“The independent inspectorate of Constabulary and Fire & Rescue Services (HMICFRS) have 
warned that a culture of misogyny, sexism and predatory behaviour towards members of the public 
and female colleagues persists across many UK police forces today.”
The same report found that there were too many cases of people, including those with criminal 
records or links to organised crime, being  allowed to join the police and that it was “too easy” for 
them to do so. Failures in vetting procedures in many police forces mean that many hundreds and 
possibly thousands of corrupt police officers have been recruited in recent years.
So what did Braverman say? She acknowledged the reports mentioned above but passed over the 
fact that this culture is institutionalised across police forces. Instead wanted to get rid of ‘politically 
correct distractions’ like ‘debating genders on Twitter’ and she chose to praise the Manchester Chief 
Constable because he was ‘anti-woke.’
She went on to attack ‘misplaced cultural and political sensitivities in places like Manchester, 
Rotherham, and Telford [that] got in the way of tackling wicked grooming gangs preying on 
vulnerable children.’ She spoke about downgrading ‘non-crime hate incidents’ whatever that means.
Braverman really warmed to her subject when she got onto the ‘criminal activists’ like Just Stop Oil, 
‘the radicals, the road-blockers, the vandals, the militants and the extremists.’ Civil disobedience is 
now ‘a threat to our way of life.’
Some may take comfort from the pushback her comments provoked from some of the senior 
police officers at the conference, who defended diversity and inclusion. But these are empty words 
compared to the reality of racist and sexist policing across the country. And not many of us would 
recognise Braverman’s criticism of ‘good-humoured policing’ on the pickets and protests that we 
have attended.
The fact is we have a Home Secretary who has broken the law with her treatment of refugees and 
asylum seekers, and who has the temerity to lecture those who stand up for human rights and to 
protest against climate catastrophe as unpatriotic, criminal extremists. Just like Thatcher 40 years 
ago she regards us as the enemy within.
And Starmer’s Labour Party endorses this rampant authoritarianism by condemning demonstrators 
and calling for stricter sentences. All the more reason to demonstrate our support for direct action 
to defend what is left of our rights. We cannot leave it to police chiefs and politicians to do it for us.

Read Online

Braverman Praises anti-woke Police
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If it is possible to measure democracy by the freedom of journalists to report on what is 
happening, how does our so-called democracy stand up to scrutiny?  Just this week documentary 
maker Rich Felgate and photographer Tom Bowles were arrested for reporting on the Just Stop 
Oil protests on the M25 in Hertfordshire. A day later Charlotte Lynch, an LBC reporter, 
found herself in cells for 5 hours for doing the same. 
Do we live in a democracy? Are the press free? Two burning questions which are hardly new.
In 1845 Karl Marx wrote: “ The ideas of the ruling class are in every epoch the ruling ideas; i.e. 
the class which is the ruling material force of society, is at the same its ruling intellectual force.”
The police are an arm of the state and when the state feels threatened it has a tendency to arrest 
first and ask questions later. As Marx says those who control the material forces in society 
tend to also control the intellectual forces. That’s a powerful force that has nothing to do with 
freedom.
Most socialists are more than aware that the press is anything but open to debate. Those of us 
who watched the demonisation of Jeremy Corbyn might feel that people are stupid or gullible 
to believe what are clearly, to us at least, lies and smears.
That is a harsh judgement on our fellow citizens. The reason why people believe the ruling 
ideas is precisely because their domination of the media ensure that ordinary citizens are 
bombarded with the message that, for example, environmental protesters are selfish cranks 
who could, as Sir Keir Starmer pointed out, use other means to get their message across. It is 
not just what they tell you, but what they omit to tell you that is important. Why, for example, 
has the dreadful treatment of Julian Assange featured so little in the consciousness of his fellow 
journalists?
Those of us who watched the Al Jazeera documentary The Labour Files would have expected, 
at the very least, a column or two on the damaging accusations levelled at the opposition, and 
soon to be government if polls are correct, party. But as Media Lens report there was not a 
single mainstream article. As they report:
“We challenged both Katharine Viner, Guardian editor, and Pippa Crerar, Guardian political 
editor, to report on ‘The Labour Files’. We also challenged Paul Brand, UK editor of ITV News, 
and Chris Mason, BBC News political editor. We received the usual brush weed response of…
utter silence.”
The media are colluding in some massive lies which, in the case of the environment, will 
have truly devastating results. But their sole interest is in maintaining the fiction that they 
are impartial observers of the truth, rather than as has become quite obvious, a dangerous 
propaganda force ensuring that protest and debate is entirely marginalised.
Despite the many years that have passed little has changed since Marx’s day. A truly free 
press would not be owned by a handful of billionaires. A truly free broadcast media would 
not demonstrably refuse to accept the legitimate concerns of its audience whilst at the same 
time claiming to be their champions. But, as Marx pointed out many years ago so long as the 
“means of mental production” are in the hands of the ruling class it is their ideas, not ours, 
that will dominate. All we can do is continue to point out that freedom of the press is a myth 
propagated by the very press who are its beneficiaries.

A FREE PRESS OR 
A PRESS FREE OF 
RESPONSIBILITY



November 13th 2020

7

N
EW

S 
IN

 B
R

IE
F

N
EW

S 
IN

 B
R

IE
F

Around 100,000 civil servants have voted to strike 
Around 100,000 civil servants have voted to strike in a dispute over pay, pensions and jobs. The Public 
and Commercial Services union (PCS) said the legal threshold for industrial action had been reached 
in 126 separate areas, including driving test examiners, border force officials and job-centre staff. The 
union warned that unless it receives “substantial” proposals from the Government, it will announce a 
programme of “sustained industrial action” on 18 November. The union is calling for a 10 per cent pay 
rise, better pensions, job security and no cuts to redundancy terms.

Palestine Cinema Day Festival opened on 1st November.
During the ninth edition of the Palestine Cinema Days Festival, from 1st to 7th November,  nearly 60 
local and international films were screened cross seven Palestinian cities. They included a 60-minute 
documentary film titled ‘Recovery’. which was shown through the memories of an elderly man, who 
was born in 1929,and which touched upon key moments in Palestinian history, including mass 
uprisings against oppression by the British occupation, and Zionist settler colonialism that culminated 
in the Nakba, the violent ethnic cleansing of Palestine to create the Jewish state of Israel in 1948. The 
festival, held since 2014 by the Ramallah-based Filmlab organisation, also showed films marking 40 
years since the expulsion of the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) from Beirut in 1982.

Taliban has now banned women from visiting all parks in Kabul. 
Women have been excluded further from public life in Afghanistan with the Taliban banning them 
from visiting all parks in Kabul. Women's rights and freedoms have been severely restricted since the 
group seized power just over a year ago with women only being allowed to visit parks on three days 
every week - Sunday, Monday, Tuesday - and men on the remaining four, but now even that has gone. 
The Taliban claims Islamic laws were not being followed at parks. The ban extends to amusement parks 
where families visit together with their children.

Campaigners are calling for the free school meals (FSM) income cap 
to be raised

Campaigners are calling for the free school meals (FSM) income cap to be raised as teachers reveal 
that children in England are coming to school with mouldy bread or even nothing. An analysis by the 
Liberal Democrats found that more than 100,000 children in England may be missing out on free 
school meals. According to the Party, new figures released by the Department for Work and Pensions 
show that 1.07 million children aged five to 16 in England live in households below the current 
income ceiling of £7,400 after tax and benefits, but had it increased in line with inflation 1.18 million 
children would be under the threshold. In England, children from reception to primary year two 
receive universal free school meals, but the Scottish and Welsh governments have gone further and are 
committed to rolling it out to all primary school pupils.

The UK has faced further criticism from the UN over its deal with 
Rwanda

The UK came in for further criticism from the UN on Thursday over its deal with Rwanda to deport 
asylum seekers to that country. In a review of its human rights record, the UK was subjected to a 
barrage of inquiries and criticism on both its immigration and anti-poverty measures amid claims that 
it is regressing on freedoms. Whilst criticism is a regular part of the UN process which occurs every few 
years, observers said this level of scrutiny, of one of the most well-known democracies in the world and 
from such a wide spectrum of nations, including allies, was noteworthy. 
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to slow this would be good news for those who watch our budget goods not because they are interested 
but because it is their life we are reporting here. The fact is that even if all prices were to stop rising 
immediately the food bill of the average person has risen by one-fifth in a little over six months. That 
is, frankly, unprecedented.
At the same time as we all know fuel rises have been allowed to rise exponentially regardless of the fact 
that wholesale fuel prices have fallen to the levels they were prior to the big price hikes. It is difficult to 
get a grip on exactly what is happening with fuel prices because the companies have been very adept at 
making reading their bills more or less impossible. 
Unlike most products the amount you pay is not determined simply by how much you use. Indeed, 
those switching off their heating to save on their bills might be very disappointed. Not only will they 
be cold but their bill will continue to rise. How so? Because a large portion of your bill is not related to 
your usage at all, but simply to the cost of having a supply. This is known as a ‘standing charge’ but as 
you get your ever growing bills you may need to sit down to look at it. It is also very difficult to track 
down how much this is rising by. 
Currently, according to Martin Lewis, the standing charge for gas is 28.5p per day and for electricity 
is 46.5p per day. This means that you are paying almost £300 per year without putting on a single 
light bulb or gas ring. You might argue that this is just a cost that you have to bear. But, bear in mind 
when you go into a shop they do not charge you for the use of their premises, those costs are included 
in the price of goods you buy. In fact, standing charges are just one of many ways energy companies 
have found to fleece their customers whilst raking in huge profits for themselves and their shareholders. 
No wonder they can celebrate that prices are not rising quite as high as they were!

THERE was high excitement in the 
stock markets this week as the S&P 
500, the American version of the 

FTSE 100, leapt over 5% in a single day. This 
was prompted by a belief amongst market 
analysts that inflation was about to come 
down. Their optimism was encouraged 
because the US Consumer Price Index data 
on Thursday showed prices rose slower in 
October than economists had forecast,
Most Sunday Socialist readers will no doubt be able 
to contain their excitement a little longer. Note that 
prices did not fall, in fact they kept rising, but not 
as fast as economists had suggested they would. This 
is the equivalent of leaping off a cliff and feeling 
optimistic because you don’t get to the bottom as 
fast as you expected.
Of course, were prices to cool a little and price rises 

PRICES NOT RISING AS HIGH AS THEY 
WERE EXPECTED TO IS GOOD NEWS - 

JUST NOT FOR ORDINARY PEOPLE

Cheese
Milk
Bread
Apples
Spaghetti hoops
Margarine
Baked beans
Digestives
Crisps
Corn Flakes
Fusili
Tea bags
Tomato soup
Pizza
TOTAL

Price May 
15th

Price 
today

1.89
0.95
0.55
1.19
0.13
1.09
0.22
0.39
2.79
0.55
1.29
0.95
0.45
0.99
13.43

2.65
1.25
0.72
1.59
0.16
1.29
0.26
0.45
3.39
0.59
1.45
0.99
0.49
0.99
16.11

Rise in cost of goods in our budget 
since May 15th

Percent 
rise
40.2
31.6
30.9
33.6
23.1
18.3
18.2
15.4
21.5  
7.3

12.4
4.2
8.9

0
21.1

Photo courtesy of Needpix.com
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Nurses across UK vote overwhelmingly for strike action
For the first time in their history UK nurses have backed strike action. The Royal College of Nursing, 
in announcing the strike said, “Results of our biggest ever strike ballot show record numbers of nursing 
staff are prepared to join picket lines this winter.” Dates for the strikes have not yet been announced 
but are expected to take place before the end of the year and could run until May if a satisfactory pay 
offer is not made.

Teachers balloting for strike action
The NASUWT is balloting members in schools and sixth-form colleges in England, Scotland and 
Wales on the failure of governments and employers to give teachers a fully funded pay award of 12%. 
In the past 12 years teachers real terms pay has been cut by 20%, losing the average teacher over 
£50,000. The ballot is expected to be completed by early January.

Postal workers’ strike
The postal workers’ union, CWU, served legal notice on Royal Mail Group for national strike action 
on Thursday 24th November and Friday 25th November. The dispute is over pay, after Royal Mail 
imposed an unagreed 2% pay deal. This is at a time when Royal Mail has announced Group profits 
of £758 million and when the company is paying out many millions to private shareholders.

Rail Workers To Re-ballot
As RMT members in London took strike action on Thursday 10th November, 2022, many RMT 
members are being re-balloted due to anti-trade union laws. Whilst the strike has been solid to date, 
the new ballot imposed by the 1993 Trade Union Reform and Employment Rights Act, a piece of 
legislation the eagle eyed might spot could have been repealed or substantially amended at any time 
during 15  years of New Labour government. 
The RMT continue to fight plans like doubling pension contributions, reduced payments and raising 
the retirement age. This is on top of millions of pounds of cuts, including job cuts and other cost-
cutting plans such as less maintenance being carried out and vacancies left unfilled.

West Midlands Ambulance Service workers ballot for strike over pay
Nearly 1,000 ambulance workers serving  Shropshire, Herefordshire, Worcestershire, Staffordshire, 
Warwickshire, Coventry, Birmingham and the Black Country  are demanding a better deal. The 
workers, including paramedics and emergency call handlers, are angry over the  4% NHS Agenda 
for Change pay award which was imposed last month. The award falls well short of the real rate of 
inflation, RPI, which stands at 12.6%. The imposed award meant most staff received an increase of 
around £100 per month in their pay packet. 

OUR ROUND-UP FROM TRADE 
UNIONS

Compiled by Teodora Hansen

https://creatingsocialism.org/
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IF YOU look up Jamaica on the Internet, you are often met with either very 
old articles, or ones advising tourists on the safest places, what to avoid etc. 
There is little information about the people of this benighted country readily 

available – it’s there if you look for it, but you have to be prepared to search 
– so it is perhaps understandable that so many, when they think of Jamaica, 
think of a holiday destination, albeit one where they should be careful and take 
precautions.
Who thinks of the people living day to day with not just crime, but almost unimaginable levels 
of poverty? There is so much to focus on in this country, which has the dubious honour of being 
the fifth most corrupt state in the Caribbean. Most notably, tens of thousands live in precarious 
conditions without running water, sanitation or decent housing, and unemployment is widespread. 
As a result of this poverty, many children turn to gang life, further exacerbating Jamaica’s crime 
problem. There are so many challenges in this beautiful nation, and the ordinary people of Jamaica 
are meanwhile trying to live their lives as best they can, while enduring hardships nobody should 
be facing in the 21st century.

Broken bridges and broken promises
Only two months ago, at the beginning of September and the start of a new school year for 
Jamaica’s children, parents were fearful for their children’s lives near the north-west Manchester/
southern Trelawny border, as the bridge which they had to cross to get to school has still not been 
replaced after collapsing more than a year ago. Ministers stated that they are still working on a 
design for the bridge and that it could take up to two years to complete. And so a journey that was 
a short, safe walk can now take up to two hours and $1,100 in transportation costs since the bridge 
was washed away on August 18, 2021.
And while we’re on the subject of rivers, it is worth noting that in Jamaica, especially in Kingston, 

Jamaica – a country in crisis
Susie Granic

Children at an outdoor class run by the local community for the children of squatters in 
Kingston, Jamaica. Image courtesy of Education for All – Children in Jamaica by United 
Nations

Read online
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Montego Bay, and many smaller coastal towns, waterways 
take the form of gullies, and these are quickly filled with both 
rubbish and water when the torrential rains hit. In March of 
last year the Minister of Finance, Nigel Clarke, announced 
a gully-cleaning project for Kingston which would have, 
among other things, involved the training of community 
members as environmental wardens, but the initiative was 
delayed, supposedly because of budget constraints brought 
about by the Covid epidemic. And the planned 100 new 
garbage trucks were put on hold as there was there was no 
money for them.
And then there is the pollution. Chemical spills result in The holiday brochure version of Jamaica. Image courtesy 

of Needpix.com major fish losses and so deprive residents of food, income, and 
fresh water, in addition to affecting their health. Much is promised to remedy these issues which are caused by 
a careless industry, but little is ever done.

Deforestation and soil erosion
An island which was once covered almost entirely in forest has now lost more than 75% of that forest, and, 
while some of the devastation can be laid at the feet of natural disasters such as Hurricane Gilbert in 1988, 
these disasters are worsened by the deforestation and resulting soil erosion. While tourism is to blame for a 
lot of this, the major cause is mining. Bauxite mining, the country’s second largest money earner, requires the 
complete removal of vegetation and topsoil, leading to the ruination of the forests and in turn devastating 
communities, who lose not only their traditional way of life but many plants used for both food and medicine.

Schoolchildren
Let’s come back to those schoolchildren. Not only do many have to deal with no electricity at home, which 
leaves them unable to study at times, but many simply stop attending school because of health or financial 
issues. However, there are others who live with these issues and with abject poverty, yet continue with their 
schooling as best they can. A wonderful example of this is the young Delano Tucker whose inspirational video 
can be seen on YouTube
In the video 16 year old Delano Tucker describes his life in a run down two room shack where he shares a 
bed with his younger sister. When it rains the roof leaks. Despite this Delano is clearly bright and motivated 
and his teachers provide glowing references. Delano 
is one of many young people denied opportunities 
that many take for granted simply because he was 
unlucky enough to be born in one of the poorest 
countries in the world.
It’s interesting that the World Bank considers 
Jamaica to be an upper-middle-income country 
while it is one of the poorest countries in North 
America.
I have only touched upon the very grave problems 
facing the people of Jamaica and said nothing of 
the corruption behind it in this introductory article 
but I will return to it in future issues of Critical 
Mass and discuss the situation in greater depth.

The inspirational Bob Marley still an 
icon for many Jamaicans. Image courtesy 
of Needpix.com
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“So,” you ask me, “how did we get into this shocking mess?”
Which mess, exactly?
“This mess! Can’t you see it? EVERYTHING!”
I nod sagely, as if I’ve a clue what you’re asking.

Fortunately, you continue: “What happened 
to our dreams of caring for one another? Of 
making our world fairer and kinder? What 
happened to all our hopes for a brighter, 
better future?”
Ah, that mess…. The death of our dreams....
The summer of love
You’re thinking John Lennon’s Imagine, 
aren’t you?

Or dreaming, perhaps, of a dream once dreamt by Martin Luther King. Or maybe you’re 
harking back to the optimism of the hippies in their everlasting summer of love?
Well, all of that is admirable enough.
Maybe it’s the fall of the Berlin Wall that once captured your imagination and inspired you. 
Or maybe it was punk rock, or hip hop, or Occupy, or WikiLeaks – or just the thought of 
ordinary folk finally getting their say. That sort of thing…
It keeps happening
And, when you think of it, it’s a striking question. What happened to all of that? All the 
optimism? All that hope for a better future? What happened to our dreams of a happy, 
prosperous, peaceful world?
I have to admit, I’m kind of stuck for an answer.
Because it’s not just recently that it all turned sour. It keeps happening. Over and over.

Fateful revolutions
We could go back a little, if you like. We could ask, “What happened to the socialism 
of Jesus?” Or “What happened to the environmentalism of Shinto or the Buddha? ” Or 
“What happened to the feminism of Mohamed and the humanism of Confucius?”

How did we get into this mess?
Luke Andreski

Read onlinePhoto courtesy of Needpix.com
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More recently than that, we might wonder, with a fair degree of wistfulness, about the fate of the Enlightenment 
or the French Revolution, the American War of Independence or the Russian Revolution – or glasnost, or the 
socialism of Latin America, or the Orange Revolution or the Arab Spring…
We might ask, “Why do we so often resign ourselves to the disappointment of a broken world?” A creeping 
disaster
It’s a question I’d like to try to answer… but give me a moment.
You see, it’s a big and complex question needing a big and complex answer, but I’d like to keep this conversation 
short…
Ok, here’s what I think.
I think the disaster just sort of crept up on us.
This mess we’re in? Politically? Socially? Economically?
It’s the near-inevitable result of something pretty sneaky – which keeps blind-siding the idealists, the visionaries, 
the champions of humanism, the great environmentalists, the heroes of equality or socialism or compassion.

Spectra
Imagine for a moment that there’s a spectrum of human 
gullibility.
It’s not elitist to suggest such a thing. It has to exist: all human 
traits have their range.
For instance, some of us are tall, some of us less so – and you 
get a scattering of every conceivable height in between.
Some of us are insect thin while others are hippopotamus 
plump – and the rest of us fall somewhere between the two.

It’s natural. Would you want everyone to be the same?

Gullibility
So you have very gullible folk at one end of the spectrum of gullibility; and you have the least gullible folk 
at the other. And then you have whole populations of people scattered on a bell curve between these two 
extremes.

Morality
Now let’s consider another spectrum, one that’s a little more challenging. The spectrum of morality. Some folk 
are very moral… Some folk are middling-moral…
And some folk wouldn’t know morality if it walked up and slapped them in the face.
This isn’t being judgemental. It’s simply statistics.
One population, two spectra. So we have two spectra, side by side, one of gullibility and one of morality, 
running through all human populations.
Can you see the immediate temptation? A temptation that’s wrecked our best attempts at decent societies so 
very many times?

Epiphany
The temptation is this: that those at the bottom of the morality 
spectrum will look across at those at the top of the gullibility 
spectrum and experience an epiphany. “Hey!” they’ll tell 
themselves. “I can’t believe my luck! Look at all those gullible 
folk! They’ll believe anything I say!”

The saddle
It’s a powerful combination. Can’t you just see it? The wicked 
hoisting themselves up onto the saddle of the gullible and 
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digging their spurs into society’s underbelly. “Giddyup! Giddyup! Go, boy, go!” – and off we go, careering 
downhill all the way.
It’s such a powerful combination! – capable of derailing any idealism or high hopes – the immoral taking the 
gullible for a ride. And it’s happened time and time again throughout human history. And it’s happening right 
now.

A good place
“Is that it?” you ask. “There’s nothing we can do? It’s just a matter of statistics, of human demographics? An 
Achilles’ Heel in our nature which our nature will never let us heal?”
Well, I won’t pretend it’s looking good. Here we are, in the CE 2020s, and we find ourselves in the midst of 
a perfect storm: political corruption, populist lies, jingoistic nationalism, surging authoritarianism and the 
corporate/billionaire takeover of just about everything… None of this puts us in a good place for handling the 
most important threats of our time: pandemics; capitalism 
gorging itself into a stupor; the approach of climate change; 
resource depletion; unregulated gene modification and AI; 
and even doubts about that simplest of objectives: feeding 
ourselves in the years to come.

Hope
And yet… things are not hopeless.
“They’re not?”
No, they’re not. They only seem hopeless if you forget who 
we are, if you forget the astounding achievements of our civilisation, of our species. If you forget our incredible 
capability and ingenuity as human beings.
“But you’ve described a mechanism which undermines our every aspiration and dream.”
Yes, I have – so I’d better describe a way of tackling that.

A sideways shift
We have the spectrum of gullibility. And we have the spectrum of morality. And we see, all around us, the 
catastrophic results of the wicked exploiting the gullible – overturning the aspirations of the moral and the 
good.
So, if we’re to survive as a society and a species we must make our exploitation both more difficult and less 
likely. We must make the gullible less gullible and the immoral more moral.
But is that possible? Can it be done?

Tactical
It can. There are two tactics at our disposal, and we must deploy both. The first tactic is to teach one another 
how to be more sceptical, more analytical, and how to tackle the lies that others tell us and those we tell 
ourselves. I’ve written a book called Ethical Intelligence which offers some techniques for achieving this.
The second tactic is to embrace an ethics suited to the challenges of the 21st Century – an ethics rooted in the 
very essence of what we are: in life itself – and to encourage others to embrace this ethics too. I’ve written a book 
called Intelligent Ethics which makes the case for such a morality, based on caring for those around us, caring 
for all humanity and caring for the biological world.
You see, clear thinking and morality have become survival traits for our species (and perhaps they always were). 
So we must shift entire populations down the spectrum of gullibility towards scepticism and analysis; and we 
must shift entire populations up the spectrum of morality towards kindness and compassion.
And we need to do these things ethically, through education, explanation and example.
It’s a big ask… but surely it’s worth a try?

Articles that appear in the Opinion section of Critical Mass Sunday Socialist represent the views of 
the author and not necessarily those of Critical Mass. 
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WHAT IS HISTORY
Dave Middleton

WHAT is history? That might seem a rather stupid question, for history is 
just stuff that happened in the past. But you know if you have studied 
history at school it is not everything that happened in the past.

Consider the idea that the Tories are taking us back to the Victorian era. Many of us have all said 
it, and it is probably true. But, given that there is nobody alive now who actually lived through the 
Victorian era how do we know?
When we talk of the Victorian era the first thing we might note is that it is an era defined by a Queen 
who ruled the British Empire, as it was then, from 1837 to 1901. That era coincides, strangely enough, 
with the formative years of what we now call modern capitalism and what history books often refer 
to as industrialisation. What is also interesting is that Queen Victoria was neither a capitalist nor an 
industrialist. She did not invent the spinning jenny or the steam train, and yet we define a period of 
64 years as if her presence was the most important thing happening.

History as a series of facts
Why do we not call it the ‘industrial era’ or the ‘exploitation era’, or something closer to the lives of 
most ordinary people? The fact is that ordinary people do not usually figure in history as anything 
other than bit players. And history, far from being a neutral account of the past, is selected and 
transferred to us via schools and universities as a story that shapes how we are supposed to think 
about our heritage. Some historians may like to pretend that all they do is give us the facts, but as the 
historian EH Carr once put it: 
“The facts are really not at all like fish on the fishmonger’s slab. They are like fish swimming about in 
a vast and sometimes inaccessible ocean; and what the historian catches will depend, partly on chance, 
but mainly on what part of the ocean he chooses to fish in and what tackle he chooses to use – these two 
factors being, of course, determined by the kind of fish he wants to catch. By and large, the historian 
will get the kind of facts he wants.” What is History p.23 
History is not neutral. Ordinary people do not figure in most accounts of history and Black people 

The Peterloo Massacre Image Manchester Libraries, Public domain, via Wikimedia Commons Read online
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are omitted. Women usually have only a subsidiary role. Of course, in recent times, there have been attempts to 
remedy this, but history, as we understand it, is not neutral and it is why, as socialists, we have to keep telling our 
own history so that our heroes and heroines – trade unionists, revolutionists, martyrs – are not airbrushed away 
whilst we are encouraged to idolise heroes the establishment deems acceptable. Even those revolutionary figures 
who slip through the net are painted in such a way as to make them acceptable. Martin Luther King is portrayed 
as a pacifist, but he embraced revolutionary socialism, Nelson Mandela as a moderate who believed in bringing 
black and white together and his lifetime membership of the Communist Party conveniently forgotten. Events 
such as Peterloo are looked upon with horror, as if no such thing could ever happen today. Historians often 
conveniently overlook Bloody Sunday, almost any day in Palestine, the use of police violence against the miners, 
magistrates handing disproportionate prison sentences to Extinction Rebellion activists, and so on. We are 
supposed to believe, and history reinforces this, that our history is that of a liberal society moving away from 
violence and toward reason, when we know nothing could be further from the truth.

The end of history?
But socialist history is more than just a desire to tell our side of the story, it is the very nature of that story 
that differs. For establishment historians, history plays the role of validating today’s society. Everything has led 
to this moment to the extent that in 1989, following the fall of the Berlin Wall, one influential commentator 
could declare that we had reached ‘the end of history’. Capitalism, according to that view, had triumphed and 
communism, its antithesis, had been vanquished. Without realising it Fukuyama was using what is essentially 
a Marxist interpretation of history, albeit one that was totally wrong. To understand that assertion we need to 
explain what Marx meant by history and why it was so different from what we are told about history today. In 
The Manifesto of the Communist Party, written with his friend and comrade Friedrich Engels, they start with 
this observation: 
“The history of all hitherto existing society is the history of class struggles. Freeman and slave, patrician and 
plebeian, lord and serf, guild-master and journeyman, in a word, oppressor and oppressed, stood in constant 
opposition to one another, carried on an uninterrupted, now hidden, now open fight, a fight that each time 
ended, either in a revolutionary reconstitution of society at large, or in the common ruin of the contending 
classes.”
Whilst for establishment historians history may be presented as a series of events featuring great battles, Kings 
and Queens alongside their generals and politicians (incidentally the majority of politicians slide inexorably 
into obscurity soon after their life in parliament has been completed). For socialists we can see that history is 
made not through single great events, but by the accumulation of events often presaged by the actions of people 
whose names are never known. Struggles for liberty, for equality, for democracy are made not by some great 
general or establishment liberal with a conscience, but by the actions of thousands of ordinary people coming 
together to change their conditions.

History of ordinary people 
History is not just about spectacular battles, although battles have a role to play in the consciousness of ordinary 
people who tend to die in them, but through ordinary people coming together in trade unions or campaigning 
organisations to argue and agitate for better working and living conditions.
For socialists then, history is about how and in whose interest production is organised. It is the history of how 
one class oppresses another that provides the template for how history and society progress. 
As Alan Woods has written: 
“Marxism maintains that the development of human society over millions of years represents progress, in the 
sense that it increases humankind’s power over nature and thus creates the material conditions for achieving 
genuine freedom for men and women.”
For socialists, history cannot be conceived of as a set of disconnected events which support and extend 
capitalism. History is seen in terms of the development of a class that can carry humanity to its next stage. As 
we see the modern bourgeoisie desperately trying to maintain its rule through war, environmental destruction 
and autocratic rule, we know that these are not random events. They are the acts of a class that is rapidly losing 
its right to rule. The only question is: are the proletariat in a position to replace them and implement a new era 
for humanity by abolishing class distinctions once and for all?
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“Just Stop Oil” protests are meant to 
be an inconvenience, says Susie Granic

AS news hit the airwaves on Wednesday of a 
collision on the M25 involving two lorries 
and a motorbike, many were quick to blame 

the Just Stop Oil protesters who are continuing in 
their campaign to shut down the motorway as part 
of their campaign to demand the government halts 
all new oil and gas licenses and consents.
But the collision apparently had nothing to do with the protesters as police have themselves said 
they initially arrived to deal with someone on the motorway between Junction 26 and 27. It was 
because of this intervention that a rolling road block was put in place and subsequently the collision 
occurred. The truth won’t really matter to the people who complain, they will just complain about 
being held up.
It’s quite amazing the amount of people who apparently only use the motorway to gain access to 

life-saving medical treatments or to attend funerals.
Are the protests an inconvenience? Yes, of course they are, 
that is the whole point. Were you listening before the activists 
stepped up their campaigns? 
And it is not likely to go away. There has now been four weeks 
of daily disruption and civil disobedience from the activists 
with more than 700 arrests made and 16 activists are currently 
in prison either on remand or serving sentences. That they are 
prepared to go to these lengths should tell us just how serious 

they are and how worried they are for the future. As Sam Holland, a 20-year-old from Leeds said: 
“I’m taking action because I have no choice. If governments across the world are allowed to drill for 
more oil and gas, we face a future of crop failure, starvation and social collapse. Civil resistance and 
mass disruption gives us a chance of forcing them to change. I am risking prison time but I’m willing 
to do that because prison is nothing compared to what is coming down the road. I will not sit by and 
do nothing whilst this horror unfolds.”
None of us should be sitting by. Heat waves are becoming the new norm and are causing droughts 
which in turn are causing the deaths of animals and almost intolerable suffering of humans as they 
are impacted by droughts. Just because this isn’t happening - yet - in the west doesn’t mean it isn’t 
happening at all.
You think you are inconvenienced by protesters on the motorways? People are being killed for 
trying to protect their lands. A report from Global Witness stated that, around the world, at least 
three people are killed every week while trying to prevent mining, oil drilling, or logging on their 
lands. Where is the outcry over these deaths? Why is there more publicity about people being 
inconvenienced taking what are only too often unnecessary car journeys than there is of people 
being killed?

You can donate here You can join here
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Question this week: Can there ever be a “Just” War”

War is the means by which states impose themselves on other states. As we ‘celebrate’ Remembrance 
Sunday are we celebrating peace or war? Since the end of World War ll there has not been a 
single day when there has not been a war somewhere.  Are all these conflicts just? Are any of 
them? The fact is war is a failure of politics, not, as is often claimed, it’s continuation. Each year 
since 1945 around 100,000 people die in war. If it is generally wrong to kill people then clearly 
creating industries whose sole focus is death and destruction must be morally wrong. We need 
to find a way to end war not continue to glorify it. In that sense, no war can be just.
Dave Middleton

Thomas Aquinas’ three criteria for a just war: it needs to be waged by a legitimate authority, 
have a just cause, and have the right intentions. This is problematic as these criteria are open to 
interpretation. However, most people accept the Iraq War failed all three. What of revolution? 
Lenin may help. He said any war lacking the duality of oppressed and oppressor is always a 
reactionary, unjust war, in which the oppressed effectively fight to protect their own oppressors. 
On this basis many groups fighting colonial powers engage in just wars, e.g. the ANC, while 
most other wars are unjust. 
@EthicalRenewal

If you agree with Ernest Hemingway that every war is a crime, can we ever speak of a just 
crime? I don’t think so. But, even if no war can ever be just, can it  sometimes be justified? 
Are Ukrainians justified in resisting the Russian invasion? I think so. But I do not think that 
NATO is justified in exploiting the conflict for its own ends.  As we remember the two world 
wars of the last century it is easy to make the argument that WWI was an imperialist war that 
had no justification. But what about WWII? Plenty of people on the left agree that it was not 
only justified but also that it was a just war against fascism.  In truth there were two wars going 
on in parallel. The imperialist war against the Axis left the fascist regimes in Spain and Portugal 
untouched. In fact they became western allies in the war against communism after 1945. There 
was also the antifascist struggle, often led by socialists and communists in Nazi occupied territory 
that often looked in vain to Russia and the Western Powers for support. When WWII ended 
many of these anti-fascist struggles continued, only now it was the allies who succeeded where 
Hitler had failed and suppressed them.
Mike Stanton

Next week’s Question: “Should we boycott national elections?”
Send answers by Thursday, 17 November to mike.stanton@creatingsocialism.org.

EdgeNotes
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Feedback

•All parties had agreed the 1944 NHS white paper that formed the basis of the 1946 & 1947 (Scot) NHS 
Acts,before Bevan got involved.
The NHS was established using existing personnel and facilities, nothing was built. There was no new services.
The establishment of the NHS and the Welfare State were wartime coalition  policies, for the end of hostilities, 
agreed across parties.
The practicalities of the NHS were worked out by Minister of Health Ernest Brown, LibNat, (replaced in Nov 
1943 by Henry Willink, Con), & Scottish Secretary Tom Johnston, Lab, and published in a white paper March 
1944
Winston Churchill 'From the Cradle to the Grave' broadcast 21 Mar 1943 
The NHS would have been established whichever party was in power, whoever was Minister of Health / Secretary 
of State for Scotland after the war. (Scottish NHS always separate)
Jim Griffiths's 1946 National Insurance Act (pensions & benefits)  closely  based on 1944 coalition white paper, 
passed without division. (Family Allowances Act passed during 1945 caretaker Conservative government.)
The Conservatives opposed nationalisation of hospitals, as did Herbert Morrison (in cabinet). Only the BMA 
opposed the principle of the NHS. By 1954 Bevan had realised his mistake and wrote of returning hospitals to 
local government https://t.co/aUDhMmjzBg |
Nationalisation was a disaster. Hospitals whether local gov or voluntary (charitable foundations) had been built 
by local fundraising and endowments, all of which stopped. Bevan failed to provide any alternative funding 
mechanism = no new hospitals until 1960s
Northern Ireland's Unionist government passed their own Health and Social Care legislation at Stormont. 
NI's services started the same day (5 July 1948) as the NHS in England & Wales and the NHS in Scotland.
Bill Ellson

•Whilst it was part of the coalition post war agreement , it was there because of pressure from Atlee , whose 
continuing support Churchill needed. Once Labour were in power , the Tories voted against the formation of the 
NHS several times.
The LeeHarveyOswalds

•Conservatives set down reasoned amendments welcoming NHS, but opposing nationalisation of hospitals. 
Bill Ellson
The Conservatives never were “the party of the NHS”, and history proves it
LeeHarveyOswald

The article in last Sunday’s Sunday Socialist Is The NHS Safe In Anyone’s Hands generated the 
following Twitter debate:

Editor@CreatingSocialism.org

We welcome feedback and contributions. Please keep them civil. Go to the Contact Us 
page on our website or use the comments options on articles printed online or email 
us at:
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On Wednesday, Wes Streeting was filmed asking a colleague, whether Jeremy Corbyn 
“had gone senile” for raising a point of order.  The fact that this point of order 
related to the constant attacks by the Tories on his character to deflect from the 

actions of Suella Braverman was of no concern.  The sneer on Wes Streeting’s face said it all.  
For a Shadow Health Secretary to be making comments like this is outrageous.  It is also 
ageist and, just as importantly, it is indicative of the relentless bullying Jeremy Corbyn has 
had to endure from members of his own party over the years.

Just a Joke
The problem is that Wes Streeting, like most people who bully, wouldn’t describe their behaviours in this way.  It 
was “just a joke” is an excuse often heard in employment tribunals. 
However, whether in politics or in any workplace, bullying is not a joke. These behaviours, whether by colleagues, 
bosses or customers can have a huge and long-lasting impact on people’s lives. It has been shown to affect mental 
health, personal relationships and the ability to function effectively.

Gavin Williamson
Bullying is not something that can be ignored. It is a serious problem, that is endemic in some organisations.  It is 
like a virus. It thrives when others see toxic behaviours getting results.  Maybe they get a cheap laugh from others, 
or they like seeing the fear in a member of staff’s face when they are asked to meet yet another unachievable 
target.
The latest allegations around Gavin Williamson are deeply troubling.  These are reports that he has been bullying 
for most of his working life. This has not stopped him being promoted by both Johnson and Sunak and being 
knighted for making a hash of both Education and Defence.
He is not alone; Priti Patel forced a respected and long serving Permanent Secretary out of his role after he said he 
was subjected to a “vicious and orchestrated campaign” against him for challenging Patel’s alleged mistreatment 
of civil servants.  
Then there was John Bercow, the former speaker, who was reprimanded by the  Independent Expert Panel 
(IEP) for being a serial bully.
There is clearly a deep-rooted problem.  In 2018, a report was commissioned by Dame Laura Cox into Bullying 
and Harassment in The House.
Her conclusions were damning. She said:
“A Sense of loyalty has been tested to breaking point by a culture, cascading from the top down, of deference, subservience, 
acquiescence and silence, in which bullying, harassment and sexual harassment have been able to thrive and have long 
been tolerated and concealed.”
Despite detailed recommendations, not much seems to have changed.  
The problem is that change requires a commitment from leaders of zero tolerance and neither of the leaders of 
the two main political parties are showing any indication that they regard this as an important issue.  Starmer 
seems more concerned in attacking the left, while Sunak has been focusing his energies on shady deals with the 
far right to stay in power. Meanwhile the virus is spreading and doing untold damage.

Welcome to the House of 
Toxicity

Marilyn Tyzack


