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Dar on homelessness

BRITAIN is in the grip of the worst recession for a generation. Some people argue it is 
all the fault of Brexit. Others that it would have been worse if we had stayed in Europe.
According to recent polls, 53% now think we were wrong to leave Europe, though 32% maintain that we 

were right. Not quite the percentages at the time of the referedum.
Many people regard rejoining the EU as a principle, whilst others take a more pragmatic view. What is impossible 
to ignore is that neither the Tories nor Labour are in any mood to reverse the decision as they both chase the same 
demographic of voters.
It is also impossible to ignore the fact that although most of the world is in recession the UK, largely as a result of 
Brexit, is suffering higher inflation, lower economic growth and is the first to go into recession and has no answer 
for how we might come out of it beyond making the poorest sections of the community suffer once again.
The UK could have had a managed Brexit. It didn’t. It had a Brexit based purely on anti-foreigner rhetoric.
We are not calling for another referendum, but what we are saying is let’s stop the lie that Brexit has been a success. 
The only way to describe it is as a disaster. The sooner potential PMs face up to this the more chance there is that 
they might actually be able to do something about it.
But anything short of a United Socialist Europe will simply be a sticking plaster on the gaping wound at the heart 
of the capitalist system.

JackListerEU, CC BY-SA 4.0

DAVID HOLT 
from London, 
England, CC BY 2.0
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“As national federations, we can’t put our players in a position where they could face sporting 
sanctions including bookings, so we have asked the captains not to attempt to wear the armbands 
in FIFA World Cup games.
We were prepared to pay fines that would normally apply to breaches of kit regulations and had a 
strong commitment to wearing the armband. However, we cannot put our players in the situation 
where they might be booked or even forced to leave the field of play.
The armbands, in support of diversity and inclusion, are to be replaced with FIFA’s own 'No 
Discrimination' armbands in a move which has brought them forward from the planned quarter-
finals stage.
But people are understandably very angry, and the Football Supporters’ Association (FSA) has 
expressed its disdain for FIFA. The statement issued by FSA paraphrased the ‘Today I feel gay’ speech 
which FIFA’s president Gianni Infantino gave on Saturday:
“To paraphrase FIFA president Gianni Infantino – today LGBT+ football supporters and their 
allies will feel angry,” the statement read. “Today we feel betrayed. Today we feel contempt for an 
organisation that has shown its true values by giving the yellow card to players and the red card 
to tolerance.”
Others, however, are voicing their anger and disappointment towards the team captains as well as 
FIFA as the behaviour of the European team captains is put into perspective when contrasted with 
that of Iran’s team. Alan Shearer, an ex-England captain has said that in Kane's position he would 
have worn the OneLove armband. Though noticeably, unlike fellow BBC pundit Alex Scott, Shearer 
did not wear the armband himself.
As socialists we naturally want our sporting heroes to do the right thing. But as socialists we also 
prize collective endeavour over individual heroism. Ideally, this decision should not have been Harry 
Kane's alone. It would have been better if the team had declared their solidarity and ALL stepped out 
wearing the OneLove armband. 
Taking collective responsibility was evident in the decision of Iran's national football team to stay 
silent during the national anthem before their opening World Cup game against England in protest 
over the human rights abuses taking place in their homeland, and you can bet they will be in for a 
harsher punishment at home than just getting a fine or a yellow card.
Protests have been ongoing since the death of 22-year-old Mahsa Amini in police custody in September. 
“Total legends. Some teams gave up the Rainbow armband because they feared to get a yellow card. Iran 
players instead refused to sing the national anthem despite the harsh punishment they & their families are 
going to face back home. You’re my heroes, guys.”

THE Football Associations of England, Wales, 
Germany, Belgium, Denmark and the 
Netherlands had been prepared to accept 

a fine for wearing the OneLove armbands - a fine 
which would probably mean little to them - but 
when it came to the possibility of a yellow card for 
their team captains they backed down. According to 
a statement from the English FA,

Iran’s team captain Alireza Jahanbakhsh. Pic by Mehdi    
Bolourian, licensed under CC BY 4.0.

Read online

Iran Outscores England on Human Rights at 
World Cup

https://creatingsocialism.org/woman-life-freedom-protests-continue-in-iran/
https://www.englandfootball.com/articles/2022/Nov/21/statement-one-love-armband-world-cup-2022-20222111
https://creatingsocialism.org/some-back-down-and-others-rise/
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Starmer’s 
Big Lie on 
Immigration

When Keir Starmer addressed the Confederation of British Industry (CBI) 
yesterday he repeated the big lie that immigration is responsible for driving 
down wages in the UK. Nigel Farage was delighted. He declared, “Starmer is 

now repeating the UKIP 2015 manifesto.”
Starmer at the CBI

Starmer told the CBI that UK bosses had relied on cheap foreign labour for too long and that they would be 
expected to train British workers and pay them more. But is it true that immigration is the cause of low pay? 
Academic studies often contradict each other but do agree that the impact of immigration on wages, whether 
positive or negative is quite small and varies from industry to industry. But the state of the economy has a 
greater impact on wages.
In industries that have come to rely on migrant labour, like agriculture, hospitality, and health and social care, 
downward pressure on wages and conditions has been driven by cutthroat competition and privatisation, not 
by immigration. The fightback against low pay in these sectors is now being led by migrant workers organising 
themselves in trade unions. Did Starmer tell the CBI they should encourage trade unions in their workplaces 
in order to drive up wages? Has he come out in support of the current wave of strikes to defend pay and 
conditions? Of course not.

Starmer the Brexiteer
Starmer, who was one of the architects of the second referendum campaign that effectively destroyed Labour’s 
hopes in 2019, is also determined to show that he can now out-Brexit the Tories. He says he wants to make 
Brexit work but, along with toughening up anti-immigration laws, he has said there will be no return to a single 
market or a customs union.
This ignores the evidence that pursuing failed Tory policies means that Britain will be the first G7 country to 
go into recession and the last to come out. Even the Treasury thinks that cutting immigration will damage the 
economy and lead to higher taxes and more cuts to government spending.
We could have had a soft Brexit under Corbyn with a Customs Union that smoothed out the problems of 
trading with Europe, especially in Northern Ireland. Starmer has ruled this out because he is playing to what 
he thinks is a popular vote winner, pandering to racism and nationalism while ignoring the real solutions to a 
cost-of-living crisis caused by corporate greed and profiteering.
Starmer went on to promise the CBI that they could trust Labour because he had turned the party “inside out”, 
and that “there is no going back.” He has broken every other promise he has ever made but clearly feels more 
affinity with business leaders than with the members of his own party.

Read online

https://uk.news.yahoo.com/nigel-farage-praised-keir-starmers-114605646.html
https://creatingsocialism.org/starmers-big-lie-on-immigration/
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Labour’s anti-racism event turns out to be 
racist.

RIGHT-WING Labour NEC member, Luke Akehurst, has confirmed 
in a series of tweets that Diane Abbott, the first black woman elected 
to Parliament and the longest-serving black MP in the House of 

Commons, was excluded from an event, ironically billed as 'regaining the 
confidence of BAME party members' because she is not seen as a supporter 
of the leadership.  Other black MPs excluded were Clive Lewis, Bell Ribeiro-
Addy, Dawn Butler and Marsha de Cordova.  By a strange coincidence all are 
members of the Socialist Campaign Group of Labour MPs.
Akehurst, a prominent anti-socialist member of Labour’s NEC and a Starmerite, inadvertently 
confirmed in a tweet on Wednesday that the platform was tilted towards MPs who support the 
leadership.  He went on to say, “We are running a party trying to win power, not an internal 
debating society".
Twitter users were quick to point out what dangerous territory these comments were taking the 
party into. As @Slimbo32 tweeted: “So an event for discussing concerns in the Labour Party 
around race issues only allowed BAME speakers who didn’t have concerns with the way the 
current leadership is handling race issues?" @UmutSelvi was incredulous. They tweeted: “So 
you didn’t invite the first Black woman MP because of your factional agenda…. Every Labour 
member and supporter should open their eyes.  It is now the party of a far-right faction”.
Others made the point that BAME structures should be self-organising and sarcastically thanked 
Luke Akehurst for confirming that it was a leadership-organised event.   Akehurst merely 
responded to the dissent by tweeting “And? So what?" The arrogance and sense of entitlement is 
seeping from every one of his pores. 
The risk of course, is that this is part of the drip-drip approach which starts to normalise the 
abnormal. Refusing to support striking workers, not allowing any dissent on Ukraine, putting 
patriotism at the heart of Labour’s strategy, grovelling over the monarchy, supporting the Tories' 
immigration policies, are all issues that are pushing Labour further and further away from a 
socialist agenda. 
Yes, we all remember those ten pledges, including the one about promoting unity, pluralism and 
improving the culture. We should be grateful, at least, that Luke Akehurst has well and truly 
confirmed that the final nail is now in that coffin.  No one can be under any illusions about where 
Starmer’s Labour stands.  It is not in a good place.

Read Online

https://creatingsocialism.org/labours-anti-racism-turns-out-to-be-racist/
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TIME is surely running out for hapless Suella Braverman as she 
fails to give a convincing answer to the Home Affairs Select 
Committee on her immigration policy. Asked by Conservative MP 

Tim Loughton how a 16-year-old orphan from an “East African country” 
escaping a war zone with a sibling in the UK could get to the UK safely 
and legally, Braverman blustered about legal processes but when pushed 
she had no answer to the fact that any asylum seeker entering the UK 
would be doing so illegally and therefore could not avail themselves of 
any legal process.
Repeating the same old line that “Britain could not control its borders”, she did not 
acknowledge her own failure, preferring to blame “migrants and people smugglers”.
And It is not just Braverman; successive Tory Home Secretaries from Theresa May’s ‘hostile 
environment’ onwards have favoured racist rhetoric that pleases the Daily Mail rather than 
a compassionate response to people fleeing war, devastation and oppression.
Labour’s Shadow Home Secretary, Yvette Cooper, has argued that Labour would make “the 
immigration system fair, firm and properly managed”. As we reported earlier this week, Sir 
Keir Starmer doubled down on the anti-immigration rhetoric during the CBI Conference. 
He did this despite CBI Chair Tom Danker warning that the UK could not solve its 
skills shortages without drastically increasing immigration. When the CBI is to the left of 
Labour what does it say about how far to the right the party has drifted?
It is easy to appear tough on immigration. Many people oppose open borders for others 
whilst expecting them for themselves. It is a debate conducted on purely emotional grounds 
without much recourse to evidence. Immigrants, of all colours and nationalities, have 
enriched British life. Instead of describing them as a problem to be solved, surely it’s time 
for us to be mature enough to say that everybody should have the right to live wherever 
they want. We need to recognise that, if we really want to stop the growing number of 
refugees at source, it is time to understand that the source is war and imperial expansion, it 
is not the fault of people who are charged a fortune for a perilous trip on a rubber dinghy.

Time 
running 
out for 
Braverman

Read Online

https://creatingsocialism.org/time-running-out-for-braverman/
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suggestion that the UK might make concessions to Brussels to 
secure improvements in our relations with the EU. Starmer, trying 

to outdo the Tories, has said Labour does not support a single market or a 
customs union. Brexit is done. Now we have to make it work. 
He is less forthcoming on how we can make Brexit work without stepping back from the 
extremist position of Rees-Mogg and the ERG. Partly this is because reasonable proposals 
to make Brexit work were developed by the Labour Party under Jeremy Corbyn, and the 
utter hatred of the Starmerites for anything that hints of Corbyn is as ideologically driven 
as anything coming from Tories.
It also derives from a one dimensional view of politics that sees the triumph of populism 
as absolute. Just as Blair believed there was no turning back from Thatcherism, so Starmer 
believes that the politics that turned the Red Wall blue under Johnson are here to stay. 
Hence the obsession with NATO and patriotism, talking tough on immigration, and 
hoping people will forget he was ever a Remainer who supported a second referendum. 
This has left the field clear for the Remainers to attempt a comeback. Some polls suggest 
that a rerun referendum would now vote to remain or rejoin the EU. And the mood is 
turning. Just as the EU was an easy target to blame for the UK’s problems during the 
Cameron/Clegg years, now Brexit is the scapegoat for the current crisis. 
It is correct that Brexit has damaged the UK economy. We are the only G7 nation in a 
worse state than we were before COVID. Even without Covid, as measured by GDP, we 
are 4% worse off because of Brexit. The UK will be the first major economy to go into 
recession and the last to recover. The Bank of England forecasts two years of misery. 
But lest we paint too rosy a picture of life in Europe, they too are suffering a cost of living 
crisis. Inflation at 6% in France is preferable to 11% in the UK but it still means a dramatic 
cut in living standards and many of the poorer countries in the EU have worse inflation 
than we have. 
The truth is that, in or out of the EU, all countries are subject to the world crisis of capitalism. 
The war in Ukraine, the price gouging of the fossil fuel companies, the devastation that 
climate catastrophe is already wreaking in some of the poorest nations on earth all derive 
from an irrational system based on exploitation and unbridled competition. 
The Financial Times argues that the Brexit debate is not about leave or remain. It is about 
pragmatism versus extremism. But however we tweak it, keeping a candle alight in a storm 
does nothing to stop the Capitalist tornado from ripping through our lives. For that we 
need Socialism.

Brexit is in the 
news again
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A former British soldier has become the first veteran to be convicted of 
a historical offence.

A former British soldier has become the first veteran to be convicted of a historical offence. 
53-year-old David Holden has been found guilty of the manslaughter of a Catholic man, Aidan 
McAnespie, shot dead in Northern Ireland in 1988 during the Troubles. 23-year-old McAnespie 
had been on his way to a Gaelic football match when he was shot in the back by Holden who 
claimed he had discharged his weapon accidentally. But trial judge Mr Justice O'Hara was not 
buying the defence’s story and said he was satisfied beyond reasonable doubt that the defendant 
was guilty. To date, six former soldiers have been charged with historical offences in Northern 
Ireland but cases against four collapsed and one died while on trial. But if the government’s legacy 
bill passes next year this could be the first and last successful prosecution.

Rishi Sunak  considering curbs on foreign students taking “low 
quality’ degrees and bringing in dependents

Rishi Sunak is said to be considering curbs on foreign students taking low quality’ degrees and 
bringing in dependents according to a Downing Street spokesman. They said the idea was being 
looked at after official figures (which are being used to scaremonger those concerned about 
migration) showed net migration to the UK had climbed to a record half a million. However 
the government has not defined what a ‘low quality’ degree is. This could very well be met with 
resistance as Jeremy Hunt, of all people, last week insisted immigration was required to boost 
growth. He said migration would be needed "for the years ahead - that will be very important for 
the economy”. Which puts him to the left of the Labour leadership.

NHS nurses have voted to strike for two days in December

NHS nurses have voted to strike for two days in December in a dispute over pay and patient 
safety. Members of the Royal College of Nursing (RCN) will take industrial action on 15 and 20 
December across England, Wales, and Northern Ireland. In Scotland, industrial action is being 
paused while pay negotiations continue. The strike ballot among more than 300,000 members of 
the RCN was the biggest in the union's 106-year history. The RCN had given the government a 
deadline to enter negotiations but the offer was declined so it is the government who has chosen 
strike action. Sunk said the pay rise wanted is “unaffordable”. As with railway and communication 
workers, and lecturers we offer them our wholehearted support.

Countries within the EU are preparing for increasing numbers of 
Ukrainians desperate to flee the cold and war.

As it gets colder and there is no sign of the war in Ukraine abating countries within the EU are 
preparing for increasing numbers of Ukrainians desperate to flee the cold and war. More than 
11 million Ukrainians have entered the EU since the war began in February and some observers 
claim Putin is hoping the freezing weather will fuel a new refugee crisis and test the bloc’s unity 
and support for Ukraine as citizens within are dealing with their own cost of living crises.

Compiled by Susie Granic
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Cheese
Milk
Bread
Apples
Spaghetti hoops
Margarine
Baked beans
Digestives
Crisps
Corn Flakes
Fusili
Tea bags
Tomato soup
Pizza
TOTAL

Price May 
15th

Price 
today

1.89
0.95
0.55
1.19
0.13
1.09
0.22
0.39
2.79
0.55
1.29
0.95
0.45
0.99
13.43

2.69
1.30
0.72
1.59
0.16
1.29
0.26
0.45
3.39
0.59
1.45
0.99
0.49
0.99
16.36

Rise in cost of goods in our budget 
since May 15th

Percent 
rise
42.3
36.8
30.9
33.6
23.1
18.3
18.2
15.4
21.5  
7.3

12.4
4.2
8.9

0
21.8

BRINGING INFLATION UNDER CONTROL 
MEANS BRINGING THE PRIVATE SECTOR 

UNDER CONTROL

Last week we suggested that the rate at which inflation is rising may 
be slowing. At least American investors felt this was the case and were 
excited by the possibility, but what is the evidence for slowing inflation 

given that the Autumn Statement was predicated on the belief that it could 
take one or two years to slow down?
To understand what is happening, it is worth 
looking at what causes inflation in the first place. 
Governments have been quick to point the finger 
at wages and at external factors such as the war 
in Ukraine and the disruption that has caused to 
supply chains. Essentially they argue that these 
things are being passed on to consumers and you 
are seeing the effect in your shopping basket.
Our shopping basket shows that prices have 
risen by almost 22% in less than a year and the 
government’s own figures suggest that food 
inflation has risen by up to 25% since last year. 
The question is: are all these changes a result of 
wage increases or supply chain problems?

Brexit trade barriers
The Institute for Government suggests the 
following are problematic for the UK: “Labour 
shortages, Brexit trade barriers, global supply 
problems and panic buying have all contributed.” 
Note that wages are not mentioned, though the government will always suggest wage restraint 
as the answer. But even if you take lower wages then that will not prevent the disruption 
caused by Brexit, which has remained hidden in the background of the current cost of living 
crisis, though it should have been obvious that cutting ourselves off from our major markets 
and creating new bureaucratic barriers to trade were not going to do anything but result in 
higher prices for British consumers.

Labour shortages
Of course, Brexit is only one part of the problem. But those labour shortages, which Sir Keir 
Starmer addressed in his speech to the CBI this week, mean that workers are in a stronger 
bargaining position than they would be if there was large scale unemployment. Many of those 
labour shortages are a direct result of Brexit. It is estimated that, before the pandemic, EU 
nationals made up 10% of the UK’s HGV driver workforce, but their number fell dramatically 
between March 2020 and March 2021 – by 37%, compared to a fall of only 5% for their UK 
equivalents.
But labour shortages are to do with a historic failure of the UK economy to train workers with 
the skills required by employers. Remember, most employers are in the private sector, but, 
rather than spend money on training workers, they have spent a good deal of time over the 
past 50 years or so complaining at the lack of skilled workers.
To bring inflation under control, therefore, it is not enough to drive wages down. It is necessary 
to bring the private sector under control, a job no government has managed. 
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Compiled by Teodora Hansen

Got a strike or ballot we have missed then let Teodora know by writing to: 
workers_united@creatingsocialism.org

Lecturers strike over pensions (again)
Over 70,000 staff at 150 universities across the UK have begun three days of strike action over attacks 
on pay, working conditions and pensions. The strike is the biggest in the history of higher education 
and UCU General Secretary Jo Grady said on Friday: “Today’s picket lines are huge. 70,000 university 
staff have turned out like never before, defying bullying tactics from management to show they will no 
longer accept falling pay, pension cuts, brutal workloads and gig-economy working conditions.”
UCU members overwhelmingly voted ‘yes’ to industrial action last month in two historic national 
ballots over attacks on pay and working conditions as well as pension cuts. The results are the first ever 
successful nationally aggregated ballots in the education sector since the Tories introduced anti-trade 
union laws in 2016. Despite the results, vice-chancellors have not made any improved offers.
The National Union of Students has backed the strike action, which could see over 2.5m students 
impacted.

 Posties strike to save Royal Mail
The Communication Workers Union (CWU) warned of the “end of Royal Mail as we know it”, 
as 115,000 employees went on strike on Thursday and Friday. The CWU, which represents postal 
workers, decided to walk out, as part of a longstanding dispute that has recently seen workers take a 
unanimous no confidence vote in the company CEO, Simon Thompson, at thousands of workplace 
gate meetings this week. The strike comes as Royal Mail senior management presented take-it-or-
leave-it proposals to the CWU.
More disruption is planned in the run-up to Christmas, one of the busiest times of year for the Post 
Office, with strikes announced for Wednesday 30th November, Thursday 1st December, Friday 9th 
December, Sunday 11th December, Wednesday 14th December, Thursday 15th December, Friday 
23rd December, Saturday 24th December

No post, no rail, no university - the wave of strikes continues 
The Rail union, the RMT, will put on a series of 48 hour strikes in December and January after 
industry bosses failed to offer any new deals to reach a settlement. Over 40,000 members across the 
railways and 14 Train Operating Companies will take strike action on 13th, 14th, 16th and 17th 
December and on January 3rd, 4th, 6th and 7th January.  There will also be an overtime ban across 
the railways from 18th December until 2nd January, meaning the RMT will be taking industrial 
action for 4 weeks. The union suspended previous strike action in good faith to allow for intensive 
negotiations to resolve the dispute. This did not lead to an agreement. Moreover, the RMT claim that 
the government is directly interfering with the union’s attempts to reach a settlement.
The RMT General Secretary, Mick Lynch, said: “This latest round of strikes will show how important 
our members are to the running of this country and will send a clear message that we want a good 
deal on job security, pay and conditions for our people.  We have been reasonable, but it is impossible 
to find a negotiated settlement when the dead hand of the government is presiding over these talks. We 
call upon all trades unionists in Britain to take a stand and fight for better pay and conditions in their 
respective industries. And we will seek to coordinate strike action and demonstrations where we can.”

 Teachers join the strike action
NASUWT members in Scotland have voted for industrial action over pay. In a ballot announced this 
week 92.01% voting to support strike action and 96.16 % voting for action short of strike action. 
The turnout in the ballot was 63.73%.  The union is asking members to take strike action commencing 
7th and 8th December together with an immediate programme of action short of strike action from 
9th December. 

https://www.ucu.org.uk/article/12637/Biggest-picket-lines-ever-on-university-campuses-across-the-UK
https://www.cwu.org/press_release/strikes-to-go-ahead-as-posties-warn-of-end-of-royal-mail-moment/
https://www.rmt.org.uk/news/rmt-announces-4-weeks-of-industrial-action/
https://www.nasuwt.org.uk/article-listing/members-in-scotland-vote-for-action-over-pay.html
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Question this week: Should socialists support their 
national team?

Next week’s question: “Is human nature against socialism?”
Send answers by Thursday, 1 December to mike.stanton@creatingsocialism.org.

EdgeNotes
I understand the dangers of nationalism and have long argued that demonising the opposition and 
celebrating the spurious affiliation to a patch of land is illogical and just falls prey to the populist 
politicians eager to exploit any cultural division. My Father fought in WW2 and his words of caution 
that blaming others is a slippery slope to fascism stay with me to this day. However, I love supporting 
Welsh Rugby. I am also fascinated and excited by the Wales Football team on their journey at the Qatar 
World Cup (where the ethical dilemma is further challenged by the country’s intolerance and stance on 
LGBT). I can’t help loving it and I argue that my unthinking, emotional side is responsible. Should I 
repress these feelings, or should I accept this internal contradiction and just enjoy it? I must say that it 
is the latter that has held sway so far. 
Howard Nicholls, Cardiff

“Growing up in Cardiff, support for Welsh rugby in particular was passionate and unthinking. It 
reinforced our sense of identity and gave us the opportunity to redress that unspoken power imbalance 
between England and Wales.. Yes, there is no doubt that the passionate enthusiasm surrounding Wales' 
involvement in the World Cup has created a sense of national pride, but it is a mistake to always see 
this through a right wing, potentially fascist lens. Sport creates a strong sense of national identity, so 
important in a country that has had to fight for its right to equal representation, but this is only a danger 
when this sense of pride is linked to a negative and destructive political ideology. So, before we get too 
precious about cheering loudly for our favourite team, it is also worth noting that a sense of national 
pride has also been a feature of movements for freedom and justice”.- 
Marilyn Tyzack - Devon

“The revolution will inevitably awaken in the British working class the deepest passions which have been 
diverted along artificial channels with the aid of football”. Trotsky’s words in 1925. 
Love for football was rooted in working class communities, especially in the industrial towns of the 
north west. Liverpool became known as a socialist, football-loving, city. Some of us remember Robbie 
Fowler’s support for the striking dockers in 1977. In 2017, the Kop backed Jeremy Corbyn and his 
socialist agenda. 
Yet football has been corrupted. Obscene amounts of money are involved (£180bn spent by Qatar on 
public relations). There are unscrupulous oligarchs, underhand deals and greed. Our football is now 
firmly rooted in capitalism and globalisation; celebrity status and untold wealth are prioritised. 
The symbol of the English team, the Cross of Saint George, has been tainted by being closely associated 
with the far right for decades now. 
Supporting the English team does not resonate with socialism.
Jo Buchanan - London



November 27th 2020

11

B
O

O
K

 R
EV

IE
W

B
O

O
K

 R
EV

IE
W

Bloody Valentine - The True Account of 
Cardiff’s Dark and Recent History

Harvey John

I have seldom read any books which talk about the city I grew up in. As a 
Cardiff boy through and through since 2000, and one from a fairly calm 
neighbourhood, my perceptions has always been that of a civilised city. Far 

from those mucky violent cities such as London or Birmingham or Manchester, 
Cardiff – I believed – was a rare exception and proof that when people come 
together they can exist harmoniously. 
I won’t say that I retain that view now; certainly I do not believe that all people treat others equally 
or with respect. I definitely know better than to think of Cardiff as some idyllic little city where 
they film Doctor Who. Cardiff might not be the most dangerous city in the world but it has had 
its time in the dark. 
It wasn’t so long ago that Cardiff’s now splendid bay was once Cardiff Docks. And before that it 
was Tiger Bay, home and port to all sorts of sailors of the seven seas. Far from the waterfront of 
restaurants and pubs, this was once a land of adventure and mystery which inspired intrigue all 
over South Wales and brought in crowds as far away as Merthyr to spend just a night in this most 
legendary part of my home town. 
Or so John L. Williams writes. It’s his book Bloody Valentine (1988) that’s inspired me to take a 
renewed interest in Cardiff as more than just a city where I was raised, but a city where legends were 
made. It’s sad that amongst these great stories of pirates like Captain Morgan and legendary boozers 
like the Custom House there’s a tale of tragedy and injustice, as relevant to today as it was then. It 
is one of the greatest acts of injustice to occur in Cardiff’s recent history - the murder of Lynette 
White, and the false conviction of the Cardiff Three.
It all goes back to 1984 in Butetown, a neighbourhood with a rich history of Black and Asian 
communities that exists just west of Cardiff’s city centre. This was back when Butetown was more 
than a walled off area just outside the city centre and a thriving, if not slightly criminal, heart 
for many of the Black and Asian communities in Cardiff. It was a place known for its gambling 
dens, its drug dealing, its foreign foods and spices and, unfortunately, where a person could buy 
someone’s time and body for less than a tenner. 
Here was where Lynette lived as an escort on the street, hustling her way from day to day, until 
one day someone decided, in all their petty cruelty, that, for the sake of a few quid, she deserved 
to be brutally hacked apart. The murderer, Jeffrey Gafoor, was caught and convicted in 2002. As 
he tells it, after going to Lynette but deciding against her services at the last minute, he demanded 
his money back. Lynette refused, and so Gafoor hacked and stabbed her more than eighty times.
Gafoor deserved his sentence and more, but he wasn’t the police’s first suspect. Far from going with 

Read Online

John L. Williams’  Bloody 
Valentine’s fourth 
edition includes a new 
forward and afterward 
added after 2020. 
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the evidence, the police at the time used the cohesion of false witnesses and the relentless bullying of their 
prime suspect to frame five Black and Asian men. Of these five, three were convicted; Yusef Abdullahi, 
Tony Paris and Stephen Miller, the latter being Lynette’s boyfriend and pimp. All five had connections to 
the criminal element, none were innocent of any crime. And yet not one of them was a murderer. They 
were, however, non-whites, and that was seemingly good enough for a Caucasian crowd of jurors from 
Swansea to sentence 60% of those the police arrested to prison (where they had already spent two years 
awaiting their trial). 
Williams tells this story as more than just someone who had heard about this most horrific murder 
and had written about it after the fact. He had in fact been born in Cardiff and decided to return to 
his hometown to pursue his own interest in the case directly. Working on the street, he spent time with 
Abduhalli’s brothers as well as families who supported the movement for the vindication and release of 
the Cardiff Three. Williams witnesses some of the most prominent moments of the case directly, most 
notably the overturning of the conviction of Paris, Abduhalli and Miller. 
It's a story which seems overly complicated in its writing. Williams includes such a large cast of characters 
that it can seem a little overwhelming at times to keep up. On top of the five accused there are also other 
passing names such as Leanne Vilday, who was Lynette’s roommate and who may have discovered her 
body, Ronnie and John Actie, the cousins who had initially been accused of partaking in the murder, 
Debbie Haggat, who was Leanne’s girlfriend/pimp, and this is to name just a few. It all seems to blur 
together in a cocktail that once drunk leaves you confused, disorientated, slightly unsure as to what 
happened.
Coincidentally, this is more or less the case that the police had against the five accused, a blur of witness 
statements which never quite seemed to coincide and managed to point the blame at those they deemed 
their enemies. It was almost as though some were using White’s death as a means of revenge against those 
they felt had wronged them. 
In 2012 the Director of Public Prosecutions, Keir Starmer, the ‘ever amazing and best labour leader ever’ 
(if you didn’t catch that sarcasm here’s me spelling it out) intervened and asked the Crown Prosecution 
Service Inspectorate to examine the trial of eight former police officers. They were cleared of fabricating 
evidence. This was never going to achieve justice. After months of inquiry, all files relating to the accused 
officers and their actions taken during the investigation were ‘mysteriously destroyed'. Starmer, far from 
seeing this as wrongdoing, declared that the trial had to end given the ‘lack of disclosure'. The missing 
paperwork was said to have been shredded but surfaced only weeks after the end of the trial. As a result, 
no officers were or have been to this date found culpable of misconduct and this case has had a devastating 
impact on the lives of those originally accused.
It's a sad reminder that, even after nearly four decades, justice has still not been done for these five men. 
They, like the Guildford Four or the Central Park Five, have been left to clean up the mess themselves 
whilst those that bullied and intimidated them into submission have got off scot free. I imagine this has 
nothing to do with the colour of the arresting officers’ skin (sarcasm again). 
William’s book is more than just a retelling and an in-depth account of Butetown and Lynette White but 
a stark reminder of how easily our society ignores tales of injustice and prejudice against the working class 
and Black and Asian members of our society. Instead, we’re more than happy to tune in to some pointless 
celebrity gossip or watch some stupid show like Riverdale. 
And yet stories like this do matter. Whether it's four decades or four minutes, justice should not be based 
on the colour of your skin or how much money your mummy and daddy have stashed in the Caymans. 
And more than that, it’s a reminder of how easy it is for a miscarriage of justice to happen. I’m happy to 
be a Cardiff boy, proud of it too, but I’ll be happier still if, in my lifetime, another miscarriage of justice 
such as this never occurs again. 
So, in summary, if you’re looking for a short book on true crime, but also looking for something on the, 
frankly, underappreciated rich history of Cardiff, then I highly recommend this book. While at times it 
does feel like Williams is being overly complicatedl, this is because, on top of telling the tale of Lynette 
White and the Cardiff Three, he’s also filling in the whole recent history of Tiger Bay. And while it does 
at times feel lengthy, its conclusion makes it worth sticking with  – a solid 8/10 read. 
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Homelessness - The Forgotten Crisis
by Tanweer Dar

Permacrisis is a word that has entered the dictionary this year, unsurprisingly. 
With the focus on cost of living, energy prices and the revolving doors at 
Westminster, it has been all too easy to forget that there is a grave crisis 

facing an ever increasing number of people... Homelessness.
I have to admit that homelessness is not easy for me to forget or overlook. Every day I see both old and 
new homeless faces on the way to and from work and on the weekly shop. Weary, emaciated visages 
fill both my windscreen and my mind. Eyes which are so close to giving up.
I cannot help but admire the persistence and resilience of the young and old men and women forcing 
smiles and politely asking passers-by to spare them change. Most, of course, simply pass by, not even 
acknowledging the existence of their fellow human beings in need. It’s hard to judge, though. We 
don’t know how close they themselves might be from crisis...
One of the biggest reasons I backed, and respected, Jeremy Corbyn, was that the first thing he swore 
to do if he achieved power would be to end homelessness. Surely, in the fifth richest country in 
the world, in which companies are making eye-watering profits, ensuring that every person has safe 
shelter should be a given. The fact that they don’t should be an immense source of shame for the entire 
country.
What is even more frightening is how many people are so close to losing it all. Hundreds of thousands, 
if not millions, are only one accident or illness or job loss or price rise away from being unable to 
afford food and shelter.
Once people lose their homes, they lose their voice. Without a permanent address, a person is 
effectively ghosted by the system, unable to vote, apply for jobs or benefits, register for help... The 
nightmare is exponentially compounded.
For those of us who still have a voice, however small it may be, we must speak up for those who have 
lost theirs. Not only because we are so close to losing our own and finding ourselves in the same 
situation, but because, if we do not hope to lift our fellow human beings, if we cannot put ourselves 
in their shoes and feel their pain, what have we become?

Read Online
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Madness Without Method
ByFiat Knox

Though this be madness, yet there is method in’t.” 
– Shakespeare, Polonius, Hamlet Act 2 Scene 2

Given the choices involved in reviewing the last two or three months in UK 
politics, I’d honestly much rather write a Renaissance-era fantasy farce. 
At least the characters in a farce have honest agendas, and the stories 

make sense.
Shakespeare was as adept at writing comedies as tragedies, and it’s still a toss-up as to whether our 
government counts as either. I’m leaning towards tragedy, but it’s clear that outside commentators 
firmly believe our ‘esteemed leaders’ to be in the comedy camp.
The last few months have been one bizarre Shakespearean play, apparently with the final act yet to 
be written; a play without a script, played by particularly poor actors.

Act One – Of Would-Be Kings, And No Conscience
This play began when an odious man who would be King fell on his own sword. Johnson, whose 
cultists in the media worshipped as a god, got caught in one lie too many, and not even the most 
sycophantic, grovelling, servile reporter could spin lies enough to save him or his hideous choice of 
wallpaper.
The Falstaff-like Johnson was asked to resign; and so he did. And the first error of the tragedy was 
made.
The mistake had been in allowing Johnson to resign. He should have been fired, making him the 
first prime minister in British history to have his career ended this way. This turns out to be Britain’s 
hamartia – our fatal flaw.

Act Two – No Comedy, Just Errors
The second act compounded error upon error, deviating the plot of the play further and further 
away from any definition of ‘comedy’.
Enter Joe Lycett who satirically deconstructed the Tories on television, causing the self-important 
and easily-outraged to cry and call for their nannies.
After an interminable struggle, during which the politicians and press were performatively deaf to 
the call from the general public to hold a general election, the Tories settled on Liz Truss to lead 
them once again into the promised land.
Act Two ends with Citruss shaking hands with the Queen, who gives her the blessing.

Read Online
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The following day, one of the two Elizabeths who had been in that room was dead.

Act Three – The Cursed Play
You would imagine that the Tories would have taken the hint. But apparently no. Like the protagonists in 
Shakespeare’s tragedies, they ignored signs and portents and just carried on blundering through life until the 
soothsayer’s words about the Ides of March came true.
Amid a perfect storm, a Tempest as it were, of MPs resigning, Citruss just stumbled along, inviting the most bizarre 
MPs to join her Cabinet – a bunch of malignant personalities so freakish that I kept expecting the X-Men to turn 
up and fight them.
Citruss was given ten days’ leeway, it has to be said, on account of her namesake being dead, and I know that 
correlation does not equal causation but …
And so Citruss came back, opposing trans rights, attempting to lift the ban on fracking, and preparing the mini-
budget with her best friend forever, Kwasi Kwarteng, the Chancellor of the Exchequer.
September 23rd, three weeks into Citruss’ tenure, the Chancellor finally posted his mini-budget. The British 
economy promptly, and spectacularly, collapsed.
You would imagine that it would be impossible for somebody to follow this; yet Citruss still managed somehow 
to make things even worse.
Over the course of the rest of her third week in Number 10, Citruss tried going to local radio to conduct interviews 
to reassure the public. But the journalists were having none of it and roasted the PM – in particular on Radio 
Leeds.
The third act continued to build up to the massive climax – Act 3, Scene 4, The Day of Chaos.
In the sixth week, during a vote on fracking, the climax of the third act took place. The PM called for a three line 
whip. The Tory whips were seen physically brawling to drag MPs in to back Citruss.
Parliamentary procedure forbids MPs from abstaining or refusing a three line whip. You obey or you must resign 
or lose the whip, which suspends your membership. Rank and file Tory MPs did not know where to turn. Some 
became violent.
Chaos ensued, compounded upon chaos. Every attempt to go on the news to reassure the public and MPs about 
what is going on just seemed to be adding petrol-coated logs to the fire.
The whole scene drew to a close when Graham Brady, chair of the 1922 Committee, took Citruss behind closed 
doors, spoke with her, and left her to resign, breaking the record for the shortest tenure of a PM in history.

Epilogue – And Seem A Saint, Where Most I Play The Devil
The play didn’t end with the resignation of PM Citruss and her defeat by a lettuce.
After a disturbingly short, jury-rigged leadership contest, one of the former pretenders to the throne was installed 
in Citruss’ place. Enter Rishi Sunak from stage right, to take centre stage as Citruss exited stage left, pursued by a 
bear.
His first act was to bring back everybody we had hoped had been written out of the script, turning up like Doctor 
Who monsters in a show scripted by Chris Chibnall, and just as out of place in this play. And people barely had 
time to breathe a sigh of relief that Johnson wasn’t going to appear on the stage ever again before Sunak was on 
course to make himself even more deeply unpopular than Citruss and Johnson combined.
The Epilogue has yet to be finished. We are still going through this scene, and hoping against hope that by the time 
it is finished, so will the Tories, their Government, and the twelve-year-long nightmare that has been Conservative 
rule in the UK.
It’s a tragedy to us, a comedy to the world – which has been calling us a laughing stock since the Brexit vote of 
23rd June 2016 – and I hope future generations will look back on it as a tale told by an idiot, full of sound and 
fury, signifying nothing.
I’ll just go back to my Renaissance farce now. At least the hijinks of my fictional Signorina Ariella Giovanna in 
Florence don’t leave me with a sour taste in the back of my throat.
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It is good to read the analysis of current affairs. 
After 12 years of cutting wages of struggling workers this 
government is still blaming the Unions. Weakening the Unions 
which began with the grocer's daughters brutality against 
miners will not solve the country's serious economic crisis.   
Cancelling a meeting with the RMT 
at the last minute is unacceptable. 
The sooner a trade agreement is reached with the EU 
the better! Confrontational politics will solve nothing. 
 

Pat Mylvaganam via Facebook.

The takedown of Starmer’s pitch to the CBI is good, as far as it goes.
It does tread lightly however on the question of his dog – whistle 
‘manage immigration’ racism, dressed up as a concern to ‘wean’ the 
economy off low paid migrant labour.
On the NHS, Hunt announced a spending allocation of + 3.3 bn 
over the next 2 years. 
With a total NHS budget of £150 bn this is a cash increase of around 
2%.. But with inflation at 10.1% and rising, this is a real terms cut of 
at last 8%, and that’s without factoring in any above - inflation award 
to NHS nursing and midwifery staff.

Richard Purdie.

Editor@CreatingSocialism.org

We welcome feedback and contributions. Please keep them civil. Go to the Contact Us 
page on our website or use the comments options on articles printed online or email 
us at:
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Each week we read a variety of sources in order to be able to bring you 
news and opinion that has been properly researched. This is a variety of 

sources our team found of interest this week.

Jo Buchanan has been digging up some history
In the mid-17th century the Diggers called for the “abolition of money, private land ownership, 
imperialism and enclosure” and were driven off the land completely. This article links this 
example of activism from the past to our modern world and looks beyond the area and era 
where the Diggers were active. The writer, Rowan Powell, discusses imperialism, exploitation, 
the accumulation of wealth (often colonial wealth), racism and land justice over the years.
https://www.stirtoaction.com/articles/imperialism-and-the-diggers 

Mike Stanton wants to kick the football into touch
Leah Williamson has been doing the media round this week, 
condemning the Qatar World Cup. This interview begins with 
‘The Lionesses skipper is sitting down at the launch of an artwork celebrating Helen Hardy, 
the founder of Manchester Laces – a grassroots club designed to give women and non-binary 
people a safe space to play football. And that, Williamson says “is where we want the game to 
be.”’I agree.
https://inews.co.uk/sport/football/leah-williamson-qatar-world-cup-is-against-everything-i-
believe-in-football-is-about-inclusivity-1979739

Susie Granic is angry about the effect of the US blockade on Cuba
I found this article on the effects of Hurricane Ian, and more importantly, the US blockade, 
on Cuba to be fascinating, though it made me angry all over again, as I so often get when 
reading about the US sanctioning or interfering in the governing of another country. It’s mainly 
an interview with well-known scholar Dr. Ernesto Dominguez. An excellent read and highly 
recommended.
https://nacla.org/Hurricane-Ian-Highlights-Devastating-Effects-US-Blockade-Cuba
status/1595043385345478657?s=43&t=PHKOd7ntbuqBhZRbeffhow 

Luke Andreski is concerned about the company people keep
Jonathan Cook is one of our very best independent journalists who is never afraid to challenge 
the group think of the mainstream media. I love his ability to cut through the misdirection of 
our everyday news coverage to the issues that really matter. In this article he reminds us that no 
matter what someone says (or however much they virtue signal) you can always judge a person 
by the company they keep.
https://jonathancook.substack.com/p/david-baddiels-hollow-apology-to

Marilyn Tyzack wants us to show more compassion to refugees
Opinion in The Morning Star. It made me angry, depressed and fearful. All three emotions are 
there because this article epitomises what sort of country we have become, and how easily people 
have been manipulated by many of the charlatans with  political responsibility. They are without 
empathy, morality of integrity.
https://morningstaronline.co.uk/article/e/one-year-channel-drownings-we-are-still-betraying-
refugees-their-deaths

Ann Marcial is reading about the mental health issues of voting Tory
Sadly the red wall is still suffering with a high proportion of people with severe Mental Health.  
This needs to be highlighted,  and the sad fact is they will still vote Tory. 
https://twitter.com/john_tomaney/

https://www.stirtoaction.com/articles/imperialism-and-the-diggers

https://inews.co.uk/sport/football/leah-williamson-qatar-world-cup-is-against-everything-i-believe-in-football-is-about-inclusivity-1979739
https://inews.co.uk/sport/football/leah-williamson-qatar-world-cup-is-against-everything-i-believe-in-football-is-about-inclusivity-1979739
https://nacla.org/Hurricane-Ian-Highlights-Devastating-Effects-US-Blockade-Cuba status/1595043385345
https://nacla.org/Hurricane-Ian-Highlights-Devastating-Effects-US-Blockade-Cuba status/1595043385345
https://jonathancook.substack.com/p/david-baddiels-hollow-apology-to 
https://morningstaronline.co.uk/article/e/one-year-channel-drownings-we-are-still-betraying-refugees
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DEBATE

THE 2022 World Cup has now completed its first week. The football has 
been typical of the first week of a World Cup with some nervous starts, 
some monumental mismatches (England’s demolition of Iran being an 

obvious one), a couple of shock results (who would have bet on Saudi Arabia 
beating Argentina?) and a lot of political controversy.
Qatar is one of 73 countries in the world where same sex relationships are criminalised. In Qatar 
gay people can face up to 7 years in prison, and those arrested are often forced to attend conversion 
therapy as a condition of their release. It makes you wonder why FIFA thought it a good idea to give 
them the Word Cup in the first place?
The decision to award the tournament to Qatar was mired in controversy from the start with 
allegations of corruption and bribery amongst the FIFA organising committee. Sepp Blatter has 
alleged that FIFA President Michel Platini was under pressure from French President Nicolas Sarkozy 
to give Qatar the tournament as a ‘sweetener’ for a deal that France were completing for the sale of 
arms.
Within two days of this tournament kicking off, the whole event was completely overtaken by the 
decision of FIFA to threaten serious sporting sanctions against players who wore the One Love 
armband. As a result the national associations of European teams told the captains to abandon their 
plan to wear the armband which they had intended to do to promote a message of diversity and 
inclusion. Cue outrage on social media with players accused of being cowards, of moral rectitude and 
of course of being overpaid. The last, of course, is without doubt true. 
None the less I had some sympathy with the players. It is easy for those who have no great interest in 
football to point the finger at the players. If I were in their position, the line goes, I would take the 
yellow card because principles are more important than a game.
It is easy to ask others to make a sacrifice on the basis that were you in their position you would do 
so. Every day I attempt to encourage others to take a stand on issues.
What I cannot do is say to somebody, “You must protest. You must go on strike. You must face 
teargas and bullets if necessary”. Even if I am prepared to take action, it does not give me the right to 
demand of others that they do the same.
Footballers are an easy target. They are young, overpaid, privileged and often foolish and apolitical. 
But football as a pastime brings an immense amount of pleasure to a lot of people. It is estimated that 
over 3 billion people watched the 2018 World Cup Finals. I was one of them.  Each week thousands 
of people attend live matches, many millions watch televised games and many millions go to their 
local park and enjoy a game with others. It is no longer the preserve of young men, as women and 
girls are now taking up the game in increasing numbers.

One Love Part One
Dave Middleton
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Footballers do have consciences. But, like any group of people, they will react differently to the 
same event. Marcus Rashford’s work in helping children get fed is exemplary, but many professional 
footballers are involved with local schools and communities doing what they can to help, encourage 
and inspire people. Much of this goes unnoticed by the social media trolls who see only pampered stars.
To get to the world cup is, for many players, a once in a lifetime dream. For those who follow them it 
offers all the hopes of a month where you can put all your other problems to one side for a while and 
concentrate just on how far can we go. Asking them to risk that by taking a two match ban (if indeed 
that’s what would have ensued) is to ask them to abandon a dream they will have harboured since 
childhood for a cause that, whilst important, is not what they have dedicated their lives to pursuing. 
You may say the cause is more important, but for that player and the millions of fans watching them 
it becomes an impossible choice.
Of course, I would like all public figures to be paragons of virtue. I would love to see these figures 
speaking out. But I am realistic enough to know that they are pursuing a career that is not kind to 
those who do. Marcus Rashford received a lot of abuse on social media as a result of his efforts to help 
young children.
When pointing the finger at people for not doing what we think they should ,we should always try, as 
far as possible, to see the situation from their point of view too. Sadly, I think too many on social media 
are too quick to condemn and not quick enough to empathise. 



November 27th 2022

22

OF COURSE we cannot demand of others that they take action in whatever 
circumstance, though we can certainly wish it, but something Dave forgets 
to mention is that we are often told that our national football teams represent 

us. If that is the case, surely we are allowed to have a say in that representation? I do 
understand how fans would have been disappointed if they had received a yellow 
card – which of course doesn’t mean a lot until they receive a second yellow card – 
but might they not have also been a little proud?
The teams, by stating they would wear the armbands in the first place, opened themselves up to 
comment, as is usually the case when any sportsperson takes a moral or political stand.
But it was just the captains. Though I firmly believe the whole team should have worn the armbands in 
a show of solidarity. But this was one man per team – yes the captain so yes important, but it’s not as if 
the whole team had been threatened with yellow cards. And of course the decision wasn’t down to the 
captains so the blame can’t be laid at their door but blame should be laid somewhere in my opinion. 
Either take a stand or don’t but, if you say you are going to, then follow through with it.
Some have said the teams should have boycotted the World Cup altogether because of Qatar’s appalling 
record on human rights but, although I admit I would have liked to have seen it, it would have 
been a tad hypocritical, given the USA has hosted it, and people apparently didn’t have much of a 
problem with that. We tend to think that, because it is a Western country, it is acceptable but the USA 
consistently attacks the human rights of minorities.
I’m not going to go into it all here, because it’s not the place, but a cursory look at the USA’s record 
on human rights shows they violate these every single day. They just hide it better with this veneer of 
civilisation, and of course, to many they are seen as ‘the same as us’ as opposed to those in the Middle 
East who are seen as somehow less than us because of a different culture.
So should footballers, or any sportspeople, be expected to take a stand on important issues? We saw 
Marcus Rashford do just that with school meals and good on him. I’d like to see more of it. They are 
in incredibly privileged positions and often have the eyes of the country upon them so why not take 
advantage of that? They are paid obscene amounts of money for their skills (and they are skilled, and no 
doubt have worked very hard to get where they are) so the least they can do is be spokespeople for the 
less fortunate. It’s a ridiculous amount for playing a game – and I do include other sports here – but I 
suppose if we were to come down heavily on sportspeople’s wages and endorsement deals we’d have to 
do the same with all of those who entertain us. Which I would love to see, but I recognise it will never 
happen.
For those who would say we should keep politics out of sport I would say that is not possible and 
nor should it be an aim. All of life is political, every single bit of it, and entertainment is no different. 
As with actors, writers etc, sportspeople have a huge audience and influence so use that influence to 
change the world. At least a little. I can picture Dave with his head in hands as I say “bring it on, let’s 
see more of it”.

One Love Part Two
Susie Granic


