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RESIGNATION SPEECH TRUSS SHOULD HAVE DELIVERED
•  Lack of  contrition shows moral deficit at heart of  the system

Full text of  the statement Truss should have delivered

“ I came into office in unprecedented times when twelve years of  Tory 
rule had created a country that was more divided than ever, where 
people were so poor they needed food banks to survive even if  they 
were working, where many thousands of  children go to school each day 
under-nourished.
I received a mandate from the Conservative Party to address these 
issues and set about the task with my good friend, and now mortal 
enemy, Kwasi to rebalance the economy.  Unprecedented times call 
for unprecedented action. So we adopted an economic policy that was 
bound to send the markets into turmoil because we are arrogant enough 
to think being an opportunistic careerist means we know best.
I had to fire Kwasi because we were getting criticised and I didn’t have 
the courage to take the blame for my own actions. Though as the boss 
it was my fault that billions were wiped off  the markets and that the 
pound plummeted to an all time low.
I apologise to the many thousands of  ordinary families who, through no 
fault of  their own, saw their savings shrinking as their mortgages rose. 
I apologise for a mini-budget that had only one aim: to make my rich 
friends even richer. I apologise for blaming Putin for the profiteering of  
the energy companies. I apologise for creating the chaos that has seen 
people, desperate for change, so that Keir Starmer appears a good bet 
for Prime Minister just because he is not me or anybody associated with 
me.
Finally I apologise for making it clear that this country is not a democracy 
but is entirely in the hands of  the money markets who set the policies 
and decide who can and cannot be Prime Minister whatever ordinary 
voters may think or desire.

“
INSIDE

Can the left unite?
Luke Andreski 
offers some 
clues as to how
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Spiralling protests against austerity

Image courtesy of @sahouraxo on Twitter

AS thousands took to the streets across Europe at the weekend in protest 
at the spiralling cost-of-living crisis, France is braced for a major strike 
starting today. 

Talks between France’s CGT union, and oil company TotalEnergies broke down on Thursday as the 
employers refused to meet their demands for better pay and conditions. The standoff  has disrupted 
oil supplies as petrol stations across France have begun to run out of  fuel. The strike has the support 
of   branches in other sectors, including the railway and automotive sectors, who are planning to join 
the strike today.
The Confédération Générale du Travail (General Confederation of  Labour) is the second largest union 
in France with around 720,000 members. 
The strikes come after a weekend in which hundreds of  thousands took to the streets calling for an 
end to austerity. In Paris, French Presidential candidate Jean-Luc Melenchon called for a general strike 
and told the crowd “You’re going to live a week like no other, we are the ones who started it with this 
march”.

Gathering storm of  protest
In Berlin, protesters gathered outside the Federal Chancellery in Berlin with signs calling for “Immediate 
help for the poor” and others reading “We need healthy food. Abolish poverty!”
In Rome, hundreds protested against rising fuel costs by burning their energy bills. In Spain there have 
been ongoing protests against austerity since March, with two union sponsored rallies in Madrid at the 
end of  September attracting thousands of  Spaniards angry at the growing levels of  poverty, as wages 
remain stuck behind inflation whilst energy companies profits continue to soar.
In the UK, Sharon Graham, General Secretary of  Unite, has called on the Labour Party to support 
strikes and show which side they are on.
At the same time the Communication Workers Union (CWU) is set to continue its round of  strikes as 
Royal Mail, in an inflammatory move, announced that they were set to make 10,000 workers redundant 
in the summer.
The current round of  anger is not confined to Europe, as a global recession means workers in virtually 
every country of  the world are being told they need to tighten their belts to pay for the rich to continue 
their lavish lifestyles. As strikes and protests spread so does the influence of  the right with their simplistic 
solution of  blame others. Never has the need been greater for unity among trade unions and socialists. 
We still have a world to win.

Read online 

https://creatingsocialism.org/spiralling-protests-against-austerity/
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iNDIA is going for growth, but poverty is also increasing. The sixth largest economy 
in the world, roughly the same size as the UK achieved 6% growth last year. The 
IMF approves.

India has been doing fairly well in 2022 and is expected to continue growing fairly robustly in 2023 
The International Monetary Fund’s chief  economist, Pierre-Olivier Gourinchas quoted by Al Jazeera
Even if  it was shared out equally, India’s massive population of  1.4 billion (over 20 times the UK population) 
would still not be rich. But it is not shared out equally.

Wealth and Poverty
The top 10% own 80% of  the wealth. If  you narrow it down to the top 1%, they control 70% of  the wealth. 
India has 170 dollar billionaires and 700,000 millionaires. The Indian rich list includes some of  the wealthiest 
people in the world. And, just as is happening all over the world, the gap between rich and poor is getting 
wider. The super-rich are ten times richer than they were ten years ago. The people at the bottom have seen 
their share go up by 1%.
People at the bottom of  Indian society exist in extreme poverty. The Global Hunger Index published its annual 
ratings last week. India has fallen for the third year running and is now 107 out of  121 countries. Its much 
poorer neighbours Bangladesh, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka are all doing better at feeding their people.
The GHI uses 4 indicators: undernourishment, child wasting, child stunting and child mortality. Child wasting 
refers to children who are underweight for their size, stunting refers to children whose growth is stunted. 
According to the GHI, 224 million Indians are undernourished. The Indian government has disputed the 
findings because three of  the indicators refer to children and cannot be applied to the entire population. 
But it shows that children are among the worst affected. And when children are hungry their parents are 
hungrier as they skip meals to feed their families.The cost-of-living crisis can only make things worse. The 
Modi government is maintaining its links with Putin to safeguard its access to Russian fuel and energy supplies. 
Even so, an LPG (cooking gas) cylinder that used to cost 400 rupees is now more than 1,000 rupees. 

Opposition
The opposition Congress Party has organised a five-month-long protest march. They hope the 3,500 km, 
cross-country march will mobilise people ahead of  the 2024 national elections.
But Modi is still popular despite rising unemployment and inflation. The Congress Party is trying to rebrand 
itself  by electing a leader who is not part of  the Nehru and Gandhi dynasties that have dominated the party 
since Indian independence in 1947. But they have no policies that challenge capitalism.
Last year agricultural workers showed the way with a year-long strike to force concessions from the government. 
The Indian working class, one of  the largest in the world, needs more of  the same if  it is to seriously challenge 
a system that continues to produce 70 millionaires a year at their expense.

India: Economic Growth and Increasing Poverty

Image courtesy of Marilyn Tyzack Read online 

https://creatingsocialism.org/yemen-the-forgotten-war/
https://creatingsocialism.org/is-there-hope-for-yemen/ 
https://creatingsocialism.org/india-economic-growth-and-increasing-poverty/
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WHILE most were focused on Liz Truss’s behaviour on Tuesday, 
the Public Order Bill continued its passage through the House of  
Commons where it was passed by 276 votes to 231, and now has to 

go to the House of  Lords before it becomes law.
With so many things to concern us we’re sure the Tories are pleased it’s not getting the attention 
it deserves, because they have just voted to strip away many of  our rights.
First announced by Prince Charles in the Queen’s Speech in May, the Bill is said by its proponents 
to be necessary to avoid disruption to services caused by protesters such as Extinction Rebellion 
and Just Stop Oil. The two groups have been tenacious in their attempts to bring the climate 
crisis to the attention of  the public and the media, a media which has been consistent only in its 
attempts to ignore the protests until they dared to throw two tins of  soup on the glass covering 
Van Gogh’s ‘Sunflowers’. Although many were quick to call it a ‘stupid act of  vandalism’ and that 
it served no purpose, it most certainly did serve the purpose of  garnering media attention, serving 
to prove the point that in this society things are more important than people.

Chilling
This new Bill could stop such protests and, if  the protesters defy the Bill as seems likely, they will 
be subject to much tougher sentences. A coalition including Amnesty International, Greenpeace, 
the TUC and Unison have warned that the Bill would have a “chilling effect on our ability to stand 
up to power”.  It’s not just the rights of  protesters which are threatened, it’s everybody. The Public 
Order Bill would allow police to “stop any person or vehicle and make any search the constable 
thinks fit whether or not the constable has any grounds for suspecting that the person or vehicle is 
carrying a prohibited object”, with a ‘prohibited object’ defined as those which could be used for 
‘locking on’ and other forms of  protest.
Other measures proposed include giving courts the power to issue Serious Disruption Prevention 
Orders (SDPOs), which can ban individuals from attending protests. Amnesty International has 
said such measures go further than similar laws in Russia, as they wouldn’t even require a conviction.
Strikes are also under threat, with Clause 6 of  the bill making it an offence to interfere to obstruct 
major transport works, and Clause 7 makes it an offence to “interfere with the use or operation of  
key national infrastructure in England and Wales”. This could be used to clamp down on things 
like rail strikes. But do not think it is protesters and strikers who will solely be affected. These new 
laws could be used against any one of us at any time. If passed, dissent will not be tolerated. We must 
act now.

No dissent permitted

Police State
Alert! 

Photo by Weldon Kennedy. Creative Commons Attribution 2.0 Read online 

https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3153
https://creatingsocialism.org/tuc-general-election-or-general-strike/ 
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 General Election or General Strike?

Read online 

THE Trade Union Congress (TUC) conference in Brighton this week has been 
eclipsed by the turmoil in Westminster. But an organisation representing 
5.5 million unionised workers will be crucial in the months ahead as this 

smash and grab government, knowing its time is up, steps up its attacks on the 
working class to make us pay for the crisis of  capitalism.

General Strike
On Tuesday, after delegates passed through the crowds of  demonstrators calling for a General Strike, 
Congress  agreed to a motion calling for co-ordinated action between trade unions already engaged in 
strike action over pay, jobs and conditions and those who are balloting their members on  action. The 
Summer of  Discontent has seen national action on the railways, by post and telecommunications workers 
and barristers. College lecturers are in dispute all around the country. Civil servants, teachers, doctors, 
nurses and other health workers are threatening strike action. But some unions like Unison have remained 
largely silent.
The compromise motion that called on the TUC, to “establish, convene and provide resources for a 
special working group of  willing unions which would organise coordinated action over pay and terms 
and conditions where possible with all TUC unions”, acknowledges that not all unions might be willing. 
Because workers struggling against pay cuts and higher bills really need a ’working group’.
This was brought home on Wednesday when Congress split over a motion calling for more investment 
in the arms industry. The motion from the GMB was passed with support from the Prison Officers 
Association, NASUWT, Unite, USDAW and Prospect. The final card vote was 2,556,000 votes for and 
2,469,000 against.  
Then on Thursday Keir Starmer was given a standing ovation. TUC General Secretary, Frances O’Grady 
said: “Keir Starmer has shown today that Labour can deliver the change Britain desperately needs.”
Starmer promised to repeal some anti-union laws, support collective bargaining, fair pay and the right to 
strike. All well and good. But when is he ever going to come out and support actual strikes? Never, was his 
short answer because it might cost votes. Let’s not forget that his Blairite advisors had 13 years to repeal 
most of  those anti-union laws and failed to do so. Though to be fair they were preoccupied in an illegal 
war in Iraq for much of  the time.

General Election
On the evidence so far, Starmer’s Labour Party might be more efficient than the current Tory Party. 
However, in seeking to manage capitalism rather than change it, Starmer’s Labour will be closer to the 
Tories under Cameron than to Labour under Corbyn.
The fighting talk at the TUC reflects the militancy of  workers fighting back. But the warning signs were 
plain to see. We need to step up the struggle rather than rely on a Labour government to do it for us.

https://creatingsocialism.org/tuc-general-election-or-general-strike/ 
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They can’t 
arrest us all
Until she resigned this week, Suella Braverman was the 

most reactionary Home Secretary we can remember. And 
that includes Priti Patel. Now Braverman has gone her 

legacy is the Public Order Bill that threatens our right to protest 
at a time when protest has never been more necessary. Threats of  
imprisonment will not deter protest. As the old saying goes ‘they 
can’t arrest us all’.
Even without the Bill the police already have extensive powers that they will 
not hesitate to use. And they are prepared to exceed their powers on occasion, 
emboldened by the fact that hundreds of  Metropolitan police officers have kept 
their jobs and escaped prosecution for crimes they have committed.
This week Just Stop Oil (JSO) has been the target as they draw attention to the 
calamitous impact of  the government continuing to licence fossil fuel extraction. 
Protesters have been arrested for acts of  civil disobedience, notably throwing tomato 
soup at the glass covering a painting in the National Gallery, closing the Dartford 
Bridge and blocking the road outside Harrods and spraying the luxury store with 
orange paint.
The government hopes it can deter the protesters with draconian fines and prison 
sentences. It is not only JSO. Many of  the clauses in the Bill  were voted down in 
the earlier Police, Crime, Sentencing and Courts Act in the House of  Lords. The 
specific target then was Extinction Rebellion (XR). Like JSO, XR are resolute and 
will not give up. Critical Mass applauds the courage and determination of  these 
groups.
Blaming them for disruption and pretending that they are part of  a “woke elite” is 
a government tactic to isolate them and draw attention away from their message of  
impending climate disaster. The government does not want to see common cause 
develop between climate activists, striking workers and mass demonstrations, all of  
which are targets of  these laws, as described elsewhere in this edition of  Sunday 
Socialist. (No Dissent Permitted: Critical Mass News Team) 
Although Labour has opposed the new laws it has not committed to repealing them. 
An incoming Labour government would have no power to halt the attacks on jobs, 
wages and conditions or the spiralling cost of  living. Mass strikes and protests do 
have the power and will still be necessary whoever wins the election. 
Our strength rests on three things: numbers, organisation and solidarity. Mass 
mobilisation, disciplined action, and a refusal to fall for divide and rule tactics are 
the key to victory. Regardless of  what laws they pass to criminalise resistance and 
dissent they cannot arrest us all.
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WESTMINSTER CIRCUS MEANS NOTHING TO THE POOR

It’s easy to think that all that matters is which pot plant impersonator is 
going to be in Number Ten. But, all these shenanigans - mini-budgets, 
statements, interest up, interest down, pound falling, pound rising and all 

the rest of  it means absolutely nothing to a family struggling to make ends 
meet.
Of  course, decisions made by our political elite do affect ordinary people but the rest is just circus. 
So to bring us back to real life what does it mean for real people? First thing to note is that although 
money markets go up and down real markets tend to go up only. Our budget basket has risen over 
18% since May when we first started monitoring these 14 budget items.
An 18% increase means £2.44p extra for somebody buying these goods. It sounds very little. For 
many people that would not even buy a cup of  their favourite coffee. If  you are not already there, 
put yourself  in the position of  somebody who is living on meagre benefits who has to account for 
every penny. In May you may well have felt that you were on top of  your finances. But by June you 
were being asked to find an additional 58p each week and by July that had risen to £1.19. It’s now 
£2.44.
Where is this money to come from? There has been no increase in benefits. Indeed, if  you have 
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Middleton ©Critical 

Mass Media Ltd

Cheese
Milk
Bread
Apples
Spaghetti hoops
Margarine
Baked beans
Digestives
Crisps
Corn Flakes
Fusili
Tea bags
Tomato soup
Pizza
TOTAL

Increase in 
pence

Increase in 
percent

76
30
17
30
03
20
04
06
40
05
10
04
00
00
2.42

40.2
31.6
30.9
25.2
23.1
18.3
18.2
15.4
14.3
9.1
7.8
4.2
0
0
18

time to watch the news all you would be hearing is that 
benefits are too high and are about to be reduced to 
encourage you to look for a job that may not exist.
At the same time we all know what is happening 
with energy bills, but what about your housing costs? 
Mortgages up from an average 6.1% in May to 6.7% 
now. That could be an additional £273 per month on an 
average mortgage. And, things are no better for renters. 
Landlord Today website reports: “The average cost of  rent 
for a property in England over the last month was £1,249. This 
is an increase of  1.8 per cent compared to last month, and means 
average rents are now 13.17 per cent higher year on year.”
So whilst we can all enjoy the circus in Westminster 
let’s not take our eyes off  the real world problems that 
neither the Tories nor Labour have any real answers 
to because neither of  them are able to contemplate a 
different type of  society where interest rates don’t mean 
more queues at food banks.

Rise in cost of  goods in our budget 
since May 15th

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2022-10-20/uk-mortgage-rates-continue-to-increase-amid-political-chaos
https://inews.co.uk/news/mortgage-payments-rise-per-month-increase-interest-rate-hike-1872056
https://www.landlordtoday.co.uk/breaking-news/2022/10/rents-rise-to-record-levels-as-stock-shortage-rules-the-roost
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Compiled by Susie Granic

While other governments sit on their hands re the climate crisis, the NZ 
government has unveiled plans to tax the greenhouse gases farm animals 
make from burping and peeing. The proposal will provide financial incentives 

for farmers to use technology to limit sheep and cow burps while the money farmers 
pay for their emissions will be reinvested in the sector. The government believes 
farmers will be able to recover cost by farming more climate-friendly products in an 
ever-growing market. Predictably it’s been met with resistance from NZ farmers with 
rallies and protests being organised throughout the country. The proposal is a world 
first and is due to come into effect in 2025.

Cheap clothes but at what price?

Once again we are seeing the human cost of  cheap clothing. Channel 4 went 
undercover in two Shein factories in Guangzhou and found workers receiving 
the equivalent of  3p per item and in another factory receiving about £450 per 

month to make 500 items per day. The investigation also found women washing their 
hair during lunch breaks, and being penalised two-thirds of  their daily wage if  they 
made a mistake on an item of  clothing. They often work 18 hour days with only day 
off  per month. We all want cheap clothes, but do you feel comfortable contributing to 
the misery of  these workers?

Occupation of  Palestine is illegal says United Nations

Another day and another Palestinian killed by Israeli forces. 19-year-old Salah 
al-Braiki, was shot in the neck  on Thursday night and died little more than an 
hour later in Jenin hospital. This followed a military raid on the city of  Jenin 

and its refugee camp. Three other Palestinians were wounded during the raid. This 
latest death came on the same day a UN commission declared Israel’s occupation 
of  Palestine to be unlawful under international law. The commission found that “by 
continuing to occupy the territory by force, Israel incurs international responsibilities 
and remains accountable for violations, both individually and as a people”. Not the 
first time an international organisation has condemned Israel and unfortunately such 
efforts are usually met with silence.

Harry Dunn killer finally comes clean

It took three years but Anne Sacoolas has finally pleaded guilty to causing the death 
of  Harry Dunn by careless driving. The 19-year-old British motorcyclist died in 
August 2019 after the former US spy crashed into him outside RAF Croughton, an 

American military and intelligence base in Northamptonshire. She then returned to 
the US and the UK has no power to force her to return. She entered the plea via video 
link from Washington and while Mrs Justice Cheema-Grubb urged Sacoolas to come 
to the UK to be sentenced in person she admitted she had no power to force her.
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Tax on burping
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OUR ROUND-UP FROM TRADE UNIONS
Compiled by Teodora Hansen

Nurses being bullied out of  strike action by managers

Nurses are being “actively” discouraged from voting for strike action by 
their managers, Royal College of  Nursing director for England Patricia 
Marquis told the Nursing Times interview. Leaflets suggesting that the 
strike action breaks the Nursing and Midwifery Council (NMC) have been 
circulating spreading misinformation.  In other cases, managers have 
been verbally discouraging staff  members, again citing the NMC Code 
and how strike action may break it, said Ms Marquis. The code is quite 
clear that nurses have every right to take part in lawful industrial action.

Transport strikes under threat

The government’s Public Order Bill includes provisions to limit strike action 
in transport to ensure what they call a minimum service is maintained. In 
effect, this means that, a minimum service level, decided by management, 
will have to be maintained or unions will lose legal protections from 
damages. It will make effective strike action almost impossible on railways, 
buses and other public transport. The legislation, going through Parliament 
under cover of  the Tory inspired chaos, is likely to come into force in 2023.

Upcoming strikes

The Communication Workers Union (CWU) has called on its members 
who collect, sort and deliver parcels and letters to take further strike action 
on Tuesday 25 October 2022. The strike will affect all frontline services 
across the UK. Meanwhile, RMT members be taking further strike action 
on Thursday 3rd, Saturday 5th and Monday 7th November in their on-
going dispute over pay and conditions.

Workers United Around The World

As the crisis of  capitalism shows no sign of  abating so workers throughout 
the world are finding their voice and taking action to defend themselves. 
Teachers and other educators across Europe continue with widespread 
strikes over funding, pay and conditions. Greek healthcare workers held a 
24-hour national strike this week over funding and staff  shortages.  Iranian 
sugar factory workers joined in the protests over the death of  Mahsa Amini. 
However, South Africa’s Transnet workers’ unions have agreed a below-
inflation deal to end their strike.

French unions show the way

Following the success of  their nationwide strike this week, members of  
the CGT will be having further strikes demanding an above inflation pay 
rise and guarantees that their conditions will not be further eroded on 27th 
October and November 10th. 
Are we missing something? Are you on strike, or being balloted then let us 
know write to: workers_united@creatingsocialism.org

https://www.nursingtimes.net/news/workforce/exclusive-nurses-given-anti-strike-leaflets-by-managers-19-10-2022/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-bill-to-keep-britain-moving-during-transport-strikes
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SHOULD WE FEAR A RETURN TO THE SEVENTIES?

Next week’s question: Is the personal really political? Send 
your answers (no more than 100 words) to: 

edgenotes@creatingsocialism.org
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The 1970s basked in the afterglow of the music of the sixties, the 
sense of liberation and enthusiasm for life. We enjoyed Bohemian 
Rhapsody and Heart of Glass. Life seemed simpler and easier, no 
social media, only three television channels, no daytime TV. Roe 
V Wade inspired hope. Climate change was not a major threat.  
Initially Vietnam raged on, then Watergate shook the US. There 
was Bloody Sunday, the effects of which reverberated down the 
decades. The seventies ended with the election of Thatcher, casting a 
shadow over the whole era and the dread of what lay ahead.  During the Winter of Discontent 
many of us believed we had the power to influence events for the better and for that reason 
we should not fear a return to the seventies. Could we recapture that optimism, the belief the 
future would escape the stranglehold of capitalism and that we could create a more just society?  
Jo Buchanan
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It isn’t a return to the 1970’s that we should fear so much as the endgame of things than began 
then. The seventies marked the birth of neo-liberalism as the dominant economic ideology with 
free credit and false promises of personal freedom used to sugar a bitter pill. Our times coincide 
with its death agonies, the people it has made richer than their wildest dreams will not let it die 
quietly. They will use ever more draconian methods to prop up the failing status quo, as can be 
seen already in government attempts to curtail the rights to strike and protest. To prevent a new 
age of authoritarian rule we need to take to the streets like they did in the seventies and stay there 
until we win this time.    Adam Colclough

Media and government propagandists like to paint the 1970s as scary. However, a generation 
remember that decade with great fondness. We had disco. 2000 AD. bellbottoms, platforms, 
corduroy, paisley prints. … nah. Scratch the fashion. We were inundated by new technologies 
and forms of communication. The LGBT community was forming, after Stonewall. People were 
starting to come out. It was beautiful. The crises were the same. Rampant inflation. Pointless 
wars. Fossil fuel cartels holding people to ransom. Rolling blackouts. Global warming. Protest 
marches for human rights. Corrupt police brutality. Sadly, systemic racism, sexism, homophobia, 
and transphobia. We can’t say we didn’t know any better, because we did – then, and now. Back 
then, though, we also had strong unions. Human rights. And people walked on the Moon.  Let’s 
call for a ‘70s revival. We really can’t do much worse.  Alex Greene

A return to the seventies could mean a return to 3-day weeks, power cuts and rubbish in the 
street. But I prefer to think of it as a return to the days when a group of workers brought down a 
Tory Government. The seventies were a time when people still had hope. That has been drained 
away. The idea that ordinary people’s lives could gradually improve has been eradicated by 80’s 
ideas that ‘there is no alternative’ and ‘we are all in it together’.   Those ideas were as wrong then 
as they are now. So let’s go back and rediscover that real power lies with a united working class 
working side by side with those outside the official labour force. A time when we demonstrated 
not as a sigh in the wind, but because there was a genuine belief that by taking to the streets 
things might change.  Dave Middleton
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     Can the Left unite?

    Luke Andreski

Image by Colleen from Pixabay

Laws of  discord

In my last article, Why the Left fight, I suggested that the Right are drawn 
towards slogans and proposals which are so simple and so unsuited to 
our ultra-complex world as to be stupid.

The recent mini-budget of  Liz Truss’s Conservative Government is a prime example of  this. 
We’ve seen similar nationally-self-harming over-simplification at play in the actions of  right-wing 
politicians such as Jair Bolsonaro, Narendra Modi, Vladimir Putin, Boris Johnson, Scott Morrison, 
Donald Trump and many others.
To describe the views of  your political opponents in such blunt terms is generally taboo, particularly 
if  coming from the Left, but, in a world teetering on the edge of  climate and social breakdown, 
let’s call it by its name: calamitous, unadulterated stupidity.
In contrast to these right-wing politicians, the Left are drawn to more sophisticated proposals and 
solutions – proposals and solutions which engage with the inherent complexity of  our society.
This recognition of  complexity is both a negative and a positive for the Left. It is good to 
recognise and respond intelligently to a complex environment… but this also creates dissent and 
factionalism, due to what I describe as the Three Laws of  Social Discord:

First Law

Intelligence plus Complexity equals Diversity
( I + C = D )

In other words: The harder a social or ethical problem is to solve, and the greater the numbers and 
intelligence of  those attempting to solve it, the greater will be the number of  solutions proposed.

Second Law

Complex answers invariably outnumber simple answers
( Ca > Sa )

In other words: There are only a limited number of  simple solutions that can be rationally 
proposed for any specific social or ethical question, but an innumerable number of  complex ones.

Read online 
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Third Law
There will always be discord between any two answers to social or ethical questions, no matter how marginal the 
difference

( If  a1 # a2 then Dis )
In other words: The creators of  any solution or theory understandably favour their own conclusions; adherents 
are attracted to solutions which match their temperaments and which they then defend; belief  systems calcify.
As a result of  these laws, the Left produces a spectrum of  differing, complex answers (1st Law), which tend to 
be greater in number than their simple kin (2nd Law), and between any two of  which there is likely to be as much 
discord as between a coalesced right-wing position and any other stance (3rd Law). The total discord between the 
more complex answers offered by left-wing thinkers is therefore invariably greater than the total discord between 
the fewer and simpler answers of  the Right.

Provocation
Analysing left-wing ‘in-fighting’ in this way is amusing, provocative and taboo-infringing due to the positive 
connotations of  the word ‘intelligence’.
My intentions are, however, entirely serious. If  we are able to identify a significant characterological cause of  
dissent among the Left, then perhaps it is something we can address.
If  intelligence and complexity contribute to left-wing factionalism, is there a way to remedy this?

I believe there is.

Simplicity
It is difficult for critical and intelligent thinkers to agree on the fine detail of  solutions to complex social and moral 
issues. Let’s take it as given.
Further, complexity and fine detail are hard to communicate in a mass media environment. That, too, seems 
inarguable.
So, if  the Left are to unite and present a clear and accessible message, we need to take a lesson from the playbook 
of  the Right.
We need to learn the lesson of  simplicity.

Using our brains

But haven’t I just asserted that simplicity, in the face of  a complex world, is stupid?

I stand by that claim.
Over-simplification, in response to complex social and moral issues, is both stupid and dangerous – and we can 
see the impact of  this all across the world.
Yet simplicity has its benefits. If  something is simple, there’s less room for misunderstanding or disagreement. 
Simple answers and proposals are by definition simpler to communicate – and successful communication is 
essential to political success.
Simplicity has its weaknesses but also its strengths.
So the important question becomes, ‘Can the Left avoid these weaknesses but utilise these strengths?’ Can we 
respond to the unifying but stupid simplicity of  the Right with a unifying but intelligent simplicity of  our own?

Einstein again
Einstein’s formula e = mc2 stands on the back of  complex theorising and proof  – the detailed fine print of  
genius. Nevertheless, it hits the eye with a visceral and elegant simplicity.

https://www.britannica.com/science/E-mc2-equation
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This simplicity is what the Left now need to achieve.
Where do we begin?

Areas of  dissent
It is possible to isolate within the crowded and dissonant world of  left-wing thinking three key areas of  
dissent: values, objectives and implementation.
All sorts of  complex and ingenious answers have been suggested for what the central values of  the Left should 
be, what objectives the Left should strive towards, and how these objectives, even where tentatively agreed on, can 
or should be implemented.
This plurality weakens us.
The Right are empowered by their stupid simplicity; the Left, in all their complexity, are in disarray. We need to 
follow Einstein’s path toward elegant, intelligent simplicity. We urgently need to unite behind:
•   A simplified and easily communicable set of  values
•   A simplified, restricted and relatable set of  objectives
•   A straightforward and common sense plan

Values
Values are important.
When you need to work alongside others it helps if  you share values. That’s a key function of  morality: to bind 
groups and societies together.
In my book Intelligent Ethics (2019) I argue for three simple and uncontroversial values, behind which anyone on 
the Left can easily unite. They are:
• Caring for those around you
• Caring for all humanity
• Caring for the biological world
The first two of  these are common to many of  our existing belief  systems; they do not require a tremendous leap 
of  faith. Meanwhile, the third value is essential for the survival of  our species.
Consolidate behind values like these and we create an impregnable shield against the malign, simplistic stupidity 
of  the Right.

Objectives
Our detailed analyses of  economics and society may differ…
Our sophisticated templates for a new world of  justice and sustainability may differ…
The great minds of  the past with whom we align ourselves may differ…
…but if  we are to achieve anything, it’s essential we bypass the Third Law of  Social Discord and unite behind a 
small number of  accessible and easily-communicated objectives.
Objectives like these:
•   Proportional Representation and localised democracy (PR is no cure-all, but it’s a small step towards more 

consensual politics)
•   Media reform: the removal of  state and oligarchic control (without which PR falls apart, electoral choices 

being worthless if  made on the basis of  lies)
•   Nationalisation of  essential utilities and services (including, of  course, the NHS)
•   The greening of  industry and agriculture
•   Tax the rich
And that’s it…
Nothing else need cloud the issue.
Agree on these objectives, or an alternative but limited set (for an interesting example, see Enough Is Enough’s 

https://twitter.com/EthicalRenewal/status/1560181773274959874?s=20&t=SgKxwiIHyIxuBoOPrNtjUw


October 23rd 2022

14

‘Five Demands’), and postpone all others. Push for change that lays the groundwork for a better society; shelve 
the goals and aspirations that disunite us.

Implementation
Any change needs a plan. And any plan for change needs the following elements:
• Limited, agreed and measurable objectives
• Answers to the question, ‘Who?’ Who’s going  to deliver this? Who’s impacted? Whose assistance do we need 

and whose resistance do we need to assuage? Who provides the effort and who provides the funds?
• The means of  delivery: how we organise ourselves while respecting our core values; the shape or form of  our 

organisation
• Answers to the question, ‘How?’ How will we implement our plan? What specific actions do we need to take 

and what risks do we need to avoid?
It’s impossible to totally avoid complexity if  you are to make lasting, positive change in a complex world, but the 
entire purpose of  a plan is to dissolve this into simple, achievable steps. We need to harness simplicity intelligently, 
making it our ally, not our adversary.

Unity
Can the Left unite?
Of  course we can.
But only if  we tackle the causes of  our disunity. One cause is the multitude of  complex answers we offer to the 
question, ‘How should society be organised to our best advantage?’
We need to simplify our answers so that they become something we can unite behind. This is our number 
one priority. The world is in crisis. Right-wing politicians, corporations and oligarchs are united in their simple 
philosophy of  power-hunger and greed. They are united in their readiness to leverage the chaos which they 
themselves have brought about.
It’s essential that the Left also unite.
United, we stand.
Divided?
Well, everyone knows the answer to that…
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AT COP26 in Glasgow in November 2021 the majority of  
countries in the world signed up to a net zero target on emissions 
of  greenhouse gases by 2050. The UK had already signed up for 

this in 2019. But what is ‘net zero’? A country will reach net zero when 
the amount of  greenhouse emissions the nation adds to the atmosphere 
is no more than the amount taken away. Most of  the greenhouse gas 
emissions are carbon dioxide released from the burning of  fossil fuels, 
such as gas and oil, used for generating electricity, industrial production 
processes, transport, and heating homes and offices. Methane is another 
significant greenhouse gas that is released by farmed animals. The aim 
is to restrict the global rise in temperature to 1.5 ºC.
So, for example, if  you produce 100 tons of  greenhouse gases you will need to ensure this 
is balanced by the removal of  100 tons of  greenhouse gases. How can this be done? Well, 
for starters, you will need to make significant reductions in the emissions of  greenhouse 
gases to meet this target. Then you must ensure an equivalent removal of  the gases you 
do emit. The use of  renewable energy such as wind and solar can reduce emissions, as can 
the greater use of  active travel, public transport, electric vehicles, and the insulation of  
buildings. But how can we absorb more of  these gases? One answer is forestation. Trees 
absorb carbon dioxide and use it to build their structure, and we could certainly do with re-
wilding and larger forests to improve our biodiversity. Then there are technical fixes such as 
carbon capture and storage (CCS). The latter is the preferred fix for corporations because it 
allows them to continue to emit large amounts of  carbon dioxide which they claim will be 
‘captured’ and stored underground. CCS has been around for about 30 years. The problem 
is it has never been proven to work. It’s not the answer.
Then there is the problem of  net zero itself. Climate scientists are telling us that net zero 
by 2050 won’t stop the temperature from rising above 1.5ºC, and is unlikely to prevent 
catastrophic climate change with global temperatures going above 2ºC. If  net zero isn’t 
the answer what is? We need massive reductions in greenhouse gas emissions as quickly as 
possible, which means eliminating our dependence on fossil fuels. The only way to keep 
humanity safe is the immediate and sustained radical cuts to greenhouse gas emissions in 
a socially just way. As climate scientists James Dyke, Robert Watson, and Wolfgang Knorr 
have said: 
“The time has come to voice our fears and be honest with wider society. Current net zero 
policies will not keep warming to within 1.5°C because they were never intended to. They 
were and still are driven by a need to protect business as usual, not the climate. If we want to 
keep people safe then large and sustained cuts to carbon emissions need to happen now. That 
is the very simple acid test that must be applied to all climate policies. The time for wishful 
thinking is over.”

Net Zero Is Not The Answer
By Howard Thorp

Image by GerGerd Alt-
mann from Pixabay
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The media are currently making a big issue about proposed power 
cuts, but what they don’t seem to  realise is we are way past the 
time for a bit of  tinkering or a little disruption.  Our current 

economic system is the cause of  this global crisis.  It isn’t the solution. 
What we need to do is take drastic action, and do it now.

Lynn Edwards

You are quite correct and perhaps that is why the Labour movement 
has made most progress in the last few decades with specific 
campaigns rather than through the party. (e.g. poll tax, school 

meals, Extinction Rebellion are another example of  simple demands. 
https:rebellion.global/about-us.

Just Stop Oil & Insulate Britain are also examples with 1 or 2 simple 
demands.

I would argue that intelligence also exists on the right.  But there is a 
more uncaring attitude on the right, a willingness to compromise, even 
abandon or suppress their ideals for personal profit or selfish reasons, 
e.g. voting for tax cuts.

Mystery Dave

Brilliant plan Luke, and I totally agree.  We must agree on values and 
unite behind a simple set of  objectives.

There are many still homeless on the left, and others who have joined 
various left wing or socialist groups.  We are scattered and weakened, 
(which I believe was the plan) but we must come to some kind of  
agreement, unite into a coalition or an alliance, and do it soon.

Lynne Edwards

We welcome feedback and contributions. Please keep them civil. Go 
to the Contact Us page on our website or use the comments options 
on articles printed online or email us at:
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 ACTS OF RESISTANCE

https://creatingsocialism.org/

Last week we gave you a list of  seven things you could do to get involved in 
resisting the onslaught from the right. This week, and in following weeks, we will 
be a bit more specific.

Want to sign a petition?
Here are a couple of  petitions that have caught our eye lately.
Fancy a general election? Here’s a petition sponsored by The Independent 
newspaper.
Do you think there should be a windfall tax on energy companies, sign here.

Put up a poster
You definitely want one of  these in the front of  your house. Download one here.

Join a protest group

The government seem determined to prevent Extinction Rebellion and Just Stop 
Oil from keeping people’s attentions focussed on the climate emergency. You can 
get involved in their campaigns by checking out their websites. Click here for XR 
and here for JSO.

Tell us what you are doing?
If  you are involved in a local campaign group, or are planning a meeting in your 
area let us know. We can tell others. Just email us at:
editor@creatingsocialism.org 
Or, use the contact form on our website.

I SUPPORT 
MY POSTIE

https://chng.it/TJtLtqszq7
https://tinyurl.com/2bju8dky
https://www.cwu.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/06809-01-I-support-my-postie.pdf
https://extinctionrebellion.uk/join-us/
https://juststopoil.org/events/
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ESince 2019, when Corbyn announced he would be stepping down 
as leader of  the Labour Party, the claim that people feel politically 
homeless has been heard a good deal on social media. Whilst I don’t 

doubt that’s true for many, my experience of  not feeling represented 
in mainstream society extends even further back, by almost 20 years. I 
remember in 2002 getting increasingly angry and frustrated at mainstream 
media (MSM) coverage of  the build-up to the Iraq War. I found myself  
drawn to news programmes as I actively sought to learn more about 
what was to unfold in Iraq as military intervention became increasingly 
inevitable.  
The diet of  MSM news that I consumed back then left me feeling that something wasn’t quite 
right, that something was missing, almost as if  half  the story was being intentionally left untold. 
I think I realised then that the MSM had an agenda, but I couldn’t discern what it was and 
certainly didn’t have the tools to uncover in whose service it operated. This was until I found 
books by Robert Fisk and Noam Chomsky. Only then did I appreciate that I lacked a wide and 
deep knowledge of  history, geopolitics, imperialism, colonialism, and class consciousness and 
that I had a lot of  work to do if  I wanted to educate myself. School, in this sense, had quite 
clearly failed me and had left me woefully lacking in the skills needed to analyse and critique 
society, capitalism, and the raw militaristic aggression that I saw unfolding around me.
Fast forward twenty years and, whilst much has changed (I’ve read a lot!), much has also 
remained the same. This short piece of  writing is for those who have more recently found their 
way to ‘the left side’ of  the political spectrum, towards socialism of  one form or another, and 
who most probably have come from what we unhelpfully call ‘the centre’ (a nondescript term 
that simply means neither communist nor fascist) and, through no fault of  their own, have been 
weaned on a diet of  MSM lies and half-truths.
Just think about it: if  you were hoping to find coverage of  Julian Assange’s continued illegal 

Image by Tumisu from Pixabay

Getting informed: a personal story
Kier Kirby
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and immoral incarceration in Belmarsh Prison by the UK Government, then you’d be disappointed – 
the MSM won’t cover it. If  you wanted to understand why the UK Government continues to supply 
arms, munitions, and military maintenance and support contracts to Saudi Arabia to directly enable the 
Saudi Government to impose famine conditions through horrific bombardments of  Yemeni civilians 
and infrastructure, then, again, you’d be surprised to find that the MSM won’t cover it. If  you wanted 
to understand how, and why, Israel continues its 73 years-and-counting apartheid and occupation of  
Palestine, as well as why it continues to murder Palestinian children and civilians in Gaza through 
indiscriminate drone bombings then, you guessed it, the MSM won’t help you find out. 
Let’s be crystal clear here: if  you’re a socialist, of  ‘the left’, or just simply question why there is so much 
war and destruction in the world today, be of  no doubt – the MSM is actively working to withhold these 
truths from you. You need to cut it out of  your news diet immediately, actively refuse to listen to it and 
resist the temptation to embroil yourselves in the media-driven celebrity and personality cults that the 
MSM would have you believe is politics. If  you think the MSM narrative can effect meaningful change, it 
can’t and it won’t. The only question that remains is what do you replace MSM news with?
One answer that I have found is the world of  politics-inspired podcasting as a tool for political education. 
Podcasting truly is one of  the last remaining internet-inspired platforms from ‘the good old days in the 
‘90s’ that is still managing to hold out against capitalist corporate takeover and greed and resist being 
subsumed into the handful of  MSM behemoths that now make up 95% of  the media landscape today.

The socialist podcasting landscape is peppered with articulate, well-informed experts (of  all ages and 
backgrounds) who are driven by their passionate socialist beliefs to make their content clear, accessible 
and free to all, regardless of  how much or how little theory you already do or don’t know. These are 
friendly, knowledgeable and approachable people (mostly men, it must be said: representation is still an 
issue!) who either alone or with co-hosts deliver, week after week, long-form discussions of  contemporary 
political issues, conduct interviews with guest speakers and authors, host left-inspired book readings 
and explore Marxist & anarchist political theory, and all in bite-sized 30-60 minute chunks – a perfect 
accompaniment to washing the dishes, walking the dog, mowing the lawn, or a commute back from the 
office/gym.
So, starting soon, I will be focusing on some of  the most impressive examples from the podcasting 
world. I will take you on a journey of  discovery and believe me, by the time we have finished you simply 
won’t have time for the MSM with their lies, distractions and establishment supporting narrative.
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The Death Penalty
Susie Granic

While we here in the UK and Europe occasionally become concerned 
when a politician raises the prospect of  reinstating the death 
penalty, it really is no more than a passing thought because we 

remain convinced that the majority of  sensible people would be against it. 
But are we being too complacent?
According to a poll carried out by YouGov four in ten of  us support the death penalty with half  
(50%) opposed and 10% unsure. Unsurprisingly Conservatives are much more likely to support it 
(58% support, 34% oppose) than Labour voters (23% support, 66% oppose).
We may think of  it in terms of  an outdated concept but although the last executions here were 
in 1964 and it was abolished in 1965, until 1997 the House of  Commons held a vote during each 
subsequent parliament to restore the death penalty, although thankfully it was always defeated. 
However, that was for murder; it did remain in place for treason and certain military offences until 
1998 .
It must be hoped that we remain a relatively sane country, in this regard at least, for we only have 
to look at our own history of  wrongly convicted people to see how dangerous it is. The names that 
spring to most people’s minds would of  course be the Guildford Four and the Birmingham Six. 
But we should also keep an eye on the USA, that famous arbiter of  human rights.
It is shocking that in 2022 there are 2,400 people on death row in the US with executions on the 
rise. And some of  these will be of  wrongly convicted inmates. Innocent people who will die in the 
most barbaric ways.
In Oklahoma for example, the state announced it plans to execute one person a month from now 
until 2024. How can a state make such an announcement without it causing an uproar?  Because 
they are convinced that it is a deterrent. That it keeps them safer.
Of  course it is no such thing. Were it a deterrent murders would have decreased drastically instead of  
increasing. There have been slight declines in the past, but nothing significant and certainly nothing 
to bear out this ludicrous assertion of  the death penalty being a deterrent. Nobody, nobody, goes 
out with the intention of  killing somebody expecting to be caught. They expect to get away with it.
Yet although 78% of  Americans believe there is a risk of  innocent people being put to death, 60% 
are in favour of  it. 60% of  people favour a person being strapped to an electric chair and fried. Or 
hanged by the neck. Because while many might like to believe they are put to death as humanely as 
animals with a lethal injection, more and more drug companies are becoming reluctant to provide 
the drugs necessary. And it’s not humane anyway.
Whatever the means, taking someone’s life should be illegal whether it is an individual committing 
the act or the state.

https://creatingsocialism.org/
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