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INSIDE
CAN LABOUR 
WIN IN 2024? Sunday 

Socialist

WHEN THE results of  today’s elections in Italy are announced the most likely 
winner will be Giorgia Meloni. 45-year old Meloni is the leader of  a right wing 
coalition that includes ex-premier Berlusconi and Matteo Salvino who led the 

nationalist Northern League when they wanted independence from Italy.
Meloni leads the Brothers of  Italy, who are described as a “post-Fascist 
party.” Her opponents worry that Meloni is just pretending to be a 
democrat now and will show her true colours after the election. Even 
now the soft focus, voter friendly Meloni declares, “I am Giorgia , I am a 
woman, I am Italian, I am Christian,” while attacking gay rights, Muslims 
and George Soros, who is a key figure in the conspiracy theories of  the 
far right. 
Like Le Pen in France, Meloni has rowed back on her admiration for 
Putin since the invasion of  Ukraine. She is also distancing herself  from 
Le Pen and Hungarian leader Viktor Orban. Meloni once accused the 
EU of  being part of  the Great Replacement, in which world leaders are 
conspiring to replace ethnic Europeans with immigrants. She is currently 
pro-EU. For now. 
Whilst the Hobbit-loving Meloni uses a significant amount of  neo-
fascist rhetoric there are significant differences between her coalition 
parties on issues such as Ukraine, migration, EU integration. It is a 
feature of  coalition governments that despite their initial popularity the 
compromises essential to succeed often reveal deep seated policy divisions.
We may recall the Five Star Movement which swept to power in 2018, collapsed a year later and is now barely on 
the political radar. Whether the charismatic Meloni, a genuine heir to the fascist state of  Mussolini, will endure 
longer is yet to be seen.
Italy, in common with capitalist countries everywhere has massive inequalities between rich and poor. It has been 
on the front line in the refugee crisis, making simplistic calls to blockade Africa to prevent migration popular. 
Whilst some do not expect Meloni to last long, the left should not be so complacent. These are dangerous times 
and ordinary workers outside of  the political bubble are being enticed by charlatans offering them solutions with 
policies that will inevitably fail as they cannot control the globalised nature of  capitalism.
Never has it been more important for workers to unite across barriers and for us to realise we have more in 
common with the working class in Italy than the ruling class in our own country. 

FASCISTS WIN POWER IN ITALY
•  Centre right bloc poised to win power
•  First fascist government in Italy since Mussolini

Image courtesy of Vox España, CC0, 
via Wikimedia Commons
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Extreme weather events are becoming the ‘new normal’ across the world 
as the climate emergency continues to unfold.

Tropical Storms
In the Caribbean, Hurricane Fiona continues to cause havoc. Puerto Rico has suffered a complete 
power outage. The 90mph winds have destroyed buildings, roads and bridges, and over 30 inches 
of  rain have fallen in a single day, causing severe flooding. “The damages that we are seeing are 
catastrophic,” said Governor Pedro Pierluisi. Puerto Rica is still recovering from a similar hurricane 
in 2017. Japan is also suffering, as Typhoon Nanmodal brought gale forces winds and rain that 
caused mudslides and led to tens of  thousands of  people evacuating their homes.

Sudan
Last week Sudan was devastated by floods. The National Council for Civil Defence said the floods 
have killed a total of  134 people, left 120 others injured, and damaged or destroyed more than 
128,000 homes. Flooding has become a regular feature for Sudan in recent years. Between 2017 and 
2021 an average of  388,600 people a year were affected by flooding. This year the figure stands at 
286,400, but UNICEF believes the figure could rise to over 460,000 by the end of  the wet season in 
October.

Somalia
Somalia is now in the fourth year of  a drought that shows no signs of  ending. Seven million people, 
nearly half  of  the population, require food aid. Four million people, including half  a million children, 
are at risk of  severe malnutrition and the country is close to declaring a famine for the first time 
since 2011 when a quarter of  a million people died. The situation has been made worse by Somalian 
dependence on grain from the Ukraine. And while the West has been quick to supply Ukraine with 
billions in aid to fight the war, a UN fund to help Somalia has only attracted one billion dollars, half  
a billion short of  its target.

Extreme Weather
Extreme weather events and natural disasters are nothing new. But their frequency and geographical 
spread are growing. There is no denying the impact of  human induced climate change on our planet. 
It is not enough for wealthy nations to use their economic power to continue exploiting fossil fuels 
while using dubious schemes to deliver net zero carbon emissions. We need actual zero emissions to 
save the planet, or rather to save ourselves. The planet will get on very well without us if  we allow 
capitalism’s unchecked greed to add the human race to the next mass extinction.
All the more reason to support The Next Rebellion called by Extinction Rebellion for 14-16 
October. 
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Extinction Rebellion new action to involve thousands 
across UK

EXTINCTION REBELLION have launched an exciting and innovative new 
campaign with the aim of  raising the issue of  climate change throughout 
the UK.

Their Change is Now Tour, will stop at more than 60 towns and cities including Bangor, Bournemouth, 
Dublin, Cardiff, Manchester, Bristol, Inverness, Carlisle and Durham.
A spokesperson for the Change is Now Tour, said: “Our political systems are out of  date, out of  touch 
and can’t cope with the crises we face, focused on divisive debates rather than coming together to solve real 
problems. It is clear that the collective intelligence and common sense of  ordinary people can help us to face 
the real world far better than our lobbied, biased, corrupt politicians.“
The tour aims to “take rebellion, deliberative democracy and movement building right across the UK”. At 
each stop on the tour XR will be holding people’s assemblies to bring people together and showcase the 
power of  deliberative democracy
The people’s assemblies will discuss, “How might we respond to the crisis we face together?” encouraging 
people to share knowledge and experience of  taking action together to create change, as well as consider 
community-based solutions to the climate, ecological and cost of  living crises and discuss how they intersect.
The tour will run until at least October 13th, culminating in a day of  action in London on October 14th. 
Extinction Rebellion also officially launched plans to bring at least 100,000 people out onto the streets to 
take prolonged action together in Spring next year. 
This tour comes at a time when extreme weather events are becoming more and more common. The 
hurricane in Puerto Rico, the typhoon in Japan and the earthquake in Taiwan being the latest examples. In 
Pakistan, which faced a heatwave earlier this year, devastating floods in which thousands have died, half  a 
million have been displaced, and nearly half  the country’s crops have washed away, is just the latest disaster 
to hit.
Whilst the media talk about climate change, politicians also continue to do very little but talk. In Europe 
around a third of  those sampled for the Eurobarometer poll in 2019 put the fight against climate change 
as the most important issue for MEPs to address. In the most recent poll in Summer 2022 it had fallen to 
fourth behind cost of  living (34%), energy supply (28%), and the international situation (28%)
Whilst it is understandable that people are concerned about the cost of  living and rising energy prices, it is 
essential that we do not allow the climate emergency to drift out of  sight. The fight for a socialist future is 
not separate from the fight for a planet to build that future on.

Read online

https://extinctionrebellion.uk/2022/09/14/change-is-now-tour/ 
https://extinctionrebellion.uk/2022/09/14/are-you-ready-to-take-action-on-climate-and-cost-of-living/
https://europa.eu/eurobarometer/surveys/detail/2693
https://creatingsocialism.org/extinction-rebellion-new-action-to-involve-thousands-across-uk/ 
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Friends no more

IN HIS speech to the United Nations General Assembly yesterday, US 
president Joe Biden stated that Russia has “shamelessly violated the core 
tenets” of  charter with a “brutal, needless war in Ukraine”.

When he said “The world should see these outrageous acts for what they are. Putin claims he had 
to act because Russia was threatened, but no one threatened Russia and no one other than Russia 
sought conflict”, one might have been forgiven for thinking of  the million Iraqis turning over in their 
graves.
It is not only the hypocrisy of  the US government and its allies – Germany and France also condemned 
Putin’s “imperialism”, while Qatar, Senegal and Turkey called for immediate peace talks – but also 
reckless statements such as this when Putin has been quite clear he will take no orders from the West. 
Biden’s speech followed that of  German Chancellor Olaf  Scholz on Tuesday, when he said there 
was no justification for Putin’s decision to invade Ukraine. “This is imperialism, plain and simple”, 
which, again, is a little rich when the invasion of  so many countries by the West incurred no such 
condemnation.
The Russian president’s much anticipated television address yesterday was a clear response to these 
statements and a reminder to world leaders of  Russia’s nuclear capabilities.
“Washington, London and Brussels are directly pushing Kyiv to move military action to our country. 
They are openly saying that Russia should be defeated on the battlefield by any means,” said Putin.
“Nuclear blackmail has also been used. We are talking not only about the shelling of  the Zaporizhzhia 
nuclear plant… but also about statements from senior representatives of  NATO countries about the 
possibility and permissibility of  using weapons of  mass destruction against Russia, nuclear weapons.
“I would like to remind those who make such statements about Russia that our country also possesses 
various means of  destruction, and in some cases, they are more modern than those of  NATO 
countries. When the territorial integrity of  our country is threatened, we, of  course, will use all the 
means at our disposal to protect Russia and our people.
The Russian president added: “This is not a bluff.”
This came after he informed the country of  his government’s plans for ‘partial mobilisation’ of  the 
citizens currently in the reserves, which, according to Russian defence minister Sergei Shoigu, means 
about 300,000 reservists will be called up. The mobilisation is being carried out to control “already 
liberated territories” he said, meaning the Russian-controlled regions in eastern and southern Ukraine.
What has happened to diplomacy and lessons learned from the Cold War? Those who remember the 
heightened tensions in the eighties will not be keen to relive those times.
Read online

Vice President Joe Biden greets Russian Prime Minister Vladimir Putin at the Russian White House, 
in Moscow, Russia, March 10, 2011. (Official White House Photo by David Lienemann)

https://creatingsocialism.org/warmongers-of-the-world-unite/ 
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THE Bank of  England has raised interest rates by half  a percent, compounding 
the misery of  a population already battered by the cost of  living crisis. This 
was after the Federal Reserve raised US rates by three quarters of  a percent 

yesterday. This rate of  2.5% is the highest since rates collapsed after the international 
banking crash in 2008. Where America leads, Britain has to follow or face a continuing 
slump of  the pound against the dollar, driving up import costs, especially of  oil.

Strategy? What Strategy?
This comes on top of  the damaging news that Liz Truss’s ‘number one priority’, a post-Brexit free trade 
agreement with America, has been shelved by Biden with no prospect of  a deal before the next election.
Ostensibly, the Bank of  England decision was part of  the UK strategy to beat inflation. If  there is a strategy. 
Raising interest rates is supposed to make borrowing more expensive and stop prices spiralling out of  
control by reducing demand. Companies respond by laying off  workers and this drives down wages.
Meanwhile the Government is going in the opposite direction with tax cuts that are supposed to stimulate 
demand. We’ve been there before. Rich people will take the money and run to their tax havens. Any benefit 
to wage earners will just be handed over to banks, landlords and energy firms. And people who are too poor 
to pay tax will see no benefit at all.  

Recession is Coming
This is what happened in the 1980s when double digit inflation led the Federal Reserve to ramp up interest 
rates. Other countries followed suit and we had a double dip recession in the North, and in the South a 
serious debt crisis which caused massive hardship for some of  the poorest nations on earth.
Banks and Building Societies have responded by immediately raising mortgage rates. Buy to let landlords 
will be increasing rents so their tenants can pay off  their mortgages for them. Credit card companies will be 
quick to follow, causing misery to millions who are maxing out their cards in an attempt to cope with the 
cost of  living crisis.

Enough is Enough
And beyond our shores the economic fallout will add to the misery of  famine and disease. And we can 
expect more wars over scarce resources, and the continuing flight of  refugees desperately seeking to escape 
the effects of  this entirely preventable crisis of  capitalism. Enough is Enough!
Read online
 

Interest Rate Rise Compounds Our Misery

Image: Wikitropia, CC BY-SA 3.0 <https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0>, via Wikimedia 
Commons

https://creatingsocialism.org/interest-rate-rise-compounds-our-misery/
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Suppressing protests sets a worrying precedent for the new era.
The death of Queen Elizabeth II ended the longest reign of any monarch in the country’s 
history. The line we have been sold by the mainstream media is that we should mourn the 
passing of ‘our’ Queen.  The truth is, of course, that she was never our Queen; we were 
always her subjects, and at her death we have been handed over to the new King like so 
many chattels. As we fall headlong into the third decade of the twenty-first century that just 
can’t be right.

This is not a popular opinion to hold at a time when emotions are running high. A fact 
attested to by the arresting of protesters for holding up placards with ‘Not My King’ written 
on them, or for even holding blank pieces of paper. This is exactly the sort of heavy handed, 
politicised policing that I and thousands of other people took to the streets to protest against 
earlier in the year. We didn’t expect it to be applied so soon and with so little in the way of 
push back.

To their shame most Labour MPs have kept their heads down and complied with the 
instruction not to post anything on social media that might be construed as political during 
the national mourning marathon, a reminder, if one were needed, that the current opposition 
is present in name only.  This despite the ongoing tragedy of the cost-of-living crisis, the 
support package for which offered by the government will still leave millions unable to 
pay their bills, dire warnings that the tipping point for addressing climate change it fast 
approaching, to name just two of our troubles. 

My sympathies lie with the protesters, I have never understood the deep emotional attachment 
to the monarchy felt by so many people. The gold carriages, fancy dress and comic-opera 
ceremony say nothing about the Britain I, or any of the people I know live in.

I hold no personal animus against King Charles, some of the positions he advocated prior to 
taking to the throne do him credit. He spoke out about environmental issues when doing so 
meant being thought of as a crank.

A government that promotes right wing populist policies and leans dangerously towards 
authoritarianism will undoubtedly seek to weaponise his insecurities to serve their ends. Not 
least because said populist policies are likely to result in civil unrest, which they will try to 
use the powers held by the crown to suppress.

This can already be seen in the draconian response to what have been decidedly muted 
protests. If a political agenda marked by tax cuts for the rich and the creation of ‘special’ 
areas of investment where following the law, if you’re a big corporation anyway, is optional 
is allowed to go ahead things will get much worse.

Before he came to the throne some people worried that Charles would meddle in politics. 
Now he’s King the opposite looks like being the case, those who hold political power look 
likely to mess with him. The results of their doing so will, if it goes unchallenged, damage 
our democratic rights. We cannot let that happen, this must be the moment when we get up 
off our knees, stop being subjects and become citizens. Citizens of a country that elects its 
head of state and protects the rights of the people through a written constitution.
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Compiled by Susie Granic

Good day

Friday was a good day for the five Palestine Action activists who had been due in court on 
charges of  criminal damage and aggravated trespass after an action at the Elbit factory 
in Shenstone. The five had ‘locked-on’ and shut down the factory of  Israel’s largest arms 
company in July and had been due in court for a plea hearing. The charges were dropped 
due to an “unrealistic chance of  conviction”. It’s not the first time this has happened – 
four had charges dropped in February – and to date no activist has been convicted for 
shutting Elbit down.

Protests in Iran

Protests are ongoing in Iran over the death of  Mahsa Amini, a 22-year-old Kurd who had 
spent three days in a coma after being detained by the morality police in Tehran for not 
wearing the hijab improperly. Unrest has spread to about 80 towns and cities as women 
burn their headscarves to protest laws that force them to wear the hijab. According to Iran 
Human Rights, an Oslo-based organisation, at least 50 people have been killed by security 
forces in the anti-government protests, more than three times the official death toll of  
17. The protests have sparked debate around the world with women in Arab countries 
offering solidarity to Iranian women.

Labour prevaricates

Kwasi Kwarteng’s budget will have a truly adverse effect on those already struggling, but 
now we have the announcement by the Chancellor of  a cut in income tax for the country’s 
highest ‘earners’. Even some Tory MPs regard it as ‘controversial’ to reward those with 
salaries higher than £150,000. Yet, when Labour’s Shadow Chancellor, Rachel Reeves was 
interviewed and had the chance to say Labour would reverse such a cut, she refused three 
times to do so, despite being asked explicitly. Labour - what are they good for?

Bonfire of regulations

The Government has done what should have been unthinkable and has agreed in principle 
to establish tax-cutting investment in 38 areas which they say will “drive growth and 
unlock housing development”. This news is going under the radar but we should all be 
very worried. Not only are environmental protections being torn up, they have announced 
“liberalised planning rules” which means planning regulations are also set for the fire. 
They are encouraging big business to take over cities. To run them. To make the laws. 
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under threat
AS YET another European Country falls to a right-wing coalition it is clear we need a 
debate about democracy. It is going under the political radar of  the left that without the 
element of  proportional representation (PR) none of  these parties could win.  
PR far from making every vote count is ensuring that the very existence of  democracy 
itself  is being threatened. Democracies, across Europe, are being eroded as the coalitions 
can unite around one thing - their thirst for power. 
On the left we often watch in dismay as these governments cause huge rifts between the 
haves and have nots. The one thing they all tend to have in common is working to ensure 
the rich get richer. In the UK the democracy debate is framed as a choice between first-
past-the-post (FPTP) and proportional representation (PR).

What is democracy?
This narrows the debate down to an acceptance that the system itself  is reformable. But, 
why would the ruling class want to change a system that works well for them? Democracy, 
as we know it, is not about how we live and how much say we have over decisions which 
affect us, it has evolved into a system of  choosing which middle class person will represent 
our interests to the ruling class.
It is noticeable that, at least in the UK, very few genuine working class people ever get 
into parliament. Where they do they are entirely marginalised in a system of  privilege and 
patronage. PR would do nothing to change that. We need a discussion about democracy, 
but we need a discussion that is about bringing democracy to ordinary people. Not one 
which concentrates on which people will represent them as if  they are not capable of  
making decisions on their own account.

Common sense
In Europe we are seeing a drift to the right fuelled by rising anger about a cost of  living 
crisis which is caused by the inevitable consequences of  a system in which ever increasing 
profit is the price to be paid for an industrial system which, whilst providing jobs, homes 
and income,  is, at the same time, making the planet incrementally uninhabitable for people. 
The left struggle to change the narrative. We are often drowned out by the sheer weight 
of  the mass media and their ‘common sense’ assumptions which make people’s petty 
prejudices seem like principles. The right claim that embracing policies that protect the 
state is necessary because otherwise their identity (as Italians, as Swedes, as French and 
yes, as Britons) will be overwhelmed and watered down by immigrants.
Meanwhile, the idea that we are all in it together somehow, whilst factually hollow, retains 
its rhetorical power. But the ‘we’ is very often a ‘we’ based on racial purity. And, counter-
posed to the ‘they’ who must be prevented from entering our state or, if  already here, 
encouraged to leave.
This is not democracy and it makes no difference to this ‘debate’ whether it is PR or 
FPTP that  allows us to choose a political class that has no interest in anything but its own 
aggrandisement. For sure, we agree, there must be a debate about democracy but let’s not 
narrow that debate to options that amount to the best of  a bad job.
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Ch-Ch-Ch-Changes

Welcome to my weekly column about finding, and having, a very real, practical 
faith that we need every day just to get up in the morning.

Out With The Old
I’ve been following events since September 8th. There have been a few changes 
already but there are a lot of things which will see change in the coming years. 
Small things such as coins, stamps, and passports; and big things, such as flags – 
which now must bear the King’s colours, and be rebranded. The King may well 
issue a new personal flag – the standard which must be flown wherever he is in 
residence or visiting a place.

You will get used to having coins and stamps with the King’s face on them 
alongside the older coins with the Queen’s face. You don’t have to lick stamps 
any more, so you don’t have to waste your spit.

The crown designs on things such as cop cars, post boxes and so on will have to 
change as well. “ER” must become “CR,” so think of all the waste and garbage 
this will generate – which we would no longer need once if we were to become a 
democratic republic.

In With The Old
One of the very first things to change was the English National Anthem. It is 
now “God Save The King,” and – to the horror of transphobes everywhere – all 
the pronouns have already been changed.

So while you’re now listening to the new anthem for England, here’s a nice 
thought for you – the words to the Welsh National Anthem have not changed at 
all.

The song “Hen Wlad Fy Nhadau,” (“Land Of My Fathers.”) has outlived the 
Queen.

Let’s see which other things will have outlived the Queen in the coming years, 
and what else should be buried with her.

Have a great week, everybody! 
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30 million tears? 

by Dave Middleton

On Wednesday last week, Yahoo News had a story on their website 
which claimed that: “A YouGov poll showed 44 percent of  Britons 
cried when news broke that the monarch had passed.” In effect 

what Yahoo were claiming was that roughly 30 million people broke into 
tears on hearing the news. Does that sound credible?
I went to YouGov to see where this poll was, who they had sampled, and exactly what the 
question was. Yahoo, unlike Critical Mass, does not always provide links to the information 
they use. 
The “survey” they cited was actually one of  YouGov’s Daily Questions, and it is worth 
examining a little what it was actually telling us, if  indeed it was telling us anything. I have 
previously contacted YouGov for details of  their polling technique, but this is not information 
they are keen to share.
The question asked on the YouGov website was: “Have you cried or become teary/welled 
up at any point due to the death of the Queen?”

Notice that this is rather different from “cried when news broke”. Notice also that this is really 
a number of  questions rather awkwardly combined into one. Crying is surely different from 
becoming teary or welling up. It also begs the question whether “at any point” is rather non-
specific at a period in time when public emotion is being manipulated very overtly by blanket 
coverage of  the event. 

Who were these people?
We know, because they tell us, that 3,282 adults replied. But, who are these people? And, more 
importantly, how were they chosen? Is this poll in any way representative of  the views of  the 
British public? Bear in mind that Yahoo were claiming 44% of  “Britons” not 44% of  people 
who happened to be on YouGov’s website last week.

In fact they do tell us a little about the people answering this question.
If  you use the tabs on their website they break it down by religion, politics (meaning party 
voted for at the last election), social class, and age.

https://uk.movies.yahoo.com/anti-monarchists-drowned-uk-mourns-043943161.html?guccounter=1&guce_referrer=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZ29vZ2xlLmNvbS8&guce_referrer_sig=AQAAAKuVWtPTl9fPXS4TvE_ethDc1KZv2toP2kekGq_9zEXwFGnWo3rXcLJfPJOVHTtPkl62ZLsBAnEo5VBk2UUillwcr7NXltnt-m2Ybu5YonBxpwKmkB_uwEWS5Q4SCCJOzjoLXqPCO6BCj5908CcDc-lIDVD4AenvNljljfm2oqA9
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What is quite clear, even from this data, is that, if  you asked that question only of  those aged 18-24, you get a very 
different picture. What we don’t know however is how many of  the 3,382 were in each of  these groups. There 
seems little doubt that the figure for all is being disproportionately affected by the views of  the older age groups 
(50+).

Do 90% of  the public support nuclear power?
Were it not for the fact that we are being force-fed positive news about the royal family at present and that a major 
news outlet reported it as if  were a fact, this poll would be no more important than a poll reported in the Daily 
Express a couple of  weeks ago in which 90% of  the 987 Express readers who filled in their online poll said that 
the UK should invest more in nuclear energy. Indeed, have we not all filled in polls on Twitter and become excited 
by the results if  more than 100 people join us in doing the same?
Polling is important in politics for a number of  reasons. Importantly it gives us a sense of  how parties are faring 
or whether a particular policy has public support. They can take us outside our political bubbles and connect, in 
some way, with those we may not normally converse with.

What’s the right answer? What’s the right question?
The question on crying over the death of  the Queen is an interesting example of  how the question is almost 
inviting a certain answer. That it never received the answer was probably more to do with the country being split 
on what the correct response to a royal death should be. I just wonder what the answer would be if  you asked 
simply: “When you heard about the death of  the Queen, how did you react?” I think, though I have no way of  
supporting this, many people would say “sad”, a small few would probably say “burst into tears” and a sizeable 
minority would say “I didn’t”. In other words, part of  the problem with all surveys is that they manipulate you 
into categories that you might not otherwise put yourself  in. I rather suspect too that in the media onslaught after 
the Queen’s death many people would have sought out YouGov as a way of  doing something, but again I have 
no particular evidence for that.
But all of  this assumes something rather important. Opinion polls measure public opinion. But as Peter Hitchens 
has said: “Opinion polls are a device for influencing public opinion, not a device for measuring it.” What he is less 
clear on is quite how this is managed.
Hitchen’s point is that polls, particularly political polls, can be manipulated to create an illusion of  certain individuals 
or policies as being unpopular. When Yahoo was making the case that republicans were losing ground they cited 
44% who cried. This is because, if  you say 56% seem to have felt no great loss at the passing, their story does not 
quite hang together.
We saw during Jeremy Corbyn’s tenure as Labour leader how the media manipulated events, including polling 
results, to undermine his chance of  becoming Prime Minister. As Kitty S Jones reported after the first leaders’ 
debate, a snap poll, produced by YouGov and widely cited by broadcasters, announced that Johnson won based 
on a poll that was carried out an hour prior to the debate starting! 
It is worth reminding ourselves that most people have only a passing interest in politics. Even fewer are pre-
pared to fill in polls. Indeed, before online panels became the norm it would be normal to report the overall 
response rate. 

I was a carefully recruited member of  the YouGov Panel
YouGov states that: “Over the last eighteen years, YouGov has carefully recruited a panel of  over 1 million British 
adults to take part in our surveys.” I am a member of  YouGov’s carefully recruited panel of  one million adults 

http://politicsandinsights.org
http://politicsandinsights.org
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and I can say I had no sense when I signed up on their website that I was being carefully recruited. However, in 
fairness to YouGov, I should point that in 2016 the Pew Research Centre found that YouGov polls were some of  
the most accurate in the business.
I am certainly not arguing that we should ignore all polls, any more than I think we should ignore news because we 
do not agree with it, but that we should treat all polls as no more than one variable in a multi-variable universe. To 
make this simple, you would not believe in UFOs because one person claimed to have seen one, but if  thousands 
of  people said the same thing you might at least think something was happening. Polls are largely the same. The 
poll cited by Yahoo News did not show that 44% of  Britons spontaneously burst into tears. What it showed was 
that 44% of  people in a sample from a sampling frame of  around one million, who happened to be on their 
website on a particular day, said that they felt sad, and that could include actual tears. 
Beware of  putting too much faith in a single poll and be sceptical of  the way in which questions are asked to elicit 
certain responses. But they remain an important background indicator to the real politics that affect us all. 
Read online
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TEN buildings collapsed on 11th August in a UNESCO world 
heritage site in a capital city. Who in the west knew or cared?

Al Jazeera reported that heavy rains had lashed Sana’a, the capital of  Yemen, and led to the 
collapse of  these treasured buildings. This site is believed to have been inhabited for more 
than two millennia, and the architecture is unique. Without a doubt, there are a number of  
world heritage sites where an event of  this kind would have been headline news around the 
world. But the loss of  such historic buildings in Yemen has gone virtually unnoticed. 
This is not news in the west, just as the war in Yemen, ‘the forgotten war’, has almost 
never been news. The desperate suffering of  the people in Yemen, the brutality of  the 
Saudi Arabian air strikes and the complicity of  the UK in this conflict are for the most part 
overlooked. And how convenient this is, as the situation in Yemen has become extremely 
complex with a number of  proxy relationships involved.  The parties concerned, of  course, 
have broader geopolitical aims, which themselves may shift over time. 
In June 2019 Campaign Against Arms Trade won a landmark victory at the Court of  Appeal, 
challenging the UK’s arms sales to Saudi Arabia. The Court of  Appeal found that our 
Government had failed to make a satisfactory assessment of  the risk of  weapons exported 
from the UK, weapons which were used in violations of  international humanitarian law.
According to that ruling, the export of  new weapons for use in the war in Yemen was to 
be halted. A multi-billion pound deal to sell more fighter jets to Saudi Arabia was put on 
hold. But the Government did not comply with the Court of  Appeal ruling and continued 
to supply weapons for the war in Yemen. On 26th October 2020, CAAT filed a new Judicial 
Review application into the legality of  the UK Government’s decision to renew arms sales 
to the Saudi-led coalition that is bombing Yemen.

Court delays
On 20th  April 2021 CAAT was granted permission for its legal challenge to proceed to the 
High Court. The hearing was expected to be held some time in 2022. A date in June was 

Is there hope for Yemen?
By Jo Buchanan

Alisdare Hickson from Canterbury, United Kingdom, CC BY-SA 2.0 
<https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0>, via Wikimedia 

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/8/10/yemen-historic-buildings-collapse-in-sanaa-after-heavy-rains
https://caat.org.uk/homepage/stop-arming-saudi-arabia/caats-legal-challenge/ 
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Meanwhile, UK-made fighter jets, bombs and missiles have played a central role in this destruction, and arms 
manufacturers have been making vast profits. In 2021 BAE Systems received £2.6 billion in income from the 
Ministry of  Defence in Saudi Arabia                        between 2015 and 2021. The largest proportion of  the sales 
were for support and maintenance of  the Saudi air force. CAAT has given an estimate that, since the beginning 
of  the Saudis’ war in Yemen, UK sales of  weapons to Saudi Arabia have passed £23 billion.
Yemen has been at war for seven years. However, on 1st April this year a two-month truce was announced 
between the Saudi-led coalition, the Yemeni Government and the Houthi rebels. The Houthis agreed in principle 
to some increased road access to the besieged city of  Taiz. Unfortunately, despite expectations, the main routes 
were not opened. However, the fuel blockade at Al Hudaydah port has eased and some flights from Sanaa airport 
have resumed.

Extended truce
There has been less fighting, fuel has been entering the area, and in May Yemen experienced a whole month 
without any Saudi air strikes. So, thankfully, civilians in Yemen have benefited. But there is a precarious feeling 
about the truce.  There have been clashes in some areas and difficulties in agreeing to further negotiations, so 
those involved have not even begun to reach a deal that will end the conflict. The truce was initially extended for 
another two months in June, just before it was due to come to an end. The UN special envoy to Yemen, Hans 
Grundberg, stated, “This is a commitment to all Yemenis. It gives the Yemeni population a much needed sense 
of  respite and restores a sense of  hope that this war can come to an end”.  Extending the truce is not enough, 
however, as serious talks at the negotiating table are urgently required, and it may prove very difficult for either 
side to make concessions. 
Further breathing space has just been agreed this August, and the truce has been renewed for another two months. 
This time there is more of  a commitment to pursue negotiations and hopefully reach a further agreement. A 
recent post on Twitter by the chief  Houthi negotiator and spokesperson, Mohammed Abdul Salam, stated that 
the talks focused on “consolidating chances of  halting the war and lifting the blockade“ which the Saudi-led 
coalition had imposed. The UN made an appeal on 12th September for the truce to be extended and expanded. 
However, a number of  commentators and the parties involved have expressed caution about the renewed hope. 
Hans Grundberg was among these and has recently said how important it is to build on the existing truce. He 
remarked, “We need to end the conflict, not merely manage it.” The truce may be renewed next month, but that 
does not mean the war is over. There are fewer casualties overall, but the number of  child deaths in the conflict 
has increased considerably which is a most alarming development. Yemen is in an extremely fragmented state and 
much hard work and commitment is needed if  the country is to be repaired. 

Humanitarian crisis
The war has created an appalling humanitarian crisis in Yemen. The country has seen the death of  tens of  
thousands of  people, and millions of  people have gone hungry. The statistics, figures from the UN, are bleak. 
A report in the autumn of  2021  estimated that 377,000 people would have died in this long war by the end of  
the year. Of  these 60% would have died from hunger, preventable disease, and other ‘indirect’ causes. 70% of  
the deaths were children under five. Around four million people have been displaced and 80% of  the 29 million 
people in the country depend on aid in order to survive. Al-Jazeera report that 7.3 million of  these people will face 
emergency levels of  hunger, a huge increase of  over 1.5 million. 2.2 million children are severely malnourished. 
It is hard to begin to grasp the enormity of  human suffering on this scale. The high price of  wheat, which has 
soared over recent months, has exacerbated the situation. 
Coverage of  the situation in Yemen by the western press has been extremely poor.  It is not newsworthy. How 
many people know anything about the conflict? How many people knew a truce was agreed in April which has 
been extended twice? How many people know how much profit is made by UK arms manufacturers from the 
suffering in Yemen?
Is there a chance that the continuing supply of  weapons to Saudi Arabia may come to an end as a move towards 
a more lasting peace? Or will the truce crumble, just as the walls of  those beautiful historic buildings collapsed, 
leaving little trace of  their existence? 
Read online

https://declassifieduk.org/bae-systems-sold-weaponry-worth-17-6bn-to-saudis-during-yemen-war/
https://caat.org.uk/homepage/stop-arming-saudi-arabia/uk-arms-to-saudi-arabia/
https://news.un.org/en/story/2022/09/1126481
https://news.un.org/en/story/2022/08/1124682
https://caat.org.uk/news/un-report-estimates-377000-people-will-have-died-in-the-war-in-yemen-by-end-of-2021/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/3/16/4-3-billion-needed-to-avert-yemen-hunger-crisis
https://creatingsocialism.org/yemen-the-forgotten-war/
https://creatingsocialism.org/is-there-hope-for-yemen/ 
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The ‘Jelly-Bean Street’ Painting.
Madelaine Somerville part-owned an antique shop on the High Street in 
Bridgerton. Her business partner was Phillip Gordon. He had lost a little 
interest in the day-to-day running of  the shop that they had named ‘The 
Curio-City Shop’. Over the last ten years, he had only popped in a few times 
a week, and not for long, and made the odd suggestion to visit a particular 
auction to bid for a certain lot. Yesterday had been one of  those days. 
Phillip had emailed Madelaine to tell her that the auction house in 
nearby Ringhampton had something “rather special” coming up for sale 
the following week and she “really MUST attend” to buy one specific item. 
It was Lot No. 73B, quite a large painting by renowned local artist, Aaron 
Woods. Phillip explained that the painting was not especially remarkable to 
the untrained eye but that Madelaine “absolutely” had to win this lot, and 
that it was “imperative” that she “bring it back home”. He said, “Price is no 
object”, which he had never said before.
Madelaine was intrigued. She spent the rest of  the afternoon pondering 
Phillip’s odd but urgent request, in-between the three customers who had 
wandered into the shop. Madelaine could not help but feel puzzled at his 
demand.
The next week came around quickly, and then it was the day of  the 
auction.  Things were already well under way by the time Madelaine got to 
the auction. She went into the hall and took a seat near the back. All she could 
think of  was why Phillip wanted this painting.  Why did he want it? Was the 
artist a relative of  his? Was this a gift for Phillip’s husband Michael? No, she 
knew Michael had better taste than this, she was sure he wouldn’t like it at all
“Lot 73B,” announced the loud voice of  the auctioneer, “a charming study 
of  suburban living by acclaimed local artist, Mr Aaron Woods. It is a gauche 
on canvas painting, measuring thirty-six by forty-eight inches. It is titled 
‘Jelly-Bean Street’ and is signed by the artist. The frame is…,” he trailed off.  
“This lot is an unframed painting so the buyer can of  course choose their 
own style to compliment the picture.” A hushed titter wafted through the 
small crowd and the auctioneer looked out at the people, smiled and said,
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“Do I have £500?”
Hands and the price rose, and then a new hand joined in. Madelaine looked at the three bidders.  One was a 
woman with blonde coiffed hair; the other two were men in dark suit jackets. The bids rose surprisingly quickly 
to £1,800, and then Madelaine joined in. By the time the price on the painting was £4,300, the blonde woman 
was out.   The price continued to rise, and they reached £5,400. Madeleine was surprised at the price but was 
more resolute than the two men, as she finally won the battle at £5,800. Her final competitor furiously tore 
down his hand and shook his head in barely concealed anger.  She had won the lot. 
She sent a text to Phillip and he called her straight away.
“Madelaine?  You have the painting?” Phillip gabbled, “Jelly-Bean Street? You really do have it? And it’s very 
well packed and protected for the journey back to the shop?” Madelaine could hear the anxiety that gripped his 
throat.
“Yes, Jelly-Bean Street is here,” said Madelaine.
As she drove, Madeleine continued to ponder why Phillip wanted this picture. The depth of  his anxiety about 
acquiring ‘Jelly-Bean Street’ was directly proportional to the height of  her curiosity. 
Soon enough she was parking on the road in front of  the shop. Phillip, as promised, was there by the door 
waving to her. He came rushing to the driver’s side before she had turned off  the engine.
“Madelaine! You’re back! And the painting is all right? It is safe and sound?” He peered through the back 
window of  the car to see the package. “Ah yes, I see it’s A-OK. Thank Goodness!” he said.
“Yes, it’s perfectly fine,” said Madeleine. 
So, under Phillip’s direction, the two of  them carried the painting into the shop as if  it were a holy relic.  
Eventually they stood the picture reverently up against the far wall. Phillip, satisfied his painting was safe, told 
Madelaine she could go home if  she wanted. Then he thanked her very much for buying this “marvellous 
painting”, how it meant the world to him and Michael, how very much he admired her bidding skills and that 
only going over price by £800 was fantastic.
“What is it about this ‘Jelly-Bean Street’ painting, Phillip?” she asked when he let go of  her. “What are you 
seeing that I am not?”
“It’s something beyond words, Madelaine,” said Phillip. 
The next morning, Madelaine arrived at the shop, opened up and began her day.  The painting was still leaning up 
against the wall but now entirely unwrapped. Madelaine gazed at it.  Her gaze wandered over the row of  houses 
and the pink café, the border of  splodgy flowers and the overly-cheery blue sky. It was so juvenile!  Shaking her 
head with dismay, Madelaine turned around to leave the room. It was then that she saw a white envelope sticky-
taped to the back of  the stock room door. Her name was written on it with fountain pen, in Phillip’s beautiful 
handwriting.

Dearest Madeleine,
Will you please do one last favour for me. Take the painting to Jerry McCormack’s for 
framing. He knows exactly what to do with it. Then take the framed painting to Mr Darryl 
Winterbottom at the National Eastminster Bank. He will be expecting it. You might recall 
him from the cocktail party, Michael’s old flame? Please make sure it gets safely to Darryl 
who will store it in the vault.
With my sincerest best wishes,
Phillip.
By lunchtime, Madelaine decided that hers was not to reason why, so she closed the shop, loaded the re-packaged 
painting into her car and drove the short distance to Jerry’s framing shop to drop off  the picture.
There was neither sight nor sign of  Phillip for the rest of  the week. Madelaine tried several times to call him, 
but his phone always went straight to answer service.  By Monday she could not resist driving to Phillip and 
Michael’s house.  Neither Phillip’s nor Michael’s car was parked on the driveway but, more disturbingly, there 
was a “SOLD” sign that stood triumphantly in the front garden. 
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The next day she received a call from Jerry McCormack saying the painting was framed and ready to be picked 
up. Phillip had been normal until this picture came on the scene. “This painting has sent him mad!” she said 
aloud, staring at it accusingly.
“Try to imagine what might be behind the houses, Madelaine” said a voice. It was Phillip’s voice.  Madelaine 
started and looked behind her, but there was no one there. 
“Look at the green house and into the right-hand window on the middle floor,” said Phillip’s voice.  “Do you 
see the hands waving at you?” Madelaine bent over to see more clearly and then clapped both her hands over 
her mouth. 
“Do you see us? Michael and me?” said Phillip. “We’re waving at you!”
“Yes, I believe I do!” said Madelaine in a very quiet voice. 
“Just a couple of  months ago,” said Phillip, “Michael was given some bad news. He was terminally ill. The 
doctors said he had a few months. As you can imagine, we were devastated. I heard about Aaron Woods, who 
painted this picture. He is a painter Michael and I met last year. I got in touch to ask if  there was anything he 
could do to help us. He told us that this painting had certain special qualities and, if  I could manage to buy it 
at the auction, that he would bless us with a powerful spell. He is a Wiccan and is extremely well respected for 
his powerful spells and incantations…”
“ I’m so sorry to hear about Michael. That’s awful.”
“No, no, you don’t understand. Michael will be just fine, Madelaine!  Aaron has put us into this painting!  We are 
part of  the design!” said Phillip joyfully. “We can live out our lives here in Jelly-Bean Street, Madelaine. Here we 
can live free from time and disease. Michael is well again and we can happily live in the bounds of  the picture 
for as long as this painting survives.”
“So this is goodbye, then,” said Madelaine. 
“We had to do this: it’s the only way. Thank you, Madelaine, I shall miss you but, this is goodbye dear friend, 
farewell.”
And then he was gone. 
The next morning Madelaine took ‘Jelly-Bean Street’ to the Nat Eastminster Bank in town. Mr Winterbottom 
was indeed expecting her and welcomed her into his office. He solemnly took the painting from her and 
promised her he would personally take care of  it. Madelaine thanked him and, left.
Darryl Winterbottom positioned himself  in front of  the painting and began chanting the verses of  the spell 
that he had learned from Aaron Woods. Aaron had not wanted to tell Winterbottom the incantation but had 
little choice on hearing that it would be very simple to inform the police about his fifteen years of  tax evasion.
Someone might have to be obliterated but that was a sacrifice Darryl Winterbottom was willing to make. And 
so there in the old bank vault, he finished the spell. Then, bottle of  acetone in hand, grinning wildly and calling 
Michael’s name, he disappeared into the ‘Jelly-Bean Street’ painting.
The End
Read online
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Are people just too stupid for socialism? I often hear people talk about the “stupid masses” who 
consistently vote against their own best interests. The battle for socialism is presented as one between 
the indoctrinated masses and a minority who have seen through the system and know better.

I’ve never been convinced that this is true. Sure, there are stupid people. And sure, some of those vote 
for a party that does not have their best interests at heart. But to understand this as stupidity and/or 
brainwashing seems to me to miss the point of politics.

I understand how frustrating it can be for those who have seen through capitalism to try to convince 
people that, frankly, don’t really want to know. I doubt that it is either stupidity or political apathy. Most 
people, if you ask them, want the same things. A steady job, decent income, nice house, car, a holiday 
once or twice a year. They spend the majority of their lives working to get these things.

Nobody wants to be unemployed or on benefits because earning a wage confers a certain status. It does 
more of course. It brings you a sense of well-being, of being a useful member of society. At the same 
time, whether people recognise it or not, it brings them closer to an inevitable conflict between capital 
and labour.

Capitalism is, by definition, a hierarchical system. Your position in this hierarchy is not determined by 
what you believe but where you stand in relation to capital. But, most people have no understanding of 
this because not only are they not educated to see this division. Capitalism is so far off our radar that 
it appears as natural as the weather. It’s features are presented as the reason for progress. Commerce, 
business, money, wealth,are all presented as forces for good. Moreover, we are taught from an early age 
that any other arrangement would be worse. Sure, at times capitals spokespersons will accept that it 
needs reforming. But never that it needs, or indeed can be, changed.

Telling people who are struggling to make ends meet how stupid they are is not likely to encourage them 
to see things differently. Which raises the issue of how things can ever change.

At the heart of capitalism is a conflict between capital and labour. When people come into direct 
conflict with capital they get a sense of their own power. Disputes might start with demands for better 
pay or conditions. Sometimes demands are met and the workers involved will get back to work without 
questioning the whole system. But, for various reasons, at other times capital is reluctant to concede 
demands. Then, it becomes a battle between capital and labour. Some workers, not all, will question the 
very basis of that relationship and make common cause with workers in other industries and workplaces.

There is nothing inevitable about any of this. The balance of class forces are not decided by some 
algorithm but the state of the economy at any given period.

Right now we are entering a recession. Trade union disputes are breaking out. Can capital afford to buy 
off multiple groups of workers or are we entering a period where workers who previously showed no 
interest in politics will find themselves on the frontline?

As socialists what we must do is make sure we know which side we are on.

STUPIDITY AND THE 
WORKING CLASS 

STRUGGLE
Dave Middleton


