IS THERE GOING TO BE
A GENERAL STRIKE?

ON 3rd MAY 1926 over one and a half million workers
responded to the TUC’s call for a General Strike. Nine days
later it was called off with very few of the demands having
been conceded.
In 1927 Stanley Baldwin’s Government introduced the
Trade Disputes Act which banned secondary action as well
as mass picketing. Amid talk of a general strike, we should
not forget the lessons of history; the main one being that,
with a few honourable exceptions, neither the TUC nor
the trade union bureaucracies can be trusted to protect the
interests of the working class. The Government, on the
other hand, can be relied upon to protect the interests of
the boss class.
Could the General Strike have been successful? Mass
strikes, as Rosa Luxemburg described them, bring into
focus the nature of society. Instead of being strikes
for wage increases or shorter hours or better pensions,
they question the foundation of a society based on the
exploitation of one class (the many) by another (the few).
To succeed a mass strike must be won by the conscious activity
of workers questioning the role, not just of their industrial
hierarchy but of society, workers with the confidence to
challenge the bureaucracies that do so much to contain
them. As Luxemburg put it: “The trade-union movement is
not that which is reflected in the quite understandable but
irrational illusion of a minority of the trade-union leaders,
but that which lives in the consciousness of the mass of
proletarians who have been won for the class struggle.”

STRIKES STRIKES AND MORE STRIKES. RESISTANCE IS GROWING.
THE SUNDAY SOCIALIST: BUILDING THE RESISTANCE
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S THE TUC issues an
analysis showing that the
UK has suffered the worst
decline in real wage levels amongst
the G7 countries, workers will be
faced with a stark choice: fight now
or pay the consequences later.
The TUC analysis of OECD figures shows
that real wages in the UK are forecast to
shrink by 6.2% (-£1,750) over the next two
years – the tightest contraction in pay of any
G7 economy. Previous TUC analysis showed
that workers lost nearly £20,000 in real
earnings between 2008 and 2021 as a result
of pay not keeping pace with inflation.
We agree with TUC General Secretary Frances
O’Grady who said: “Making ends meet
shouldn’t be a battle. The number one priority
for Tory leadership candidates should be to
get pay rising across the economy”.

Words without action
These are fine words, but without action to
back them up they are meaningless. The TUC
is calling for: a significant rise in the national

minimum wage, strengthening collective
bargaining rights to boost pay across the
economy, a real-terms pay rise for public
sector workers, with a move towards restoring
earnings lost over the last decade and raising
Universal Credit to 80% of the real Living
Wage.
These are great aspirations, but let’s be honest,
the Tories simply do not have the interests
of workers as one of their priorities. As we
reported yesterday the Thatcher wannabe
Liz Truss is blaming unions for the mess her
Government is responsible for creating.
Meanwhile, as we reported on Monday, the
Labour Party has abandoned any pretence to
be a workers’ party as they chase Tory voters
in the so-called
Red Wall. And this was emphasised this
week with the sacking of Shadow Transport
Minister, Sam Tarry, for joining RMT members
on a picket line, a move which induced Sharon
Graham, Unite The Union General Secretary,
to state that “Labour is becoming more and
more irrelevant to ordinary working people
who are suffering”. Whilst money can be
found, without opposition, to finance a war in

Ukraine, which looks likely to drag on, and
a jubilee celebration which only a handful
of people actually wanted, there can be no
help for ordinary folk struggling to make
ends meet.

Stand up and be counted
Some union leaders are showing a
willingness to take the fight to the Tories.
Unite’s Sharon Graham said: “I will not
apologise for demanding and winning fair
pay rises for my members, and any action
to effectively remove the ability to strike
will be met with fierce and prolonged
resistance”, whilst RMT leader Mick Lynch
told his members: “We are not alone. The
trade union movement needs to unite and
support each other as our many struggles
all amount to the same thing, to defend
workers against an increasingly rapacious
capitalist class intent on driving down wages
and taking away rights that have been won
of generations. Our future is in our hands.”
To this all we can add is that every socialist,
every trade unionist and every person who
believes in social justice must be ready to
stand up and be counted. A failure to act
will simply give the green light to the Tories
to intensify their attacks. We have beaten
them before, it’s time to remember that we
can beat them again.
https://creatingsocialism.org/time-tofight-to-maintain-our-living-standards/

A

S CWU (Communications Workers
Union) workers go out on strike and
media pundits inevitably complain about
them inconveniencing others, it’s worth noting
that BT group chief executive Philip Jansen’s pay
last year, £3.5 million, was 86 times what a BT
average worker received and 97 times its lower
paid staff.
The company has just returned to revenue growth for the first
time in five years, with a 1% rise to £5.1 billion in the first
quarter, but they refuse to give their workers a decent pay rise?
This is precisely why strikes are necessary. As CWU General
Secretary Dave Ward said: “BT Group are now gas lighting our
members. Announcing hundreds of millions of pounds in profit on
the eve of the first national strike since 1987 smacks of arrogance
and complete contempt for frontline workers. BT workers have
hundreds of picket lines arranged across the UK tomorrow, and
will support the CWU in delivering mass strike action”.
He added: “The serious disruption this strike may cause is entirely
down to Philip Jansen and his friends, who have chosen to stick
two fingers up to their own workforce. These are the same workers
who kept the country connected during the pandemic. Without
CWU members in BT Group, there would have been no homeworking revolution, and vital technical infrastructure may have
malfunctioned or been broken when our country most needed it.
Our members worked under great difficulty – and got a real-terms
pay cut as a reward”.

General strike?
As Critical Mass has reported, Tory PM contender Liz Truss is
blaming the unions for most of the woes her own government
has created. She said: “I will take a tough line on trade union
action that is not helping people get on in life”. But the unions
are not having it. We’ve seen quite a few strikes already this year
and are on course to see more as the RMT’s Mick Lynch, has
called for a general strike if ministers’ threats to curb industrial
action become law. He warned of “the biggest resistance
3
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mounted by the entire trade union movement, rivalling
the general strike of 1926, the suffragettes and
Chartism.”.

Airlines out
But these strikes are not confined to the UK; workers
are making their grievances known throughout Europe.
Only yesterday ground staff at Deutsche Lufthansa
went on strike, causing the cancellation of more than
1,000 flights.
Labour union Verdi had called for the walkout over its
demand for a 9.5 per cent pay hike for around 20,000
workers and warned that more industrial action was not
out of the question. Verdi had demanded a 9.5 per cent
pay rise last month, or at least €350 more per month
for 12 months, for about 20,000 workers who it says are
being hit badly by inflation and have been overworked
due to staffing shortages at airports.
Lufthansa, however, only offered an increase of €150
per month for the rest of this year and another €100
from the start of 2023, plus a two per cent increase
from mid-2023 dependent on the company’s financial
results. Yet it reported its revenue had more than
doubled compared with the year before, at around 8.5
billion Euros in the quarter, compared with 3.2 billion
Euros for the same period last year. Again, the bosses
rake in millions while the workers are left to struggle.
We have seen other airlines on strike: Easyjet’s Spainbased staff, and British Airways averting a strike by checkin staff members who voted to accept an 8% increase
negotiated by the GMB and Unite unions, but with
their pilots now threatening to strike over pay. And in

Scandinavia SAS pilots went on strike in favour of
better working conditions, grounding half of all the
airline’s services.
Discontent is rife as salaries are not keeping up with
inflation and more and more workers are being forced
to use food banks simply to survive. The government
have no answers to an economic crisis which is global.
Most workers do not want to take strike action, but
government inaction has left them with no choice. If
calls for a general strike do gain traction, Critical Mass
knows which side it is on. But we would argue for that
strike to have as its goal a complete change in the social
system not just a one off payrise to get workers off the
picket lines.
https://creatingsocialism.org/arrogance-and-contempt-for-frontline-workers/

A

few weeks’ ago, a father tweeted
how his daughter, a waiter in a local
restaurant, was told her wages
would be docked because her customers
had left without paying. This received
numerous comments from people in all
industries describing similar, potentially
illegal working practices. It so happened
that this father worked in Unison Legal
Services, so, hopefully, his daughter
would have received more support than
most unrepresented workers.
About the same time, a woman phoned into the
LBC Legal team saying her company had refused
to pay her for the hours worked. The employment
lawyer confirmed that, of course, this was illegal,
but then pointed out how difficult it was to get
justice because of the imbalance of power between
employer and employee. Initially, he just told her
to forget it, but on learning that it was one month’s
wages, advised that she submitted a complaint to
an Employment Tribunal. He warned, though, that
the Tribunal System was a lengthy and complex
process and, as an unrepresented person, she would
need a great deal of tenacity and courage to see the
process through.
There are so many examples both documented and
anecdotal that describe a grim picture for many
employees in non-unionised workplaces today. One
tweet said having worked in a union for a great deal
of her life, she had been shocked at how her sons,
who worked in Sales had been treated. Bullying,
unachievable targets, rapid hiring and firing were
commonplace. When one of her sons had a nervous
breakdown as the result of his treatment, he was

sacked with one month’s notice.
These, of course, are the same reasons that trade
unions were formed in the 19th C . At that time
workers had no protection. Accidents and death at
work were commonplace.
The situation was accurately observed by Robert
Tressell in that great classic of working-class
literature, “The Ragged Trousered Philanthropist.”
Based on his own experiences of poverty and
exploitation, the author gave a detailed and scathing
analysis of the relationship between working-class
people and their employers.

CONTINUED ATTACKS ON TRADE
UNIONS
Perhaps, then, it is no small wonder that any attempt
to alter that balance of power through solidarity will
be attacked by those in power.
Between 1980 and 1993 there were six Acts of
Parliament which increasingly restricted unions'
ability to undertake lawful industrial action.
Another change, slipped through last week, means
that businesses can now use agency workers to fill
staffing gaps caused by industrial action.
Further draconian measures are promised.
Frightened by the level of public support for
the strikes, Grant Shapps said he was looking at
introducing legislation to ban certain strikes.
In a measured response to these draconian
proposals Unite general secretary, Sharon Graham
said: “If Grant Shapps had his way we would all
still be in the workhouse….. “The government
has miscalculated. People can see behind the usual
narrative of “union bad, boss good”.
There is certainly enough evidence, through lived
experience, to support this.
5
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FA M I L I E S F O R C E D T O
CUT BACK TO SURVIVE

Y

OU probably don’t need Critical
Mass to tell you that prices are
going up.

Each week as you do your weekly shop you can see for
yourself that almost everything has increased.
But since May 15th it is clear that prices of just these
budget goods - cornflakes, milk, margarine, tea bags,
crisps, baked beans, pasta
apples - are rising at an
extraordinary pace.
A basket of goods that
cost £13.43 just 3 months
ago, now costs £15. A
price increase of 11.7% in
just 3 short months.
What’s causing these
increases? Is it the war in
Ukraine? Is it rising fuel
prices (blamed on the war
in Ukraine)? Is it Brexit

and the increased cost of importing food?
Does it really matter? The fact is that if you are on a low income you have no choice but to find the money to pay
for these goods. Or, you can go without as many people are doing. A report published this week by the Bevan
Foundation found that more than one in eight Welsh households (13 per cent) either sometimes or often struggle
to afford everyday items. In total 45 per cent of Welsh households never have enough money for anything other
than the basics. This was just in Wales but there is no reason to suppose that it would be any different in the rest
of the UK. Or the rest of Europe for that matter.
Whilst the rich continue to live off our labour and enjoy record share prices the Bevan Foundation found that for
ordinary people it is a question not of whether to cut back but what to cut back on with 57 per cent cutting back
on heating, electricity and/or water, 51 per
Our Basket
Last
week
cent cutting back on clothing for adults, and
This week
May 15th
39 per cent cutting back on food for adults.
Cornflakes
0.59
0.59
0.55
The Bevan Foundation call on government to
Cheese
2.29
2.29
1.89
target the least well-off. In Wales the Labour
Bread
0.65
0.65
0.55
government is trialling the use of a basic
Milk
1.15
1.15
0.95
income for those coming out of the care
Pizza
0.99
0.99
0.99
system. But, the Bevan Foundation also calls
Tomato soup
0.49
0.49
for “private businesses to do more” including
0.45
paying decent wages and minimising price
Tea bags
0.95
0.95
0.95
hikes..
Margarine
1.19
1.19
1.09
Once again we see fine aspirations but it is
Spaghetti hoops 0.13
0.16
0.16
private businesses competing in the so-called
Baked beans
0.22
0.22
0.22
free market that is the root of the problem. It
Crisps
2.99
3.09
2.79
is not just that businesses are greedy, the entire
Digestives
0.45
0.45
social system is predicated on a competition
0.39
between businesses which manifests as a
Apples
1.39
1.39
0.99
competition to drive down wages, whilst the
Pasta
1.39
1.39
1.19
world economy spirals out of everybody’s
TOTAL
14.76
15.00
13.43
control.
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ESTERDAY Starmer and Reeves
were in Liverpool as the TUC
launched its plan for nationalisation
of the energy supply industry. But Starmer
and Reeves snubbed the TUC in speeches
and interviews which turned their back on
nationalisation.

Starmer
Starmer was in Liverpool to make a speech on Labour
plans for the economy. He mentioned the cost-ofliving crisis but not the TUC plans for taking energy
companies into public ownership. He wants to see
economic growth or, “growth, growth, and growth”,
as he put it. But not the growth of the state. Starmer
specifically rejected, “growing the size of the state”.
Instead, government and business will work together,
as will the bosses and the workers to deliver on
productivity and higher wages thanks to investment in
modern technology combined with British genius.

Reeves
Speaking on Radio 4, Shadow Chancellor Rachel
Reeves, in contrast to Starmer’s platitudes, was more
direct. All the policies in the 2019 manifesto had been
scrapped (along with all the pledges Starmer made on
nationalisation to win the leadership election). She
rejected Labour’s promise to nationalise rail, water and
energy because:

Within our fiscal rules, to be spending billions of
pounds on nationalising things, that just doesn’t stack
up against our fiscal rules
Radio 4 Today Programme 25/07/22

Apart from a promise to abolish business rates, set up
an industrial strategy council, strengthen supply chains
and a vague commitment to introducing new rights and
protections for workers, that was about it for Starmer
and Reeves.

TUC
The TUC affordable energy plan was, by contrast,
very specific. At their current share price, it would cost
£2.85 billion to nationalise the top five energy supply
companies. This would not break Reeve’s fiscal rules
because they apply to revenue that the government
spends on a daily basis. Investment in infrastructure
does not break any fiscal rules. One would hope that
a future chancellor understood this. And anyway, the
Tory government has already spent £2.7 billion bailing
out failed energy companies like Bulb. Spending a
similar amount to buy out the remaining successful
ones should be a no-brainer.

The French Connection
A state-owned supply system would cap the price, as the
French have done with their nationalised energy at 4%.
In contrast, Britain’s energy cap is set to rise by 150%
this year and the government’s answer is to subsidise the
7
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profits of the energy companies
with £12 billion of taxpayers’
money to help taxpayers pay
for this massive price hike. And
don’t forget that EDF, the French
nationalised energy supplier is one
of the top five energy companies
in the UK and is happily returning
its UK Government subsidised
super profits back to . . . the
French Government!

Failed Privatisation
It is hard to fault TUC General
Secretary Frances O’Grady when
she announced the policy, saying,
Families should be able to afford
their basic energy needs. But
energy firms rinsed us for private
profit in the good times, then
doubled our bills when the going
got tough. That’s why bills are
soaring now. It is time to lift the
burden of failed privatisation off
families. No more shareholder
pay-outs. No more fat cat bonuses.
No more ‘take the money and
run’ companies that collapse
overnight. Just fair prices from an
energy company owned by us all
and run for our benefit.
TUC press conference 25/07/22
Now socialists, trade unionists
and Labour Party activists should
be pressing the TUC for a strategy
to implement their plan, starting
with a campaign by affiliated
unions to restore nationalisation
as a Labour Party strategy. And if
Labour refuses, we need to know
where the unions go from here.
https://creatingsocialism.org/starmer-and-reeves-snub-tuc-on-nationalisation/

T

HE bookies’ favourite to be Britain’s next PM, Liz
Truss, has angered unions with her promise to
crack down on trade unions and make it harder for
strikes to take place. The Foreign Secretary has proposed
sweeping reforms to UK trade union laws which would
guarantee minimum services during strikes and raise the
threshold on the number of workers needing to take part
in ballots on industrial action.
Truss also said that she would raise the voting participation threshold
required by unions to approve walkouts by their members. At present,
unions must secure a 50 per cent turnout of a company’s workers for a
strike to be legal. In addition, employees in ‘important public services’
have to obtain an active vote from over 40 per cent of the entire
workforce. But the leadership hopeful has pledged to change the law
to require 50 per cent of the entire workforce to vote yes in order for
a strike to go ahead. This would apply to all places of work not just
essential public services.
Outlining her plans, which unions across the UK have rejected, Truss
said: “We need tough and decisive action to limit trade unions’ ability to
paralyse our economy. I will do everything in my power to make sure that
militant action from trade unions can no longer cripple the vital services
that hard-working people rely on.”
She promised to limit the number of times workers can stage walkouts
in the six months after a successful ballot. She would also scrap tax-free
payments to striking workers. And she pledged to enact the minimum
service commitments within 30 days of entering Downing Street. Even
Boris Johnson’s government, who had the proposal as part of its 2019
election manifesto, had said it would take six to 12 months for parliament
to pass the legislation.

The Pentonville Five
We’ve been here before. In 1972 the Tory government out to restrict
the trade unions and impose wage cuts. But early in ’72 the miners went

on strike and the Tories were forced to concede
defeat. They then turned their attention to the
dockers and victimising individual militants. Five
London dockers were jailed by the government’s
National Industrial Relations Court (NIRC) for
illegal picketing. This brought out rank-andfile members throughout the country and it is
estimated that about 90,000 workers took part in
industrial action in defence of the dockers. The
Pentonville Five, as they became known, were
released from Pentonville Prison fifty years ago
yesterday. Never believe anyone who might tell
you that trade unions have little power. It’s also
worth noting that the Labour Party then, as now,
was against the strike action.

Unions respond
The response from unions has been quick,
unsurprising and firm.
Frances O’Grady,
general secretary of the Trades Union Congress,
criticised Truss’s proposals, saying the right
to industrial action was an important British
freedom. “Threatening the right to strike means
working people lose the power to bargain for
better pay and conditions,” she said. “Instead
of taking potshots at working people and their
unions, the candidates should come up with
plans to get wages rising again. That’s how to
deal with the cost-of-living emergency.”

Scottish Trade Union Congress (STUC) general
secretary Roz Foyer said it was revealing that
Truss chose to attack working people in “a
pathetic, desperate attempt to curry favour with
her acolytes”. Foyer added: “Workers across
Scotland are suffering from endemic low pay,
unaffordable energy costs and near-record
inflation. Workers didn’t cause this crisis, the
Tories did. Her proposals will only increase
support for industrial action as it becomes
clear that, unable to manage a crisis of its own
making, the Tories resort to type and blame
working people
for their own economic failures.”
RMT general secretary Mick Lynch reiterated
this when he said: “The proposals by Liz Truss
amount to the biggest attack on trade union and
civil rights since Labour unions were legalised in
1871. Truss is proposing to make effective trade
unionism illegal in Britain and to rob working
people of a key democratic right”.
And this really is the crux of the matter –
robbing working people of their rights. Be under
no illusions, this is a class struggle, and we have
nobody other than the unions speaking up for
us. We must stand with them or we all lose.
https://creatingsocialism.org/unions-underfire-from-truss/
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FIFTY YEARS ON: THE PENTONVILLE FIVE
Mike Stanton

A

lmost 50 years to the
day since his arrest
and imprisonment for
contempt of court Bernie Steer,
the last surviving member of the
Pentonville Five, died aged 83
on Wednesday 20th July. His real
crime was being one of the rank
and file leaders of the London
Ports Shop Stewards Committee.
He was arrested along with four
other shop stewards, Conny
Clancy, Tony Merrick, Vic Turner
and Derek Watkins for defying
a court injunction to call off
the picketing of a container
depot where non-union labour
was employed at much lower
rates of pay than registered
dockworkers. Five days later they
were free after a growing wave
of strikes across the country had
forced the TUC to call an official
one day general strike and the
government summoned up the
Official Solicitor to argue that
their imprisonment was unlawful.

Miners
1972 was a high point of trade union
struggle in the UK. The miners had

already inflicted one defeat on the Tory
government with an all out national strike
earlier in the year. The NUM did not just
close the pits. Rank and file leaders like
Arthur Scargill in Yorkshire organised
flying pickets to shut down coal deliveries
to power stations. Dockers blacked all coal
imports.
Yorkshire miners were taking a terrible
beating from the police as they picketed
the Saltley Coke Works in Birmingham
when the District Committee of AUEW
voted for solidarity strike action. One
miner told how they heard the tramp of
marching feet and thought it was police
reinforcements. Then the union banners
appeared over the hill and 15,000 striking
engineering workers came into view. The
police gave in and locked the gates.
Dockers
Stung by this defeat, the Tories used the
National Industrial Relations Court to
take on the dockers. The previous Labour
Government had paved the way with antiunion proposals called In Place of Strife.
In place of strikes, more like. Labour
and trade union leaders urged caution
and compliance with the new Tory law.
But a quarter of a million shop stewards
representing over 10 million unionised
workers had got used to taking on the
bosses without being shackled by antiunion laws.
My dad and my uncle were dockers. I was

waiting to become a docker myself. But I was
already a socialist. So, with a bundle of Socialist
Workers stuffed in my jeans pocket I joined
the picket lines at Neap House Wharf on the
Trent, where non union labour was being used
to take dockers jobs. In London the dockers’
target was Midland Cold Storage, a union busting
firm owned by Lord Vestey. He was a friend of
royalty and paid no tax in the UK on his import
export business. He employed private detectives
to follow the pickets and give their names to the
court. That is how the Pentonville Five finished
up in prison.

General Strike
Ironically, the London Ports Shop Stewards
Committee had developed out of Enoch Powell’s
infamous “Rivers of Blood” speech in 1968 when
London dockers had marched saying Enoch is
right! Socialist dockers responded and laid the
foundations for rank and file organisation in the
docks. Four years after marching in support of
a right wing racist Tory London dockers were
taking on a Tory government.
And when their leaders were arrested they
responded with a mass leafleting campaign. Print
workers who had occupied the Briant Printworks
in June and the Socialist Worker printshop
produced leaflets with slogans like “Five Dockers
Are Inside. Why Aren’t You Out?” and “One in
the Dock. All out on the Docks.” There were
mass demonstrations outside Pentonville Prison.
Across the country workers came out on strike.
Not just dockers but engineers and rail workers.
Print workers in London closed down Fleet
Street. 300 delegates met in Hull to decide on
solidarity action. With 90,000 workers on strike
and millions set join them on the TUC general
strike scheduled for the 31st July, the government
folded. The dockers were released and a national
dock strike was called to defeat the employers
attempt to enforce redundancies and re-introduce
casual labour.

Building Workers
This was followed by the first national building
workers strike against the use of casual labour.
They learned from the miners and the dockers

and organised flying pickets to spread the strike.
But the bosses had also learned. They did not dare
use the discredited National Industrial Relations
Court again. Instead they used criminal law to
target shop stewards and militants for organising
picket lines in North Wales. The building
workers union UCATT, refused to support the
Shrewsbury 24. In the end, six men were found
guilty of unlawful assembly and jailed for six
months. McKinsie Jones, Des Warren, and Ricky
Tomlinson were found guilty of conspiracy.
They got nine months, three years and two years
respectively.

The Fire Next Time
1972 saw more strikes than at any time since the
revolutionary year of 1919. We were successful
when we relied on rank and file organisation
led by shop stewards committees. Labour
Party and Trade union leaders inevitably opted
for compromise and, in the case of UCATT,
downright betrayal. We were strong enough
to beat the government and the employers in
individual battles but lacked the political strength
to take down the system. And the system was to
have its revenge with Margaret Thatcher in 1979.
We still bear the scars. But as our movement rises
again we need to learn the lessons and draw our
inspiration from the past as we prepare for the
fire next time.

The Socialist Sunday is a
collective effort but some people
deserve a special mention for
their work in bringing it to you.
Not in any order of merit
thanks to the following:
Mike Stanton • Marilyn Tyzack
Susie Granic • Jo Buchanan
Ann Marcial • Maggie Maloney
Luke Andreski • Howard Thorp
Andy Mackenzie • Lynne
Edwards
Teodora Hansen • Tanweer Dar
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HILE
in
the
UK
temperatures have dropped
since last week’s extreme
heat levels, some areas, along with
much of Europe are still battling
wildfires. Yesterday, fires in Surrey and
London were said to be largely under
control after firefighters were sent out to
battle them. Fire crews in London were
also fighting wildfires – with blazes in
Rammey Marsh in Enfield, Cranford
Park in Hayes and Thamesmead. The
London Fire Brigade (LFB) described
the incidents as “weather related”.

Officers and politicians to face up to the scale
of the challenge. It is simply untrue to say they
have not been warned year after year of the
risks posed by climate change.”

Spain

Spain is well known for high summer temperatures,
but even in May the hot air from North Africa
pushed temperatures to 40 degrees in some
regions, which is about 10-15 degrees higher than
the average May temperatures. They were said to
be among the warmest temperatures seen in May
in the 21st century. And Spanish citizens have
had little respite since with firefighters battling a
spate of wildfires around the country. Most of
these are now under control except for the blazes
in Tenerife.
Emergency officials have deployed approximately
In Enfield, close to Epping Forest, LFB stated
150 teams to deal with these, while authorities
that about 100 firefighters were battling a grass
have also moved about 585 residents from La
fire which had grown to the size of four football
Guancha in Tenerife to safety. Fighting the
pitches. It is now under control. Also under
fires was made easier by humidity and weaker
control is a fire in Hayes where the LFB added 70
winds in the country, but Spain expects a rise in
firefighters to the scene.
temperature to up to 38 degrees today, which is a
Matt Wrack, FBU general secretary said:
grave cause for concern amongst authorities and
“Firefighters are at the forefront of the climate the public alike.
emergency. The demands of the job are
France
increasing but our resources have been under
attack by government cuts for over a decade. Meanwhile in France two huge blazes in the
11,500 firefighter jobs have been slashed since south-western region of Gironde were contained
2010. We have warned of the growing threat after round-the-clock efforts from emergency
for years but our concerns have fallen on services, but thousands of acres of damage have
deaf ears. The stark reality is that frontline been left in their wake.
firefighters and local communities have been
let down by a combined failure of Chief Fire

r

Slovenia

Nearly all available firefighting helicopters and
In Slovenia several villages in the Kras region aircraft are in use throughout Greece, accordwere evacuated, as thousands of firefighters ing to the Civil Defence. Wildfires in Greece
battled the forest fires and foresters cleared trees have already destroyed around 1,220 acres of
in a bid to reduce spread. But cooling off was woodland.
expected last night and the heat wave is forecast
XR’s ‘Summer Uprising’
to end tomorrow or Wednesday. In addition to These fires cannot be ignored or put down to
south-western Slovenia, the Environment Agency ‘just a hot summer’; it is a hot summer, but
(ARSO) has issued the highest heat alert level for we need to recognise this is a result of climate
central and south-eastern Slovenia.
change. Extinction Rebellion pointed to a

Greece

In Greece tourists and locals were evacuated
from a popular tourist area on the island of
Lesbos, as a mountain forest fire spread, destroying homes in the beachside resort. Some
elderly residents could only pack a few belongings before leaving on a bus. Residents were
also evacuated from Dadia in northeastern
Greece late on Saturday as thick smoke from a
fire filtered into the village. Dadia is near the
Greek border with Turkey. Around 320 firefighters were dispatched to counter the blazes.

recent study which found that Europe’s five
hottest summers since 1500 have all been in
the 21st century. To bring attention to the crisis
XR UK launched its ‘Summer Uprising’ which
caused major disruption in five cities with the
help of five brightly-painted boats. And they
are taking action throughout the world – from
Chile to Belgium, from Canada to India, and
much more besides.
We at Critical Mass stand with Extinction Rebellion and support their fight and would urge
everyone to do the same.
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t has been claimed that the British
justice system is one of the fairest
in the world (a somewhat dubious
claim) but this is certainly not the case
if anyone falls foul of the Americans.
Just over 20 years ago in March 2002, the police
interviewed Gary McKinnon, a British man
with Asperger Syndrome, about hacking into US
Government computers. He had been searching
for evidence of official knowledge of the UFO
phenomenon.
Thirteen years ago this weekend, on 31st July
2009, McKinnon lost his High Court battle
to prevent his extradition to the US to face
charges. The US-UK extradition treaty was
drawn up in 2003, but only ratified by the US
in 2006. American citizens had the protection
of the constitution and could not be extradited.
But if the US felt someone could be accused of
something, they had the right to remove them
from the UK to be tried in the American judicial
system, not known for its balance or fairness.
McKinnon’s extradition was blocked in October
2012 by then Home Secretary, Theresa May,
on grounds that "Mr McKinnon's extradition
would give rise to such a high risk of him
ending his life that a decision to extradite would
be incompatible with Mr McKinnon's human
rights."
Ten years ago we had a Tory Government, but
McKinnon was spared because of the risk that
he might take his own life. We still have a Tory
government but now have a Home Secretary,

Priti Patel, who is far more brutal and has shown
herself to have no regard for others lives.
In January 2021 a ruling by Westminster
Magistrates’ Court stated that Julian Assange’s
extradition would be “unjust and oppressive”.
District Judge Vanessa Baraitser said the
conditions in the prisons in America were
such that, were Julian to be incarcerated there,
he would be at risk of suicide. She denied the
USA’s extradition request on the grounds of
deteriorating health.
In December 2021 the High Court accepted
the assurances given by the United States as to
Julian’s well-being. In March this year an appeal
to the UK Supreme Court was denied.
On June 17th 2022, UK Home Secretary Priti
Patel issued a statement confirming she had
approved the US Government’s request to
extradite Julian Assange.
People from all walks of life, famous and
otherwise, have protested about the injustice
of Julian’s prolonged incarceration in Belmarsh
and the threat of deportation. These include
Nils Melzer, formerly the United Nations
Special Rapporteur on Torture and Other
Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or
Punishment.
There has been little support for Julian in the
press and a long period of silence about his
case. Meanwhile this gentle family man, who
told the truth about the US and its infamous
behaviour in Iraq and elsewhere, remains in dire
circumstances, in all probability losing all hope
for his future.

Compiled by Mike Stanton

Count Your Chickens

The cost-of-living crisis expresses itself
differently around the world. While energy
costs are headline news in the UK, in
poorer countries, where people spend at
least a third of their income on food, a rise
in food prices can easily plunge a country
into crisis. This is playing out in Malaysia,
where demand for live broiler chickens in
neighbouring Singapore was pushing up
the price. So, the Malaysian government
banned exports of live birds. This attempt
to protect its own population will doubtless
upset chicken farmers and its wealthier
neighbour.
Singapore imports a third of its poultry
from Malaysia. Now Singapore is importing
more expensive frozen chicken from other
countries which is adding to its own cost-ofliving crisis as prices for street food like Juicy
Chicken Rice go up by 20%. Coincidentally,
McDonalds have also announced a 20%
hike in the cost of cheeseburgers in the
UK, rising from 99p to £1.19
Business Rates Bankrupt Local Firms.

McDonalds will not be going bankrupt
anytime soon, but the cost-of-living crisis
is already impacting local businesses,
Councils do not set business rates. The
government does this using a formula
based on the Consumer Price Index (CPI)
that links business rates to inflation and
not to local property values. When inflation
was low this was less of an issue. But it
still created problems for small businesses.
So, the government set up the Valuation
Office Agency to hear appeals. About 60%
of appeals are successful but, like much

of government infrastructure, the VOA is
under resourced and dealing with a backlog
of claims. These are set to increase when
the CPI hits 11% in the autumn.
Altus Group, a specialist property advisor,
has calculated that if the government had
got its act together the 3,165 firms that have
already gone bust waiting for their appeals
to be heard could have received rate rebates
worth over £50 million. So when you see
more boarded up shops and businesses on
your High Street blame the government,
not your local council.
Fresh Horror in Ukraine

Back in March the media were quick to
condemn a Russian backed assault on a care
home in Ukraine in which maybe 50 elderly
inmates died, and rightly so. But a harrowing
account from the BBC of conditions in
Ukrainian orphanages and care homes for
disabled adults has been largely ignored.
It is reminiscent of the horrific reports of
conditions in Romanian orphanages after
the fall of President Ceausescu in 1989.
Children and adults are tied up or otherwise
confined in cots, neglected, malnourished
and subject to abuse. And this has been
going on for years in a country that aspires
to EU membership and claims to stand for
liberal Western values against the threat of
tyranny from the East.
Nothing can justify the Russian invasion of
Ukraine. But if the West is willing to spend
billions arming Ukraine, and to contemplate
taking the world to the brink of nuclear war,
at the very least we should be demanding
humane treatment for these forgotten and
vulnerable victims of a culture of neglect.
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IT’S A JOLLY HOLIDAY
This will be my last Note from the Edge until
September, unless we have a general strike.
Even a month ago that statement would have
been inconceivable. But mass strikes are
growing. Every week another union ballot is
announced and the Tory Party, while ripping
itself apart in an acrimonious leadership
contest, is threatening more assaults on our
liberty and our right to strike. On Thursday,
newspapers reported on credible threats of a
general strike if the government continues
to attack trade union rights.
‘Trade union rights’, now there is a phrase
to savour. A year ago the unions were
dinosaurs, doomed to extinction. Now we
are a protected species. But only because
we have chosen to protect ourselves. The
bosses are bullies. The Tories are bullies.
And we all know that most bullies are, at
heart, cowards. If you try to appease them,
to appeal to their better nature, you only
encourage them. Stand up! Stand up! Stand
up for your rights! And watch them running
scared.

workers, by dismissing nationalisation, by
insisting that Labour in opposition should
act like the Tories in government in order to
demonstrate its fitness to govern, Starmer is
positioning the Labour Party on the side of
the ruling class.
The greatest threat to our movement in this
time of crisis comes, not from the anti-union
rhetoric of the Tories, but from the weasel
words of the Labour Party. The Tories may
want to destroy us. That is a threat we can
understand and fight against, a threat we
have the power to defeat. But the Labour
Party would lull us into inactivity with
promises it has no intention of keeping.
“Don’t fight. Give in, vote Labour and we
will do it for you.” Except they won’t. They
will bow to pressure from the ruling class
and sell us out, as they always have done.
So keep up the pressure for a general strike
and I will gladly forgo my summer holiday
for the barricades.

And it does not stop with the unions.
Newspapers that ridiculed Labour Party
policies under Corbyn are now advocating
policies like nationalising basic utilities:
water, transport and energy – look no further
than Paul Waugh in the iPaper.
More’s the pity that Starmer has chosen the
same moment to repudiate those policies.
Make no mistake, by punishing MPs who
stand on picket lines in solidarity with
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LOOK INTO MY EYES

W

elcome to my weekly
column about finding,
and having, a very real,
practical faith that we need every
day, just to get up in the morning.

Listen To The Sound Of
My Voice
Let’s talk about hypnosis.
You probably know a lot about hypnosis from
the TV – some strange person with a goatee
and a widow’s peak drones on and on, the
subject’s eyes glaze over, and suddenly they’re
sleepwalking under a bus or something. They
might even wave a fob watch at the camera.
The thing is, while I do actually have a watch
on a chain, I’ve never seen a hypnotist actually
use one. It’s all about the voice, and bringing
your attention to the hypnotic flow of the
words, focusing more and more deeply, until
the trance sets in.

And You’re Under

the room – the one thing which regularly,
routinely, hypnotises you, over and over,
sometimes three or four times an hour, daily.
That box in the corner. Your television sets.
One of the most effective hypnosis techniques
known is called the Non-Awareness Set.
It’s a damnably subtle, insidious tool of
neurolinguistic programming which uses the
patterns of words to induce suggestible states.
We all know how easily you can accept a new
way of thinking through repetition, through
artificially-induced rapport, through phrases
which sound authoritative, and through making
the suggestion sound like a conversation – I’m
talking to you right here, right now, and telling
you this is all true - to the point where you’ll
feel comfortable believing those advertisers,
and those TV presenters.
And the news.
So easy, in fact, that you’ll convince yourselves
to sell your soul for a high credit rating, or a
flash car. Or to vote for Tories. Because these
word patterns can make you feel special, as if
you possess knowledge the other readers or
viewers do not.
And if you don’t believe me, check out the
hypnotic patterns I have been using in this
article.
And you’re back in the room.
Have a good week, everybody*
*except Johnson, the Tories, and the media.
They can have a nightmare week.

Which brings us to the demonic elephant in
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Religion and Revolution
Mike Stanton

R

ELIGION is often a force
for reaction. But even for
those of us seeking to build
a socialist heaven on earth rather
than waiting for pie in the sky, it has
served a revolutionary purpose at
key moments in history.

Religion
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A thousand years ago most of Europe was
Christian but very few Christians could read.
And the only version of the Bible was in Latin.
You gleaned your knowledge from depictions
in stained glass windows, from mystery plays
and from the preaching of the Church.
This suited the Church. It gave them control
of the narrative. The mediaeval Church
of Rome derived power and wealth from
its monopoly on salvation and just about

everybody believed they had a soul that needed saving. Church attendance was compulsory. If you
challenged the Church’s monopoly you were a heretic who risked torture and death.

John Wycliffe
All that money and power attracted some very
unchristian people into the Church. Their
corruption, immorality and political ambition
dismayed some of the more devout and
compassionate men who felt a real vocation.
One of them was John Wycliffe, a priest and
an Oxford scholar. He had a low opinion of
the priests who were only in it for the money
and he believed that the Church was itself a
corrupting influence that came between men
and their maker. He thought that priests were
there to preach the Gospel and not be agents
of social control.
He further believed that everybody had the
right to read the Bible in their own language and
commissioned an English translation that we
know as Wycliffe’s Bible, published in 1382. But
it had to be published in secret because in the
same year Wycliffe was condemned for heresy.

Black Death
It is significant that Wycliffe’s Bible was published
in 1382, the year after the Peasants’ Revolt. I
think the two events are connected although
many conventional historians have treated
them separately. To understand why, we have to
go back to 1348, the year of the Black Death.

Between a third and a half of the population
were killed in the pandemic. This destabilised
the feudal system that had endured for hundreds
of years, in which the great majority of the
population were serfs, bound to the land and
to the lord of the manor. Most lived in poverty
while the lords lived off their labour. This was
enforced by armed retainers. On top of that the
Church preached that to challenge the social
order meant hell and damnation and for good
measure took a tenth of all that the peasants
produced as a tithe.
For those who survived the Black Death things
began to change. The severe labour shortage
meant that landowners were competing for
their services. Some feudal ties were loosened.
Instead of working for nothing, more and
more agricultural labourers were paid to work
on the lords’ estates. When they started to push
for higher wages they were so successful that a
Statute of Labourers was introduced to control
wages.
It stated that, “Every able-bodied person under
sixty shall be bound to serve when required at
no higher wage than in the twentieth year of the
reign (i.e. 1341) or else be committed to prison.”

John Ball

Wat Tyler

These laws were fought against and with some
success. We know this because they kept passing new
laws, with stricter penalties and widening their scope,
not just to peasants but to the wandering priests
who could be punished for spreading fake news. Of
course, they were actually preaching the truth about
the injustice of the lords and the corruption of the
Church, as in the famous sermon by John Ball.
When Adam delved and Eve span, who was then the
gentleman?
But they did more than preach, often at great risk
to their lives. These wandering monks and priests
formed a network of agents who could deliver letters
and meet with village elders, help to organise peasants
and agricultural workers, and build the resistance.

The tragedy of the Peasants Revolt was that they
believed they could trust the King. His courtiers and
advisors were hated and despised and the worst of
them, no more than a hundred in number had been
killed during the revolt. But the King was anointed by
God. So the peasant army’s leader, Wat Tyler, trusted
the King enough to leave his army for private talks.
And when Tyler was murdered the King went to the
peasant army to explain that Tyler’s death had been a
terrible mistake, but he was still their King and would
grant all their demands. They believed him and the
revolution was over.
The counter revolution was just beginning. Of
course the King broke his promise. He set loose
his own dogs of war to hunt down all the leaders,
including John Ball. 3,000 rebels were executed. But
the ruling class was shaken by the revolt. In 1382 the
poll tax was replaced with a tax on landowners only.
The Statute of Labourers was repealed in 1390 and
40 years later England became the first country in
Europe to abolish villeinage and serfdom.

Peasants’ Revolt
The crunch came in 1381. The English Kings had
been waging expensive and ultimately futile wars
in France for many years. In order to finance this,
they were increasing the burden of taxation on the
common people. Taxes had once been based roughly
on your ability to pay. But the new Poll Tax of 1380
demanded a shilling, that was a month’s pay for most
people, from everybody over the age of 14. It was to
be collected by using gangs of men, basically armed
robbers, as tax collectors.
There were spontaneous revolts and acts of resistance
all over England. But when tens of thousands of
armed men marched in columns from all directions
heading for London in June of 1381 they were
organised and co-ordinated thanks to the efforts
of John Ball and his fellow preachers. And thanks
to their military service in France, many were well
armed and well-trained battle-hardened veterans.
This was a force to be reckoned with.
At first, they swept all before them in a revolutionary
war against a corrupt church and an unjust system.
They were a disciplined force. Hated members of
the establishment like the Archbishop of Canterbury
and John Leg, the chief tax collector, where hunted
down and executed. Lawyers, who drew up the legal
terms of people’s bondage, were targeted and their
records were burnt. But even when the rebels took
London there were no random killings, no looting or
other atrocities.

Lollards
Meanwhile the Lollards, followers of Wycliffe and
revolutionaries who had survived the repression of
the Peasants’ Revolt, had a new weapon to spread
amongst the populace, Wycliffe’s Bible. They showed
great courage in smuggling copies to congregations
around the country at great risk to themselves. The
movement was eventually forced underground and
kept alive by the tradespeople and artisans in the
towns and cities who would form the backbone of
the Protestant Reformation in the Tudor period.
Paul Foot’s pamphlet, “This Bright Day of Summer”
is the best short introduction to the Peasants’ Revolt
that I know of. The classic account by Philip Lindsay
& Reg Groves – The Peasants’ Revolt 1381 (1950) is
out of print. Martin Empson has a review of it on
his blog, The Resolute Reader, which also has a link
to his own, “‘Kill all the Gentlemen’: Class Struggle
and Change in the English Countryside.” Bookmarks
have also published Mark O’Brien’s When Adam
Delved and Eve Span, A History of the Peasants’
Revolt of 1381. Read on!
https://creatingsocialism.org/religion-andrevolution/
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Gambling addiction

he gambling industry takes millions
out of the poorest communities.
GambleAware warns that “harms
from gambling are falling disproportionately
on the poorest communities”, with the
cost-of-living crisis likely to exacerbate the
trend.
Gamblers lose £10bn per year and the Institute for
Public Policy Research has estimated the cost of
gambling addiction at £1.2bn per year. It’s impossible to
watch an ad break these days without seeing gambling
promotions. The Government is – or at least should
be – responsible for regulation to stop people getting
unnecessarily harmed, but we’re seeing problemgamblers in the UK committing suicide daily.
Josh Jones became addicted to gambling. Despite
treatment and the support of his family the 23-yearold took his own life. On his final day he took the day
off work, because it was pay day, to gamble his whole
month's salary.
Nicola Jaques is an “affected other”, the former wife
of a compulsive gambler. Gambling-related harms
she suffered include family breakdown and domestic
violence.
There’s a strong correlation between poverty and
online gambling. Getting a grip on the gambling
industry would significantly contribute to the levelling
up agenda and reducing the suffering of those affected.
It would put millions into communities that need it
most without the need to raise taxes. More important,
it would save lives and support families who are under
increasing pressure from Tory economic policies. So
why hasn’t it happened?

The review into gambling started in December 2020
and has been delayed and delayed. Ahead of the
review, two Tory MPs took paid consultancies with
the industry. Betting giants showered MPs with more
than £100,000 worth of freebies in the six months
leading up to the review. Gifts given to MPs from
betting firms sparked accusations that they were trying
to 'buy friends in Parliament'. Thirty-two Tory and
Labour MPs enjoyed VIP experiences and freebies last
year. Six of the MPs were members of the All-Party
Parliamentary Group (APPG) on betting and gaming.
Labour MP John Spellar said reforms must ‘continue
Britain’s attractiveness’ as a casino destination. It’s
therefore unsurprising to discover he’d been treated by
Power Leisure Bookmakers to hospitality tickets worth
£1,961 for the England v Germany Euro match.
Matt Zarb-Cousin, director of Clean Up Gambling,
said: ‘This is a case of how to buy a few friends in
Parliament and alienate everyone else. Legislators
should think twice about accepting hospitality from
a sector that derives the majority of its profits from
people experiencing harm.’
A spokesperson for the Betting & Gaming Council
(BGC), the gambling trade body, preferred to highlight
the industry’s economic contribution. “BGC members
support 119,000 jobs, generate £4.5bn in tax to pay
for vital public services and contribute £7.7bn to the
economy in gross value added.” BGC met officials
from the Treasury to promote their case… but there’s
no record of the victims of the industry having the
same access.
As with so many harmful industries (food, defence,
social media etc.) powerful gambling lobbies attempt
to stop any political resistance to strong regulation and
public protection. In normal life these activities would
be considered bribery and corruption.

REVIEW
Ann Newton-Marcial reviews the
brilliant new West End production
starring Jodie Comer

A

few days ago, I had the
enormous privilege of
watching the live streaming
of Prima Facie from the National
Theatre to my local cinema. Prime
Facie, a solo play, is written by
Suzie Miller, a former human
rights and children’s lawyer. This
play was originally premièred in
2019 in Sydney, Australia. It won
the 2022 Australia Writers’ Guild
Award for Drama, the 2020 David
Williamson Award for Outstanding
Theatre Writing and the 2020 Major
Australian Writers’ Guild Award
across all categories of theatre,
film, and television.
Jodie Comer, of ‘Killing Eve’ fame, is the
much-acclaimed solo actor in this play. This
was Jodie’s West End debut. Her performance
was truly remarkable, worthy of any award
she may receive.
The solo character is Tessa, a young barrister
from a working-class background brought
up in Liverpool. She has a brother, who
she describes as lazy, not wanting to work,
and a mother with whom she has a strong
bond. Tessa was accepted by Cambridge
University, where she gained her degree in
Law. She went to bar school then joined a
chambers, where she rose to success very

quickly, managing to win most of her cases.
She was both a prosecutor and defence for
sexual assault cases. Then one night all that
changed when one of her colleagues, the son
of a QC, raped her.  
We see Tessa experiencing the reality of being
the complainant and how this impacts on her
as a professional. She is now the victim, and
it is devastating.
Jodie’s portrayal as Tessa is both powerful and
distressing. Living this experience with the
actor was humbling. There was the sense that
you were there, on that stage, experiencing
what women who have been raped have to
endure, from their first contact with the
police, to the end of the court case, then
dealing with the verdict.
Jodie was able to move seamlessly through
the different situations, each played with such
passion. Her ability to speak with different
accents, depending on whether it was in court
as a barrister, talking to her mum, or talking
about clients’ responses, is quite superb.
Added to this, she had to move the props
around the stage whilst continuing with the
dialogue. I felt this was done with an awesome
degree of panache.
Suzie Miller wrote this play in response
to the lack of action, throughout the legal
services, for people who have been subjected
to sexual assault. Statistics of prosecutions
for these crimes are very low, and the number
of convictions is minimal. It is a sad reflection
of our society that the victims of these crimes
are further victimised through the processes
that are meant to support them.
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underlying much of what we did was a question of less
significance: what were we to make of a Labour Party
that had lurched rapidly to the right following the end
of the Corbyn era?
The publication of the Forde Report confirms what we
all knew. The party was not institutionally antisemitic
but it was, and remains, institutionally anti-socialist.
That it has been so, more or less, since its inception is
a trick played upon those of us with a commitment to
social change.
Twelve months ago a dozen people met online Rather than fight for a system that doesn’t tolerate
and decided it would be fun to launch an online inequality, starvation, degradation and alienation we
magazine. That meeting turned into Critical Mass. obsess about who should be the next Prime Minister.
A year later on and 683 posts later that idea We engage in petty arguments about who to vote for
is a reality. It has been quite a year. When we at the next general election as if it will make any
started we felt that the prospects for socialism substantial difference.
were remote. Trade unions seemed to have fallen
into irrelevance. Everybody, and their sister, was
launching new left-wing parties to replace the
Labour Party. Optimism was not on the agenda.

The deepening crisis of capitalism has replaced
Black Lives Matter and Extinction Rebellion as the
focus of our energy. Though, we must not forget or
ignore either of those movements whose moment
has yet to arrive. If we are to create a society where
people are not judged on skin colour, gender or
sexuality. Or to have a planet worth living on, the
struggle for socialism has to expand and embrace
(and, yes, learn from) those movements.
Capitalism as a social system is some 400 years old.
In its infancy it was dynamic and seemed to offer
progress at a time when progress was desperately
needed. But it achieved this by the exploitation
of labour, specifically black labour on plantations
which provided the wealth for early capitalists
to invest. Capitalism was born, as Marx once
remarked, “dripping from head to toe, from every
pore, with blood and dirt.”

A bad Labour Party, it was asserted to me on Twitter
last week, is better than the Tory Party. Is it? The
question socialists should ask is not who to vote for, or
how they are going to count the votes (advocates of PR
seem to multiply the further Labour is from victory)
but rather a question posed by, of all people, liberal
philosopher John Rawls (though admittedly not quite
in these terms): how does taking this action help the
least advantaged persons in our society?
To hear some people talk you would swear that the
last Labour government abolished poverty. This was
a Labour government that brought in student loans
meaning that virtually half of all 21-year olds start their
working lives with debts of upwards of £30,000. This
was a Labour government who saddled the NHS with
massive debts, via the Private Finance Initiative (PFI)
which means that instead of employing badly needed
nurses it is having to repay debts for years.
Although the Blair government made a specific pledge
to end child poverty, by 2010 there were still 2.3 million
children living in poverty. Initial progress was stalled
as the government found it difficult to meet its targets
to force lone parents into work. It is worth noting
that the Blair government did nothing to redress the
imbalance in power between working people and their
employers, leaving in place every piece of anti-union
legislation. And, if anybody thinks Starmer will do any
better should he become PM then do come and tell me
how wrong I am.

At the same time nobody could have realised as
industrialisation transformed the landscape that in
doing so it was laying the seeds of the destruction
of the planet. That we are now in a climate crisis is
contested only by those too wedded to their current
lives to recognise that we have, at best, two to three
generations before overly hot summers and bitterly
cold winters combine with rising sea levels to make Socialists cannot rely on Labour. Working people cannot
vast tracts of the planet entirely uninhabitable.
rely on union bureaucracies. We need self organisation
In the early days of Critical Mass some of these which places redressing the inequalities at it’s core.
issues were debated and written about. But

Dave Middleton

