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Hunger kills • Shell drills • Fashion chills • Starmer kneels • Civil Service steals • Colombia deals
Plus Notes from the Edge featuring Luke Andreski, Marilyn TyzackFiat Knox, Mike Stanton, Harvey 
John, Steven V  
And, our latest report on the cost of living crisis.

If  you were foolish enough to watch the Jubilee service at St Pauls 
the one cheery moment was when Boris Johnson arrived to loud 
jeers. Fast forward to the BBC news and the jeers had mysteriously 
disappeared.
You may recall during the run up to the 2019 General Election a 
dishevelled Boris Johnson managing to place his wreath the wrong 
way round. The immaculately turned out Jeremy Corbyn made no 
such mistake. But the later BBC versions used old footage where 
the serial liar and petty criminal Johnson actually managed to get 
something right.
Those old enough might recall Orgreave. Striking miners were 
attacked by police on horseback and picked up whatever was nearby 
to defend themselves. Later, on the BBC that footage was reversed 
so that the defending miners were seen to throw things before the 
police attacked them.
A pattern? The BBC certainly deserves the title of  state liar-in-
chief. And, these are only the things we know about. The pattern 
is clear. The BBC is not only state-sponsored, it is an arm of  the 
state. It serves the interests only of  those who have power and, most 
importantly, wealth. 
For the past 3 or 4 days we have been served a non-stop diet of  
adulation of  our elderly monarch across the BBC’s broadcast and 
web media. The effect has been to present a country in love with the 
most dysfunctional family in the country. Let’s face it if  the Windsors 
were from a council estate in Reading they would be tabloid fodder 
as benefit scroungers unable to hold down a job and harbouring a 
variety of  inadequates who would not survive without the state’s 
assistance.
The monarchy is an outmoded institution that cannot be reformed 
and should be scrapped. It represents the elitism and privilege that is 
slowly  and surely driving this country to ruination.
We should demand to be treated as equal citizens. And, if  we are to 
subsidise a state media institution ensure that it has a duty to at the 
very least be honest.
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People are dying of hunger – and we have the 
food to feed them

Susie Granic
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FROM Bangladesh to Britain, with many 
countries in between, people are facing 
starvation and food insecurity due to the 

climate crisis, COVID, the cost of  living crisis, 
and conflicts around the globe.
Here in the UK we face no such conflicts, yet the number 
of  British households in severe food insecurity is worse than 
it was at the beginning of  the pandemic. Almost one in 20 
(4.6 per cent) households say at least one member of  said 
household has gone a whole day without eating in the past 
month, because they either couldn’t afford or get access to 
food.
This is a shocking figure, even more horrifying when we see it 
is estimated that Brits will spend more than £800 million this 
week on jubilee celebrations for a monarch who contributes 
nothing to the well being of  her ‘subjects’.

Food insecurity
Analysis by the Food Foundation concluded that the cost of  
living crisis was causing an increase in hunger in the UK. Their 
research found food insecurity – a lack of  steady, reliable access 
to good, nutritious food – is more common in households 
with children. 
Nearly half  of  households on Universal Credit have 
experienced food insecurity in the past six months, a four 
percent increase from July 2021 to January 2022.
“If  one household in seven is food insecure, society is failing in a fundamental 
way,” Michael Marmot, director of  the UCL Institute of  Health 
Equity, said in the Food Foundation report. “These figures on food 
insecurity are all the more chilling because the problem is solvable, but far 
from being solved, it is getting worse.”
But we cannot ignore what is happening in the rest of  the 
world, not just because it would be morally wrong to do so, 
but for those who carp on about ‘economic migrants’, these 
are people who may very well be fleeing hunger and/or war 
in their homeland. Our government has cut the international 
aid budget almost by half  in the last year which is bound to 
contribute to the number who feel the need to undertake 
dangerous journeys to reach what they consider to be a place 
of  safety. 

One person dies of  hunger every 48 seconds
While there are more people in Asia who suffer from hunger- 
520 million – the Sub-saharan African region has the highest 

One newborn 
child dies every 
minute from lack 
of  clean water while 
785 million people 
don’t have access 
to clean drinking 

water. 785 million 
people do not 
have access to 
clean drinking 
water. Just take a 
moment and let that 

sink in.

https://foodfoundation.org.uk/


3

hunger prevalence rate in the world at one in four people. This 
means 25% of  their entire population is undernourished. Asia’s 
hungry people are more spread throughout the region. The 
number of  people facing crisis levels of  hunger in Ethiopia, 
Kenya and Somalia has more than doubled in the last year, 
from ten million to more than 23 million people. In just these 
three countries one person is likely to die of  hunger every 
48 seconds according to Oxfam and Save the Children.
According to the United Nations, most hunger occurs in parts 
of  the world which are poverty stricken and devastated by 
conflict or war. 489 million undernourished adults and 122 
million children suffer from hunger in countries affected by 
conflict. They suffer from food insecurity because of  a lack 
of  infrastructure, conflict, weather, or natural disasters, or a 
combination of  all of  these.
In countries affected by conflict, adults and children alike are 
less likely to have access to clean water and safe sanitation, 
making disease much more rampant. One newborn child 
dies every minute from lack of  clean water while 785 million 
people don’t have access to clean drinking water. 785 million 
people do not have access to clean drinking water. Just 
take a moment and let that sink in.

We have enough food to feed everyone
Worldwide we do produce enough food to feed every single 
person, but according to the World Food Programme one-
third of  food produced for human consumption is lost or 
wasted globally. This amounts to about 1.3 billion tons per 

The Food Waste Project run by American Rob Greenfield rescues food from dumpsters to show just how 
much food is wasted each day in “advanced” countries. Image courtesy of his website https://www.robgreen-
field.org/foodwaste/

year, with consumers in rich countries (such 
as the UK and US) wasting almost as much 
food as the entire net food production of  
sub-Saharan Africa each year. While people 
are going hungry not just in other parts of  
the world, but in the UK, we are actually 
wasting food.
I remember Live Aid in 1985 when 
musicians came together to raise money for 
those affected by the famine in Ethiopia. It 
is said more than £120 million was raised 
and despite controversy surrounding the 
concert afterwards, as to how useful it 
actually was, and where all the money went, 
it did shine a light on the plight of  people 
in African nations and undoubtedly helped 
some. 
How tragic is it that 37 years after that 
concert not only are those nations still in 
need, but many of  the people who could 
afford to donate to help them at the time 
are now facing food poverty themselves. 
This article was originally published online
https://creatingsocialism.org/people-are-dy-
ing-of-hunger-and-we-have-the-food-to-feed-
them/ 

https://www.wfp.org/hunger-catastrophe
https://creatingsocialism.org/people-are-dying-of-hunger-and-we-have-the-food-to-feed-them/
https://creatingsocialism.org/people-are-dying-of-hunger-and-we-have-the-food-to-feed-them/
https://creatingsocialism.org/people-are-dying-of-hunger-and-we-have-the-food-to-feed-them/
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USA and UK Reports on the 
Continuing Harm of  Racism.

This week a leaked Home Office report 
showed that every single piece of  UK 
immigration or citizenship legislation was 

designed to reduce the number of  people with black 
or brown skin who were permitted to live and work 
in the UK. It had to be leaked because the Home 
Office has done everything it can to keep the report 
it commissioned secret, even denying a Freedom of  
Information request. Meanwhile, California released 
an unflinching report setting out the harm suffered 
by the descendants of  enslaved people in the USA. 
Long after slavery was abolished racist laws and 
actions affected all facets of  life: including housing, 
education, employment and the legal system. This is 
part of  a growing movement to make reparations to 
Black people in the USA.

Australia’s Labor Cabinet

Australia’s new PM, Anthony Albanese, has 
appointed 13 women to a cabinet of   30 
ministers. Women also hold a record 10 key 

positions out of  23 in core Cabinet roles. Alabaster’s 
long-time friend, Billy Bragg took to Twitter last 
week to say how delighted he was that his long-term 
friend had used lyrics from one of  his songs in his 
first press conference. “Just because you’re going 
forwards, doesn’t mean I’m going backwards”. Billy 

Bragg went on to say “the defeat of  the 
Morrison Government has given an uplift 
to many in Britain, where the Tories use 
wedge issues to rally support.” Including 
Billy’s own ‘blindspot’ - antisemitism - 
where he was unable to see through the 
attacks on Chris Williamson. Not that we 
hold a grudge in The Sunday Socialist.

More patriotic Guff  from 
Starmer in the Telegraph.

Writing in the Daily Telegraph, 
Keir Starmer said it was 
everyone’s patriotic duty to 

celebrate the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee. 
In going one step further to assure 
potential voters of  his patriotism and 
loyalty to the Queen and also to distance 
himself  from Jeremy Corbyn’s leadership 
he is in danger of  losing support from 
people with a different idea of  patriotism. 
Labour Councillor Sam Gorst pointed out 
that loyalty to the crown does not equate to 
patriotism – it’s an antiquated attitude to 
hold while families face some of the worst 
hardships since WW2. 

Trained dogs can sniff  out 
coronavirus

A study published in the scientific 
journal Plos One offers evidence 
that dogs can be trained to 

detect Covid. The dogs tested in the 
research accurately identified 97% of  
positive cases after sniffing human 
sweat samples. This made them more 
sensitive than some rapid antigen 
tests. The researchers found that the 
dogs were especially good at detecting 
asymptomatic infections, with a 
sensitivity nearing 100 per cent.  In a 
UK study dogs accurately pinpointed 82 
to 94 per cent of  positive cases. These 
findings might be useful for detecting 
Covid in airports, nursing homes, 
schools or sporting events. Dogs have 
already been used to help sniff  out Covid 
at airports in Saudi Arabia, Finland and 
the UAE.

Compiled by Marilyn Tyzack
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Our Basket
Cornflakes
Cheese
Bread
Milk
Pizza
Tomato soup
Tea bags
Margerine
Baked beans
Crisps
Digestives
Apples
Pasta
TOTAL

Cost last week
0.55
1.99
0.59
0.99
0.99
0.45
0.95s
1.09
0.13
2.89
0.39
1.19
1.29
13.71

Cost this week
0.55
1.99
0.59
0.99
0.99
0.45
0.95
1.09
0.13
2.89
0.39
1.39
1.39
14.01

Items in red represent those which have had a price rise since May 15th.

Prices continue to rise.

The odd price rise is to be expected. Right? After all, it’s a balance. As one thing rises, something 
else comes down. Savvy shoppers buy in bulk when things are cheap and save them for the future. 
Right?
In our basket of  14 budget items 4 items have gone up over the past 4 weeks. How many have gone 
down? None. Not a single one. So that balancing act is not about buying things cheap. They are 
never cheap. They just go up and up and up. And, when do they come down? Well, we’re waiting.
Last week, you may recall, it was bread which rose. This week it is apples and pasta. Not exactly luxury 
items. Our basket now costs 
£14.01, that’s a rise of  58p in 
just one month! For many 
people 58p is loose change. 
Certainly for the likes of  
Johnson, Sunak, Starmer 
et al. But, for those on 
low incomes it is the 
difference between 
coping and not 
coping, eating and 
not eating, feeding 
their children or 
letting their children 
go hungry.
In a week when we 
celebrate the most 
pampered billionaire 
family in the U.K. it is 
worth pausing to consider 
this: 1.8 million children in 
the U.K. do not get enough to 
eat each day.
Britain is a long way from being 
the worst affected. Some 2 billion people across 
the world are hungry. The cost of  solving this 
is estimated at between £7-265 billion. That is a 
lot of  money.
But so is: £1,684 billion.
In fact, around one-tenth of  that total could 
solve world hunger. Indeed, it might well solve 
it twice over if  the lower estimate turns out to 
be true.
What has all this to do with a 58p increase in 
the price of  4 out of  14 budget items? As prices 
rise, whilst income remains the same it is not 
just a question of  robbing Peter to pay Paul. 
Peter has been well and truly robbed and Paul 
(perhaps we should rename Paul, Liz) wants 
their money. That 58p will mean the numbers 
of  people skipping meals will increase. It means 
the number of  under-nourished children will 

increase. It means the number 
of  mums going hungry to 
feed their kids will increase. 
This is not the sign of  
a civilised country or a 
civilised world. It is the 
sign of  a brutal, turn 
your back on your 
neighbour type of  
society ruled by a 
parasitic hierarchy 
literally starving us 
to death.
Oh, and that large 

figure in case you 
hadn’t guessed - 

military spending across 
the globe.
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Love Labour’s lost
In the first of  three articles about Sir Keir Starmer’s 
impact on the Labour Party I investigated why 
200,000+ members had turned their backs on 
the party. I received over one thousand answers 
to my inquiries, and I shared these with Critical 
Mass readers.
The reasons given looked like this:

Under Starmer, Labour has become a hostile 
environment for progressives and socialists – at 
least according to more than a third of  the party’s 
membership. This is hardly a great achievement 
for someone whose leadership campaign was 
based on restoring party unity.

Unreliable myths
In the second article in the series, 200,000 
Hindrances: Starmer’s War On The Labour 
Membership, I asked whether Labour’s loss of  
members had been accidental or intentional. On 
the basis of  statements made by those close to 
Starmer, and by Starmer himself, I concluded that 
the shedding of  members had been intentional.
Starmer’s team wanted rid of  an engaged 
membership. Even at risk of  a 50% drop in 
membership by the next General Election, 
Starmer’s preference is for an autocratic and 
closely-managed party whose members are 
inactive and compliant.
I suggested that Starmer’s war on the membership 
was bolstered by a number of  undesirable group 
traits in his leadership team, and by three powerful 
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Starmer Missed A Trick
Luke Andreski

myths.
The traits are these:
  Paternalism (Starmer’s inner circle are the adults 
in the room. They ‘know best’).
  Authoritarianism (the wishes of  Starmer’s team 
must be obeyed).
  Small ‘c’ conservativism (i.e. centrism).
  Tribalism (we’re the Labour right-wing in-crowd; 
the rest are the enemy within).
And the myths Starmer’s leadership team believe 
or purport to believe?
  Politics is a marketplace – it’s a sales drive, where 
you have to push parties as commodities and 
politicians as brands, rather than attempt to 
inspire or engage.
  The Left are unelectable – despite left-wing 
governments having been elected many times 
in countries across the globe and the popularity 
of  socially democratic policies among the UK 
public.
  The beneficial purge. ‘To win an election Labour 
must first shed the Left.’ This is based on the 
build-up to Blairism – but, after purging the 
Labour left in the late 80’s and early 90’s, Kinnock 
lost two elections.

A criticism
Some readers of  200,000 Hindrances: Starmer’s 
War On The Labour Membership made the 
following criticism: that to suggest Starmer and 
his allies believe these myths is to give them too 
much credit. It implies they’re acting in good 
faith.
I also came in for this criticism with my 2021 
article Keir Starmer’s Top Ten Mistakes.
It’s a criticism I’m happy to accommodate.

Bad faith actors
You see, it’s increasingly credible that Starmer 
and his cohorts are disingenuous in claiming 
‘electability’ as their primary concern. Pursuing a 
People’s Vote when it endangered the Red Wall, 
but stating there’s no turning back from Brexit now, 
when Starmer’s keenest supporters are remainers, 
feels close to deliberate sabotage. Alienating the 

https://creatingsocialism.org/loves-labour-lost-how-labour-lost-200000-members-under-starmer-critical-mass-exclusive-poll/
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/keir-starmer-emerges-as-unity-candidate-to-replace-corbyn-0t3hfgbfp
https://creatingsocialism.org/200000-hindrances-starmers-war-on-the-labour-membership/
https://creatingsocialism.org/200000-hindrances-starmers-war-on-the-labour-membership/
https://creatingsocialism.org/200000-hindrances-starmers-war-on-the-labour-membership/
https://skwawkbox.org/2020/05/26/exclusive-the-dossier-of-concerns-starmer-ignored-to-push-through-his-new-general-secretary/
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/socialism-is-more-popular-with-the-british-public-than-capitalism-survey-finds-a6892371.html
https://creatingsocialism.org/200000-hindrances-starmers-war-on-the-labour-membership/
https://creatingsocialism.org/200000-hindrances-starmers-war-on-the-labour-membership/
https://creatingsocialism.org/keir-starmers-mistakes/
https://www.thenational.scot/news/20052251.keir-starmer-slated-claiming-no-case-re-joining-eu/
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young, the environmentally concerned, the unions, 
the disabled and any ethnic group other than the 
Jewish community? This hardly looks like a plan for 
winning elections.
But crush the Left, no matter the electoral damage 
this may incur for the Labour Party?
Again, you’d only do this if  getting elected is not 
your main concern.

Labour puts out
Starmer and his team appear to care little for 
Labour’s electoral chances but a great deal about 
attacking their left-wing colleagues and supporters. 
Nevertheless, they use the myths I describe above to 
justify their actions, and many who support Starmer 
believe these myths.
For this reason alone, a little myth-busting can do 
no harm.
At the heart of  the Starmer myth is the clarion call 
of  pragmatism. ‘Straight-laced, prudish idealism has 
to go. We’ve got to put out if  we’re to get what we 
want: a General Election win; GTTO; power.’
But the pragmatic ‘putting out’ turns out to involve 
quite a list.
Let’s:
  Embrace the Murdoch press
  Pretend to ecstatic nationalism
  Tug our forelocks to the queen

  Become gibberingly sycophantic about NATO
  Come down hard on crime (but ignore the 
causes of  crime)
  Smear the previous leadership
  Get into bed with Zionism
  Court right-wing lobby group the Board of 
Deputies
  Attempt to beguile a paternalistically-imagined 
(but secretly loathed) Brexiteer working class
  Swing right of the Tories on taxation, public 
spending, foreign policy and jailing activists
 Roll over on NHS privatisation
  Abandon rail, energy and water to the insatiable 
appetites of corporate ownership.
But, as you read through this list, its sheer 
negativity and defeatism becomes apparent.
Where are the transformative policies needed to 
fix a broken political system?
What about the cost of living crisis? The 
spiralling inequality crisis? The climate crisis?
Labour have defenestrated themselves of ideals 
and aspirations in the name of pragmatism, but 
if that’s their justification, then the absence 
of technocratic, pragmatic solutions seems 
remarkable. Labour have put out, but with 
nothing to put out. It’s the exact opposite of The 
Emperor’s New Clothes: a ragtag collection of 

People being inspired at a Jeremy Corbyn rally in Sheffield in 2017 
Photo: Tim Dennell from Flickr

https://www.middleeasteye.net/opinion/keir-starmer-cautious-tearing-uk-labour-party-apart
https://www.thelondoneconomic.com/news/starmer-cosies-up-to-the-sun-with-post-conference-op-ed-293345/
https://socialistworker.co.uk/news/starmer-flies-the-flag-for-right-wing-labour/
https://www.thenational.scot/news/20180906.keir-starmer-claims-patriotic-duty-celebrate-jubilee/
https://socialistworker.co.uk/news/starmer-could-expel-left-mps-who-dont-support-nato-warmongers/
https://www.theguardian.com/law/2022/may/22/labour-party-criminal-justice-policy-prison-conservatives
https://www.theguardian.com/law/2022/may/22/labour-party-criminal-justice-policy-prison-conservatives
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20210810-kier-starmers-labour-is-purging-jews-critical-of-israel-says-new-report/
https://www.labouragainstthewitchhunt.org/campaigns/fight-against-keir-starmer-implementing-the-10-demands-by-the-board-of-deputies/
https://www.labouragainstthewitchhunt.org/campaigns/fight-against-keir-starmer-implementing-the-10-demands-by-the-board-of-deputies/
https://www.commondreams.org/news/2022/04/11/disgrace-uk-labour-party-slammed-seeking-injunction-against-climate-activists
https://www.thenational.scot/news/19833928.wes-streeting-admits-labour-use-private-firms-tackle-nhs-waiting-lists/
https://evolvepolitics.com/fact-check-yes-keir-starmer-has-broken-or-rowed-back-on-a-large-proportion-of-his-labour-leadership-pledges-already/
https://dangerousglobe.com/news/a-short-conversation-about-corporations/
https://dangerousglobe.com/news/a-short-conversation-about-corporations/
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Blairite robes and gowns, but with no body 
beneath.

Winning
And if the excuse is ‘This is what you’ve got 
to do to win’ then it’s clear the believers in 
the ‘pragmatism’ myths are making a terrible 
mistake.
Because, unlike drugs, the myths don’t work.
In pragmatism’s moist grip GTTO is farther 
away than ever:
• Labour’s proportion of local and by-election 

votes has fallen since Corbyn’s departure.
• In the 2022 elections Labour did less well 

than Corbyn in 2018, while micro-party 
Aspire gained more councillors in Tower 
Hamlets than Labour did in the rest of 
England.

• Starmer remains deeply unpopular.
• Labour are barely ahead of the Tories in 

the polls at a point when election polling 
is skewed in Labour’s favour and the Tory 
government is in crisis.

…and all of this because dull, bureaucratic 
pragmatism no longer captures voter interest – 
if it ever did.

Hope
The Labour right-wing, having now gained 
lasting control of  Labour, are losing voters 
because theirs is essentially a negative offering. 
Aside from their effective attack on the Left, their 
actions are all about appeasement: mollifying the 
right-wing press, softening (but not addressing) 
corporate greed, pandering to flag-waving, racist 
tropes.
Their alleged pragmatism, in our hyped-up age, 
feels flat, uninspiring, self-denying, unproductive 
and painfully dull.
Voters want to be inspired.
I certainly do.
We want to wake up in the morning and think, 
Yes! We’re in with a chance!
In fact, we want to want to wake up.
We want to feel hope.
Leaders like Trump, Johnson, Bolsonaro and 
Zelenskyy understand this. It’s how they swept 
into power. It’s why Trump may once again 
achieve the US presidency in 2024, in the face 
of  the managerial and dull Biden administration, 

whose only hope lies in a forever-war in Ukraine.

The trick Labour missed
This hunger for inspiration is something you can harness. 
It’s a powerful tool in politics: “You’re important. I’m 
listening. I’m one of  you. Together we can mend this 
world.”
It’s a gift to advertising: “Feel like you’re part of  
something wonderful – a part of  this.”
It drives fashions, fads, crazes, causes. It’s at the heart 
of  both evangelical religion and populism. “Here’s 
something to believe in that makes all your striving 
worthwhile.”
It can be harnessed for bad – for zealotry, nationalist 
populism, the oppression of  minorities, obsessive 
consumerism.
But it can be used for good.
Politicians who fight for the many, not the few, who 
fight for principles rather than self-interest, can use our 
appetite for inspiration just as easily, and with far more 
sincerity, than the populist authoritarians.
It’s an opportunity Starmer’s team, it seems intentionally, 
stepped back from.
They could have taken all the best elements of  
Corbynism, the inspiring and popular policies, the active 
and engaged membership, the enthusiasm of  the young, 
given it a little power-dressing, and run with that.
But instead they chose defeatist, supplicatory pragmatism.
In today’s politics, pragmatism is a loser’s game.
Thrilling and engaging inspiration is our only chance at 
power.
This article originally appeared online: https://
creatingsocialism.org/inspiration-vs-prostitution-how-
labour-under-starmer-missed-a-trick/ 

https://novaramedia.com/2021/07/02/with-labour-narrowly-holding-batley-and-spen-is-it-time-for-starmer-to-quit/
https://skwawkbox.org/2022/05/13/breaking-2018-corbyn-outperformed-2022-starmer-in-local-election-results/
https://creatingsocialism.org/aspire-party-ousts-labour-in-tower-hamlets/
https://skwawkbox.org/2022/01/30/starmer-personal-ratings-lower-than-corbyns-were-at-same-point-in-leadership/
https://creatingsocialism.org/inspiration-vs-prostitution-how-labour-under-starmer-missed-a-trick/
https://creatingsocialism.org/inspiration-vs-prostitution-how-labour-under-starmer-missed-a-trick/
https://creatingsocialism.org/inspiration-vs-prostitution-how-labour-under-starmer-missed-a-trick/
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Anyone surprised at the suppressed Home Office 
report on race? 

I wonder how many people were surprised by 
Amelia Gentleman’s report in the Guardian last 
week, that a Home Office report showed the 
origins of the Windrush scandal were based on 30 
years of racist immigration legislation, deliberately 
designed to reduce the UK’s nonwhite population? 

Those from Black and minority ethnic 
communities, who have lived experience, may well 
have been shocked by the analysis in the report, 
commissioned by The Home Office, but I doubt 
they would have been surprised by the findings. 
It found that “major immigration legislation in 
1962, 1968 and 1971 were all designed to reduce 
the proportion of people living in the United 
Kingdom who did not have white skin”. 

Some people may also have been perturbed by 
the fact that, despite ‘Freedom of Information’ 
requests, officials repeatedly tried to suppress the 
report over the past year, but hardly surprised. 

Deep relief
In many respects, the overwhelming feeling may 
well be one of relief at the conclusion that the 
origins of the “deep-rooted racism of the Windrush 
scandal” lies in the fact that “during the period 
1950-1981, every single piece of immigration or 
citizenship legislation was designed at least in 
part to reduce the number of people with black 
or brown skin who were permitted to live and 
work in the UK”. However unpalatable, it is an 
acknowledgement of the reality of the situation of 
life in the UK for generations of BAME people. 

A reality not reflected in Tony Sewell’s 
“Commission on Race and Ethnic 
Disparities” report, which concluded 
there was no evidence to suggest that 
Britain was an institutionally racist 
nation. This lie was compounded by 
Boris Johnson who told parliament: 
“For centuries, our United Kingdom 
has had a proud history of welcoming 
people from overseas”. 

Anthony Byrne
It was Anthony Byrne’s reality 
however. He was one of the victims 
of the UK Home Office’s hostile 
environment policy on immigration. 
Anthony had lived in the UK for 50 
years when his life was destroyed as a 
result of the Home Office mistakenly 
classifying him as an illegal 
immigrant. His callous treatment was 
portrayed in a documentary ‘Sitting 
in Limbo’, which saw him dragged 
from his home and imprisoned, prior 
to being deported to a country he had 
left as a small child. 

Those from BAME communities 
who are disproportionately targeted 
by police, or who fail to be recruited, 
or progress at the rate of their 
white counterparts in workplaces 
throughout the UK, will not be 
surprised. The proportion of Black 
individuals in the top jobs in UK 
business has increased by just 0.1 
percentage points since 2014, and, 
despite policies intended to improve 
representation, has remained static 
in the public sector.   

The report confirms what we already 
know, that changes to British 
immigration law over the past 70 years 
have had a more negative impact on 
Black people than on other racial 
and ethnic groups. It has permeated 
the culture of discrimination.  

Shocking, but not surprising. 



Image courtesy of the Public and 
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S Civil Servants Face Mass Sackings

Mike Stanton

The government 
has confirmed 
that 91,000 civil 

servants are facing 
the sack. Government 
ministers have all 
been emailed by Rishi 
Sunak and Johnson’s 
chief  of  staff, Steve 
Barclay. As we reported 
in Critical Mass Mag, 
after Johnson made the 
initial announcement 
in a press interview, the 
government is seeking 20% cuts across the board. 
But departments are being asked to consider 
much bigger cuts of  30% and 40% because not all 
departments will be able to deliver the required 
20% and others will have to make up the shortfall. 
They have a month to report, and all plans are to 
be finalised by the autumn.

Divide and Rule
This is a recipe for divide and rule. Instead of  challenging the 
cuts, ministers will be pleading that their department is a special 
case and for the axe to fall elsewhere. Yesterday, the Met Office 
were quick off  the mark to respond. A 20% cut would reduce 
its staffing to the lowest level since the Second World War, at a 
time of  increasing climate uncertainty, when we need to be able 
to accurately forecast the impact on our weather. 
Expect the Passport Office, DVLA and Criminal Justice, all of  
whom are already mired in delays and waiting lists, to join the 
clamour. 

Brexit’s Bogus Bonus
The Tories want to reduce staff  to levels in 2016. They forget 
that since then we have had to expand the civil service to take 
over roles previously outsourced to the EU. And there are new 
demands for border controls and customs posts that we did 
not need in the single market, alongside increased staffing to 
negotiate trade deals around the world. 

Lessons from Covid 
In another letter Johnson has written to all civil servants to tell 
them that, now the pandemic is over, we no longer need such a 
large state and civil servants’ jobs must go, despite the fact that 

https://creatingsocialism.org/91000-civil-servants-face-the-sack/
https://inews.co.uk/news/politics/met-office-shrink-smallest-size-ww2-climate-change-1660826
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in March, Margaret Harris of  the World Health Organisation told a press conference 
that it was “far from over”. “We are definitely in the middle of  the pandemic,” she 
added. The supposed end of  the pandemic will come as news to the grossly understaffed 
public health officials who were side-lined by a government which preferred to hand out 
massive contracts to the private sector. It will also come as a surprise to the families of  
more than 300 people who died from Covid last week.
As we saw during the worst of  the Covid pandemic (which is clearly not over yet), 
slashing the state during the last crisis in the name of  austerity did not remove the needs 
the state is supposed to cater for. And, when Covid revealed that a hollowed-out state 
did not have the infrastructure to meet our needs, billions were wasted on hasty and ill-
conceived contracts handed out to the private sector. Remember Track and Trace?

Fresh Crises
Johnson also argues that big government is a drain on the economic recovery that is 
needed to combat the cost-of-living crisis. Hence, we need to cut the civil service. The 
argument is that we need to cut jobs in the public sector to help the poorest. But this is 
not only a bad argument, it is utterly incoherent and yet another Johnson lie. There is 
no evidence that any savings from these job losses will find its way into the pockets of  
the poorest in society. As we saw during the Covid crisis, money flowed very easily from 
government to their friends. If  we really want to save money, perhaps we could start by 
abolishing the monarchy and saving £345 million a year there. Or perhaps, if  the rich 
paid their fair share of  taxes, we would get back the £34 billion a year that HMRC reckon 
they do not manage to collect each year. Or maybe the £3.4 billion spent on nuclear 
weapons could help to keep people in work.
We need more government, not less, if  we are to ensure that those suffering now get the 
help they need. And long term we need a plan for food and energy security that cannot 
be left to the private sector capitalists who are profiting from the current crisis. 
New crises are inevitable, given the instability of  the world economy, geopolitical power 
struggles and the overarching climate catastrophe that threatens us all. Slashing the state 
may play well with the Tory right and their cheerleaders in the media. It does nothing to 
address the needs of  society.

NHS Next?
This is just another ideological attack. It is not about money or efficiency. They will hand 
out billions to privatise services rather than run them effectively for our benefit. And, if  
they get away with doing this to the Civil Service, they will be coming for the NHS next 
with renewed zeal. 

Defend our Civil Servants
Civil Service unions have to make a united stand and not fall for Johnson’s lies or his 
divide and rule tactics. And the rest of  us should back them to hilt. This is an attack on 
the services we rely on and an attack on one of  the remaining bastions of  trade union 
strength. 40 years ago, Thatcher went for the miners, the dockers, the printworkers – the 
best organised sections of  the working class and a divided movement allowed her to 
succeed. 

We are still suffering the effects of those defeats today. Now it is the turn of the public sec-
tor unions. Education Secretary, Nadhim Zahawi has already said the education unions are 
next in line. The Tory attack on public servants is an attack on public services and an attack 
on the public. Time to fight back. Solidarity to Stop the Tories.
This article was originally published online

https://creatingsocialism.org/civil-servants-face-mass-sackings/ 
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I didn’t vote for Boris Johnson in 2019, but I was 
delighted when I saw the exit poll, as I wanted 
to ‘get Brexit done’. I also feared the prospect of 
a Corbyn government. I agreed with a few of his 
policies but most of it sounded unaffordable, and 
there was the antisemitism factor. My paternal side 
is Jewish and I hold my hands up to being sucked 
into the narrative about him. But it didn’t matter, 
Labour took a hammering and all was good. Then 
COVID happened. An event which changed all our 
lives.

With people having to stay at home other forms of 
communication came to the forefront, namely social 
media. I had been on Twitter previously, but without 
ever properly engaging. Now, unable to go places 
I normally would, it became my primary source of 
communication. It would prove to change my life.

I began interacting with socialists and Corbyn supporters. 
I had been told they were a nasty and spiteful bunch 
who would gang up on those who criticised Jezza. I 
criticised, no nasty reaction, just a constructive debate 
with 99% of them. I mentioned I had Jewish heritage. 
Again no nastiness. It wasn’t even an issue. I was polite 
to them, they were polite to me. Polar opposite to how 
it was reported by the MSM.

As I became more acquainted and friendly with 
them I found we shared a lot of common ground. 
Society, the economy, love of community, opposition 
to big corporations, anger with banks… I never saw 
these as left-right issues, just common sense ones. 

With the changing COVID narrative, my willingness to 
alter my perspective and outlook on literally everything 
I had known or thought had no limits. Two of the first 
things I researched was this perception that socialists 
were antisemitic who would always use the Israel/
Palestine issue to justify their stance. The other was 
British foreign affairs and our involvement in conflicts 

in recent times. 

On the accusations of antisemitism it was 
obvious from the start it was a fiction. No 
conspiracies or stereotyping. I never found the 
criticism of Israel to be unjust or a cloak for 
antisemitism. There might be difference of 
opinion on issues surrounding the conflict; no 
one could deny the Israelis have overstepped 
the mark at times. Not one person or country 
is above criticism, yet I found that when I 
or other non-socialists criticise Israel, people 
accept it as just criticism, yet when a socialist 
does it they’re called antisemites? I have found 
some of my socialist friends to be the most 
kind and caring people about. 

They don’t just speak out about Israel/Palestine, 
they speak out about injustice everywhere. I 
was under no illusion our conduct in places 
like Iraq, Afghanistan and Libya left a lot to 
be desired, but when I started delving deeper 
I found myself seeing the true horrors of our 
conduct. 

The issue I found most distressing was our role 
in the Saudi Arabia/Yemen conflict. To know 
we’re the number one supplier of weapons to 
the Saudis and seeing the devastation caused 
has rightly caused anger. Groups like Stop the 
War and CND (both of whom I’ve criticised 
in the past) have been called anti-British for 
highlighting our conduct in this region. I find 
it anything but. They’re pro-human rights, 
something we should pride ourselves on.

Our government has displayed a callous attitude 
to foreign countries and their people as have 
NATO and western allies. From criticising Stop 
the War and CND I now completely support 
them in their endeavours. Both have shown 
strong support for workers’ rights, equality, 
trade unions, the right to protest, which are 
issues I care very much about. My support is 
firmly with them.

They have also been preaching that however 
wars start they always end with a discussion 
around a table. Talking to one another is the 
key to find a mutual understanding. That’s 
what I did with socialists and I couldn’t have 
made better relations. Solidarity all 

By Steven V (@nevillebartos12)
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The climate crisis is here, but energy giant 
Shell has Jackdaw plans approved

Susie Granic
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JUST last year plans to develop the Jackdaw 
gas field in the North Sea were rejected 
after the government considered the 

environmental impact, but yesterday energy 
giant Shell was was given the green light to go 
ahead with the project.
Jackdaw, about 240km east of  Aberdeen, is part of  
the Shearwater hub – the Shearwater, which is located 
approximately 30km northwest of  the Jackdaw field, has been 
producing since 2000. This means much of  the infrastructure 
is already in place. When OPRED (Offshore Petroleum 
Regulator for Environment and Decommissioning) denied 
Shell permission last year, the regulator questioned why Shell 
hadn’t opted to tie back the field to the Harbour-operated Judy 
installation, instead of  the proposed route via Shearwater.
Shell, meanwhile, argued that Shearwater offered both “a slightly 
lower risk option in terms of  brownfield modifications” and “that there 
were no significant environmental differentiators between the two options”.

New pipeline
Yesterday’s decision allows Jackdaw to produce via a new 
31km 12” pipeline to the Shearwater platform. Fluids will be 
processed there, with gas exported via the Fulmar Gas Line 
(FGL) and condensate via the Forties Pipeline System (FPS). 
The approval is contingent on four additional requirements, 
which relate to limiting and controlling CO2 venting as a result 
of  the development. 
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This includes adding a meter to the new amine unit vented 
emission point, and a requirement that wells related to other 
fields tied back to Shearwater must be phased so as to minimise 
the cumulative mass of  CO2 vented from Shearwater over 
Jackdaw’s field life. In addition, the design of  the Jackdaw 
platform must include “space and weight capacities and J-tube 
to accommodate an electrification retrofit should green power become 
available”.
Shell, of  course, has stated that “responsibly produced, local gas 
production plays an essential role in the UK’s transition to net zero” and 
formed part of  its broader “intent” to invest £20bn to £25bn 
in the UK over the next decade, but environmental groups and 
activists are not buying it.

Why not invest in renewables?
They are understandably angry at the decision to go ahead 
with a project which will cause much damage before any gas 
is ever seen; angry at Shell and angry at the government for 
its continued support for the fossil fuels industry, despite the 
government’s adoption of  a legally-binding 2050 ‘net zero’ 
emissions target.
Ami McCarthy, political campaigner for Greenpeace UK, 
who are looking into legal action to stop this, said: “Approving 
Jackdaw is a desperate and destructive decision from Johnson’s government, 
and proves there’s no long-term plan. 
“They could immediately shave billions off  bills, get a grip on UK energy 
demand, create thousands of  jobs, boost our economy, tackle the climate 
crisis and avoid future crises – if  they just upgrade homes to be warmer 
and greener, and invest in clean and cheap renewable power. 
“But instead, once again, they’re handing out lucrative permits to the likes 
of  Shell for a project that won’t start producing gas for years, that won’t 
lower our bills, but will create massive emissions causing deadly flooding 
and wildfires, and mass migration from people fleeing the climate crisis.
“This government’s shown no regard for these emissions, or Jackdaw’s 
ultimate climate impact. We think that’s unlawful, we’re looking at legal 
action to stop Jackdaw, and fight this every step of  the way.”
The StopCambo group (Cambo is yet another North Sea oil 
and gas project waiting for government approval) have been 
fighting this decision for months and are now stepping up 
their action, with protests yesterday in London and Edinburgh. 
They are also asking people to email their MPs and tweet 
#StopJackdaw.
As they say, this isn’t about energy security. If  it was, we’d be 
insulating homes and focusing on renewable energy. No, this 
is about Shell making as much money as they possibly can 
while despoiling the planet.
This article originally appeared online: https://
creatingsocialism.org/the-climate-crisis-is-here-but-energy-
giant-shell-has-jackdaw-plans-approved/ 

These are what we should be closing 
down: oil rig exploration platform

Photo couresy of Needpix: https://www.needpix.
com/photo/417809/
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We welcome contributions 
to Notes From The Edge by 
any socialist who wants to say 
something in less than 500 words.
Send contributions to: 
edgenotes@creatingsocialism.org

Why Education Isn’t Working 
I’ve been a TA (Teaching Assistant) for a little 
under two months and in that time I’ve been 
working with kids who have all sorts of issues, 
personal and otherwise. I’ve been in dozens of 
classrooms, seen many styles of teaching, yet 
I only saw one class that was, in my opinion, 
particularly successful. It was a Maths lesson, 
but the youngsters’ learning was not based on 
the Maths curriculum. 

While I was watching over a 15 year old with 
learning difficulties, the teacher allowed the year 
tens to ask questions about music as a reward 
for completing certain questions correctly. 

At first this seemed just like a good way to 
motivate the students, but then something else 
happened – a debate of sorts. The year tens 
weren’t the most logical or well spoken debaters, 
but their teacher was. He spoke clearly and 
simply. He had no reason to use more complex 
language and explained how different musical 
styles and genres impact society. 

It was fascinating to watch, as 15 year olds, who 
thought they knew everything about the world, 
were given a little insight into musicians who 
they found ‘dated’ or no longer relevant. I don’t 
think many of them were learning much Maths, 
but the teacher seemed more concerned with 
making sure these students, who some might 
consider ‘dull’ or ‘dumb’, had something to say. 

This isn’t a new and revolutionary form of 
teaching, but answering students so freely on 

subjects that were actually engaging for 
this group seemed to keep their focus. 
Whilst other teachers might have shushed 
them or split them up or sent them off 
to detention or even shouted them down, 
talking to them and engaging with them 
and educating them where they wanted to 
be educated was a better approach. 

This is what hit me – in many ways school 
doesn’t work, so why isn’t it changing? 
Is understanding Pythagoras’ Theorem 
or remembering a certain number of 
quotations from ‘Of Mice and Men’ the 
pinnacle of what we should perceive as an 
intelligent high schooler?

What about being inquisitive? What about 
politics? What about society or gender 
norms? Anyone who says kids don’t think 
about these issues are all too wrong – 
I’ve seen it myself, kids who look as if 
they have nothing going on expressing 
complex opinions on subjects they aren’t 
being taught because no one is allowing 
them to be taught.

Would it be difficult to change the whole 
system, teach kids what they want to learn 
instead of what we were taught? Probably. 
But would we have a more intelligent 
generation of young minds, young people 
who may not become exceptional but who 
are able to think critically and comment on 
a wide range of topics, beyond the subjects 
they learn in their formative years?

I believe so.  
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God Save The Queen (The Fascist Regime)
Welcome to my weekly column about finding, and 
having, a very real, practical faith that we need every 
day, just to get up in the morning.

Putting The “Bile” In “Jubilee”
This week’s entry has more than a hint of Hans 
Christian Andersen to it. The government have been 
spending so much of our money on propping up one 
old queen’s 70th that they’re hoping we’ll ignore 
hundreds of thousands of ordinary people who will 
never see seventy years of anything.

The tory fairy tale Jubilee is reminiscent of the scene 
in the movie V For Vendetta where the audience’s 
hysterical applause was prompted by a phalanx of 
armed men pointing shotguns at them.

Stockholm syndrome victims never realise what they’re 
suffering from.

So let’s counter all this vomitous, saccharine, fairy tale 
baloney with a story of our own.

The Emperor Has No Clothes
Johnson is counting on us setting aside our grievances 
against both him and his rotten cabinet of corruption, 
and sitting down with our Tory neighbours at the table 
to celebrate with a nice cup of tea and some Official 
Royal Pudding.

In the Andersen fairy tale, some con artists convince 
a pompous Emperor to wear nothing on a parade, 
claiming the fabric they were peddling was invisible to 
people who weren’t worthy.

All it took was one child saying “The Emperor has no 

clothes!” to upturn his world.

Let’s spread the word. “Johnson 
has no legal standing.”

In the end, this jubilee will soon 
be over and forgotten. But what 
will we remember this weekend 
for? A vulgar spectacle, or the day 
we began to take apart the corrupt 
Tory government once and for all?

Their regime is painted rust. It’s 
a façade.

We’ve got a job to do. A nation to 
save from itself. Let’s get to work.

Have a good week, everybody.

The Sunday Socialist is a 
collective endeavour.
It is writers, readers and 
editors.
On this Socialist Sunday I 
would like to thank all those 
who turn the editing around 
very quickly on a Friday and 
Saturday so that we can bring 
you this publication each 
Sunday:
Jo Buchanan
Susie Granic
Ann Marcial 
Mike Stanton

Marilyn Tyzack
All the mistakes remain mine,

Dave Middleton
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The collapse of  Missguided, an online fast 
fashion company has demonstrated the 
parlous state of  industrial relations in 

the fashion industry. Employees have said their 
treatment was worse than that meted out by P&O 
Ferries.
At least they got a video
anonymous Missguided employee

Staff  were sent an email 20 minutes before a telephone 
conference. They were all muted by the company and 
given the news in a pre-recorded telephone message. One 
sacked employee is reported as saying, “We were told not to 
come back to the office and someone independent would 
collect equipment, and then they cut off  .” They went 
on to say, “At least they got a video, we just got a phone 
call…I couldn’t even say goodbye to my colleagues.” The 
employees who kept their jobs did get a video conference 
call but many of  them are looking for other jobs. 

Workers’ Rights

Missguided are still trading online. Customers are only 
told in very small print at the bottom of  their homepage 
that the firm is in administration and being run by three 
“Insolvency Practitioners of  Teneo Financial Advisory 
Limited”.
Their motto is, “Shopping is a right, not a luxury”. 
No mention of  workers’ rights though. Ex-employees 
will have to pursue their right to redundancy payments 
through the courts.
House of  Fraser have acquired the intellectual property 
rights to Missguided and hope to use it to increase their 
online presence. But they are not taking on its outstanding 
obligations, not to its employees, nor to customers with 
outstanding orders and requests for refunds and the 
suppliers who are owed millions for stock already supplied.

Big Business

Fashion is big business. It employs over half  a million 
people in the UK. The accident rate is high with over 
1.4 million accidents recorded each year. Worldwide this 
is a multi-billion pound industry often built upon child 
labour. Over 51 countries in a recent report were found 
to use child labour in textile factories. It is an industry 
with a cut throat mentality. There is massive pressure to 
get the latest styles to market ahead of  your competitors. 
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Mike Stanton

The image the fashion industry 
like to project

Photo: Needpix.com https://www.
needpix.com/photo/763910/

https://inews.co.uk/news/missguided-collapse-staff-laid-off-recorded-message-lasting-minutes-1661120
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And corners are cut. It’s not just about customer service 
and workers’ rights. Environmental targets for pollution 
and carbon emissions are also missed. 

Impact
The Business of  Fashion sustainability index assesses 
companies’ progress towards six targets: Transparency, 
Emissions, Water & Chemicals, Waste, Materials and Workers’ 
Rights.
The top 30 companies are doing worse than a year ago, with 
an average score of  28/100 down from 36/100. These are 
household names. Puma led with 49 points, followed by last 
year’s leader Kering – the French owner of  Gucci, Balenciaga 
and Yves Saint Laurent – Levi Strauss, H&M Group and new 
entrant Burberry.

Key Facts
Yesterday’s iPaper carried a useful summary of  the 
environmental cost of  the fashion industry.
• The fashion industry is responsible for around 10 per cent 

of  humanity’s total greenhouse gas emissions and is the 
fifth most polluting industry in the world.

• 93 billion cubic metres of  water – enough to meet the 
needs of  five million people – is used by the clothing 
industry each year.

• 500,000 tons of  microfibre, equal to three million barrels 
of  oil, are dumped by the clothing industry into the ocean 
annually. 

• More than half  of  clothes thrown away end up in landfill.
• The fashion industry’s greenhouse gas emissions will surge 

more than 50 per cent by 2030, at current rates.
Shoddy

The cost-of-living crisis is going to drive more firms to the 
wall as people buy fewer clothes and companies cut standards 
even more in a race to the bottom. The result will be that poor 
people will be paying rock bottom prices for clothes that will 
not last and will be paying that price over and over again. What 
a world it would be if  we could all afford to buy quality clothes 
that looked good, lasted and saved us money in the long term, 
so we did not feel obliged to buy the shoddy disposable goods 
that are today’s business model. 
Victorian socialist, William Morris, campaigned against this 
waste of  resources and the environmental damage it caused over 
120 years ago. Morris hated ugliness and shoddy workmanship. 
His passion was for beauty and good craftmanship. I will try to 
follow his advice not to “keep anything in your house unless it 
is beautiful or useful,” as I look in my wardrobe to choose my 
outfit for the Jubilee celebrations!
This article originally appeared online: https://
creatingsocialism.org/how-missguided-is-the-fashion-
industry/ 

Without low paid workers there would be 
no fashion industry

Photo courtesy of Waligorahim
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Written constitution?
Johnson’s crimes as PM include breaking 
international law, tearing up the ministerial code, 
ordaining police stop and search “without any 
cause for suspicion”, removing British citizenship 
at whim and waging war against institutions like 
the civil service and the BBC. Without a written 
constitution we rely on the Queen’s consent.

Queen’s Consent is an archaic instrument giving 
the monarch advance sight of proposed laws. 
Her consent is required before legislation can be 
debated by parliament. Ministers must also alert 
the Queen when legislation may affect either the 
royal prerogative or the private interests of the 
crown.

In the 1970s the Queen directed her lawyers 
to put pressure on government to keep her 
shareholdings secret. The monarchy is also 
exempt from the Freedom of Information Act, 
making accountability impossible.

The monarch can also choose to do nothing. 
Everyone knew Rees-Mogg was lying over 
prorogation, but the Queen chose to go along 
with it and consented. It took the Supreme Court 
to unanimously decide it was illegal.

Polly Toynbee: “There is no brake on an errant prime 
minister in a country without a written constitution, where a 
warped electoral system denies fair representation and there 
is no effective head of state to guard against law-breaking. 
The unelected Queen must do what the prime minister tells 
her to.”

Church of England
The monarch is the Supreme Governor of the 

Church of England, with the authority 
to appoint high-ranking members of the 
church. 26 seats are reserved for the clergy 
in the House of Lords (the only other 
country with this arrangement is Iran).

Jeremy Corbyn: “We are a multicultural, multi-faith 
society and no religion or church should be given pre-
eminence over others.”

This is an increasingly popular view, even 
among senior church figures. Only 14% 
of people identify as C of E yet on his 
coronation King Charles will be asked, 
“Will you preserve unto the bishops and 
clergy of England, and to the churches 
there committed to their charge, all such 
rights and privileges, as by law do or shall 
appertain to them or any of them?” The UK 
is the only country in Europe to retain a 
religious ceremony to crown a new monarch.

Duchy of Cornwall
This estate is given to the eldest son of 
the monarch. It is the third biggest estate 
in the country, 0.2% of UK land, and 
includes the Oval cricket ground. Special 
legal powers are granted to the owner, e.g., 
planning approval. This was particularly 
evident when the Clown Prince gave 
himself consent to develop Poundbury, a 
village bordering Dorchester. Designed to 
go back in time it’s been described as “fake, 
heartless, authoritarian and grimly cute”.

The Duchy’s legal arrangements are opaque, 
and it’s exempt from Corporation and 
Capital Gains Tax. Farmers who compete 
with the estate’s produce say it therefore has 
an unfair advantage. Since 1993 the Prince 
has voluntarily paid tax on estate earnings 
– but only after expenses, which include 
private secretaries and valets. There’s little 
or no public accountability. Like most rich 
people the Prince can choose how much tax 
he pays. William Nye, the Prince’s Private 
Secretary from 2011-2015, said it would be 
‘inappropriate’ to open the Duchy books to 
the National Audit Office.
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HISTORY TODAY AND TOMORROW
Before Marx, history was rooted in the past. OK, 
history is about the past, I’ll grant you that. But 
most history was written, not to explain the past, 
but to justify the present. 

It began with religion. The past was God’s will, 
and so was the present and the future. When I 
was a Christian I remember singing,

God is working His purpose out

As year succeeds to year

God is working His purpose out

And the time is drawing near

According to the hymn writer, God was just 
waiting for us to complete his work of converting 
the whole world, then Jesus would come back to 
rule heaven on earth and history would end in 
eternal peace and glory. 

In Marx’s time, the dominant theory in Britain 
was the Whig interpretation of history. Instead 
of God we had Englishness and the idea that 
history was our story of inevitable progress. Now 
we were working our purpose out, and instead 
of converting the world, we would conquer the 
world for the British Empire.

We have now been eclipsed by American 
exceptionalism. This is an equally unreliable 
guide to history. Witness Francis Fukuyama, 
whose 1992 book, ‘The End of History’, argued 
that the West’s victory over the Soviet Union and 
the end of the Cold War marked the pinnacle 
of human achievement.  ‘No More History 
Any More’ to paraphrase The Stranglers. Alex 

Callinicos responded with a Marxist 
critique, ‘The Revenge of History.’ 
Though it is the people rather than 
the powers that be who have suffered 
that revenge. 

Back to Marx, who thought that the 
end of suffering would mark the 
beginning of human history, not its 
end. Marx argued that history was 
not a tale of uninterrupted progress. 
It was shaped by the daily struggle 
to acquire the necessities of life 
through work. Work was the source 
of all wealth, but not the source of all 
power. Slavery, feudalism, and now 
capitalism determined who worked 
and who benefited. 

According to Marx, every epoch was 
characterised by conflict between 
rival classes over control of the 
wealth, the surplus that remained 
once the necessities of life had been 
produced. For the whole of history 
the people who actually produced the 
wealth, be they slaves or peasants or 
workers, had very little say in this 
struggle. 

Marx posed the question, what 
would our future history look like 
if the common people, the real 
wealth creators, not only had a say, 
but also had the power? What if if 
we could release the creativity and 
inventiveness that is ground down in 
people as they are ground down by 
the daily struggle to survive? Imagine 
a future where we are the history 
makers!  And that is why Marxists 
strive for socialism. Not for God or 
Empire or the American Way, but 
for the Many not the Few. It’s taking 
longer than we thought. It’s taking 
longer than Marx thought. Does that 
mean he was wrong? 

More next week.  



June 5th 2022

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
 I

NT
ER

NA
TI

ON
AL

Left turn in Colombia could be stalled 

Mike Stanton

There is a 
change in South 

America. 
Recent elections 

have seen 
victories for 
the Left in 
a number 
of  Latin 
American 
countries

Can the left win in Colombia and break 
the right-wing stranglehold on political 
power? There has never been a left-

wing president, but Gustavo Petro (Historical 
Pact) topped the poll when Sunday’s votes were 
counted. The only question is, can he now achieve 
enough votes to claim outright victory in the 
run-off  against the leading right-wing candidate 
Rodolfo Hernandez (League of  Anti-Corruption 
Rulers), who is running a single-issue campaign 
to root out corruption and has the support of  the 
Colombian establishment.
When Petro voted he said,

We cannot continue where we are going. There is a 
social explosion, a deep social crisis… Never in my 
life have I seen Colombia as it is today.
Colombia 2022:  Petro Affirms Commitment to Historical 
Change | News | teleSUR English

That is some statement when you remember that drug cartels 
and the left-wing groups like the Revolutionary Armed Forces 
of  Colombia (Farc) have battled each other and government 
forces for 50 years and 260,000 people have died as a result. 
Petro was himself  an M-19 guerrilla fighter until that group 
gave up the armed struggle in the late 1980s. 

Violence Continues
Colombia remains a violent place even though the guerrilla 
war largely ended following a peace deal with Farc, concluded 
in 2016. Duque was nicknamed the narco-president for his 
alleged ties to organised crime. Human rights groups have 
reported that in the last three years there have been 219 
massacres with a total of  836 victims.
During the Duque term there’s been a total of  219 massacres 
in 3 years, with a total of  836 victims. The number has likely 
gone up since. Colombia is fighting to rid itself  from what 
many consider one of  the most corrupt narco-governments 
in the world. pic.twitter.com/RlpP3GDmkl
— Fiorella Isabel (@FiorellaIsabelM) May 24, 2022
There have been death threats to Petro and his running mate, 
Francia Marquez, who is bidding to become the first Black, 
female vice president in Colombia’s history. In the three 
months preceding the election campaign over 200 people were 
subject to violent intimidation, and, according to the Peace 
and Reconciliation Foundation the majority were elected 

Socialists around the world will 
have their fingers crossed for 
Gustavo Petro in the second 

round on June 18th

https://www.telesurenglish.net/news/Colombia-2022-Petro-Affirms-Commitment-to-Historical-Change-20220529-0008.html
https://www.telesurenglish.net/news/Colombia-2022-Petro-Affirms-Commitment-to-Historical-Change-20220529-0008.html
https://t.co/RlpP3GDmkl
https://twitter.com/FiorellaIsabelM/status/1529177644738158592?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://www.telesurenglish.net/news/200-Victims-of-Violence-During-Election-Campaign-in-Colombia-20220516-0019.html
https://www.telesurenglish.net/news/200-Victims-of-Violence-During-Election-Campaign-in-Colombia-20220516-0019.html
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All eyes are on 
Ukraine at the 
moment. But it 
will not be long 
before the USA 
looks south to its 
own ‘backyard.’ 
If  Lula da Silva 
can add Brazil to 
the Left’s tally, a 
South American 
bloc of  progressive 

regimes could 
have the power 
to resist Biden 
and thwart the 
USA’s imperial 
ambitions in the 

region.

officials like governors, mayors and councillors. Twenty-nine 
were murdered. Since the campaign began the most victimised 
political group has been Petro’s Historical Pact coalition.
In the year preceding the election The Electoral Observation 
Mission (MOE) of  Colombia reported that with 581 violent 
acts against political, social and community leaders, the 
pre-electoral period of  the 2021-2022 legislative elections 
represents the most violent of  the last 12 years in the nation.

Free and Fair Elections?
Armed militias and crime gangs have been intimidating voters 
in parts of  Colombia. These groups have re-emerged because 
successive governments have failed to keep the promises made 
in the peace deal with Farc. Petro has promised to honour 
the agreement. But if  he does wins the right may try to use 
the upsurge in violence to challenge his legitimacy. Meanwhile 
the electoral registrar in Colombia has refused to permit both 
the Historical Pact and international auditors access to the 
vote counting software, citing “property rights” of  the private 
corporation outsourced to conduct the count.

Change is Coming
There is a change in South America. Recent elections have 
seen victories for the Left in a number of  Latin American 
countries in the so-called Pink Tide. It is easy to understand 
why. There has been a growing gap between rich and poor. 
Covid exacerbated a trend to enrich corrupt regimes at the 
expense of  their poverty-stricken citizens who also bore the 
brunt of  pandemic. If  Petro wins he will be in good company. 
But the real challenge for leftist leaders will be to deliver on 
their promises at a time when capitalism is heading for a 
world-wide recession and the USA is once more exercising 
its imperialist muscle under Biden. All eyes are on Ukraine 
at the moment. But it will not be long before the USA looks 
south to its own ‘backyard.’ If  Lula da Silva can add Brazil to 
the Left’s tally, a South American bloc of  progressive regimes 
could have the power to resist Biden and thwart the USA’s 
imperial ambitions in the region.
BREAKING NEWS: Gustavo Petro came top during the first 
round of  the country’s presidential election on Sunday with 
40% of  the vote and will face businessman Rodolfo Hernandez, 
who got 27% of  first choice votes, in a second round in June. 
However, whilst Petro won 8 million first choice votes, the 
combined right-wing vote was over 11 million, making it 
unlikely that Petro will emerge as the eventual winndr.

This article originally appeared online: https://creatingsocialism.
org/can-the-left-win-in-colombia/ 

https://creatingsocialism.org/former-student-activist-wins-chile-election/
https://creatingsocialism.org/can-the-left-win-in-colombia/
https://creatingsocialism.org/can-the-left-win-in-colombia/


June 5th 2022

IN
 M

AY
’S

 C
RI

TI
CA

L 
M

AS
S 

M
AG

AZ
IN

E

“We are better than this” and “What sort of  country are we?” These were the 
words of  David Davis, firstly in April and then last week, referring to the 
Government’s shameful plans for those seeking sanctuary in the UK. Davis 

was Shadow Home Secretary from 1994 to 1997 and Tory Cabinet member from 
2016 to 2018.  He also fulfilled other roles for the party, including chair in 2001/2002, 
and was a leadership candidate twice. He has seen Tory leaders come and go and 
has had a wealth of  political experience. Yet even Davis, a one time advocate of  
capital punishment and of  restricting women’s abortion rights and opponent of  
LGBT rights, has seen what we have become, how unprincipled and heartless the 
current Tory administration and how immoral Priti Patel’s policies.

Detention awaits the courageous refugees who reach our 
shores

Priti Patel is in charge of  a system which lets down thousands of  asylum-seekers, including many children. 
These are vulnerable human beings fleeing potentially catastrophic backgrounds./
What happens to the desperate people who cross the English Channel in overcrowded, unsafe vessels, 
risking their lives navigating a major shipping lane, knowing others have drowned there? At least 28,500 
people made the attempt in 2021. There are many stories from detainees about the horrific experiences 
they have had in detention. However, our MSM rarely draws attention to the injustices meted out to 
detainees in the UK. 
The majority who arrive find themselves in one of  our detention centres, where uncertainty awaits them. 
In 2020, journalist Harriet Morphy-Morris described the centres as dehumanising, traumatic, insanitary 
and overcrowded. There is mistreatment and neglect, and voices were raised in protest, arguing that the 
centres should be closed, especially as Covid was spreading rapidly at the time because precautions were 
not taken to prevent it. “There has been no action from the government despite conditions pushing 
detainees to breaking point and campaigners warning of  a surge in self-harm incidents.”
These unfortunate detainees are not serving a criminal sentence, yet very often there appears to be no 
time limit to their loss of  freedom. They may exist in a state of  constant anxiety about their fate, spending 

https://greenworld.org.uk/article/uk-immigration-detention-centres-dehumanising-and-traumatic
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days on end in limbo with no certainty regarding their future and often without hope. They fear detention coming 
to an end, as they are afraid of  potential outcomes, and yet they fear the prospect of  almost indefinite detention. 
There have been numerous reports of  panic attacks, hysteria and despair.
The mental toll on detainees is enormous. K.A., writing anonymously for Unlocked a few years ago, after 
experiencing detention, commented, “Eight months after my release from detention, I’m still trying to put the 
pieces back together and there is not a single day I do not get flashbacks of  my experiences in detention.“
A few of  the detainees may have criminal records, often for something minor, but so many have done nothing 
wrong, nothing that could merit the term ‘illegal’ which is so often attached to them.

The forgotten victims of  short-term holding facilities 
Conditions vary, but short-term holding facilities (STHFs), where arrivals are very often sent immediately, are 
reported to be in a particularly shameful state, and those confined in them are among the most forgotten and 
overlooked victims of  Tory rule in Britain.
Most of  the information on STHFs comes from government documents, but from 4th to 11th November 2018, 
Unlocked (Unlocking Detention) focused on the hundreds of  people held under immigration powers in short-
term holding facilities and prisons across the UK. Unlocked emphasised that no one should be held in STHFs for 
longer than 24 hours, although there are some residential facilities and other short-term units where people can be 
held for up to seven days. SHTFs seem to be a low priority for the government. “They are notorious for having 
austere conditions – no natural light, limited ventilation, and very little in terms of  regime.”

Border Force is not fit for purpose
There are some reports of  life and conditions in these facilities, and HMI Prisons (Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of  
Prisons) realised in 2020 how disgraceful, humiliating and soul destroying they are. For the first time in March 
2020, Border Force short-term holding facilities had a national inspection by HMI Prisons. There had been 
previous inspections of  individual facilities or groups but nothing on this scale which covered the country as a 
whole.
HMI Prisons discovered there were a number of  operational short-term holding facilities which had not been 
brought to their attention previously by the Home Office and, after further questioning, there were inspections 
of  13 STHFs across the country, eight at ports and five at airports. Border Force was not able to supply enough 
detailed information about the numbers of  detainees, their profiles or how long their detention had lasted. It 
appears that detainees could be held initially for quite long periods, for over 24 hours, “in facilities that were not 
fit for purpose.” The inspectors also found “inadequate leadership and management of  detention”. Further, 
the inspectors reported that the lack of  available information “suggests an alarming lack of  oversight and 
accountability”. Staff  felt as if  they had been overlooked and did not receive national guidance, and no information 
about best practice was passed on to them. The inspectors decided the leaders should take a thorough audit of  
detention to make sure all the facilities were identified and properly equipped and had competent management.
Five sites on the coast which received refugees were inspected; refugees who had in all likelihood fled catastrophes, 
had long been displaced from their homes, had spent some years travelling, then waiting in hope and finally 
crossing the sea in dangerous craft, very often to Dover. 
Inspectors found areas of  concern in all stages of  the arrival and reception process. The facilities in Dover 
“resembled a building site and were not fit for purpose”. Those arriving were often wet and cold and could spend 
hours remaining chilled and crowded in small units before they were moved. There was a lack of  basic supplies of  
dry clean clothes, and there were poor bathroom facilities. The other sites on the south coast often held people in 
crowded conditions for a considerable time without sleeping facilities, showers or access to open air.
In the three months up until 31st August 2020, 29% of  unaccompanied children were held for over 24 hours in 
Kent, and a 15-year-old was held for 66 hours. Safeguarding arrangements for vulnerable adults and unaccompanied 
children were weak, with vulnerabilities not clearly identified. There were instances when children had been moved 
to adult centres. There was a case where social services had not been informed by UK Visas and Immigration 
that a child had been moved to accommodation in London, and there was no assurance that the child would be 
satisfactorily cared for.
Another issue which arose at all sites was the failure to provide adequate professional interpreting services and the 

https://unlocked.org.uk/2018/11/13/week-3-short-term-holding-facilities-and-prisons/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1003090/hmip-annual-report-accounts-2020-21-large-print.pdf
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FURTHER READING 
This article appeared as part of  Issue 15 of  Critical Mass Magazine, 
which you can find here.
Issue 15 also contains articles by Dave Middleton, Luke Andreski, Susie 
Granic, Tanweer Dar, Amber Goth, Fiat Knox, Marilyn Tyzack, Mike 
Stanton, Jo Buchanan and Howard Thorp, plus 
our monthly podcast, The Critical Mass Socialist Hour,  featuring an 
interview with social activist and mental health campaigner Michelle 
Torez.

use of  abridged asylum screening interviews. This led to a risk that those who were detained were not properly 
informed about what was going on and again that safeguarding issues would not be identified.
Border Force failed to prepare satisfactorily for a predictable increase in arrivals in small boats, yet these had 
been growing in number since late 2018. But still the facilities at Dover “remained poorly equipped to meet their 
purpose and important processes had broken down”. There should have been a coordinated strategic action 
involving different Home Office agencies and the port authorities.
Some arrivals were sent to Penally camp in Pembrokeshire and Napier barracks in Folkestone. In February 2021 
there was an inspection of  accommodation by HMI Prisons with the Independent Chief  Inspector of  Borders 
and Immigration (ICIBI) “We identified poor outcomes and serious failures of  leadership and management… The 
general environment of  both sites was impoverished, rundown and not suitable for long-term accommodation”. 
The level of  cleanliness was variable.
“At both sites, residents reported high levels of  stress, depression, and despondency.” They were extremely 
discouraged because there was too little communication from the Home Office and they were frustrated at the 
lack of  information about their asylum claims and when they might be able to leave the sites. There were a number 
of  cases of  individuals who were at high risk of  self  harm who had been kept at Napier barracks for a long 
time without suitable support. There had also been some serious self  harm incidents, and those at risk were in a 
“decrepit, filthy and damp isolation block, which was unfit for habitation”. At times children were kept alongside 
adults while waiting for an age assessment. Not long after the inspection, Penally Camp was closed and there were 
changes at Napier Barracks, including the closure of  the isolation block.

An unacceptable number of  detainees are in prison
According to Unlocked: “Those detained in prisons are even less visible than those held elsewhere in the UK’s 
detention estate, and face additional challenges.” At the time of  writing 14.4% of  the total population detained 
under immigration powers were being kept in prisons. Some appeared to have no access to legal representation 
and support. In 2018 fewer than one in 10 had had advice from an immigration solicitor. Some face being held 
indefinitely under immigration powers.

Despite trauma many refugees speak out and make a difference
It is clear that conditions where migrants are held vary considerably, but the most abysmal appear to be the STHFs 
and the prisons. It is desperately tragic that some refugees are returned to the countries they fled from, their fate 
uncertain and never to be heard of  again. Putting people at risk in this way is an appalling reflection on the state of  
UK justice today. Detention results in lasting trauma, but detainees can emerge and tell their stories and so often 
begin new lives with a message of  hope. In the words of  K.A.:
What I would say to people out there reading this is never give up. You only lose when you give up. More importantly, tell your story. 
These little voices coming together that will send out the greater voice to make a difference. Your voice can make a difference.

https://creatingsocialism.org/free-julian-assange-he-risks-losing-everything/
https://creatingsocialism.org/how-forgotten-peoples-are-kept-in-the-margins/
https://creatingsocialism.org/truth-is-a-weapon/
https://creatingsocialism.org/investigative-journalism-a-look-back-to-when-words-truly-were-weapons/
https://creatingsocialism.org/investigative-journalism-a-look-back-to-when-words-truly-were-weapons/
https://creatingsocialism.org/from-the-river-to-the-sea/
https://creatingsocialism.org/the-uk-authoritarian-oligarchy-and-how-to-oppose-it/
https://creatingsocialism.org/sense-out-of-nonsense-northern-ireland-brexit-and-liz-truss/
https://creatingsocialism.org/civil-service-under-attack-again/
https://creatingsocialism.org/barates-and-regina-and-many-more/
https://creatingsocialism.org/barates-and-regina-and-many-more/
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https://creatingsocialism.org/how-uk-mental-health-services-stole-my-father/
https://creatingsocialism.org/how-uk-mental-health-services-stole-my-father/
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POETRY CORNER
Worker’s United ✊ 
 
When will this country get off its knees? 
When the party is over or when there’s no more 
sleaze? 
When a tractor has been driven through parliament? 
Or an MP pays his second home rent with our taxes? 
Or when there’s yet another slow response to yet 
another disease? 
That stole 15 million lives... 
How is it that MPs 
Give themselves more..? yet we 
Are subject to a pay freeze? 
 
Will we get angry when our fuel bills rise 
While energy companies flash billions of dollars in 
front of our eyes... 
Will we see through their web of lies? 
Or just accept that our money buys 
Us less and less 
The climate crisis is an absolute disaster 
And while the ice caps melt faster and faster 
Fossil fuel fires continue to burn 
When will we ever learn 
That capitalism is not the answer? 
Our children challenge those who procrastinate 
We cannot wait for it to be too late! 
You cannot eat money off your plate 
When the planet is dead. 
 
We are not responsible for this ‘Eton’ mess 
It’s not our fault that the banks default on their own 
debt 
Or that there’s no longer a welfare state or safety net 
We’re not to blame for endless pointless wars 
Nor money found for bombs while interest soars 
That is their doing 
Those that rule and lord it over our class 
The workers, that’s us! The critical mass 
The 99%, the many 
Not the few...who think they are worthier than you! 
Eastbourne the tide is turning 
The binmen’s strike is a lesson worth learning 
Solidarity is key, build the ranks 
You always lose if you never fight 
We workers should get off our knees and unite 
Shelley-like 
To 
Rise like Lions after slumber In unvanquishable 
number-- Shake your chains to earth like dew 
Which in sleep had fallen on you-- Ye are many -- they 
are few.’
Louise Walton

Image courtesy of marctasman
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Another issue of  The Sunday Socialist and it 
is hard not to feel that the world has gone just 
a bit mad.
I’m writing this against a media onslaught 
telling me that one of  the richest families in 
the world are wonderful and I should celebrate 
the fact that they still have all that wealth.
Meanwhile, I know that families across the 
UK and even more so in other countries, 
regularaly go hungry. Some of  those people 
will, no doubt, be celebrating. I know too 
that those suffering the most tend to have a 
different coloured skin to most of  the people 
smiling on that balcony.
Does it really matter? If  people want to have  
a party surely it is churlish to argue against it. 
After all, this has been a hard couple of  years 
as we have been ravished by a pandemic that 
nobody saw coming, only to find ourselves in 
the grip of  a recession nobody saw coming.
Except, people warned us about the pandemic 
and those with the power to do something 
about it chose to ignore the warnings. An 
issue not just in one country but almost every 
country of  the world where the pandemic 
showed up both the lack of  preparation and 
the effects of  running down the health service.
In the UK we are keen to believe that our 
NHS is somehow unique. In some ways it 
is. But being unique is not the same as being 
the best. The same impulse that gets people 
waving their silly little flags also blinds us to 
the fact that the UK is a second rate country 
and has been for some time.
What of  the recession? Elsewhere in this issue 
we have seen how rapidly prices are rising. We 
don’t have the resources to follow price rises 
of  too many items, but just the 14 we have 
chosen show that in only one month, prices of  
budget items have risen by over 4%. For lower 
income families this is absolutely devastating. 
It means, literally, a choice between food on 

the table or not. 
The UK and most of  Europe for that matter are rich. In 
the sense that there is an enormous amount of  wealth. 
Unfortunately, that wealth is concentrated increasingly 
in the hands of  a smaller and smaller number of  
individuals. Those individuals have a powerful role in 
creating the recession we are all about to live through. 
Assuming the climate emergency does not get us first, 
of  course.
Nobody wants to lose money. But, the nature of  a 
competitive system is that individual parts of  that system 
are in competition with one another. Whilst it may be 
in the interests of  the system as a whole for them to 
cooperate, that is simply not how the system works.
One rich person losing a lot of  money may not seem to 
you to be a bad thing. They’ve had it coming for a long 
time. The problem is that investments failing inevitably 
mean job losses. When a capitalist sneezes, it means 
pneumonia for the workforce. We are seeing this now as 
more and more workers are being squeezed. Wages are 
the cause of  inflation, greed isn’t apparently.
There is good news. Workers are starting to fight back. 
They are refusing hire and rehire agreements. It will 
be postal workers on Monday who will be the latest to 
strike.
Strikes, in and of  themselves, are not revolutionary. 
As Lenin discussed trade union consciousness is not 
the same as revolutionary consciousness. What Lenin 
probably failed to say is that revolutions are not caused 
by consciousness. As Marx said it is not consciousness 
that determines being, but being that determines 
consciousness.
What he meant, I think, is that no matter how we believe 
that ideas shape the universe the truth is that ideas are 
formed in concrete conditions. Most important of  those 
conditions is the mode of  production. In other words, 
strikes are important when they become generalised. 
When, rather than just defending sectional interests 
workers begin to realise that the system is rigged 
against them and that they have to confront that system 
collectively to do anything about it.
We have been badly let down by the ruling class. Over 
the pandemic, over the environment and over liberal 
ideas like equality and meritocracy. Whilst it may appear 
we are living through bad times, all tunnels come to an 
end and there is certainly light at the end of  this one.
Solidarity with the postal workers and the Missguided 
workers Mike writes about in this issue. Socialists must 
keep heart. There will be flag waving, but next time let’s 
make it the red flag of  socialism.
Dave Middleton


