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Julian Assange extradition • Tory rail strike lies • Rwanda flights halted • A new deal for renters? • 
Plus Notes from the Edge featuring Luke Andreski, Marilyn Tyzack, Fiat Knox, Mike Stanton, plus a 
new poem from Harvey John
And, food inflation hits 68% - latest 

This week we saw how protesters, lawyers and, finally, the 
European Court of  Human Rights managed to shut down 
the planned flight to Rwanda of  refugees. Although it did 
ultimately come down to the ECHR ruling, the lawyers 
worked hard for these people and protesters were willing 
to be arrested to stop this inhumane act.
It’s astounding how many people believe protests and/or 
strikes accomplish nothing, but we’d have fewer rights now 
if  not for both. People have been affected already by RMT 
strikes (which are not over train drivers’ pay as mainstream 
media would have you believe) and millions more will be as 
the union is about to stage three more 24-hour strikes this 
month. But to those complaining about not being able to 
get to work, we would say you are falling into the trap set 
by employers and the government of  blaming your fellow 
workers rather than those profiting from your labour. We 
must stand shoulder to shoulder with comrades in the 
RMT and any union, for if  we don’t who will stand with us 
when our time comes?
Yesterday, hundreds of  thousands from all over the UK 
gathered in London for the TUC demonstration to decry 
the rising cost of  living and demand increased wages 
and labour protections. Many groups marched - from 
the disabled and environmentalists to those supporting 
the NHS in its time of  crisis - and, again, we must show 
solidarity with them.
We have been suffering under the Tories for 12 long years 
but the COVID pandemic has shone an ever brighter light 
on the inequalities faced by so many. The government and 
many employers are of  the mindset that we should be 
grateful for any crumbs which fall our way and as the boot 
on our necks presses ever harder, more and more people 
are prepared to stand up to them and say ‘no more’.
With Labour now offering no opposition to the Tories 
amid the cost of  living crisis, the breakdown of  the climate, 
our rights being eroded… we must stand together. We are 
the many, they are the few. Photo by Jo Buchanan
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A dark day 
for Press 

freedom and 
for British 
democracy 

The decision 
will be 

appealed.

Wikileaks

On Friday afternoon it was announced that Home 
Secretary Priti Patel has signed the extradition 
order allowing Julian Assange to be extradited 

to America. He will face 18 charges of  aiding and 
abetting Chelsea Manning. If  convicted he could face 
life imprisonment in a maximum security prison.
In their statement Priti Patel’s office said: 

“UK courts have not found that it would be oppressive, 
unjust or an abuse of  process to extradite Mr Assange. Nor 
have they found that extradition would be incompatible with 
his human rights, including his right to a fair trial and to 
freedom of  expression, and that whilst in the US he will be 
treated appropriately, including in relation to his health.”
Supporters of  Julian Assange are in a state of  shock and a sense of  rage 
at the obvious injustice. Coming just days after British warmonger-in-
chief  Tony Blair received a knighthood, the decision to extradite Julian 
shows that British justice is far from impartial. In this case it is, in effect, 
an arm of  the American military who wanted to keep their dirty secrets, 
secret.
In a statement, Wikileaks said:

“A dark day for Press freedom and for British democracy 
The decision will be appealed.”
That appeal will go to the British High Court, which has not shown 
itself  to be a friend of  justice thus far. The petition to free Assange has 
now reached 700,00 signatures worldwide. You can sign here.
This article originally appeared online:
https://creatingsocialism.org/breaking-news-patel-signs-extradition-
order/ 

Patel signs Assange 
extradition order

https://chng.it/v4Mp8GbcHW
https://creatingsocialism.org/breaking-news-patel-signs-extradition-order/
https://creatingsocialism.org/breaking-news-patel-signs-extradition-order/
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Our Basket
Cornflakes
Cheese
Bread
Milk
Pizza
Tomato soup
Tea bags
Margerine
Baked beans
Crisps
Digestives
Apples
Pasta
TOTAL

Cost this week
0.55
2.19
0.59
1.05
0.99
0.45
0.95
1.09
0.13
2.89
0.45
1.39
1.39
14.33

Items in red represent those which have had a price rise since May 15th.

Cost May 15th
0.55
1.89
0.55
0.95
0.99
0.45
0.95
1.09
0.13
2.79
0.39
0.99
1.19
13.43

Cost last week
0.55
1.99
0.59
0.99
0.99
0.45
0.95
1.09
0.13
2.89
0.39
1.39
1.39
14.01

Food inflation is now running at an annual rate of  68% if  our 
basket of  goods is typical. Of  the 14 items we are monitoring 
seven, and you don’t need a degree in maths to realise that is a 
half, have risen over the past six weeks.
This week the 14 items rose by 32p making it the largest rise 
since we started monitoring. In just six weeks this small 
basket of  budget goods, from budget store Aldi, hasrisen 
by 90p. Guess how much the income of  people on low 
incomes has risen over that period? That is right, not a 
penny. In fact, in addition to struggling to pay for food, 
they have also seen rises in just about everything else.
If  you are in rented accommodation, you are quite likely to 
be facing an increase in rents. Despite the Tories newfound 
enthusiasm for tenants rights (see Susie Granic’s article in 
this issue) the fact is that landlords can still respond to so-
called market forces, or what you and I might call, naked greed. 
According to Rightmove the average rent (outside London) 
has risen in the past 13 weeks by 1.8%, from £1,068 per month 
(around £246 per week) to £1,088 per month (around £251 per 
week). These increases may not sound much; after all in 13 weeks they have only gone up a fiver, but if  
you are struggling on a low income that fiver has to come from somewhere.
What this means is that on top of  the well publicised increases in gas and electricity, the average family is 
being squeezed on the weekly trip to the supermarket and by landlords who, whatever their qualities as 
human beings – and they are not all the incarnation of  Perec Rachman the notorious landlord from the 
50’s and 60’s – feel that price increases to them should be passed on to their tenants.
We are making a simple point in this series of  articles. Whatever the headline figure for inflation, and it is 
currently around 7.8% according to the Office for National Statistics (ONS), the figure hides more than 
it reveals. This is worth repeating. That 7.8% is, supposedly, how much goods have risen over 12 months. 
So between May 2021 and May 2022 according to the ONS prices rose by 7.8%. But, we are seeing a rise 
of  6.7% in just six weeks. 
Think about it. If  prices have risen 6.7% in the past 6 weeks, then according to official figures they rose 
only 1.1% in the preceding 46 weeks. Ask yourself, does that seem credible? No, it’s something of  a con. 
We have all known for a while that 
the annual pay round is leaving us 
short-changed. It is not always 
clear exactly how. The reason is 
actually quite simple. When you 
get your inflation adjusted rise, it is 
simply putting you back to where 
you were 12 months previously, 
it is not insuring you against the 
rises that are going to occur in 
the next 12 months. Each year 
your income, relative to previous 
years, falls unless your pay rise 
is significantly above inflation 
to account for future rises. But 
then we are told that wages cause 
inflation. On which we will talk 
more next week.

https://www.rightmove.co.uk/news/rental-price-tracker/
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Rwanda Flight Stopped
The campaign to stop the Rwanda flight has stepped 
up since we published our report last week. The 
European Court of  Human Rights stopped the 
flight with a ruling on Tuesday 14th June. Before 
then on Sunday, protesters gathered at Brook House, 
Gatwick, where refugees were being detained prior 
to deportation. Their chants of  “No Rwanda” were 
echoed by detainees on the other side of  the barbed 
wire. 
More protests took place on Monday in Downing 
Street, at the Home Office and at the Courts of  Justice, 
after a High Court judge refused a legal challenge to 
stop the flight ahead of  a full court hearing planned 
for next month. The Court of  Appeal then upheld his 
ruling. 
Meanwhile, thanks to the legal team from Care4Calais 
who have been working with all those known to be at 
risk of  deportation to Rwanda, the number of  people 
scheduled to leave went down from from 31 to eight. 
If  you do nothing else, please consider donating to 
their appeal for funds to continue the legal challenge.

Terrible Stories
Most of  those at risk are victims of  torture, trafficking 
and other forms of  abuse. Care4Calais have been 
tweeting stories like this.

Today I had the most amazing phone call. 
A man who has suffered the worst torture I 
have ever had described to me has just had 
his ticket to Rwanda cancelled. For at least 
ten minutes we have both cried on the phone 
with total happiness and relief.
Care4Calais on Twitter
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A man who has 
suffered the worst 

torture I have ever had 
described to me has 
just had his ticket to 

Rwanda cancelled. For 
at least ten minutes 

we have both cried on 
the phone with total 
happiness and relief.

https://creatingsocialism.org/stop-rwandan-offshore-detention/
https://care4calais.org/news/many-deportees-saved-some-still-threatened/
https://care4calais.org/donate-now/
https://twitter.com/Care4Calais
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Why Rwanda?
Church leaders, Prince Charles, the United Nations Refugee 
Agency, refugee charities in the UK, opposition politicians 
and even some Tories, have united to condemn the policy 
as illegal, immoral, inhumane, too expensive and doomed 
to failure. But even if  the government could overcome 
all these objections, the biggest question remains. Why 
Rwanda? 
Rwanda is at the centre of  an area of  war and instability. 
The neighbouring Democratic Republic of  Congo (DRC) 
is in a semi-permanent state of  war with Rwanda and itself. 
The M23 rebel movement is widely regarded as a proxy for 
the Rwandan government and, when it seized the town of  
Bunagana on Monday, the DRC openly accused Rwanda 
of  an act of  war, saying it was ‘no less than an invasion.’ 

Genocide
In 1994 Hutu supremacists in Rwanda launched a genocide 
against the Tutsi people while the rest of  the world looked 
away. 800,000 people, including moderate Hutus, were 
massacred. Rebel leader Paul Kagame and his forces ended 
the massacre, and he became ruler of  Rwanda. 
Since then, he has been showered with praise and billions 
in foreign aid from western governments whose collective 
guilt blinds them to the knowledge that Kagame is a 
corrupt and cruel dictator. Many thousands of  Rwandans 
are now refugees. He sends assassination squads abroad 
to kill his critics in exile. He sponsors wars that have seen 
tens of  thousands of  deaths amongst Hutus in the DRC. 
Even the UK condemned Rwanda’s human rights record 
months before signing the deal to send refugees to ‘one of  
the safest countries in the world’!

Refugees Welcome Here
The government could end this by taking up France’s 
offer for us to carry out assessments on French territory 
to grant asylum and provide safe travel to refugees who 
want to come to Britain. That would be the decent thing to 
do. Instead, Tory MPs cheered in the House of  Commons 
when they heard that thought that Tuesday’s flight would 
go ahead regardless. Now their racist plans have been 
temporarily thwarted they are seeking to undermine 
authority of  the European Court of  Human Rights and 
sabotage the European Convention on Human Rights.

This article originally appeared online:
https://creatingsocialism.org/stop-rwanda-flight/ 
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Are the Tories courting disaster over Rwanda and the 
Northern Ireland Protocol? Since our own judges were 
mauled by press and politicians alike and labelled 

‘enemies of  the people’ for judgements delivered against the 
government prior to Brexit, they have been more circumspect 
and been more prepared to give the government the benefit of  
the doubt. Over Rwanda the Court of  Appeal said that rather 
than wait for the outcome of  a full legal challenge next month 
there was no reason to stop flights going ahead now because 
deportees could be returned to the UK if  the government lost 
its case! 
International Law
But it is not just UK law at stake here. Riding roughshod over the Northern 
Ireland Protocol will place the government in breach of  international law. 
It signed the Protocol as party to an international treaty. The EU, the USA, 
and more than half  the elected members of  the Northern Ireland Assembly 
are opposing the government’s proposals which threaten to wreck the Good 
Friday Agreement.
With regard to Rwanda, a ruling by the European Court of  Human Rights 
stopped the first flight. So now the cry is up from government ministers and 
backbenchers to withdraw from the Convention. Johnson has hinted that he 
agrees. This would also mean leaving the Council of  Europe of  which we are 
a founding member. Out of  all the nations in Europe that would put us in 
the same club as Belarus, Kazakhstan and Russia, who has just been expelled 
following its invasion of  Ukraine. 
How Are the Mighty Fallen
In May 1948 the Congress of  Europe met in the Hague. Following the horror 
of  World War II, the International Committee of  the Movements for European 
Unity called the Congress and invited over 800 people to attend, including 
politicians from the left and the right, leaders of  employers’ organisations and 
trade unions, journalists, faith leaders and intellectuals. Seventeen countries 
from Western Europe were represented.
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https://creatingsocialism.org/stop-rwanda-flight/
https://freemovement.org.uk/court-of-appeal-rejects-rwanda-injunction-appeal-judgment-transcript/
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Churchill addressing the Hague Conference in 1948 
The Congress was chaired by Winston Churchill, though most of  the working plenaries were chaired by 
Anthony Eden, who was to succeed Churchill as Conservative Party leader and Prime Minister in 1955, and 
Paul van Zeeland, who had served as the leader of  the Catholic Party and as Prime Minister of  Belgium from 
1935-37.
It was not just a talking shop. The Congress was instrumental in establishing the Council of  Europe in 1950, 
which in turn gave us the European Convention on Human Rights in 1953 and the European Court of  Human 
Rights in 1959.
This week the European Court of  Human Rights has captured the headlines with its judgement that the 
UK government’s planned flight to deport refugees to Rwanda is in breach of  the European Convention 
on Human Rights. Despite attempts by far-right Tories to use Brexit as an argument against the Court, it is 
important to remember that the Council of  Europe is not the EU. It has 46 members, including Britain, who 
are all signatories to the European Convention on Human Rights and subject to the rulings of  the European 
Court of  Human Rights. 
Trashing History
When Tories bleat about taking back control, and Johnson hints that we might withdraw from the European 
Convention on Human Rights, we would do well to remember and to remind them of  the following facts.
Churchill supported the Congress of  Europe and the establishment of  the Council of  Europe.
The lead author of  the European Convention on Human Rights was Conservative MP Sir David Maxwell-
Fyfe, later Viscount Kilmuir, who had served as a prosecutor at the Nuremberg Trials of  Nazi war criminals.
When the European Court of  Human Rights was established in 1959, Lord McNair, a British judge, became 
its first President.
Moreover, the United Kingdom was the first country to ratify the Convention in 1950. Under Johnson it could 
become the first country to withdraw.
When Johnson’s government talks of  defying the Court and withdrawing from the Convention in order to 
pursue its grubby little deal with Rwanda and appease the rabid nationalism of  the right-wing extremists in the 
Tory Party, this just goes to show how far the Conservative Party has descended into the mire.
The Tories disregard the rule of  law if  it contradicts their agenda. They show their contempt for international 
law as they criminalise asylum seekers. They impose their own reactionary laws to criminalise our right to 
protest, our right to strike. 
And in doing so they trash the memory of  Conservatives they purport to admire, people like Churchill, 
Maxwell-Fyfe and McNair who, despite their manifest failings and prejudices, stand head and shoulders above 
the spivs and charlatans who lead the modern Conservative Party and are turning the UK into a pariah state 
with their authoritarian regime. 
This article originally appeared online:
https://creatingsocialism.org/are-tories-courting-disaster-over-rwanda/

https://www.cvce.eu/en/obj/the_hague_congress_7_10_may_1948-en-2b82af66-5a01-468d-a241-c214afa19407.html
https://creatingsocialism.org/are-tories-courting-disaster-over-rwanda/
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Rwanda is the worst action of 
an already immoral and corrupt 

Government
I know that thousands of column inches have been 
written on the Rwandan issue. But this, in my view, 
is far worse than anything we have seen so far, even 
from this immoral Tory Government. 

The cruelty and inhumanity of the decision has had 
a similar impact on many people. People seeking 
asylum are not packages to be disposed of at will, 
They are human beings. Many of whom have been 
tortured, who have lost their homes, their jobs, their 
communities, to travel to a country where they had a 
hope of feeling safe again. They are not just “them” or 
“others”. They are sons, daughters, fathers, mothers, 
grandparents. All of whom have had their hopes and 
dreams of a better life shattered.

The overwhelming sadness and desperation of one 
of those at risk of being deported was summed up 
in The Guardian last week. “We all fled our home 
countries for one reason only – because our lives were 
in danger. We hoped that coming to the UK would 
save us but it looks like we were wrong about this.”

What happened to our moral code?
So how is it possible that the moral code, of a so-
called civilised country, is so easily over ridden? Why 
is there no consensus that these are people worthy of 
our compassion and support, not our hostility?

Many reasons have been suggested for the Johnson/
Patel attacks on this vulnerable group. The old 
chestnut about trying to stop people smuggling is seen 

as laughable by anyone with a 
shred of common sense.

To claim asylum in the UK, a 
person must be in the UK. It is 
not possible to apply from outside 
the country, and there is no 
asylum visa. It would therefore 
be much simpler to allow this 
process to take place outside the 
UK, than forcibly deport those 
who make the perilous journey 
across the Channel.

Reference is also made to the 
cost of keeping refugees. Those 
seeking asylum are not allowed to 
work. They are given the princely 
sum of £5.60 a day. All would 
rather take up paid employment 
than suffer the potential price 
of being imprisoned for up to 2 
years.

It has also been suggested that 
this issue has been manufactured 
to further destabilise the red 
wall Labour vote, or to provide 
the ammunition the government 
needs to withdraw from the 
European Court of Human 
Rights.

Whatever the reason, the real 
victims are of course those 
seeking asylum who are at risk 
of being forcibly ejected and 
sent to a country with which 
they have no connection. We 
too are also victims. In pursuing 
this decision, supported by their 
braying well fed Tory supporters 
who are sadly a very vocal 
support base, our country loses 
any reputation we once had for 
justice and fairness. 

As the Iranian man seeking 
asylum said: “This is not what 
we ever expected of Britain”.
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WHILST the Tories are busy flooding social 
media with a petition to ‘Stop Labour’s Strikes’, 
saying that Labour is backing ‘the biggest rail 

strikes since 1989’ and that dozens of  Starmer’s colleagues 
have backed ‘Labour’s summer of  chaos’, Starmer has 
been noticeably silent on the strikes, as have many Labour 
MPs.
Firstly though, let’s lay one of  their lies to rest. The RMT union is not 
affiliated to the Labour Party so the Tories are dead in the water at the 
beginning. Not that a little technicality like truth will stop their supporters 
from lapping up the allegation. In fact, Starmer has not backed the strike 
action nor has his deputy Angela Rayner who called the strike action “lose-
lose” for all sides.
Lisa Nandy has done an admirable job of  fence-sitting on the issue, saying 
Labour is “on the rail workers’ side” but also that they “want to avoid the strikes 
and we’re on the public’s side on this”. and Wes Streeting said a few days ago 
that if  he were an RMT worker “I would be voting to go on strike and I would 
be voting to defend my job, terms and conditions”. Maybe admirable statements, 
but current and ex-Labour supporters see both Streeting’s and Nandy’s 
statements as nothing more than them trying to con prospective voters, in 
a possibly pending leadership contest, into thinking they are now on the 
left of  the party. Most commentators appear to think a leadership contest 
is in the offing and they will throw their hats into the ring and are hoping 
for support from the left of  the party, whatever that is these days.
However, there are still a few Labour MPs with principles and who stand 
on the side of  workers, striking or not. We could have guessed who 
they would be without the right-wing press slamming them as ‘being 
in the pocket of  the unions’. Rebecca Long-Bailey, Diane Abbott, John 
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McDonnell and Ian Lavery have all come under fire for 
receiving donations from RMT in the past. Small donations, 
from around £2,000 to £5,000, which total about £20,000 
and is chicken-feed compared to donations received by Tory 
ministers. Just one example is the £1.3 million in donations 
and gifts from climate sceptics and fossil fuel interests since 
the 2019 general election. 
It should also be noted that the petition circulated on social 
media appears to be a data mining attempt as before one can 
even say whether they are on the side of  the union or not, they 
must give their personal details and also give permission to the 
Tories to use that data. Oliver Dowden, MP for Hertsmere 
and Chairman of  the Conservative Party, who tweeted the 
petition late on Monday also stated in his tweet that “families 
are facing global cost of  living pressures”. 
This is the Oliver Dowden who has received over £6,000 in two 
years from the Policy Research Unit which is a Conservative 
organisation. But we know that Mr Dowden is struggling with 
the cost of  living pressures as on 1st April 2019 he was forced 
to make a claim for expenses totalling 23p for driving around 
his own constituency. And, we promise, that is not an April 
Fools joke. 
Putting the word ‘global’ in may fool Tory voters who want 
to believe the government can do nothing about the cost of  
living crisis but one need only look at countries in Europe to 
see this is not the case. What they are facing is not “cost of  
living pressures” but the consequences of  government policies 
and ineptitude which mean that whilst inflation in our nearest 
neighbours is around 4%, in the UK it has just topped 11%. 
Just who is responsible for this cost of  living crisis?
France and Italy have both limited energy price increases, 
Germany is topping up benefits and has also put in place a 
three-month scheme offering all citizens the use of  regional 
transport for only €9 a month. In New Zealand the government 
is giving low-income families a weekly payment of  $27 (£14) 
for three months and have also reduced fuel prices and the 
cost of  public transport. Mr Dowden and his Eton mates are, 
on the contrary, reducing benefits for those already struggling.
Our government could help with the cost of  living crisis. They 
choose not to. Just as they choose to blame unions for a crisis, 
which whilst not wholly of  its own making as the effects of  
the pandemic and the war in Ukraine cannot be discounted, 
they could do something about. We must not let them get away 
with even more lies, but it would be nice if  we had a leader of  
the opposition who would come out, back the unions and lay 
the blame at the feet of  the Tories, where it belongs. In the 
meantime, we must continue to back those taking the fight 
to this corrupt, incompetent, lying government. Which means 
supporting the RMT.
This article originally appeared online:
https://creatingsocialism.org/dont-believe-the-tories-labour-
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https://creatingsocialism.org/dont-believe-the-tories-labour-is-not-suddenly-on-the-side-of-rmt-strikers/
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Trans Rights In Wales
Welcome to my weekly column about finding, and 
having, a very real, practical faith that we need every 
day, just to get up in the morning.

No Debate
Let’s talk about Wales this week. It’s a topic close to 
my heart. I live here.

The Welsh term Prif Weinidog means “First 
Minister” over here. The First Minister, as of the 
time of writing this, is Mark Drakeford.

Mark is not afraid of saying what he wants to say. 
This has caused a lot of strife in some circles. But 
there is something you need to know.

“Trans Women Are Women ...”
… and trans men are men; and bigender, agender, 
non-binary, intersex, even stargender people, are a 
thing. They are real, and they are represented just as 
much in Wales as everywhere else.

Mark Drakeford was asked to “define a woman,” 
when he came out with his statement the other day. 
Diolch o galon, Mark.

Here’s the thing about that question. It’s a trap. You 
can say pretty much what you like, and the person 
asking the question can never be satisfied because 
they already have ‘All The Answers’. Their minds 
are already made up, and they’re only asking to try 
and catch you out ‘In The Wrong’.

The UK is one of the most transphobic countries 
in the world. It’s a mark of shame on all of us that 
we worship and celebrate such a horrid, bigoted, 

Victorian dualistic conceit. The 
imposition of expectations on what 
men are supposed to do, wear, think, 
and expect out of life is just as hurtful 
to women, because the same voices are 
telling women what they are supposed 
to wear, to do, to think, and to expect 
out of life.

Some people identify as women. Some 
people identify as men. Some people 
identify as neither. I identify as neither.

It is not the problem of the trans 
community that we exist. If you hate 
trans people, the only person with a 
problem is you. And there is something 
you can do about your problem. It’s 
Pride Month. Get educated.

Have a good week, everybody.

Image courtesy of @n3koCardiff

https://www.walesonline.co.uk/news/wales-news/mark-drakeford-says-transgender-women-24167032


13

A SUNDAY SERMON

I have been working on ethics for a long time. In 
2019 I wrote two books on the subject: Intelligent Ethics 
and Ethical Intelligence. Since then, I have leant more 
towards politics, writing Short Conversations: During The 
Plague (2020) and Short Conversations: During The Storm 
(2021). The later books, though more practical, are 
infused with the ethics of the earlier books. I have 
come to see there is really no escaping the need for a 
coherent moral code.

Necessity

Morality is a survival trait for human civilisation. 
Even today’s amoral capitalism would never have 
become so prevalent if, from the start, you couldn’t 
take a person for their word. Business doesn’t work 
if ruthlessness and vicious self-interest are the only 
factors at play. You don’t just need to feel you can 
trust a person when they’re right there in your face; 
you need to know you can trust them when they’re 
four thousand miles away, connected to you by the 
distributed web of commerce and social interaction. 
Trust is what a shared morality offers.

Authority

But there are two essential ingredients needed by any 
morality:

–  Authority

–  Universality

Moral authority cannot be just a feeling or an 
intuition. Feelings and intuitions differ. Inner voices 
say different things.

It cannot just be a whim. You cannot pick and mix. 
That is not morality, that is impulse.

Morality needs to be powered by something bigger 
than ourselves, a ‘because’ that answers the question 
‘Why?’

The need for that ‘because’ is why we keep 
inventing cults and gods.

And morality needs universality. It cannot just 
apply to my family, my village, or my country. 
That is not morality. That is tradition.

IS vs OUGHT

Morality’s need for authority and universality 
gives us a problem. We want something definite 
and factual to legitimise our morality – but facts 
do not easily do that. There is no logic that takes 
you directly from fact to morality, from ‘is’ to 
‘ought’. It is a famous problem in philosophy: the 
IS/OUGHT divide. So, in Intelligent Ethics I try to 
bridge that divide in as rational and minimalist a 
way as possible. I do it like this.

The IS:

A. There is no meaning without life. 

B. There is no purpose to human action if life ceases.

C. There is no morality, no duty, no ethics without 
life.

D. Life is the source of morality.

The OUGHT:

E. Morality requires authority.

F. What better authority can a morality have than its 
own source?

G. What better authority can there be for morality 
than the universality and agency of life?

H. Therefore Intelligent Ethics defines our first duty 
as a commitment to the very essence of what we 
are – to life itself.

Rooted in life 

In other words… life is the only empirically evident, 
in-your-face source of agency and purpose that we 
know. Life has a universality, at least on Earth, that 
we lack as individuals.

We ARE life – it’s the essence of what we are.

Life is greater than our individual selves… and selfish, 
self-centred self-obsession turns out to be a disaster 
for us as individuals and as a civilisation.

So why not commit yourself to life? Why not commit 
yourself to the living world? To everyone and every-
thing that lives? What better basis for morality could 
there be?
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New deal for private renters?

THE government yesterday 
published its white paper, in what 
it described as the biggest shake-

up of  the private rented sector in 30 years, 
to improve the rights and conditions for 
millions of  private renters in the UK, and 
one of  its most significant proposals is to 
ban section 21 ‘no-fault’ evictions which 
allow landlords to terminate tenancies 
without giving a reason.
These types of  eviction notices are controversial and 
the government promised to ban them three years 
ago, but better late than never. Figures suggest that 
more than a fifth of  private renters who moved in 
2019 and 2020 did not end their tenancy by choice. 
In April, a report by Sky News correspondent Nick 
Martin found that every seven minutes a private renter 
in England is given an eviction notice even though 
they have done nothing wrong.
The white paper also states it will end arbitrary 
rent review clauses, give tenants stronger powers to 
challenge poor practice, unjustified rent increases and 
enable them to be repaid rent for non-decent homes. 
It will also be illegal for landlords or agents to have 
blanket bans on renting to families with children 
or those in receipt of  benefits which will come as 
a huge relief  to many who have faced this sort of  
discrimination.
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Cannot reasonably refuse pets
The department has also promised to change the rules to 
make it easier to own a pet in rented accommodation, with 
the white paper stating that landlords “must consider and 
cannot unreasonably refuse” requests by all tenants to keep 
an animal in their home.
Other measures will include the notice period for rent 
increases which will be doubled with tenants having stronger 
powers to challenge rises if  they are unjustified. All tenants 
will be moved on to a single system of  periodic tenancies, 
meaning they can leave poor quality housing without 
remaining liable for the rent or move more easily when their 
circumstances change.
The government said the conditions of  more than half  
a million properties – or 12% of  households – pose an 
imminent risk to tenants’ health and safety, meaning around 
1.6 million people are living in dangerously low-quality 
homes. Michael Gove, the levelling up secretary, said: “For 
too long many private renters have been at the mercy of  
unscrupulous landlords who fail to repair homes and let 
families live in damp, unsafe and cold properties, with the 
threat of  unfair ‘no-fault’ evictions orders hanging over 
them.
“Our New Deal for renters will help to end this injustice by 
improving the rights and conditions for millions of  renters 
as we level up across the country and deliver on the people’s 
priorities.”

Landlords likely to be unhappy
Whatever we may think of  Michael Gove it’s worth 
noting that when he was appointed Secretary of  State for 
Levelling Up, Housing and Communities, landlords were 
not overjoyed. In fact just 10% of  landlords agreed with the 
appointment, compared to 23% who disagreed with it and 
67% who were ambivalent.
Alicia Kennedy, director of  Generation Rent, said the white 
paper is “very welcome”, but added: “It has been more than 
three years since the government first committed to getting 
rid of  section 21 evictions. Thousands of  tenants have 
lost their homes on their landlord’s say-so in that time and 
many more will live with uncertainty until this legislation is 
passed.”
Before we get all excited over the government appearing 
to care about a sector of  society previously ignored, let’s 
remember this is just a white paper and while welcome, is 
used to test public opinion before legislation is introduced.
Perhaps I’m cynical, but given the Tories records on rights 
for people, I will – happily – believe this when it becomes 
law.
This article first appeared online: 
https://creatingsocialism.org/new-deal-for-private-

These fellas will not be able to be 
unreasonably prevented from living in 

rented accommodation.
Photo by Steve Sewell on Unsplash

https://creatingsocialism.org/new-deal-for-private-renters/  
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Compiled by Mike Stanton

The Workers United

As many as 50,000 people joined the TUC demo 
on Saturday. It was significant for many reasons. 
Tens of  thousands of  workers were mobilised to 
march behind their union banners for the first 
time since 2018.The march drew its strength from 
recent ballots for strike action on the railways 
and the London underground. PCS members in 
HM Courts and Tribunals Service and Airline 
workers – both cabin crew and ground staff  – 
are balloting for strike action. The National 
Education Union is set to follow if  the teachers’ 
pay review delivers another real terms pay cut. 
Workers in the gig economy are organising and 
taking for strike action. The latest are members 
of  the App Drivers and Couriers Union (ADCU), 
who staged a 24 hour strike against gig economy 
app Bolt on Wednesday.  This is just a sample 
of  the many struggles being waged around the 
country. The biggest news is that these struggles 
are no longer being ignored. Media coverage of  
Saturday’s demo interviewed marchers and union 
leaders who were able to voice their grievances. 
There is a power in the union.

Covid Upsurge

We are in the grip of  a new wave. Last week 
infections grew from just under a million to 1.4 
million, an increase of  43%. Hospital admissions 

also went up by a third.The four 
day Jubilee has helped to push 
up cases but the BA.4 and BA.5 
variants that are now dominant 
will ensure that cases remain 
high during the summer when 
they should be going down. Is 
the government sleepwalking into 
another disaster? According to 
NHS England’s National Medical 
Director, Professor Stephen Powis, 
‘There is no agreed “threshold” at which 
NHS England would consider reintroducing 
infection prevention and control regulations.’ 
So we no longer have a Plan A, let 
alone a Plan B.

Silly Season

It is summer, the time for silly 
news stories and, despite the 
serious state of  the world, they 
keep on coming. Paul McCartney 
announced on his 80th birthday 
that he will not be singing Beatles 
hit ‘Back in the USSR’ when he 
headlines at Glastonbury out 
of  horror at Russia’s invasion 
of  Ukraine. But he had no such 
qualms when the song was released 
in 1968, the year in which Russia 
invaded Czechoslovakia to put 
down the Prague Spring. Channel 
4 News on Saturday was even 
sillier. Former Ukrainian Defence 
Minister, Andrii Zahorodniuk 
was interviewed about the state 
of  the war in Donbas and future 
prospects. When he was asked 
what Ukrainians would think 
about next year’s Eurovision 
Song Contest being held in the 
UK if  the war was still going on, 
Zahorodniuk told the hapless 
interviewer that Ukrainians had 
more important things on their 
mind right now. 
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POETRY CORNER
The Captains

There is a moment. It exists, it always exists.

It’s gone and it’s here. 

I’m still standing at the door. The night is still cold.

I’m still terrified. 

I’m inside, I’m moving forward. I’m outside, I’m walking 
away.

I DID walk away. Didn’t I?

If there are very many of me and I am one of infinite, am 
I not beyond the door.

Door guarded and gated, protected. A silly door.

Why so silly door? 

Why do you hide, you silly stupid door?

I can see the door, the big red door.

If it’s hiding, it’s hiding is poor.

Is it ashamed?

I won’t know.

Is this the door of nevermore?

No ravens here, only vipers.

It’s not the big blue door,

The blue door goes to the big room.

The big room is full of little people.

The little people shouldn’t go through the red door.

Can they not see? 

Of course not.

They see rage,

They see an angry man and an oppressor.

Shouting doesn’t do more than not being there 
at all.

I’m a purple faced man.

The red door deals in worse.

Raging bulls thoughtless of the delicacy.

Little children, ancient humans.

If I can be both here and not, 

They can have both youth and rot.

Where I am is where was not.

I, me, this me.

This me did not go beyond door.

For me the other roads are never for.

Nothing broken.

Nothing dead.

These children today.

They are not rotten yet. 

Harvey John

Photo by 
Lasse Møller 
on Unsplash



June 19th 2022

No Knighthood for Tony Blair
Tony Blair went to Windsor on Monday to receive his 
knighthood. And protestors gathered in Windsor to demand 
‘No Knighthood for Tony Blair’. They objected to the 
honouring of  a man who dishonoured his country by taking 
us into an illegal war in Iraq, supported by a ‘dodgy dossier’ 
which lied about weapons of  mass destruction.
The war caused immense suffering for the Iraqi people. 
It massively destabilised the Middle East and created the 
conditions for Islamic State to inflict their horrors on the 
world. This all added to the refugee crisis as millions of  people 
fled from war zones and internal repression. 

Starmer and Rwanda
Later the same day there was another protest outside Downing 
Street against the immoral policy of  using Rwanda for the 
offshore detention of  asylum seekers. This has provoked 
condemnation from the United Nations, Amnesty International 
and other human rights organisations and refugee charities 
because it is inhumane and in breach of  international law. 
Blair’s successors in Starmer’s Labour Party have also objected 
to the plans, but for all the wrong reasons. Lucy Powell, shadow 
culture secretary said we needed speedier ways to deport 
failed asylum seekers. Keith Starmer, shadow prime minister 
complained that it was “unworkable and extortionate” for 
taxpayers. So, there you have it. A Labour government would 
not honour our commitments under the Geneva Convention. 
It would just find cheaper and more effective ways to evade 
our duties under international law.
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Blair and Tanzania
Which brings us back to Blair. In 2004 a civil war in Somalia was in its 13th 
year and had created a massive refugee crisis. As it is today, neighbouring 
countries who were ill resourced to deal with the crisis were bearing the 
highest burden. Tanzania alone had taken over 700,000 refugees. 
But Blair was concerned to meet his own target of  deporting more failed 
asylum seekers each year than the number who were granted asylum. He 
was also worried about Tanzanians pretending to be Somalis in order to get 
to Britain. So, he wanted to send civil servants to process asylum claims in 
Tanzania and work with the Tanzanian authorities to identify its citizens who 
were trying to flee oppression in their own country!
This was bad enough, especially when you consider Tanzania’s human rights 
record. But plans went further. After press reports that Blair was offering 
millions in foreign aid to Tanzania if  it would accept failed asylum seekers 
from Britain, Tanzania rejected that idea. 18 years later Rwanda has said yes 
to similar proposals from Johnson and Patel.

Blair’s Hostile Environment
In 2006, predating Theresa May’s ‘Hostile Environment’, Blair was proposing 
to deport people who could not prove their UK citizenship on release from 
prison unless they could demonstrate a specific threat to their safety. He said,
In the vast bulk of  cases, as was explained, there will be an automatic 
presumption now to deport – and the vast bulk of  those people will be 
deported. Those people, in my view, should be deported irrespective of  any 
claim that they have that the country to which they are going back may not 
be safe.
BBC News 18th May 2006
It did not matter how dangerous the situation was in their country of  
origin, unless they could prove they were personally at risk, people would be 
deported regardless. Blair boasted that he was deporting people to Iraq and 
Afghanistan. Even Sir Andrew Green, from right-wing Migrationwatch UK, 
said he was “surprised” by Mr Blair’s words. 

Vote Starmer – Get Blair
Given the unprincipled support for dictators like Kazakhstan’s Nursultan 
Nazarbayev, offered by Blair after he left Parliament, we should not be 
surprised by anything Blair has said or done. It was not for nothing that 
Margaret Thatcher described him as her greatest achievement. I doubt 
anybody will be in a hurry to take similar credit for Blair wannabe, Starmer, 
any time soon. Despite his slavish adoption of  New Labour’s neoliberal 
policies and rejection of  the democratic socialism he claimed in order to 
become leader, Starmer is more Blair-lite than Blairite. He will struggle to 
win one election, never mind three. 
Building a socialist alternative has never been more necessary or more 
challenging. But this week we welcome National Refugee Week. Critical Mass 
will be bringing you news of  any local action we hear about. So please share 
if  you have anything planned and let us know how your event turned out. 
Solidarity with refugees is a keystone issue and a reliable way to link up with 
other socialists. 
This article originally appeared online: https://creatingsocialism.org/no-
knighthood-for-tony-blair/ 
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Increasing numbers of  people are now trying to live a more ethical lifestyle, 
but what can we do about our clothes? Clothes cost money wherever we buy 
them, and the ethical companies are sometimes more expensive. When money 

is short it can be hard to shop with ethical principles in mind. But it is not just 
price that drives the market in ethical consumerism but a desire not to invest in 
companies that mistreat the planet, their employees and the animals who are used 
as products.

Photo by Keagan 
Henman on 
Unsplash

Missguided
On 2nd June, we published a news piece by Mike 
Stanton about the collapse of  Missguided. The 
article looked at the shoddy treatment of  the 
Missguided workforce and the impact of  the 
fashion companies. “Fashion is big business. 
There is massive pressure to get the latest styles to 
market ahead of  your competitors. And corners 
are cut. It’s not just about customer service 
and workers’ rights. Environmental targets for 
pollution and carbon emissions are also missed.”

The environmental impact
According to the i newspaper fashion is our fifth 
most polluting industry. The i article states that the 
fashion industry produces 10% of  all greenhouse 
gases, and these could increase by more than 50% 
by 2030.  It uses 93 billion cubic metres of  water, 
and the equivalent of  three million barrels of  oil 
are dumped into our seas every year. More than 
half  our clothing purchases are discarded and 
end up in landfill. These are damning statistics. 
Unfortunately, they are difficult to verify. Nobody 
is arguing that a $620 billion industry is good for 
the environment but many of  these statistics 

depend on exactly what is being counted as 
fashion. Alden Wicker, writing for Racked, had 
this to say about the 10% claim:
“That was pulled from a 2010 Textile 
World article, written by an Italian salesman of  
textile equipment. But it is actually referencing 
the entire textile industry, not just fashion, which 
could include rugs, bed linens, engine belts, 
automotive carpets, and all manner of  other very 
unfashionable things. And there’s no way to know 
if  it’s true..”

Sweatshops
But surely the reports of  many workers in various 
parts of  the world creating garments in sweatshop 
conditions which may well be hazardous are true. 
They may work extremely long hours without 
regular contracts and often for very low wages. 
They are usually denied the right to join a trade 
union and regularly suffer from exhaustion and 
poor health. The Clean Clothes Campaign exists 
to protect these workers and fight for their rights. 
For those of  us in the west, often the beneficiaries 
of  this cheap labour, it seems obvious that 
children should be in school or playing. But often 
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their labour is essential to the family income. As the 
Global Dimension website notes: 
“Where families struggle to make ends meet in poorer 
countries, their work is a vital source of  income that 
helps everyone in the family.”
The fact is that simply preventing child labour without 
developing an alternative is not necessarily the 
answer. That said, as socialists we must be opposed 
to the forced labour of  young people and exploitative 
practices wherever they occur. At the same time simply 
opposing child labour without extensive unionisation 
could well leave many families worse off. The issue 
here is not how much a fashion garment costs us but 
the organisation of  labour in a globalised industry.

Animal cruelty
An additional reason for avoiding mainstream fashion 
companies is the impact on animals, as billions of  
animals are caught up in a cruel system of  farming, 
trapping, skinning and slaughter each year. A great deal 
of  brutality has been discovered in the trade in leather, 
wool, down, cashmere, mohair and fur. The fashion 
industry makes use of  rabbits, mink, goats, foxes, 
crocodiles, alpacas, llamas, kangaroos, dogs and cats.
What can we do to avoid waste, avoid the environmental 
costs and avoid adding to the profits of  the giants of  
the fashion industry?

Ethical fashion brands
And what of  ethical fashion brands? There are an 
increasing number of  ethical brands to buy from and 
so avoid contributing to unsustainable fashion. Their 
garments do far less damage to the environment and 
are ethical in various ways. 

Mike Stanton referred to William Morris: “Victorian 
socialist, William Morris, campaigned against this 
waste of  resources and the environmental damage it 
caused over 120 years ago. Morris hated ugliness and 
shoddy workmanship. His passion was for beauty and 
good craftmanship.” Many of  the ethical firms would 
approve this statement, hoping their products will 
become known for beauty and good craftsmanship, 
as well as being good choices for anyone trying to 
live according to ethical principles. Unlike high street 
fashion, ethical clothing brands do not cut corners 
but concentrate on fair wages, workers’ rights, such as 
pay and working conditions, transparency, sustainable 
fabrics, the impact on the planet, animal welfare 
and durability. However, this can result in their new 
garments being more expensive. 
The number of  ethical clothing companies has grown 
and continues to grow and choices can seem a little 
daunting. They may charge slightly more, though that 
will probably change as more people use them, but 
their clothes are likely to be more durable and you may 
well need fewer items in your wardrobe. This growing 
section of  the fashion industry is the result of  increased 
consumer demand, as more and more people become 
increasingly worried about the future of  the planet. 
Ethical consumerism is not an answer to rampant 
global capitalism. It is an individualist approach to a 
global problem. Much like climate change we should do 
what we can as individuals to improve a bad situation, 
but the changes necessary to save the planet and have a 
sustainable future, regardless of  what part of  the globe 
you live in, require collective action.
This item originally appeared online:
https://creatingsocialism.org/ethical-clothing-can-we-

https://creatingsocialism.org/ethical-clothing-can-we-afford-it-2/ 
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LEARNING FROM DEFEAT

“Let the ruling classes tremble 
at a Communist revolution. The 
proletarians have nothing to lose but 
their chains. They have a world to win.

WORKING MEN OF ALL 
COUNTRIES UNITE!”
When the revolutionary wave that swept Europe 
in 1848 had subsided it seemed that little had 
changed. The ringing declaration at the end of 
the Communist Manifesto had a hollow ring to it 
in 1850. The Communist League was in disarray 
and Marx and Engels were in exile. But not all 
was lost. 

Marx’s ideas had been adopted by the Communist 
League, a revolutionary workers’ party that had 
driven the revolution forward in Germany. And 
these ideas are still relevant.

Class Struggle
History is driven by class struggle. Most of the 
time. If the system is working, it bubbles below the 
surface. But it is always there as long as one class is 
in power and strives to benefit from the oppression 
and exploitation of those without power. The sign 
hung in Bill Clinton’s campaign headquarters in 
the presidential campaign in 1992 that read, ‘it’s the 
economy, stupid!’ was not far wrong. People are not 
going to vote for change, still less go out on the streets 
to fight for change, if the system is working. 

Sometimes, class struggle is headline news. Capitalism 

is a revolutionary system. Capitalists 
are driven by competition to innovate, 
and this leads to rapid developments 
compared to previous epochs. It also 
overreaches itself and plunges into 
crisis at regular intervals. In times of 
crisis the class struggle can take on 
a revolutionary character as it did in 
1848. But this does not last forever. If 
we do not seize the moment capitalism 
will survive and adapt.

Defeat
When that happens it causes a real 
setback to the workers movement. 
Often the brightest and the best, the 
most able and courageous leaders are 
the ones who are killed or imprisoned. 
People become demoralised and turn 
away from socialist politics. Those who 
are left need to come to terms with 
defeat and decide what to do next. 

At first Marx and Engels got it 
wrong. They believed the defeat was a 
temporary setback and came together 
with other leading left wingers to form 
the World Society of Revolutionary 
Communists and prepare for the next 
wave. By the end of the year they had 
changed their minds. The trade crisis 
that had provoked the revolution 
was over. The next wave would only 
come with a fresh crisis that was years 
rather than months way. Meanwhile 
the working class needed to learn and 
develop and build up its organizational 
strength to be better prepared for the 
fire next time. 

Recovery
We had to wait until 1864 before the 
left recovered sufficiently to found 
the International Working Men’s 
Association – the First International – 
in which Marx again played a leading 
role. More on that next week.
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You can sign the petition by following this link: https://www.change.
org/p/free-julian-assange-before-it-s-too-late-stop-usa-extradition

https://www.change.org/p/free-julian-assange-before-it-s-too-late-stop-usa-extradition
https://www.change.org/p/free-julian-assange-before-it-s-too-late-stop-usa-extradition


June 19th 2022

I don’t know about you but I’m often angry 
these days. The meanness at the heart of the 
political system still shocks me even after 
years of campaigning against it. Sometimes 
it feels that compassion is not just a foreign 
word but one from a completely different 
universe.

The Tories obvious hatred of anybody they 
disagree with has taken on new heights 
with cold-hearted Priti Patel in the Home 
Office. As if sending refugees and asylum 
seekers who have risked everything to get 
here to Rwanda wasn’t bad enough; the 
decision to extradite Julian Assange is a low 
point even in a country where low is the 
new normal.

We should remind ourselves that the 
legislation enabling refugees to face up to 
2 years in prison merely for setting foot on 
the British Isles contravenes international 
treaties to which this country is a signatory. 
The fact that Tory MPs cheered the news 
that they had won, as it happened only 
temporarily, in the courts to allow flights 
to Rwanda, tells us everything we need to 
know about the type of person who becomes 
a member of Britain’s oldest political party. 

Be under no illusion for every Tory MP 
who cheered there were tens of Tory 
members fully able to justify their glee. 
People who want for very little, depriving 
people of the one thing money can’t buy - 
freedom. Except, money can buy freedom. 
If the people being forced onto those planes 
were rich and able to make a donation to 
the right cause do you  seriously think that 
they would be being flown to Rwanda? Of 
course not.

Similarly, if Julian Assange was a member 
of the aristocracy  do you think they would 
allow the Americans to sentence him to 

life in prison merely for revealing facts about military 
wrongdoing that they have never actually denied.

What is the crime here? Murder and torture? Or telling 
people about the murder and torture? These are not 
random decisions. The persecution of Julian Assange 
is not simply about Wikileaks or even about Julian 
Assange. This is all about a despotic government - in 
this case America - ensuring that the press are there to 
serve their interests. That so few journalists in either 
the USA or the UK have lifted a finger to help Julian 
Assange shows the calibre of people in the mainstream 
media.

Some of the left’s favourite journalists have been absent 
from a debate about press freedom that they should 
be all over. Owen Jones, George Monbiot, Aditya 
Chakrabortty all rather well liked on the left. Not one 
of them has lifted a typewriter finger in defence of 
Julian Assange or of a free press. I wonder why, but I 
guess when the choice is one’s own career or defending 
a man facing a life sentence for doing the job you do 
, but with rather more conviction, there is only ever 
going to be one winner.

That the Tories don’t want a free press is obvious. That 
they don’t want protest at all is also fairly obvious. 
But, that those who profess to be Britain’s radical elite 
care so little for these things either should make us sit 
up and take notice. We simply cannot trust any elite 
to give up its own power. Of course, there are always 
members of the elite who rebel, but they are few and 
far between. For centuries now ordinary people have 
been denied entry to the elite and any chance of a 
decent life because they have continued to believe the 
myth that an elite in a red rosette will be different 
from one with a blue rosette when they get a sniff of 
power. 

And yet, those in red rosettes have not been leaping up 
and down protesting the extradition of Julian Assange, 
nor have they been wholesome in their support for 
refugees from Syria and Afghanistan, preferring to 
criticise the government for spending too much money.

If you put your hand into a barrel of apples and take 
out a bad one you might not conclude that they are all 
bad. If you do this ten times and don’t get a decent one  
you might change your view. So as the old saying goes 
let’s not get made, let’s get even. It really is a time for a 
change. Not just of government but of the system that 
government preside over.

Dave Middleton


