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Labor wins election • XR embarasses Shell • Another young Palestinian murdered •Ukraine 
ambiguity over war or peace • America’s gun obsession kills 19 more children
Plus Notes from the Edge featuring Luke Andreski, Fiat Knox, Mike Stanton, Susie Granic, Vaness 
Rambridge  And, our latest report on the cost of living crisis.

Rishi Sunak has ‘gifted’ each household in the UK £400. 
That is roughly £1.6 billion of  government money 
being handed out. In addition those on benefits would 
recieve additional payments. This is to be paid for by a 
one off  windfall tax on energy companies.
Whilst this announcement is welcome, particularly 
for the least well off, the economics are something 
of  a smoke and mirrors trick. And, the timing, as the 
governments poll ratings are plummeting over Johnson’s 
absolute inability to tell the truth, is suspicious to say 
the least.
The biggest energy suppliers - Scottish Power, SSE, 
EDF, E.on, British Gas and Centric - made a combined 
profit of  £9.22 billion last year. And, whilst this new 
one off  tax, of  25% (though with a 90% rebate for 
many of  those companies) will take something like £2.5 
billion from the companies this year, it leaves them free 
to extract billions again next year.
In other words, the tax will not really hit the companies 
profits, and amounts to a transfer of  cash from the 
public purse into the private sector. Labour’s Rachel 
Reeves crowed about how the Tories were stealing 
Labour’s ideas. But if  this is the limit of  Labour’s 
imagination it is hardly surprising that they are not 
soaring ahead in opinion polls.
This payment, or bribe if  you prefer, will not stop rising 
prices. Elsewhere in this issue we show how the cost of  
living crisis for ordinary people has seen a 2% increase 
in budget items in just a fortnight. Where is the subsidy 
for hard hit families having to cope with the nightmare 
of  the weekly shop?
The answer does not lie in subsidies to large companies. 
It lies in recognising that the only time working people 
get anything like a fair deal is when they get together and 

demand it.
The Big Power Off  campaign has helped to keep the 
cost of  living crisis in the news. But of  equal importance 
trade unionists around the county are finding their voice 
as Howard Thorp reports inside. 
We need to demand that the power industry is brought 
back into public ownership, but at the same time we need 
to ensure that public ownership means democratically 
owned and controlled by the community not by a 
committee of  self-serving bureaucrats.
We support the TUC march on June 18th and hope 
that it represents the start of  a historic fightback. It is 
time we ordinary people stopped looking for a leader to 
take us to some mythical promised land and found the 
courage to stand up for what we believe, and the hope 
that comes from united working class struggle.
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Build the TUC Demo
Howard Thorp

It is high time we demonstrated our rage 
against the Tories. The TUC have called 
a national demo on June 18th. This lying, 

cheating, corrupt government partied while 
millions locked down and thousands died. Now 
they do nothing while energy giants enrich 
themselves on the back of  war in Ukraine. 

TUC Demo
Hedge fund speculators are driving up the cost of  living. 
And now, when workers are fighting back, the Tories want to 
legislate against the rail unions in order to keep their gravy train 
running. So full marks to the union leaders for condemning 
the latest attack on our fundamental rights. Now it is up to us 
to build the national demo called by TUC. 

Workers’ Rights
As part of  Brexit we had been promised a Bill of  Rights 
for workers to replace our EU protections. Instead, the 
legislation in the Queen’s speech on 9th May was more like a 
Bill of  Wrongs. Trade union disappointment turned to anger 
when it became clear that in addition to broken promises 
on employment protection, the government had no plan to 
protect us against the inflation crisis. 
When workers began to take action for themselves, and 
some of  us started winning, the government response was a 
continuation of  decades of  attacks on the right of  workers 
to have union protection. So, on Sunday, Transport Minister 
Grant Schapps announced he intends to introduce legislation 
to require ‘minimum staffing’ on the railways if  rail workers 
strike. The announcement came as the RMT is balloting its 
40,000 members on strike action because of  concerns about 
job security, pay and conditions. 
Manuel Cortez, the General Secretary of  the Transport Salaried 
Staffs’ Association said: “What we are seeing here is desperate 
nonsense from the Tories, who have chosen to attack working 
people in our union who kept the railways running every day 
of  the pandemic. What the Government should be doing is 
putting in place measures to deal with the cost-of-living crisis.”
All this comes at a time when the government is planning to 
gut the rail system with cuts of  £3 billion and thousands of  
job losses.
At the same time, it was reported that the Education Secretary, 
Nadhim Zahawi, was ‘planning to loosen the grip of  trade 
unions on schools’ by ‘bolstering’ the rights of  teachers who 

As part of  Brexit 
we had been 

promised a Bill of  
Rights for workers 
to replace our EU 
protections. Instead, 

the legislation in 
the Queen’s speech 
on 9th May was 

more like a Bill of  
Wrongs.

https://creatingsocialism.org/scunthorpe-workers-in-all-out-strike/
https://www.standard.co.uk/news/uk/grant-shapps-rail-strikes-illegal-staff-requirement-rmt-b1001563.html
https://www.pressreader.com/uk/the-sunday-telegraph/20220522/281513639766345
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choose not to join a trade union’ by allowing non-union 
members to be accompanied to a grievance or disciplinary 
hearing by a lawyer or other representative. 

Thatcher’s Legacy
The UK has some of  the most restrictive trade union laws 
in the developed world, a claim which has been rejected by 
the government but which was supported by Full Fact. The 
attack on unions began in earnest under Margaret Thatcher’s 
premiership in the early 1980s. Thatcher, who famously 
described the miners specifically and the labour movement 
more generally as “the enemy within,” went on to introduce 
heavy restrictions on the unions. 
Downing Street papers from 1983, released under the 30 year 
rule, show that the true intention was to “neglect no opportunity 
to erode trade union membership,” in established industries 
and make sure that, “our new legal structure discourages trade 
union membership of  the new industries.”
The Blair/Brown Labour government of  1997-2010 had every 
opportunity to repeal the Thatcherite legislation but failed 
to do so. Thatcher went on to describe Blair as her ‘greatest 
achievement’. 

Join A Union
At a time when we are experiencing a cost-of-living crisis 
only strong, independent trade unions can protect workers’ 
rights and standards of  living. Critical Mass supports the 
TUC Demo on June 18th, but we also recognise that it is 
trade union bureaucrats who have often been the barrier to 
strike action. Strong, independent trade union organisation 
can only be effective if  it is organised at the grassroots level. 
The working class cannot rely on politicians or bureaucrats to 
fight our battles. We have to organise ourselves to defend and 
extend our rights.

Breaking News!
UK railway workers in RMT union vote in favour of strike 
action across Network Rail and 15 train operating companies.
London Tube strike: RMT announce 24 hour walk out after 
Jubilee bank holiday.

Solidarity!

This article originally appeared online:
https://creatingsocialism.org/the-tories-just-cant-stop-at-
tacking-trade-unions/ 

https://www.margaretthatcher.org/document/105563
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2013/aug/01/margaret-thatcher-trade-union-reform-national-archives
https://www.rmt.org.uk/news/rmt-declares-overwhelming-mandate-for-national-strike-action-on/
https://www.rmt.org.uk/news/4000-station-tube-staff-to-walk-out-on-june-6/
https://creatingsocialism.org/the-tories-just-cant-stop-attacking-trade-unions/
https://creatingsocialism.org/the-tories-just-cant-stop-attacking-trade-unions/
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On Facebook I made a comment that 
“A socialist paper should help people 
understand history and what socialism 
really meant.” Dave Middleton asked 
me to write something, this is it:

For me socialism is, that everyone has 
the opportunity to better themselves 
and having all the means necessary 
to do so.

It’s not about being envious of the 
wealthy.  Wealth should be shared 
by everybody.  Workers should be 
able to afford to feed and clothe their 
families, and heat their homes, and 
have a few luxuries like holidays, 
taking the family out, etc.

If that wealth is inherited and 
the workers are not rewarded 
appropriately for what they do, then 
it is a different matter.

I think back to my history lessons 
and yes we did Kings and Queens. 
Not many people know that Elizabeth 
1st helped the poor, but mostly the 
Kings and Queens took from the 

common people through taxation and 
made those poor people suffer. Then 
the wealth and land was given to the 
sycophants for helping the Monarchy 
to win the wars.

Then came the Industrial revolution. 
Machines took over and people were 
having to work much harder and 
were in poverty whilst the wealthy 
lived off the fat of the land and the 
efforts of the poor. Granted some of 
these wealthy put back a little of their 
wealth by bequeathing buildings and 
parks,  to the communities because at 
that time they didn’t have tax havens 
or global companies to invest their 
money in, like we have now, so they 
had to invest their money somewhere.

People wanted better housing and 
working conditions also the right 
to vote, so they agitated for these 
basic human rights until eventually 
we had those rights which this Tory 
government is trying to take away 
from us.

So again these are the values that 
have to be taught and fought for.

We welcome contributions 
to Notes From The Edge by 
any socialist who wants to say 
something in less than 500 words.
Send contributions to: 
edgenotes@creatingsocialism.org
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Extinction Rebellion Protests at Shell AGM
Mike Stanton

The Shell AGM being held in London on 
Tuesday was delayed by protests from 
Extinction Rebellion (XR) and their 

allies, including members of  Money Rebellion, 
Christian Climate Action, Fossil Free London, 
Shell Must Fall and Stop Ecocide. 

We Will Stop You
Some glued themselves to seats. A flash mob drowned out the 
Chairman’s opening speech, chanting “We Will Stop You” to 

the tune of  “We Will Rock You.” Other protestors from the 
UK, Netherlands and Nigeria read out testimonies accusing 
Shell of  human rights abuses, ecocide, fuelling climate 
breakdown and funding misinformation. Major investors like 
Blackrock and Vanguard were criticised, and outside the venue, 
the Methodist Central Hall, a banner was draped – ‘Shell Must 
Fall: Guilty of  Ecocide’.

Direct Action Works
The day before, the AGM Shell’s senior safety consultant, 
Caroline Dennett, announced her resignation in a video. She 
had come to question her position after a previous XR protest 
at Shell’s London HQ in April this year. XR says this in their 
press release.
Dennett said the fossil fuel giant has a “disregard for climate 
change risks” and that she “can no longer be a part of  it.” 
Addressing her former colleagues directly she said: “The fossil 
fuel industry is the past. If  you can find a way out, please walk 
away while there’s still time”.
XR Press Release

Windfall Tax
Shell is driven by corporate greed to expand fossil fuel 
production with total disregard for all the evidence on climate 

change. Even without the 
artificial hike in prices caused 
by speculators rushing to profit 
from the uncertainties of  the 
war in Ukraine, Shell were 
making massive profits until the 
Covid pandemic and the war is 
boosting their profits to even 
higher levels. 
And while the Treasury has 
resisted calls for a windfall tax so 
far, they have happily pocketed 
a windfall tax hike from the 
rest of  us. As energy prices and 
profits boomed, and while Shell 
arranged its tax affairs that it 
paid no tax in the UK, we saw 
the cost of  energy double, and 
with it, the VAT we pay on our 
gas and electricity bills. 

Media Blackout
As usual, the news media 
largely ignored the protest 
by Extinction Rebellion. 
They prefer to characterise 
climate activists as cranks who 
antagonise the public and 
damage their own cause. We 
say they should be applauded 
not vilified. Stopping climate 
catastrophe is something that 
should unite us all.

Thank you to Extinction 
Rebellion. Most of  the 
information for this article came 
from their website. Support 
them here. Donate for Life – 
Extinction Rebellion UK. 

This article originally ap-
peared online:  https://
creatingsocialism.org/
extinction-rebellion-pro-
tests-at-shell-agm/ 
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https://www.dropbox.com/sh/02umrqgrqeq39zw/AABIkhVl7DpFUN2N6MxgJAiOa?dl=0&preview=Shell+consultant+dramatically+quits+over+firm%27s+double+talk+on+climate.mp4
https://creatingsocialism.org/worldwide-rebellion-ignored-by-media/
https://creatingsocialism.org/xr-should-be-applauded-not-vilified/
https://creatingsocialism.org/xr-should-be-applauded-not-vilified/
https://extinctionrebellion.uk/
https://extinctionrebellion.uk/
https://extinctionrebellion.uk/donate/
https://extinctionrebellion.uk/donate/
https://creatingsocialism.org/extinction-rebellion-protests-at-shell-agm/
https://creatingsocialism.org/extinction-rebellion-protests-at-shell-agm/
https://creatingsocialism.org/extinction-rebellion-protests-at-shell-agm/
https://creatingsocialism.org/extinction-rebellion-protests-at-shell-agm/


May 29th 2022

Monkeypox

Initial characterisation of  AIDS as a ‘gay 
plague’ allowed the disease to go undetected 
amongst women, especially in Africa, 

with tragic consequences. I hope we are not 
heading for a similar scenario with the outbreak 
of  monkeypox. Infections amongst gay men 
have been highlighted by the media after super 
spreader events at festivals in Belgium and 
Spain. Once more the UK is leading the world 
with 91 cases, followed by Spain and Portugal. 
The UK Health Security Agency that replaced 
Public Health England is tracking and tracing 
cases. Monkeypox is closely related to smallpox 
but not as deadly, and the government has 
purchased 20,000 doses of  smallpox vaccine for 
both treatment and prevention.

Jubilee

Although Covid cases and deaths continue 
to decline more super spreader events 
could increase Covid infections by 50% 

after a two thirds fall in recent months. This 
time it is the extended bank holiday to celebrate 
the Queen’s platinum jubilee that is expected 
to reverse current trends. It may only be a blip 
but, coupled with more contagious variants, 
supplanting the BA.2 Omicron variant, it will 

keep infection rates high when they 
should be falling this summer, ahead 
of  the expected winter surge in cases. 
So republicans everywhere should 
Stay at Home, Save the NHS and Stuff  
the Jubilee. It’s your patriotic duty!

Save the NHS

The NHS still needs saving. 
NHS waiting lists are now 
so bad that hundreds of  

thousands of  GP referrals are being 
rejected by hospitals because no 
appointments are available. The 
number of  rejections has risen from 
238,859 in February 2020, before the 
pandemic to 441,034 in March this 
year. The worst affected areas are 
mental health and neurology. Both 
need a sharp injection of  cash. Now 
where will the money come from?

Rich get richer and Rishi 
joins the rich list

The Sunday Times rich list 
was published last week and 
revealed that the UK now has a 

record 177 billionaires with a combined 
wealth of  £710 billion. Rishi Sunak 
became the first politician to join the 
rich list, coming in at 222/250. Not 
yet a billionaire, he shares a fortune 
of  £730 million with his wife Akshata 
Murty.

Culture Wars

The Tory assault on the BBC 
continues under Kulture Vulture, 
Nadine Dorries. The latest 

example of  biting the hand that strokes 
it comes with the news that budget cuts 
are forcing the BBC to move BBC4 and 
CBBC online. Let us hope the government 
has sorted out internet safety for children 
before they have to start googling their 
TV favourites.
News in Brief  compiled by Mike Stanton
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father) of  a couple of  small 
children. You are struggling 

to get by, and all your income is 
already accounted for. You go to 
the supermarket, and you cannot 
buy any treats for the kids, and they 
have stopped asking. You have a 
very limited shopping list, 
the same items every week 
and a couple of  weeks 
ago you had exactly the 
right amount of  money 
to pay for them. You 
pay with cash as the 
bank won’t give you 
an overdraft until 
you pay off  what 
you already owe.
The Price of Bread
You look at the prices 
as you are going 
round putting things 
in your basket. Nothing 
seems to have changed. 
It’s a good week. But, then 
when you get to the check-
out those three loafs of bread 
are 12p extra, and it is 12p 
you don’t actually have. You 
look at the checkout assistant 
and into your purse. Eventually 
looking at your goods to decided which 
item you are going to remove. If you only 
buy two loaves of bread you can afford it. 
But you know that this means that you can 
no longer have your slice of toast in the 
morning if the children are to have their 
sandwiches for lunchtime.
This, or something very close to it, is the 
reality for hundreds of thousands of people 
in the fourth richest country in the world. 
This is what it means when our basket of 
budget goods has one item, this week it is 
bread, that rises by 4p.
Food poverty
We have heard much this week about the 
£400 subsidy for fuel bills, but where is the 
subsidy for food poverty? The announce-
ment by Rishi Sunak was window dressing 
to take the pressure off his boss who has 
been shown, time and again, to be a liar.

The poorest in our society have already 
received their 3.1% increase to cover the 
increase in prices from the previous year. 
But as we are seeing with these 14 items 
prices don’t increase annually, they in-
crease weekly (in fact, prices go up daily) 
but there is no increase for those on low 
incomes to cover these costs.
Nightmare
To somebody like Rishi Sunak, now on the 

rich list, the idea that you might 
struggle to cope with a 4p price 
rise on a single item is like 
something from a fairy story. 
But it is not a fairy story, it is 
a living nightmare and one 
which he, and the rotten 
system he represents, 
have created.

Our Basket
Cornflakes
Cheese
Bread
Milk
Pizza
Tomato soup
Tea bags
Margerine
Baked beans
Crisps
Digestives
Apples
Pasta
TOTAL

Cost last week
0.55
1.99
0.55
0.99
0.99
0.45
0.95s
1.09
0.13
2.89
0.39
1.19
1.29
13.67

Cost this week
0.55
1.99
0.59
0.99
0.99
0.45
0.95
1.09
0.13
2.89
0.39
1.19
1.29
13.71

Items in red represent those 
which have had a price rise 

since May 15th.
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Australian Labor Party Wins Election 

Mike Stanton

By https://creatingsocialism.org/australian-labor-par-
ty-wins-election/ 

The Australian Labor Party has won 
power and Anthony Albanese is 
Australia’s new prime minister. 

The chances are he will head a minority 
government with support from the Greens, 
having trounced the ruling coalition, headed 
by Scott Morrison.

Liberal Government Collapses
At the last election in 2019 Labor won 68 seats in the 
Australian equivalent of  the House of  Commons, the 
House of  Representatives. The Liberal/National Coalition 
won 77 and the six remaining seats went to independents 
and minor parties. This time Labor have 73 seats. The 
outgoing Coalition have 51, the Independents and smaller 
parties, including the Greens have 13 seats and 14 seats are 
still undecided.
It looks as if  the main beneficiaries are going to be the 
Greens and the Independents. Both Labor and Coalition 
votes are down on 2019 and, although the Coalition has lost 
so many seats that it has already conceded, it has still polled 
more votes than Labor. The Green and the Independent 
resurgence has cost the government this election, not a 
transfer of  support to the Labor Party. Professional city 
dwellers turned away from the government as it embraced 
populist policies on race, sex, and immigration, boosted 
fossil fuel production and failed to tackle corruption 
amidst a rising cost-of-living crisis.

A Victory for The Left?
Meanwhile, here in the UK both left and right are claiming 
the Australian result as their own. Starmer has sent his 
congratulations in an oddly phrased tweet that referred 
to, “stale conservative rule.” So, what’s the problem, Keir? 
Would you prefer fresh conservative rule?

Murdoch
Left Twitter in the UK has focused on Labor’s success in 
Australia being achieved in the face of  the unremitting 
hostility from Murdoch’s media empire, and contrasted 
it with Starmer’s own mealy mouthed capitulation to 
Murdoch by agreeing to write for the Sun.

Professional city 
dwellers turned 
away from the 
government as 
it embraced 

populist policies 
on race, sex, and 

immigration, 
boosted fossil fuel 
production and 
failed to tackle 

corruption amidst 
a rising cost-of-

living crisis.

https://creatingsocialism.org/australian-labor-party-wins-election/
https://creatingsocialism.org/australian-labor-party-wins-election/
https://twitter.com/Keir_Starmer/status/1528012688453935105?s=20&t=MyNHVPqXI-k5YUqqHUwjlg
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Left Twitter are also pushing the line that the Australian Labor 
Party is more like UK Labour under Corbyn and painting 
Anthony Albalese as a socialist, whose victory demonstrates 
the rising tide of  popular support for socialism around the 
world.
If  his government did represent a full-blooded socialist 
alternative, we could look forward to the end of  Australia’s 
Harsh Immigration Policy and positive support for the 
Australian First Nations. But I believe that Albanese is a 
pragmatist rather than a socialist. He has shifted to the right 
during the campaign, rowing back on ambitious climate change 
targets and on raising minimum wage to match inflation in 
Australia’s own cost-of-living crisis.
His government is already being described as centre-left. I 
do expect him to remain true to his commitment to positive 
action over climate change, if  only because he needs Green 
party support. This is something we can all welcome.

Testing Times
But whether his government is centre-left or left-of-centre, the 
crucial point for socialists is whether a government with an 
electoral mandate for change which challenges the neo-liberal 
consensus is able to keep its promises in the face of  ruling 
class hostility. Murdoch’s attack dog and Australian Sky News 
presenter, Paul Murray, who previously referred to the Labor 
leader on air as “fucking Albo”, has already declared to his 
listeners that, “the resistance starts now”. 
If  the Australian working class are going to resist ‘the resistance’ 
they will have to go beyond Albanese’s pragmatism and insist 
on taking independent action to defend their interests, if  and 
when a Labor government buckles under pressure and breaks 
its promises.  

If  the Australian 
working class are 
going to resist ‘the 

resistance’ they 
will have to go 

beyond Albanese’s 
pragmatism and 
insist on taking 

independent action 
to defend their 

interests

We would like to wish 
our editor and friend 
Jo Buchanan a speedy 
recovery. She has been 
unwell and we are all 

missing her.
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Laissez-Unfair

The extreme Tory Right think it’s wrong for 
governments to intervene to help the poor. To 
shore up this immoral position they decry what 
they call ‘the Nanny State’.

In the past decade they have organised themselves 
into networks within the Conservative Party with 
sufficient numbers to hold the rest of the party 
to ransom. Their common purpose is to reduce 
‘big government’. State intervention or regulation 
is seen as threatening the ability of business to 
make ever greater profits. 

Here are two of examples of these networks:

The ERG

The European Research Group’s biggest prize has 
been Brexit. Since the referendum they’ve been 
trying to dictate the terms of departure and are 
disappointed by the EU’s failure to roll over and 
give them everything they want. 

The EU has standards with which members are 
forced to comply. There’s no ‘taking back control’ 
– in fact, the very reverse is true. Brexit has been 
a paradigm of ‘giving up control’.

Greener grass

The grass is not always greener in the EU, but it’s 
hard to think of a country that’s not a member of 
a major trading bloc, or at least closely linked to 
one. 

Countries join trading blocs precisely because 
they’re economically beneficial, because they 
offer security, and because they provide strength 
in numbers to withstand the demands of big 

business. 

Can you imagine the UK dictating tax rates to 
Google, Facebook, et al? No, but the EU does.

Free markets

Many of the UK’s largest companies have been 
undervalued since leaving the EU. Some have 
been bought by foreign vulture funds. Unlike 
other countries the Tories offer no protection 
for strategically important businesses. Let 
the market rule! Or, in other words, let 
international markets take control of the UK.

The Net Zero Scrutiny Group

The Net Zero Scrutiny Group is a group of 
about 20 Tory MPs (with more supporting it) 
whose objective is to slow down or halt any 
progress towards climate change targets. They 
pretend not to be climate sceptics and dress 
up their statements as helping the poor. The 
giveaway is their support for the expansion of 
domestic fossil fuels.

Weak regulation

For both the ERG and the Net Zero Scrutiny 
Group weak regulation is key. Unsurprisingly, 
given their likely funders, this allows companies 
to exploit their monopolistic power. A perfect 
example of this is in the light-touch regulation 
of privatised water, where the regulators are 
powerless to prevent the dumping of sewage 
into rivers or the debt-loading of the water 
companies.

Lobbying/Sponsorship

To ensure regulation is kept to a minimum, lobbying 
of MPs has become an industry in its own right. Many 
MPs are ‘sponsored’ by businesses to represent their 
interests. In return for key votes they are paid a second 
salary. 

It is a measure of how far to the right these groups 
have pushed the Tories that even William Hague was 
appalled by the backtracking on junk food adverts. 
“They are acquiescing in a future of higher dependence, 
greater costs, reduced lifestyle choice and endless pain. 
For the Government to give in to them is intellectually 
shallow, politically weak and morally reprehensible.” 

He’s not wrong.
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GOOD GUYS WITH GUNS?

THE NRA and their many millions of American supporters like to push the narrative that 
“a good guy with a gun” is better to have at the scene of a shooting than an unarmed person. 
Yet we have seen before that this just is not the case, and we saw it again on Tuesday when 
armed police actually gathered together outside the school and were even there when parents 
turned up, having been alerted by news about a possible shooting.

Did they wait outside for reinforcements because the shooter, 18-year-old Salvador Ramos, 
had already fired upon the school security officer and two Uvalde police officers who arrived 
just as he entered the building? Why? Aren’t they the good guys with the guns?

Delayed Response

Steve McCraw, the director of the Department of Public Safety, stated that 40 minutes to an 
hour went by from the time Ramos opened fire on the security officer to when the tactical 
team shot him, although a spokesperson from the same department has said they could not 
give a firm estimate of how long the shooter was in the school before he was killed.

And then, McCraw went on to say: “The bottom line is law enforcement was there. They 
did engage immediately. They did contain [Ramos] in the classroom.” But if they did engage 
immediately, why do they not know how long Ramos was in the school before he was killed? 
And why are bystanders at the scene of the shooting, some of them parents, stating that the 
police did not engage, that in fact parents were urging them to do something?

Confusion

I understand there may still be confusion surrounding what happened; people are mourning, 
they are rightly horrified at this, the second worst school massacre after Sandy Hook, and so 
these contradictory reports may be completely innocent errors, but I do doubt a spokesperson 
for the law enforcement department on the scene is going to come out and say “well okay, 
we got in there too late”, or words to that effect.

Horrific Tragedy

I am not making light of this horrific tragedy, far from it. My beef is with the pro-gun lobby 
in the US who are continually saying they must defend their Second Amendment Right to 
Bear Arms because they are all which stands between ‘good’ and ‘bad’. But they just don’t 
follow through, do they?
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Another young Palestinian killed and fears 
of more violence during upcoming Israeli 

march
Susie Granic

EARLY on Wednesday 
morning yet another 
Palestinian was killed 

by Israeli forces, and at least 80 
others were wounded during 
clashes with the Israeli army 
in the Nablus area at the site 
of  St Joseph’s tomb. The army 
were providing protection to 
Jewish settlers visiting the 
site. According to the official 
Palestinian news agency 
Wafa, those injured included 19 who were hit by 
rubber bullets and more than 65 from tear gas 
suffocation.
16 year old Ghaith Rafeeq Yamin was shot in the head, and was 
taken to Rafidia public hospital in Nablus in critical condition. 
He was pronounced dead 15 minutes later. The boy was in the 
tenth grade at school. He is the ninth child fatality so far this 
year, and brings the total number of  Palestinian children killed 
since the turn or the century to 2,210, according to Defence 
for Children International. 
The Palestinian Authority (PA) later said in a statement that 
it calls “on the international community to break double standards 
and provide protection for our children and our people from the killing 
machine that kills them daily.”

Double standards
The Israeli media claimed that Palestinians were throwing 
rocks and Molotov cocktails, to which the Israeli army 
responded with live fire. This is apparently an appropriate 
response to rocks and molotov cocktails. The silence in 
the mass media reveals the hypocrisy at the heart of  their 
supposed concern for human life. In Ukraine civilians are 
encouraged to throw Molotov cocktails at Russian troops, yet 
when Palestinians are killed for doing the same thing that same 
media has nothing to say. 
Israeli forces nowadays raid Palestinian homes in the occupied 
West Bank on an almost daily basis and so far this year, 57 
Palestinians have been killed by Israeli forces in the West Bank. 
Yamin’s family can expect no justice for their son’s death, just 

https://www.dci-palestine.org/child_fatalities_by_month
https://www.dci-palestine.org/child_fatalities_by_month
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as there has been none for all the other Palestinians killed. 
Even when the much-loved journalist, Shireen Abu Akleh 
was killed by Israeli forces earlier this month and there were 
calls for an independent investigation into how she was killed, 
it was reported no such investigation would take place as a 
probe which treats Israeli soldiers as suspects would lead to 
opposition within Israeli society. (Though it should be noted 
that the Palestinian Authority has announced the results of  
its investigation into her killing, saying it shows Israeli forces 
deliberately shot and killed the reporter.)

And in amongst all this comes the annual march by Israelis 
through Jerusalem’s Old City this coming Sunday. The an-
nual flag march celebrates Israel’s capture of the Old City 
in the 1967 war. Despite the lack of international recog-
nition Israel deems all of Jerusalem its capital. The Pales-
tinians also view Jerusalem as theirs and want to establish 
their own capital in the city.

Violence predicted

Bassem Naim, head of Hamas’s department of politics and 
foreign relations, has urged international governments to 
pressure Israel to reroute the contested march, which is 
currently expected to pass through the heart of the Muslim 
quarter.

“I expect that Hamas and the other (military) factions are 
ready to do all they can to prevent this event, regardless of 
how much it costs us,” Naim told Reuters News Agency. 
“The decision is in the hands of the Israelis and the inter-
national community. They can avoid a war and escalation 
if they stop this mad (march),” he said.

Last year an 11-day war was triggered by the march as Pal-
estinians in Gaza fired rockets into Israel as the 2021 march 
got underway. The march which had initially been can-
celled by Israeli police went ahead and predictably it was 
Palestinians who were arrested. A ceasefire was declared 
shortly afterwards but lasted barely four weeks with spurts 
of attacks from both sides occurring in the meantime. But 
now, a growing crescendo of threats from Gaza over the 
projected 2022 route has raised fears of a new conflict.

Tensions are rising
Tensions have been rising in the area this year, especial-
ly as Israeli forces have repeatedly raided the Al Aqsa 
Mosque compound during the Muslim fasting month of 
Ramadan. During these raids hundreds of Palestinians 
were wounded and arrested. Jews believe the compound is 
where the biblical Jewish temples once stood. But, accord-
ing to an agreement in place since 1967, non-Muslims are 
allowed onto the site only during visiting hours, and are 
banned from praying there.

However, three Jewish people went to court 
to overturn this ban and on Sunday, a magis-
trate court ruled in favour of the three appel-
lants who had been barred from the Old City 
by police for 15 days for praying at the site. 
Magistrate court Judge Zion Saharai said he 
had no intention of interfering in law enforce-
ment at the site, and that the conduct of the 
three appellants “does not raise worry of harm 
befalling national security, public safety or 
individual security”.

Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Ab-
bas issued a statement calling Sunday’s ruling 
“a grave assault against the historic status 
quo … and a flagrant challenge to internation-
al law”. And yesterday an Israeli appeals court 
overturned the lower court ruling.

“The special sensitivity of the Temple Mount 
cannot be overstated,” Judge Einat Avman-
Moller said in her ruling on Wednesday, using 
the Hebrew name for the compound. The 
judge said Jewish worship there “should be 
superseded by other interests, among them the 
safeguarding of public order”.

One must wonder how this will all play out on 
Sunday in the city both Jews and Palestinians 
regard as their own. So many Palestinians 
being killed for no reason while Jews show 
contempt for not only their homes and land, 
but their laws. Whatever happens 16 yr old 
Ghaith Rafeeq Yamin will not get to finish his 
schooling, get a job, get married or do any of 
the other things 16 year olds in most societies 
can take for granted. We have to wonder at a 
society where being born Palestinian means 
that you must spend your life, no matter how 
short, struggling for basic human rights.

This article originally appeared online:
By https://creatingsocialism.org/another-
young-palestinian-killed-and-fears-of-more-
violence-during-upcoming-israeli-march/ 

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/5/26/palestinian-probe-shows-israeli-forces-purposely-shot-abu-akleh
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/5/26/palestinian-probe-shows-israeli-forces-purposely-shot-abu-akleh
https://creatingsocialism.org/another-young-palestinian-killed-and-fears-of-more-violence-during-upcoming-israeli-march/
https://creatingsocialism.org/another-young-palestinian-killed-and-fears-of-more-violence-during-upcoming-israeli-march/
https://creatingsocialism.org/another-young-palestinian-killed-and-fears-of-more-violence-during-upcoming-israeli-march/
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FULL MARX

Last week Dave Middleton wrote an article for 
Critical Mass on how ruling class ideas dominate 
in society until they are challenged by struggles 
from below. And those who are part of that struggle 
often have their ideas and their lives distorted or 
erased from history. 

One of the biggest victims of this was Karl Marx, 
who was also one of the first to write about this 
phenomenon. Dave quotes a famous passage from 
Marx’s book, The Germany Ideology.

“The ideas of the ruling class are in every epoch the ruling ideas, 
i.e. the class which is the ruling material force of society, is at the 
same time its ruling intellectual force.”

Ideas.com 

There is a whole industry devoted to churning out 
ideas. School text books, university courses, news 
and current affairs reporting, books, films and TV 
entertainment. There are some dissenting voices. 
But by and large the content meant for public 
consumption reinforces the ideas that the ruling 
class wants us to believe. These are not necessarily 
ideas that they believe in and apply to themselves. 
They are ideas to keep us in our place. 

Jubilee
We are about to see that industry go full throttle in 
the weeks ahead as the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee is 
used to hammer home messages about loyalty, duty 

and patriotism. They will 
not spell out that we are 
subservient subjects of Her 
Majesty, rather than free 
citizens of a republic. 

They don’t have to. We were 
all taught that we have a 
constitutional monarchy to 
protect us from an elected 
dictatorship, except that we 
do not have a constitution. We 
do have a monarchy, though, 
one that wears a crown and 
represents the Crown. Hence 
the charade of Charles 
delivering the Queen’s 
Speech to Parliament, not 
on behalf of his mum, but 
on behalf of a very expensive 
bejewelled hat placed on a 
throne next to him. 

No doubt, some churlish 
voices will point out that 
accident of birth is a very 
fickle finger of fate with 
which to decide on our head 
of state, especially if it should 
point to Andrew rather than 
Charles as our next king.

70 years at the crease,

The Queen has played a 
corker.

 And may our wonderment not 
cease,

Lest Andrew bowls his Yorker.

Next week I shall look more 
closely into Marx’s ideas and 
why he should not become 
one of the forgotten people.
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TILTING AT WINDFALLS

Welcome to my weekly column about 
finding, and having, a very real, 
practical faith that we need every day, 
just to get up in the morning.

Windfall Tax

We’ve probably heard all about the Sue 
Gray report and how it was damning 
of the government, and how quickly 
Johnson’s smirk returned after ten 
seconds of performative contrition. 
That battle isn’t over yet. But the 
battle for our wallets took a turn for 
the better today, Thursday May 26th, 
when Rishi Sunak was forced to tax 
the energy companies at long last.

People 1 – 0 Tory Scum

Robert Palmer, leader of Tax Justice 
UK, has cause to celebrate on this day. 
It was through the efforts of Palmer’s 
group, in conjunction with Uplift, 
350.org, Fuel Poverty Action and 
Greenpeace, that Sunak was forced to 
concede that the Ofgem energy cap – 
and the threat of a quarterly further 

price rise – was a step 
way too far. Prices are 
rising beyond absurdity, 
the energy firms are 
raking it in, and it’s 
blood money. They 
bring suffering to us, 
because it’s clear that 
the men in charge of 
the energy companies 
are out of control.

No more. Time this 
ended. Time to put a 
stop to the gouging.

These battles are far 
from over. Everyone 
who’s been working 
hard for price justice and 
windfall taxes is going 
to keep the pressure 
on, to stop Sunak and 
Johnson backtracking, 
turning grants into 
loans, between now and 
October.

So you’re needed more 
than ever to stand with 
the pressure groups 
against the corruption 
in Westminster. We can 
beat them back. We can 
send them packing once 
and for all. We must.

Have a good week, 
everybody.
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E Diplomacy or bloodshed? What exactly does 

Zelensky want?

Susie Granic

AS the war in Ukraine continues, 
we heard Ukraine’s president, 
Volodymyr Zelensky, saying at the 

weekend that it would only end through 
diplomacy. Some politicians, notably 
Jeremy Corbyn, have often said diplomacy 
is the only way to avoid any bloodshed, and 
should be the first step and not the last.
However, Zelensky stated that, although he 
believes Ukraine will be victorious in this war, 
the conflict “will be bloody, there will be fighting, but 
it will only definitively end through diplomacy”. But 
is diplomacy what Zelensky wants to end this? 
Last Wednesday Kremlin spokesman Dmitry 
Peskov accused Kyiv authorities of  not wanting 
to continue talks to end hostilities. And Russian 
news agencies say the last meeting happened 
about a month ago, on April 22nd.
Zelensky’s talk yesterday would also seem to 
contradict this call for diplomacy. On the first 
day of  the World Economic Forum meeting 
in Davos, Switzerland, the Ukrainian president 
called for “maximum” sanctions on Russia, 
which should include an oil embargo, the 
blocking of  all its banks and cutting off  trade 
with Russia completely. He also pushed for the 
complete withdrawal of  foreign companies 
from Russia and said this should set a precedent 
for potential conflicts. 

Further military aid
Zelensky has also called for more military, 
aid and, on Saturday, US President Joe Biden 
signed a bill providing just that. The package 

This war is really 
a turning point 
of  history, and 
it will reshape 

our political and 
our economic 

landscape in the 
coming years 

Klaus Schwab



17

for Ukraine, worth nearly $40bn (£32bn), 
represents the largest programme of  American 
assistance since Russia launched its invasion in 
February.
The bill, which will funnel support to Ukraine 
for about the next five months, includes about 
$6bn for armoured vehicles and air defences. 
This does not sound like diplomacy, it is only 
going to lengthen this bloody conflict.
Zelensky received a standing ovation after 
his speech and the event’s supervisor, Klaus 
Schwab, said: “This war is really a turning point 
of  history, and it will reshape our political and our 
economic landscape in the coming years”.

A turning point?
Why is the Ukraine war a ‘turning point’ in 
history when Iraq, Afghanistan, Gaza, Somalia, 
Lebanon, for example, were not? What is 
the difference? Is it because it is now White 
Europeans being killed, or is it because it is 
Russia and not the West or its allies doing the 
invading? And does anybody really believe 
it will “reshape our political and economic 
landscape”?
Moreover, what will it mean for the rest of  
the world? Russia is blocking Ukraine’s ports 
and interrupting supplies of  wheat, barley and 
sunflower oil. The head of  the United Nations 
World Food Program, David Beasley, told 
the Associated Press that, if  these supplies 
remain off  the market, the world could face a 
food availability problem in the next 10 to 12 
months, and “that is going to be hell on earth”.
He warned that there were “49 million knocking 
on famine’s door right now in 43 countries”, including 
Yemen, Lebanon, Mali, Burkina Faso, Egypt, 
Congo, Guatemala and El Salvador. Nobody 
would argue with that, but they were in that 
position before Russia invaded Ukraine, so it 

appears simplistic to try to tie the two 
together. Or perhaps not simplistic, 
but an intention to lay the blame for 
the suffering of  far too many people, 
which has being going on for far too 
long, at Russia’s door. Maybe take 
the $6bn the US has budgeted for 
Ukraine for armoured vehicles and 
air defence and use it for those who 
have been suffering for years instead?
We want this war to end. Peacefully. 
We at Critical Mass have been arguing 
for a peaceful solution since it 
began, as has Stop the War Coalition 
and a mere handful of  politicians. 
However, most politicians, those 
with the power to do something to 
help bring an end to this conflict, 
continue to see this war as a way to 
avoid scrutiny of  their own dismal 
performance.
We do not want to see any more people 
suffer, be they in African, Middle 
Eastern or European countries. But 
let us not be naive – if  the Ukraine 
war were to end peacefully tomorrow, 
all the people going hungry in those 
other countries would still be going 
hungry a month or a year from now.
This article originally appeared 
online:
https://creatingsocialism.org/diplo-
macy-or-bloodshed-what-exact-
ly-does-zelensky-want/ 

https://creatingsocialism.org/diplomacy-or-bloodshed-what-exactly-does-zelensky-want/
https://creatingsocialism.org/diplomacy-or-bloodshed-what-exactly-does-zelensky-want/
https://creatingsocialism.org/diplomacy-or-bloodshed-what-exactly-does-zelensky-want/
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The most tragic thing about the Uvalde shooting is that it is yet another massacre 
of children in the United States.

As always, it has been met with a mixture of calls for ‘thoughts and prayers’ 
as well as hand-wringing about how bad the situation is. Neither, however, is 
going to lead to any material change which will prevent another such event from 
happening.

The ease with which it is possible to purchase and carry firearms in some states 
is truly terrifying. Far more terrifying, however, is the power which the gun lobby 
has in the US.

There are more guns in the United States than there are people. Arms, both big 
and small, are huge business in the world’s richest and most powerful country. 
And where there are enormous profits, there is enormous influence.

The consequences of this for the USA are all too clear to see: endless war abroad 
and endless carnage at home.

The United States of America has a toxic relationship and fundamentally economic 
dependency on violence. Until this changes, we can expect more Uvaldes and 
Buffalos and Sandy Hooks and Columbines...
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E How forgotten peoples are kept in the margins
Dave Middleton 

When somebody suggested we have an issue focused on forgotten 
peoples I thought ‘great, I’ll do something on the Yemenis, or on 
people in care homes’. I then started to think well, what about 

individual people who perhaps we should remember, those we are allowed to 
forget? Why, for example, do we celebrate people whose main claim to fame is 
being on TV but not teachers, nurses or trade unionists? 
Forgotten peoples, it seems to me, aren’t so much forgotten as erased. In a culture where so much 
of  what we know is dominated by the media (particularly broadcast media but also in print still) it 
is worth repeating the line of  Jock Cohen, a criminologist, who once said, “the media don’t tell you 
what to think, but they do tell you what to think about”. These days, of  course they increasingly tell 
us what to think as well, but they dominate the ‘narrative’ we have to respond to.
Take a look at the news output from Critical Mass, though in doing so remember we are not a 
professional news organisation, which is almost entirely a reaction to the news as presented by the 
mass media. Of  course, we offer a different interpretation of  the news but we have no option but to 
follow the narrative they provide. It means that whilst we may think we are doing something radically 
different, in reality we are hanging on to the shirt tails of  those we oppose.

Dominant ideas
Some on the left believe it is possible to change the perception of  the left by having better slogans or 
by playing the media game more successfully. This belief, which I guess is pretty popular, is based on 
the idea that the media only tell us what to think about and that by clever manipulation we can change 
what people are being told to think. This could only be the case, surely, if  the media were somehow 
neutral observers? This is the claim of  a number of  professional journalists who suggest anybody 
who thinks differently is some sort of  conspiracy theorist nutcase.
It was Marx who argued:
“The ideas of  the ruling class are in every epoch the ruling ideas, i.e. the class which is the ruling 
material force of  society, is at the same time its ruling intellectual force. The class which has the 
means of  material production at its disposal, has control at the same time over the means of  mental 
production, so that thereby, generally speaking, the ideas of  those who lack the means of  mental 
production are subject to it. The ruling ideas are nothing more than the ideal expression of  the 
dominant material relationships, the dominant material relationships grasped as ideas.”
The German Ideology
This is just a way of  saying what Jock Cohen said, but perhaps rather more elegantly. Whether it is 
true or not depends I guess on your view of  the world. But what is certainly true is that the dominant 
ideas, that is the ideas that surround us, are those passed down to us by what we no longer call the 
ruling class and have come to call ‘the elite’ or ‘the 1%’. The reality is that the elite 1% are exactly 
what Marx called the ruling class. They own and control virtually everything ownable or controllable. 
This is not some accident.

Selective memories
What this means is they decide who should be celebrated and they decide who should be ignored or 
worse given pariah status. They allow a so-called free press only in as much as that press is compliant 
with their ideas. Given they own the press, that’s not too much of  a problem for them. The press 
doesn’t exist just to inform you, but to educate you. And, if  you think education is, by definition, 
a good thing then you have clearly never really thought about how the content of  education is 
constructed. What it means is there is a symbiotic relationship between those who own and control 
the media and those who own and control the rest of  industry. They decide we should be constantly 
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FURTHER READING 
This article appeared as part of  Issue 15 of  
Critical Mass Magazine, which you can find 
here.
Issue 15 also contains articles by Dave Middleton, 
Luke Andreski, Susie Granic, Tanweer Dar, 
Amber Goth, Fiat Knox, Marilyn Tyzack, Mike 
Stanton, Jo Buchanan and Howard Thorp, plus 
our monthly podcast, The Critical Mass Socialist 
Hour,  featuring an interview with social activist 
and mental health campaigner Michelle Torez.

reminded that the royal family are ‘good’ even when we 
might know otherwise, whilst at the same time not only 
ignoring Julian Assange, but using him and then running a 
campaign against him as he now faces life in an American 
maximum security prison.
In that example, you see precisely how the idea of  a dominant 
ideology works. The press does include information on those 
who are otherwise forgotten, but it quickly moves on so they 
are, in effect, forgotten again. At the same time they have 
a selective memory. Every time the media mention Jeremy 
Corbyn they quickly include a reference to antisemitism. 
Yet this is not the case when they mention Boris Johnson; 
they do not mention every occasion when he has lied. 
Admittedly, to do so would fill most newspapers, but you 
get the point? The struggles of  the Palestinian people are 
mentioned only in response to an agenda created by the 
Israelis who are oppressing them. Palestinian resistance is 
always accompanied by the word ‘terrorist’. Israeli terrorism 
is never called out in the same way. 
Marx was right. The relationship between the owners of  
the means of  production and the rest of  us is not simply 
an economic one but an ideological one. Those who think 
we can reform the press to make it present our side more 
effectively miss the point. Ideology is not just a battle of  
ideas, or, if  it is the battleground, is not the producers of  
the ideology, it is the social system itself. Marx’s point was 
that, if  you want to change the dominant ideology, you have 
to change the mode of  production. Marx was also fairly 
clear on the means to do so, but that is another article.

Alternatives
To return to the idea of  forgotten peoples. In an age of  mass 
communication, we rely on the various parts of  the media 
to keep the public informed. Although we have alternative 
media, of  which Critical Mass is one small part, we do not 
have an alternative economy with an alternative dominant 
ideology. The BBC speaks to millions of  people every day, 
Critical Mass to a thousand on a very good day. Whether 
we like it or not the dominant ideology, which supports the 
dominant economic system, continues to worm its way into 
people’s brains. It means they can keep the Saudi war against 
Yemen and the Israeli war against Palestine in the margins. 
It means that trade union struggles, particularly if  they are 
successful, are rarely mentioned. It means that socialism, if  
it gets mentioned at all, is presented as authoritarian and 
anti-freedom and the preserve of  cranks. 
How do we break this dominant ideology? In a sense we 
don’t. Nobody is going to break with that ideology by 
reading this (I understand my readership to be already on 
my side). When people come into conflict with the system, 
(as Howard Thorp discusses with regard to the miners strike 
in this issue) they do tend to question whether they have 

been lied to about other things. The media were 
particularly vicious to the miners (the treatment 
of  miners’ leader Arthur Scargill set the template 
for what they later did to Jeremy Corbyn, and on 
both occasions with the support of  the Labour 
establishment), but whilst the majority of  people 
might have agreed with what they were seeing and 
reading, many who came into contact with the 
miners did not recognise the image being presented.
Through struggle people begin not only to question 
the media but to see that what they had taken for 
granted is questionable. For that to happen, there 
needs to be an alternative voice for people to 
turn to. Critical Mass, along with other left voices 
including Red Pepper, The Canary, Skwawkbox, 
the Morning Star, and the papers produced by 
left parties, will always be the preserve of  a small 
minority in periods when the struggle is muted. At 
the moment many people who will one day reject 
the dominant ideology are still not only engaged 
with it, but immersed in it.
Until we have a genuinely free press. the oppressed 
peoples of  the world, be they nations or individuals, 
will remain in the margins and be largely forgotten, 
not just by the media but by the rest of  us too. Our 
role in the interim period is to try to bring those 
forgotten peoples out of  the dark corners and into 
the light. We cannot break the dominant ideology 
by an effort of  will alone. Neither can we break it 
by creating more acceptable slogans (the very act 
of  making them acceptable means they are part of  
the dominant ideology not challenging it). As the 
dominant ideology is a reflection of  the mode of  
production, it is only by changing that mode that 
we can change it. Only as power transfers from the 
few to the many, from the elite to the masses, from 
the bourgeoisie to the proletariat, will the ideas that 
exist to justify the economic system change too.

https://creatingsocialism.org/free-julian-assange-he-risks-losing-everything/
https://creatingsocialism.org/how-forgotten-peoples-are-kept-in-the-margins/
https://creatingsocialism.org/truth-is-a-weapon/
https://creatingsocialism.org/investigative-journalism-a-look-back-to-when-words-truly-were-weapons/
https://creatingsocialism.org/from-the-river-to-the-sea/
https://creatingsocialism.org/the-uk-authoritarian-oligarchy-and-how-to-oppose-it/
https://creatingsocialism.org/sense-out-of-nonsense-northern-ireland-brexit-and-liz-truss/
https://creatingsocialism.org/civil-service-under-attack-again/
https://creatingsocialism.org/barates-and-regina-and-many-more/
https://creatingsocialism.org/barates-and-regina-and-many-more/
https://creatingsocialism.org/what-sort-of-country-are-we-the-detention-of-refugees-in-the-uk-shames-us-all/
http://       
https://creatingsocialism.org/with-the-miners/
https://creatingsocialism.org/the-critical-mass-socialist-hour-episode-20/
https://creatingsocialism.org/the-critical-mass-socialist-hour-episode-20/
https://creatingsocialism.org/how-uk-mental-health-services-stole-my-father/
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In a week when more people are 
killed in wars that serve no great 
purpose. And, in a week when in 
Britain our leaders are shown to be 
liars and hypocrites, it is hard to find 
anything positive to say that might 
motivate people.
We live in a system so corrupt at its 
core that a measly £400 is supposed 
to convince us that one of  the richest 
men in the world cares one jot about 
us.
I often wonder what price 
democracy? What would it feel like 
to live in a genuine democracy? And, 
I know that many people believe that 
we already do. 
The ancient Greeks defined 
democracy as ‘rule by the people, for 
the people’. But what we have is rule 
by an elite for an elite. Nothing that 
happens in Westminster or any of  
the other palaces of  democracy are 
done for the benefit of  people.
It is obvious that democracy, in its 
true sense, simply does not exist. 
If  it ever did it has long been 
corrupted. So, even if  Boris Johnson 
was to resign as Prime Minister, he 
would simply be replaced by another 
carbon copy version promoting the 
same set of  values. 
If  anybody thinks Labour is any 
different simply look to Scotland 

where they are happy to deal with the Tories 
to take Edinburgh Council away from the 
SNP.
Labour and Tory politicians are so in each 
others pockets that not only do they remain 
good friends but they can easily move from 
one party to another.
Where does hope lie if  not in Labour?
As Howard Thorp wrote excellently this 
week it is with the self  organisation of  
workers. Through trade unions certainly, 
but in other ways too. It is only when 
working people get together that anything 
substantially changes.
Elections have become an obsession which 
we can well do without. The energy and the 
hope and expectation that goes into electing 
a so-called ‘representative’ who then ignores 
you completely, has always been a far cry 
from anything remotely democratic.
But if  only we had PR, I hear people say. In 
essence how you count votes is not the issue. 
What is at issue is what happens afterwards. 
My MP, a Labour member, does not reply to 
my emails and has blocked me on Twitter. 
Presumably my vote is expendable, but 
I was there when she was elected in the 
wake of  the bump Jeremy Corbyn gave to 
a lot of  Laobut seats in 2017. Her speech 
to the party faithful was essentially “I now 
represent all the people not just those who 
voted for me.” What this meant was that 
she could freely demonise those of  us on 
the left and pursue her own career.
It’s an awful system in which our engagement 
with democracy is the opportunity to vote 
for somebody we barely trust every 3-5 
years. It means that decision making that 
affects us is as far away now as it was before 
most of  us even had the vote.
Surely, it is time for a change?
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