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Guns kill • Labour Cheats • War is the crime •We march for Palestinian rights • Being gay is okay
Plus Notes from the Edge featuring Marilyn Tyzack, Luke Andreski, Fiat Knox, Jo Buchanan 
And, our latest report on the cost of living.

Once again we feature photos of  people who were alive 
last week and are now dead. This time the assault rifle 
used to gun down innocent people, including the four 
above, was in American hands. Ten people murdered 
for the ‘crime’ of  being black and in the wrong place 
at the wrong time. Whilst we don’t want the American 
police to gun down even more people, it is odd that 
faced with a heavily armed white supremacist the police 
showed no level of  fear and simply disarmed him. Yet, 
we have documented cases of  police gunning down 
black people reaching for their driving licence from 
whom the police, themselves heavily armed of  course, 

claimed to be in fear of  their lives.
The ten dead are named inside. We have two issues 
colliding here. An American obsession with guns which 
means that in a recent poll 44% of  those questioned 
said they lived in a household which owned a gun. 
At the same time the level of  systemic racism is at 
genocidal levels encouraged by Republican Party elites 
and amplified by the likes of  Fox News. Now is the 
time to say: 

Enough is enough.
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The murder of Al Jazeera’s veteran reporter, Shireen Abu Akleh 
by Israeli forces, and the subsequent Israeli attack on mourners at 
her funeral, highlight the need for continuing solidarity with the 
Palestinan cause. Critical Mass writer and editor Ann Newton-
Marcial has written before about her activity in the Eastbourne 
branch of the  Palestine Solidarity Campaign. Today we thank 
her PSC branch chair, Sarah Kishawi, who has sent us this report 
of Saturday’s national demonstration in London and provided 
the pictures.

Nakba
Tens of  thousands of  people came together in London 
on Saturday, to stand in solidarity with the oppressed 
Palestinian people and to acknowledge 74 years of  
the Nakba. ‘Nakba’ meaning catastrophe in Arabic, 
refers to the displacement of  over 750,000 Palestinians 
from their homes, the killing of  13,000 more and the 
eradication of  over 500 Palestinian villages, in order to 
expel the Palestinians and also to prevent their return. 
It was carried out by Zionist militias in 1948, as they 
pursued their goal of  creating an exclusive Jewish state.

Apartheid
The goal has not changed, but the steadfastness of  
the Palestinian people has meant that Israel has had to 
stoop ever lower trying to achieve this goal. The Nakba 
continues to this day, with Palestinians living under an 
apartheid regime, denied their most basic of  human 
rights, treated as an inferior racial group, dispossessed of  their 
land and refused their right of  return.

Solidarity
These tens of  thousands of  supporters, young and old, 
all on the right side of  history, came from far and wide 
to show their solidarity and to march from the BBC 
headquarters to Downing Street.  Many were holding 
pictures of  the reporter Shireen Abu Akleh and expressing 
outrage at her murder by Israeli forces on Wednesday. 55 
blue press flak jackets were held up at Downing Street, to 
commemorate the 55 journalists murdered by Israel since 
2000. Israel continues to kill with impunity. So far this 
year, 10 Palestinian children have been murdered. 
Chants of  “No justice. No peace” and “When Palestine 
is occupied, resistance is justified” were heard loudly 
and clearly, and the feeling of  solidarity was strong and 
unifying. 
This article first appeared online:
https://creatingsocialism.org/thousands-march-for-palestine/

Thousands March for Palestine

https://creatingsocialism.org/boycott-puma-day-of-action/
https://creatingsocialism.org/boycott-puma-day-of-action/
https://www.palestinecampaign.org/
https://creatingsocialism.org/thousands-march-for-palestine/
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WHY LESSONS FROM 1945 ARE STILL 
IMPORTANT.

We are currently being prepared for the most 
serious drop in living standards since records 
began 30 years ago. If this is not worrying enough, 
the lack of any radical Government proposals to 
counter the profound impact on those who are 
already living on the edge is of real concern. The 
government’s aim appears to be that if expectations 
are significantly reduced there will be no need to 
take any action and, of course, they are doing their 
best.

Labour Victory
But they are not doing their best. More could 
be done. Lessons from history show just how 
much can be achieved with a strong vision and a 
genuine commitment to social justice. The post-
war generation in 1945 caused a political tsunami 
by ousting Churchill and voting in Labour. They 
wanted an end to wartime austerity, and no return 
to pre-war economic depression. They wanted 
change, and change is what they got. 

On the first day of the new parliament, the massed 
ranks of Labour members sang ‘The Red Flag.’ 
Tories everywhere were scandalised.

Massive Growth In Education And House Building
In 1945 in order to meet the most pressing 
educational needs, the Labour government, 
managing an economy decimated by 6 years of war, 
provided 70,000 new teachers, 600,000 new school 

places and replaced or repaired the 
five thousand destroyed or damaged 
school buildings. 

One million new homes were built 
between 1945 and 1951, including 29 
New Towns to replace the two hundred 
thousand houses that were totally 
destroyed and the half a million that 
were  seriously damaged.

In addition, they implemented the 
welfare state, with the vision of cradle 
to grave care and, of course, founded 
the NHS. They also nationalised key 
industries.

So, how did the UK reduce its 
very high ratio of public debt to 
GDP after the Second World War 
while simultaneously building the 
welfare state? Low interest rates, 
low unemployment, rapid economic 
growth and tolerance for higher 
taxation all played a role.

Commitment To Real Change
Of course, this is an unfair comparison. 
The post war government was 
committed to real change. They were 
not afraid to take risks and to tackle 
vested interests. Yes, we all know that 
mistake were made. But compared to 
the current administration, with its 
crocodile tears about matters being 
outside its control, whilst continuing 
to allow a minority to exponentially 
increase their wealth, their 
achievements were legendary. The 
post war government shows what can 
be achieved in difficult circumstances. 
It shows that anything is possible. It 
shows that failure to act is a political 
choice. 
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ON Saturday a gunman in Buffalo, New York killed ten people 
and injured three more in what has been described as a racially 
motivated killing. 18-year-old Payton Gendron, drove from 
his home about 200 miles away to the Tops Friendly Market, 
which is located in the heart of  Buffalo’s Black community, 
with the intention of  killing. Eleven of  those killed and injured 
were Black, the remaining two White.
It is being investigated as a racially motivated attack, with Erie 
County Sheriff  John C. Garcia, saying during a press conference 
on Saturday: “This was pure evil. It was straight-up racially motivated 
hate crime from somebody outside of  our community, outside of  the City 
of  Good neighbours … coming into our community and trying to inflict 
that evil upon us”. The FBI is investigating the shooting as a hate 
crime and an act of  racially-motivated violent extremism.
On Saturday Gendron arrived at the store around 2:30 pm, 
heavily armed and wearing tactical gear and a helmet. Attached 
to his clothing was a camera which was livestreaming his 
actions. He used an assault weapon, according to Erie County 
District Attorney John J. Flynn. Gendron shot four people 
outside the grocery store, three fatally. He then entered the 
store, where he exchanged fire with an armed security guard, 
who authorities said was a retired Buffalo police officer. The 
security guard died of  his injuries. He then shot eight more 
people in the store, six of  whom he killed.

Where were the safeguards?
Authorities say the semi-automatic rifle he used had been 
purchased legally, but modified illegally. A law enforcement 
official told The Associated Press on condition of  anonymity 
that Gendron had threatened to carry out a shooting last 
year at Susquehanna Valley High School around the time of  
graduation. Apparently New York State Police said troopers 
were called to the Conklin school on June 8, 2021, when he 
was 17 years old. He was then sent for mental health treatment. 
Which begs the question as to why he was not on any watchlist. 
The clerk who sold him the weapon has said there were no 
flags when he entered Gendron’s name into the computer.
Buffalo native and New York Governor Kathy Hochul said an 
investigation into the shooting would focus on how Gendron 
managed to get away with it when he was known to authorities 
and presented a threat, which is a question many will be 
asking. “I want to know what people knew and when they knew it,” she 
said, adding “these depraved ideas are fermenting on social media – it’s 
spreading like a virus now”.

White supremacist murders 10 in Buffalo

Susie Granic

When will this slogan be 
redundant in the USA?

Image courtesy of Mark Vincent at 
Unsplash
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Racist conspiracy manifesto
The authorities have in hand a manifesto which as yet has not 
been officially attributed to Gendron, but is thought to have 
been written by him. The 180-page document outlines ‘The 
Great Replacement Theory’ – a racist conspiracy theory that 
white people are being replaced by minorities in the US and 
other countries. The manifesto holds racist, anti-immigrant 
and anti-Semitic beliefs, among which was a desire to drive all 
people not of  European descent from the US.
The manifesto’s author says he bought ammo some time ago 
but didn’t get serious about planning the attack until earlier this 
year. He continues on about his perceptions of  the dwindling 
size of  the White population and claims of  ethnic and cultural 
replacement of  Whites. The manifesto’s author attributes the 
internet for most of  his beliefs and describes himself  as a 
fascist, a White supremacist and an anti-Semite.
A preliminary investigation has found Gendron had often 
visited sites espousing white supremacist ideologies and race-
based conspiracy theories and had extensively researched the 
2019 mosque shootings in Christchurch, New Zealand, and 
also Anders Breivik, the Norwegian far-right terrorist  who 
killed 77 people in one day in 2011.
But it is also how the shooting was brought to an end that 
many will question in the days to come. When confronted 
by police, the shooter held a gun to his own neck, but police 
talked him into dropping the weapon and surrendering. I think 
we all know that, had the shooter been an 18-year-old Black 
man, he would now be dead at the hands of  the police. Racism 
does not exist solely in the heads of  far-right extremists.
The victims, may they rest in peace:
Roberta A. Drury, 32, of  Buffalo
Margus D. Morrison, 52, of  Buffalo
Andre Mackneil, 53, of  Auburn, New York
Aaron Salter, 55, of  Lockport, New York
Geraldine Talley, 62, of  Buffalo
Celestine Chaney, 65, of  Buffalo
Heyward Patterson, 67, of  Buffalo
Katherine Massey, 72, of  Buffalo
Pearl Young, 77, of  Buffalo
Ruth Whitfield, 86, of  Buffalo
Zaire Goodman, 20, of  Buffalo, was treated and released from 
hospital
Jennifer Warrington, 50, of  Tonawanda, New York, was 
treated and released from hospital
Christopher Braden, 55, of  Lackawanna, New York, had non-
life threatening injuries
https://creatingsocialism.org/ten-killed-in-racially-motivat-
ed-shooting/ 
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The system of higher education in the UK is a 
disgrace. It comes nowhere near meeting the needs 
of employers or equipping young people to fulfil their 
aspirations. Access is unfair and young people are 
loaded with debts which may last the rest of their 
lives. The system is highly biased towards the monied 
classes, who use it to maintain their privileged 
position.

Trauma

It is now exam time, when many young people suffer 
severe stress and trauma. Teenagers take exams 
at a time when they’re experiencing all manner of 
growing-up pains, relationship challenges and illness 
– and even hay fever can affect performance.

Michael Gove imposed a regime on schools which 
puts more emphasis on exams and less on course 
work. This was against expert advice and undoubtedly 
contributed to the UK coming 69th out of 72 countries 
for children’s ‘zest for life’ in an OECD survey (PISA 
study).

Preserving Privilege

The crucial role of the examination system is to 
preserve privilege rather than test a pupil’s ability. 
George Monbiot wrote in the Guardian on 27th April: 
“So, what are exams for? Preserving privilege. Privilege loves 
competition because it can always be rigged”.

As we are seeing quite clearly today, you can pass 
exams, enter a top university and become a minister, 
but still fail to meet the basic standards of research, 
insight, originality, reasoned argument, empathy or 
humanity. Time for a change?

Gaming the system – ability to pay

Private schools, egregious as they are, are becoming 
more so, with fees deliberately being increased to 
levels where only a small elite can afford them. If 

they can’t afford them, wealthy parents move to 
neighbourhoods where there are excellent state 
schools. This increases social division in towns 
and cities. 

This is the experience of ex-public schoolboy 
Sam Freedman writing in the New Statesman: 
“After I decided to apply to Oxford my school arranged a 
talk and lunch for the college’s lead tutor and sat me next to 
him. They gave me a practice interview, not with a spotty 
undergrad but an internationally famous historian. And 
that’s before we get to the tiny class sizes, bountifully stocked 
library and greater number of teaching hours”.

Pupils from state schools outperform those from 
private schools at university. This suggests entry 
to higher education should be based on potential 
and attitude, rather than exams. This would 
make it more difficult for the lazy and entitled to 
gain entry, and we would all benefit as a society.

Gaming the system – access to exam details and 
know-how

An issue which does not get enough publicity is 
the ‘gaming’ of exams (or cheating if you prefer). 
Eton faced a scandal after pupils were found to 
be circulating exam questions ahead of the exam. 

Pre-University exams are rated as equivalent to 
A-Levels, but their chief examiners are usually 
teachers at private schools, allowing them 
advance access to questions.

Due to grade inflation A-Levels increasingly fail 
to identify the brightest pupils, so Oxbridge have 
re-introduced their own entrance tests, which are 
(surprise!) biased towards public schools.

First Class Honours, anybody?

The value of degrees is being diminished. 
Employers take little interest in degree level 
attainment when 38% of students now get a first-
class degree, up from 16% a decade ago. The Office 
for Students says the inflation of grade results 
are ‘unexplained’. Given the marketisation of 
universities, that conclusion seems disingenuous, 
to say the least.

Meanwhile, employers are turning to less 
‘purchasable’ performance indicators, such as 
communication skills and fitting in with the 
culture. The system is broken, but, unfortunately, 
a political class beholden to the system is unlikely 
to fix it.
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Tool developed to measure risk of  dying from 
Covid

Scientists at the University of  Vienna have developed a tool 
that will allow them to predict those who are at the highest risk 
of  Covid death. The tool is part of  an international research 
project called the COVID-19 Disease Outcome Predictor 
(CODOP). The tool uses an easy to use algorithm measure 
12 blood molecules. As scientists warn that with new variants, 
waning immunity, and the relaxation of  safety measures, we 
are going to see surges of  infections and hospitalisations, the 
tool could be a valuable weapon in our armoury against the still 
highly infectious virus.

Police should use discretion in deciding whether 
to prosecute thieves on the breadline

Andy Cook, the new HM Chief  Inspector of  Constabulary 
was reported as suggesting that Police Officers should use 
“discretion” when deciding whether to prosecute people 
caught stealing food in order to eat.  The policing minister, 
Kit Malthouse was quick to hit back saying that Andy Cooke’s 
views were “old-fashioned......We first of  all believe the law 
should be blind and police officers should operate without fear 
or favour in prosecution of  the law.”
However, the police already have a great deal of  discretion as 
they have the flexibility to handle a situation in the manner 
that they feel best meets the needs of  the individual and their 
overall community. 

Need for a U-turn on imposing a windfall tax 
.A Labour amendment to the Queen’s Speech asking for a new 
tax on the profits of  oil and gas producers was defeated by 
310 votes to 248, a majority 62, and was not supported by any 

Conservative MPs. In a speech to business 
leaders on Wednesday night Mr Sunak 
warned again that the “next few months will 
be tough” and said that while no measure any 
government could take “can make these global 
forces disappear overnight” that ministers 
stood ready. Watch this space!

The attacks on women’s 
reproductive rights grows in the US
CNN reported that Oklahoma’s legislature  
passed a bill on Thursday that would ban 
abortions from the stage of  “fertilization” 
and allow private citizens to sue abortion 
providers who “knowingly” perform or 
induce an abortion on a pregnant woman.” 
.The bill prohibits abortions at any stage 
of  pregnancy, with exceptions for medical 
emergencies or if  the pregnancy was a result 
of  rape, sexual assault or incest and reported 
to law enforcement.

Neoliberalism Has Poisoned Our 
Minds, Study Finds

A study published  Perspectives on 
Psychological Science the dominance of  
neoliberalism is turning societies against 
equality. Experts found that the dominance 
of  neoliberalism across social and economic 
institutions has ingrained a widespread 
acceptance of  income inequality across our 
value systems.

War on Want publishes a report on 

how McDonald’s is avoiding tax

War on Want, report that McDonald’s has 
been passing billions in global profits through 
the City of  London, but has not stopped to 
pay its share of  UK tax.  At the same time, 
McDonald’s was able to claim £872 million 
in UK government tax breaks and support 
during the Covid-19 pandemic in 2020. War 
on Want is calling on the tax authorities, 
(HMRC ) to  launch a thorough investigation 
into McDonald’s tax affairs. “Workers shouldn’t 
be required to pay for the Covid-19 bailouts big 
business received”, it said.

News In Brief  compiled by Marilyn Tyzack
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A RUSSIAN soldier went on trial on 
Wednesday accused of  war crimes in 
Ukraine. Vadim Shishimarin, a 21-year-

old Russian tank commander, entered his plea 
in a Kyiv district court hearing in what is the first 
war crimes trial against a Russian soldier taking 
part in Russia’s invasion of  Ukraine.
Shishimarin is accused of  firing several shots with an assault 
rifle at a civilian’s head from a car after being ordered to do 
so, but, when asked if  he had been obliged to follow an order 
which amounted to a war crime, Shishimarin told the court, 
“No…I fired a short burst, three or four bullets”.
In his second hearing yesterday, Shishimarin asked the 
Ukrainian widow of  his alleged victim to forgive him for the 
murder of  her 62-year-old husband. “I acknowledge my blame … 
I ask you to forgive me,” he told the widow, Kateryna Shalipova.
And yesterday two more Russian soldiers were charged with 
shelling civilian areas of  Ukraine with GRAD missiles and 
pleaded guilty to violating the rules of  war.

Impunity for the West
If  these soldiers, and others, did indeed commit war crimes, 
then I doubt anybody would be calling for their release, but 
it does beg the question of  why the West and its allies are 
permitted to commit what amount to war crimes with impunity.
Is it only last week that we saw Israeli forces shoot down 
journalist Shireen Abu Akleh in cold blood? Who is still talking 
about that? Who will stand trial for her murder?
Julian Assange is currently in prison for making public a video 
in 2010 of  US soldiers fatally shooting 18 civilians from a 
helicopter in Iraq. Those killed included two journalists. The 
soldiers who committed these crimes are not in prison, the 
journalist who brought them to light is.
Go back seven more years, to June 2003, when Amnesty 
International published reports of  human rights abuses by the 
US military and its allies at detention centres and prisons in 
Iraq, most notably the infamous Abu Ghraib prison, which 
had once been used by the government of  Saddam Hussein.
Amnesty International’s report stated that prisoners had been 
exposed to extreme heat, not provided with clothing and 
forced to use open trenches for toilets. They had also been 
tortured, with the methods including denial of  sleep for 
extended periods, exposure to bright lights and loud music, 

When is a war crime not a war 
crime? When it’s committed by the 

West
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https://creatingsocialism.org/shireen-abu-akleh-killed-by-israeli-forces/
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being restrained in uncomfortable 
positions and even the electrocution 
of  genitals.

Torture or “disgraceful 
conduct”?

The following year when photos 
emerged documenting extensive 
torture, ranging from prisoners on 
leashes, to bodies piled atop each other 
in pyramid structure, to prisoners 
standing in crucifixion like postures, 
there were global shockwaves at the 
displays of  brutality. 
In 2004, when the Abu Ghraib scandal 
first emerged, former President Bush 
responded, “Under the dictator, 
prisons like Abu Ghraib were symbols 
of  death and torture. That same 
prison became a symbol of  disgraceful 

conduct by a few American troops who dishonoured our country and 
disregarded our values …”.
Note the wording in Bush’s statement: what was ‘torture’ under Saddam’s reign 
became ‘disgraceful conduct’ when carried out by the US. Eleven soldiers were 
charged with offences which took place at Abu Ghraib but, considering the 
torture and long term injuries, both mental and  physical, inflicted on their 
victims, they got off  very lightly. 
They were charged mainly with dereliction of  duty, maltreatment, aggravated  
assault and battery. The soldiers were court-martialed, convicted, sentenced to 
military prison and dishonourably discharged from service, but the harshest 
sentence was 10 years imprisonment and loss of  rank, pay and benefits – to just 
one of  these soldiers. And the commanding officer of  all detention facilities in 
Iraq, Brigadier General Janis Karpinski, was simply reprimanded and demoted 
to the rank of  colonel. 

The My Lai massacre
We can go back even further to the Vietnam War and the My Lai massacre, 
where more than 500 people were killed by US soldiers, and, when the truth 
finally came to light, after officials had tried to cover it up, only 14 soldiers were 
charged with these war crimes, and only the leader of  the infamous Charlie 
Company, Lieutenant William Calley, was convicted. His life sentence was later 
reduced, first to 20 years imprisonment and then to ten.
Much can be written about war crimes committed by many sides; I mention 
Abu Ghraib and the My Lai massacre only because they are names many are 
likely to recall. But I hope the main point of  this article is being taken: that 
Ukraine is putting on trial soldiers from the Russian army for far lesser crimes 
than their allies have committed. Or quite probably they themselves, for we are 
still only being fed information from one side in this tragic war.
Whilst we at Critical Mass, and socialists throughout the world, do not condone 
the actions of  soldiers killing civilians, no matter where they might be, we 
firmly believe the real crime is war itself, not what soldiers might do when 
placed in that environment. We must never stop calling for peace.

Letter to the 
editor

Speaking as someone 
who has recently retired 
from employment for the 
LBTH, I was surprised at 
the lack of  analysis in your 
recent article of  the role 
of  the Labour Council 
and their continued attack 
on their workforce. Here 
we have the spectacle 
of  a Labour Mayor and 
Council using “hire and 
fire” to ram through 
changes to contracts. 
Their negotiating position 
was only slightly changed 
by major local strike 
action. And despite 
strong national Unison 
pressure on the nation 
Labour Party, it was clear 
that the Labour Party saw 
no contradiction in their 
policy on “hire and fire” 
and the Council’s position. 
As many of  the workforce 
are local residents, this was 
a strong reason for the 
massive drop in support 
for Labour. 
Voters across the country 
have seen the attitude of  
local Labour councils to 
them; expecting voters to 
just turn up and vote for 
them despite continuing 
to let their voters down.  
The result in Tower 
Hamlets is just a further 
example of  this attitude. 
Yours fraternally,
Colin Middleton

https://www.amnesty.org/en/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/amr510772004en.pdf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Janis_Karpinski
https://www.history.com/topics/vietnam-war/my-lai-massacre-1
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Stoke does not need Gove’s Bonkerooney plan to 
move the Lords here.

Last week Boris Johnson and his cabinet held a meeting 
in my hometown of Stoke-on-Trent. This was nice for 
them. It was a chance to get out and patronize, I mean 
meet, the people they usually tell from afar that they 
can feed themselves perfectly adequately on 30p a day.

To say the sight of our less than glorious leader 
trundling around the city looking bored stuck in my 
throat is an understatement. Stoke is one of the ‘red 
wall’ constituencies that turned blue in 2019 seduced 
by Tory promises about ‘levelling up’. Almost three 
years later and it hasn’t gone well, people are being 
battered by the cost-of-living crisis with the local food 
bank delivering a record number of parcels last year.

According to the Stoke Sentinel since opening in 
2012 the Stoke-on-Trent food bank has given out food 
to 115,000 people. Last year alone it gave out 14,754 
parcels, 5825 going to children. That is more than in 
any other year. Over the decade it has been in operation 
the number of children living in poverty in the city has 
risen from 29% to 43%.

Not to worry, Levelling Up Secretary Michael Gove 
has a cunning plan. He wants the House of Lords to 
move to Stoke-on-Trent, or somewhere similar, while 
refurbishment plans are under way. Citizen Gove has 
been having one of the more interesting mid-life crises 
in modern British politics. Marked so far by regular 
tabloid stories about late night Dad dancing in nightclubs 
and TV interviews in which his head wobbles about 
like that of a badly assembled Thunderbirds puppet.

This idea will probably last about as long as the froth 
on a hipster’s cappuccino, but it has at least given 

the English language a new word to 
describe the Johnson government and 
all its works. One coined by crossbench 
peer Baroness Hayman who described 
the plans as being ‘bonkerooney’.

Bonkerooney
This is a government that operates on 
the basis of why have a plan when you 
can have a gimmick instead; and they’ve 
got a truck full - each one more deluded 
and damaging than the last.

Places like Stoke-on-Trent  have seen 
their traditional industries crushed 
by Tory economic policies since the 
eighties. Labour took them for granted 
for decades and, blinded by frustration 
at being ignored, voters seized on Brexit 
and then the siren song of ‘levelling up’. 
What it has brought them is entry to an 
endless round of bidding for small pots 
of money to fix one part of their sagging 
infrastructure or another. A Hobbesian 
scramble after crumbs that leaves 
everyone still half-starved because none 
of the resulting small initiatives coalesce 
into a larger plan for regenerating the 
region.

If there is a plan to relocate the Lords 
the same sorry game would start again. 
Councils would be urged to put in a bid, 
requiring a glossy brochure written with 
the assistance of highly paid ‘consultants’ 
all paid for out of public funds. The 
result would be the same. For one town 
to win lots of others would have to lose.

What Stoke-on-Trent needs is a decent 
transport system, investment in helping 
people out of poverty and into good jobs 
in green industries and decent well 
insulated homes for its people. 

They are what you get through having 
a political system that works for the 
many not the few. Not one tied to 
gimmicks dreamed up on away-days to 
the provinces
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In the week that 
football generally 
reacted positively 

to 17 year old 
Blackpool footballer 
Jake Daniels coming 
out as gay, the battle to 
remove homophobia 
from sport shifted 

attention to Senegalese footballer Idrissa Gana 
Gueye. The player, allegedly, deliberately missed 
a Ligue 1 game for Paris St Germain because the 
players were going to wear jerseys supporting 
gay rights. 
Two Premier League players have made known their support 
for his stance. Crystal Palace player Cheikou Kouyate posted 
on Instagram that Gueye was “a real man”, adding “we 
wholeheartedly support you brother.” Whilst Watford player 
Ismaila Sarr also took to Instagram to voice his support for 
Gueye.
Senegal is a country that is deeply conservative with over 96%, 
according to the Pew Research Centre, saying that society 
should not accept homosexuality. This is in line with their 
penal code which makes gay acts imprisonable. 
It is because sport retains a macho image that Jake Daniels has 
to show immense bravery for revealing something which has 
absolutely nothing at all to do with his ability as a footballer. 
There is a reason that other gay footballers have remained in 
the closet until their playing days are over. Justin Fashanu was 
hounded for his revelation and his life ended tragically with 
suicide in 1998 after he was accused of  sexual assault.
So who are the homophobes in sport? Studies carried out in 
2015 and 2019 reveal that the homophobia comes from the 
stands for professional players and from other players for 
younger players. Over 80% of  gay athletes from 20 countries 
revealed that they had homophobic slurs aimed at them, 
particularly from spectators. 
Most football clubs are now participants in initiatives to 
encourage the participation of  all sections of  the community. 
But, clubs and players cannot legislate away the homophobia 
which exists in society. Since 2019, according to a Guardian 
report , homophobic and transphobic hate crime has been on 
the increase. 
In sport, whilst being gay is no longer considered a barrier 

Does sport have a prejudice 
problem?

Dave Middleton
to taking part in most sports 
the battleground has switched 
to trans rights with trans 
women facing discrimination 
from other women athletes. 
In December Erika Brown 
a member of  the USA 
swimming team posted on 
Instagram:

“I believe that we are all 
God’s children and we are 
called to love one another. 
I don’t want to create any 
hate, only speak up for what 
is right. We cannot allow 
transgender females 
to compete against 
biological women.”
She is not the first female 
athlete to speak out against 
allowing trans women to 
compete in female athletics 
claiming that they have an 
unfair advantage.
What we see here is the way 
in which homophobes and 
transphobes, often the same 
people incidentally, use sport 
to pursue an agenda of  
discrimination which most in 
our society do not accept in 
other areas of  social life.
As socialists we must oppose 
discrimination wherever 
it occurs. Whilst many of  
us thought the battles over 
sexuality and gender were 
in the past, it seems that the 
religious right continue to 
find new ways to demonise 
those with whose lifestyles 
they disagree.
An earlier version of  this 
article by Howard Thorp 
appeared online

https://www.france24.com/en/sport/20220518-psg-s-idrissa-gueye-asked-to-explain-absence-after-homophobia-accusations
https://www.equaldex.com/region/senegal
https://outonthefields.com/media/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/dec/03/recorded-homophobic-hate-crimes-soared-in-pandemic-figures-show
https://www.swimmingworldmagazine.com/news/olympian-erika-brown-we-cannot-allow-transgender-females-to-compete-against-biological-women/
https://creatingsocialism.org/footballer-jake-daniels-comes-out-as-gay/
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CLIMATE CHANGE – IS IT STILL ALL 
BLAH BLAH BLAH?

On Monday 16th May Channel 4 News reported 
that a new record had been set for the highest 
daily level of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere. 
The pace of global warming is increasing at an 
alarming rate. 

Monstrous Self-Harm
Six months ago world leaders met in Glasgow and 
promised to take urgent action. When interviewed 
by Ciaran Jenkins, Alok Sharma, the COP26 
president urged leaders to remember to honour the 
commitments they made. Otherwise they would be 
committing an act of ‘monstrous self-harm’. They 
had promised to try to limit the increase in global 
warming to 1.5°. This was a compromise and, as 
such, reduced Alok Sharma to tears in Glasgow. 

Sharma returned to the city this week and stated 
that world leaders are not doing enough. Was the 
momentum that appeared as a result of COP26 an 
illusion? Our dependence on fossil fuels continues 
apace, and the war in Ukraine and the rising cost of 
living should not be excuses for totally inadequate 
action. The current plans to address climate change 
do not begin to make an impact. 

No Moral Authority
The Business Secretary, Kwasi Kwarteng, has just 
announced a new round of licences to drill for oil 
and gas in the North Sea. Surely this means that 
the UK has no moral authority when it comes to 

climate change, even though Sharma 
claimed in the interview that we are 
regarded as a world leader? 

Alok Sharma was unconvincing 
when defending the Conservative 
government. The current plans, 
he argued, are part of a “transition 
phase”, a transition to what exactly? 
When asked about a windfall tax on 
the profits from oil and gas, Sharma 
did not speak in favour of the idea, 
but said, “The reality is that these 
businesses have made billions and 
billions of pounds.” 

There was rather indecisive talk 
about looking in detail at where this 
money would be invested in terms of 
clean energy, and he made use of that 
well-worn phrase that means next to 
nothing, “Keep all options on the 
table.”

However, he ended by saying that 
world leaders do need to turn 
commitments to action and should 
now, “step up on the pace of delivery.” 
So Sharma shies away from criticising 
our Tory administration, is strong 
on generalisation but is short on 
specifics.

Blah Blah Blah 
The world must reject the belief that 
we need to focus on economic growth, 
must analyse the exact meaning and 
implications of “net zero” and put into 
action policies that would involve us all 
in making momentous changes to our 
lives. We need bold, uncompromising, 
principled leaders to persuade people to 
reject capitalism and consumerism, and 
reconsider how we live. I see no chance 
of such a government on the horizon. 

We are not doing nearly enough. It is 
still all “blah blah blah.”
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budget goods rose by just 
over 2%. The actual rise 

was 10p and I’m sure many people 
reading this would cope very easily 
with a 10p rise. Most of  the items in 
our shopping basket remained the 
same price and the 10p rise was a 
result of  just one item: crisps.
The New Economics Foundation 
h t t p s : / / n e w e c o n o m i c s .
org/2022/03/23-4-mil l ion-
people-unable-to-afford-the-
cost-of-living has estimated 
that 23.4 million people will 
not be able to afford the cost 
of  living increases. This 
is what the government 
think about that state of  
affairs:
“.            “
That’s right. Nothing. 
They have no policies 
beyond telling people to 
spend more wisely. To put 
it bluntly, they don’t care.
Spend more wisely. So, let’s 
say you can spend wisely, but 
regardless, every week your 
basket of  goods rises by just 1%. 
That might be 5p extra for some 
crisps (as this week), or maybe a bit 
more for milk or bread. I think we can all agree 
that as we walk around the supermarkets prices 
do not stay the same throughout the year. 
Sometimes food prices rise and fall according 
to seasonal demand. But, my experience, and I 
am sure yours too, is that food tends to go up, 
it rarely comes down in price.
The average lower income person spends 
roughly £50 per week on groceries. If  that 
basket of  groceries rises by only half  of  what 
our basket has risen this week, every week by 
the end of  that year it will cost £83, a rise of  
66%. 
And, at the end of  the year after you’ve forked 
out that huge amount, you will, if  you are 
lucky, get a benefits increase or a pay rise of  
3-4%.
We are being ripped off  by the way inflation 

figures are presented. We are being ripped 
off  by profiteering supermarkets. And, we 
are being ripped off  by a political class who 
are too busy lining their own pockets to care 
about the fact that ours are not only empty, 
they have great big holes in them.
It is time for a change, but where is that change 
to come from?

Cost last week
0.55
1.99
0.55
0.99
0.99
0.45
0.95s
1.09
0.13
2.79
0.39
1.19
1.29
13.40

Our Basket
Cornflakes
Cheese
Bread
Milk
Pizza
Tomato soup
Tea bags
Margerine
Baked beans
Crisps
Digestives
Apples
Pasta
TOTAL

Cost this week
0.55
1.99
0.55
0.99
0.99
0.45
0.95s
1.09
0.13
2.89
0.39
1.19
1.29
13.67

https://neweconomics.org/2022/03/23-4-million-people-unable-to-afford-the-cost-of-living
https://neweconomics.org/2022/03/23-4-million-people-unable-to-afford-the-cost-of-living
https://neweconomics.org/2022/03/23-4-million-people-unable-to-afford-the-cost-of-living
https://neweconomics.org/2022/03/23-4-million-people-unable-to-afford-the-cost-of-living
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So Wakefield is another, in 
a growing line of  examples, 
that serves to highlight the 
command and control style 
of  leadership that is so 
favoured by Keir Starmer. 
It also shows how he was 
willing to manipulate party 
members in support of  his 
leadership bid, and appears 
to be ripping power away 
from ordinary members and 
putting it right back into the 
hands of  the NEC, despite 
having been mandated by 
conference to do the exact 
opposite. 
The article originally 
appeared online: 
https://creatingsocialism.
org/controversy-over-se-
lection-of-labour-candi-
date-in-wakefield/ 
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Once again, it seems that Keir Starmer’s 
Labour has ridden roughshod over local 
party democracy in the selection of  the 

candidate for the Wakefield by-election.  The 
by-election was prompted by Tory MP Imran 
Ahmad Khan’s resignation after his sexual assault 
conviction.
Feelings were so strong about the way the final two candidates 
had been shortlisted that the executive committee walked out of  
the final selection meeting. They issued a statement saying they 
“could not support the unfair and anti-democratic selection 
process” imposed on party members. They said that to have 
stayed and voted would have “condoned the processes” used 
and they did not want to take part in something they believed 
breached Labour Party rules. The local committee said turnout 
for the hustings had been low, claiming only 23% of  members 
locally were there. The vote was won by Simon Lightwood, a 
former staffer for the ex-Labour MP Mary Creagh.
Wakefield mirrors the experience of  the City of  Durham, 
where a local candidate was excluded from the short list in the 
run-up to the 2019 snap election. This caused such bad feeling 
that local activists moved a motion at Labour’s 2021 conference 
that was aimed at stopping the NEC imposing candidates 
on local parties. The rule change passed, with support from 
62% of  the Constituency Labour Party section of  delegates, 
proving that it was an idea which appealed to diverse wings of  
the party.

Starmer backtracks again
One may have expected that Keir Starmer, who wrote in 
his leadership campaign literature in 2020 that “local party 
members should select their candidates for every election” 
and argued that the “NEC should not impose candidates on 
local parties”, would have been in favour of  the proposed rule 
change.
However, despite the motion having been passed by 
conference, the shortlist for the selection of  the Old Bexley 
and Sidcup by-election candidate which followed conference, 
was decided, not by local party members, but once again by 
the NEC. The excuse for the disregard of  the decision taken 
by conference was that the motion was inexpertly drafted! 
Even if  that was the case, it is the NEC’s role to implement 
rule guidance and, if  necessary, provide additional guidance to 
support the implementation.

Controversy over selection of  Labour candidate in 
Wakefield

Marilyn Tyzack

Labour’s rule book is probably 
not the bed time reading of 
anybody but a few Labour 

hacks who then use it to beat 
the left.

Photo amended from an original 
image by Sincerely Media on 

Unsplash

https://creatingsocialism.org/controversy-over-selection-of-labour-candidate-in-wakefield/
https://creatingsocialism.org/controversy-over-selection-of-labour-candidate-in-wakefield/
https://creatingsocialism.org/controversy-over-selection-of-labour-candidate-in-wakefield/
https://creatingsocialism.org/controversy-over-selection-of-labour-candidate-in-wakefield/
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Chess With Pigeons
Welcome to my weekly column about finding, and 
having, a very real, practical faith that we need 
every day, just to get up in the morning.

Absurd Premise
A popular saying cautions you never to play chess 
with a pigeon. They’ll knock over all the pieces, soil 
the board and strut around as if they’d won.

I’m more convinced each day that the originator of 
the saying had used “pigeon” as a euphemism for 
“Tory.”

Predictable Outcome
So let’s talk about MP Lee Anderson, and disparaging 
comments about non-Tories, and about how some 
people are incapable of reading the room. At all.

Lee’s comments about how people can’t cook 
properly or budget are indeed contentious, and 
ill-thought out, and they speak to a deep-seated, 
institutional ignorance. He is as out of touch as 
every Tory MP who has never been poor, and who 
cannot imagine what it is like to be poor. And it 
shows.

And let’s look at the context behind the comments, 
and how badly the Tories are managing to disconnect 
from the people – even from their own.

His words come in the middle of a cost of living 
crisis unheard-of in living history. The reins have 
come off, and every business owned by a Tory is 
actively gouging the customers. Ofgem is talking 
about raising the price cap quarterly, and the power 
firms are slavering with glee and anticipating even 

more huge profits.

And even as Lee Anderson 
revealed his ignorance; even as 
the oathbreaker Johnson set out 
plans to destroy the Good Friday 
Agreement; the media gushed 
about the new Official Pudding 
for the Jubilee … a creation of 
such staggering vulgarity that 
nobody stopped to ask – did the 
Queen really just say “Let them 
eat cake ...”?

There’s no need for Tory MPs. 
Or royals. They clearly cannot 
think, they cannot understand 
real human beings, and they 
cannot budget properly. Time 
we removed them, abolished the 
monarchy, and banned anyone 
from Eton from ever standing 
for a position of power ever 
again.

Have a good week, everybody.

Not a pigeon in sight, but watch out for those 
Tories 

Photo by Eugene Chystiakov on Unspla
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Julian Assange has been incarcerated in Belmarsh 
Prison since April 2019, for over 3 years, at the 
behest of  the US Government. He exposed US 

and UK war crimes, torture and corruption during 
the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan through the release 
of  the Iraqi War Logs, the Afghanistan War Logs and 
Cablegate using the Wikileaks platform in 2010. He 
has been charged with espionage, when, in fact, he 
only published documents passed onto him by whistle-
blower, Chelsea Manning. 
In 2009, Manning was stationed at Forward Operating Base 
Hammer in Iraq. She was an intelligence analyst and therefore had 
access to classified information. The information included videos 
showing unarmed civilians being shot at and killed which she 
passed on to Julian Assange. Assange has not committed any crime 
or put any operative in danger but exposed many state-backed war 

crimes and state corruption. 

Extradition Deadline
18th May was the deadline for the UK’s Home Secretary, Priti Patel, to sign the extradition order 
for him to be prosecuted in the Eastern State of Virginia. 80% of Virginia’s population work at 
either the nearby CIA and NSA headquarters or the Pentagon, from where the jury will be chosen. 
Consequently, the state has never lost an espionage case here. It is possible Assange will receive 
a 175-year prison sentence, effectively a death sentence. 
Prior to his incarceration in Belmarsh, Assange spent seven years in the Ecuadorian Embassy to 
escape being sent to Sweden on bogus rape charges, from where he could have been extradited to 
the US. There, then US President Obama was considering his prosecution. Assange had agreed 
to be interviewed by Swedish police at the embassy, but the British Crown Prosecution Service 
prevented Swedish prosecutors coming to the UK, in an attempt to force his extradition to Sweden. 
Keir Starmer was the Director of the Crown Prosecution Service at the time.

Unhelpful Governments 
Nils Melzer, the UN Special Raconteur on Torture, stated he visited Julian Assange in prison 
and spoke to the authorities in charge, as well as to lawyers and all the states involved: Britain, 
Sweden, Ecuador and the USA. He requested clarification and recommended specific measures to 
improve Assange’s situation. None of the four governments were willing to engage in constructive 
dialogue. He was confronted with rhetorical attacks or generalised platitudes. When he insisted on 
these issues being addressed, the dialogue was ended by all the governments concerned.
The mistreatment of Assange intensified at this time. His due process rights were blatantly 
violated, and Melzer’s public appeals to ensure Assange’s human rights were ignored. Within the 
UN system Melzer received little support, with some notable exceptions. He voiced his concerns 
about the obstructive response from the four nations involved at the UN in Geneva and the General 
Assembly in New York, without any constructive interaction. He requested a meeting with the UN 
Commissioner for Human Rights but was ignored. He requested other countries intervene but 

Free Juian Assange - he risks losing everything

        C
athering Clarke
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again was ignored. He was watching institutions he had believed were present to help protect human rights 
crumbling before his eyes. 

State Torture
Even though Assange is not the only person who has ever experienced state torture, nor is it the most severe 
form of torture Melzer had investigated, Melzer’s reason for engaging so completely with the case was that 
it revealed a generalised systemic failure which gravely undermines our well-established institutions of 
fundamental rights and the rule of law in general. It highlights deliberate arbitrary rendition within western 
democracies, while they try to portray their human rights credentials as exemplary. 
The intelligence services of each country have colluded, behind the backs of their national parliaments and 
without people’s knowledge, to ensure a truth teller can never be freely allowed to publish the truth about our 
decaying capitalist system, a system which has nothing left to support its goals but endless war and austerity. 
This case highlights the extraordinary level of manipulation and controlled reporting in the mainstream media 
for the clear purpose of demonising, isolating and destroying this one man. Melzer states this case shines a 
light on the man who has been scapegoated for our societal failure to address government corruption and 
state-sanctioned crimes. Melzer has published his two-year investigation into the trials and tribulations of 
Julian Assange because all other routes for progress have been closed to him and he feels he would have been 
complicit in the breaking of Assange as a man had he remained silent. 

Dissent Not Allowed
Melzer believes our governmental establishments cannot allow any form of dissent, because the justification 
of their actions is built on sand. He believes that, if the media joined forces, this case would be over within 
a week. Our media, the Fourth Estate, should empower us, yet it was through media reporting that Melzer 
initially believed the narrative of the rapist and the hacker in relation to Assange. When he eventually took 
on the case, he did not expect to hear of torture because Assange was in the UK. He uncovered massive due 
process violations in Sweden and the UK. The governments provided no consolidated evidence but distorted 
the facts.
The name of the game is a concerted effort to deter other journalists from following Assange’s example. 
Therefore, this case puts press freedom in grave danger. Assange is being accused of doing what every good 
journalist should do, receive and publish secret information. Should he be extradited what would this mean for 
what we still like to call our ’free press’? How free is it when we see how the West has shut down all Russian 
news outlets and any other outlet daring to question the establishment’s narrative? Because of this we are left 
with only the propaganda pumped out by our mainstream media to make sense of what is really happening. 
Question everything and fight for the freedom of one of the most important journalists of our era. 
Julian Assange’s lawyers have submitted papers to Priti Patel to block the extradition of Assange. If they 
prevent his extradition, the case should return to the High Court. If they do not succeed, Assange could 
experience rendition any day from today onwards. However, the longer the case goes on, the further his 
health deteriorates. If Patel does not reject his extradition, what next for Assange? What next for any other 
courageous journalist?
#FreeJulianAssangeNow

FURTHER READING AND LISTENING

This article appeared as part of  Issue 15 of  Critical Mass Magazine, which you can find here.
Issue 15 also contains articles by Dave Middleton, Luke Andreski, Susie Granic, Tanweer Dar, Amber 
Goth, Fiat Knox, Marilyn Tyzack, Mike Stanton, Jo Buchanan and Howard Thorp.

Issue 15 also includes our monthly podcast, The Critical Mass Socialist Hour,  presented by Dave, Susie 
and Mike and featuring an interview with social activist and mental health campaigner Michelle Torez.

https://creatingsocialism.org/free-julian-assange-he-risks-losing-everything/
https://creatingsocialism.org/how-forgotten-peoples-are-kept-in-the-margins/
https://creatingsocialism.org/truth-is-a-weapon/
https://creatingsocialism.org/investigative-journalism-a-look-back-to-when-words-truly-were-weapons/
https://creatingsocialism.org/from-the-river-to-the-sea/
https://creatingsocialism.org/the-uk-authoritarian-oligarchy-and-how-to-oppose-it/
https://creatingsocialism.org/the-uk-authoritarian-oligarchy-and-how-to-oppose-it/
https://creatingsocialism.org/sense-out-of-nonsense-northern-ireland-brexit-and-liz-truss/
https://creatingsocialism.org/civil-service-under-attack-again/
https://creatingsocialism.org/barates-and-regina-and-many-more/
https://creatingsocialism.org/what-sort-of-country-are-we-the-detention-of-refugees-in-the-uk-shames-us-all/
http://       
https://creatingsocialism.org/with-the-miners/
https://creatingsocialism.org/the-critical-mass-socialist-hour-episode-20/
https://creatingsocialism.org/how-uk-mental-health-services-stole-my-father/
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The senseless killing of ten innocent 
people in Buffalo reminds us that 
racism remains a cancer infecting the 
body politic. For the families of those 
ten people a day like any other turned 
into a nightmare of epic proportions.

It is a reminder that we can never quite 
know what life has in store for us. The 
thousands of people caught up in wars 
each year, of which Ukraine is just the 
latest example, were simply living their 
lives before events over which they have 
no control engulf them.

War and racist murders are not, 
however, random events. As sad as it is 
to contemplate, right now in America 
the next white supremacist is planning 
their attack. And right now highly placed 
people in the military are planning the 
war they intend to have with Russia.

The decision of NATO to encourage 
Finland and Sweden to apply for 
membership is not motivated by 
concerns for the safety of ordinary Finns 
or Swedes but by a growing demand for 
American economic decline to be taken 
out on their oldest arch-enemy, Russia.

Whilst we let Ukraine win the Eurovision 
Song Contest as a misplaced act of 
solidarity, it is highly unlikely that such 
a victory is any comfort to the Ukrainians 
being made refugees or the families 
left fatherless, motherless or otherwise 
traumatised by this unnecessary war.

It is easy to slip into thinking that these 
events are both random and relentless. 
Wherever we look it seems that the 

situation is spiralling way beyond our control. If 
anything reminds us of that it is the inadequate 
response to the climate emergency, now beyond 
stopping according to the scientists who spend 
their lives studying these things.

At the base of war, climate change and racism is 
the economy. These things are either caused by an 
economic system that demands growth regardless 
of the impact of that growth and which pits 
business against business, worker against worker 
and country against country in a never ending 
spiral of boom and bust or are a response to that 
boom and bust system by an elite who take it for 
granted that the world should be made exactly as 
they want it.

I want to live in a world where people do not think 
that the colour of a person’s skin makes them a 
legitimate target; where a persons sexuality is 
genuinely the least important thing about them; 
where women are able to walk down the street 
without fear and where people do not live in fear of 
foreigners or anybody who has a different lifestyle.

We can’t get to that world by wishful thinking 
or by accepting as a given the very system we are 
supposedly trying to change. If there was ever a 
case for reform of capitalism to mitigate its worst 
effects that time has certainly passed. No reform 
will bring back the millions who have been 
sacrificed so that an elite few can accumulate more 
and more wealth. There is no reform for a system 
so corrupt that ordinary people are constantly 
overlooked as we celebrate the wealthiest. We get 
holidays so that we can put up bunting and wave 
our pathetic little flags for those who have lived off 
taxpayers money and given so little in return, yet 
we condemn people of the same age to days spent 
on buses trying to keep warm. This is neither 
defensible nor reformable.

Capitalism is doomed. It is already failing. Just look 
around. The battle now is not whether capitalism 
has outlived its usefulness but rather whether 
we create a world of real and lasting freedom or 
descend into authoritarian barbarism. We have no 
choice. We have to redouble our efforts to ensure 
it is the former.

Dave Middleton


