
1

R.I.P. Shireen Abu Akleh
(1971-2022)

KILLED BY ISRAELI FORCES WHILST 
PURSUING THE TRUTH

Israelis kill • Big Power Off Grows • Queen Speaks (or doesn’t) • Starmer plots
Plus Notes from the Edge featuring Marilyn Tyzack, Luke Andreski, Miske Stanton, Fiat Knox, Jo 
Buchanan
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New data released today by The Food Foundation shows the 
shocking impact on families of  the cost of  living crisis, with 
millions of  families going without regular meals. The data, 
based on a survey carried out between the 22-29 April, shows:
• a 57% jump in the proportion of  households cutting back 

on food or missing meals altogether in just three months
• In April, 7.3 million adults live in households that said they 

had gone without food or could not physically get it in 
thepast month, which includes 2.6 million children. This is 
compared with 4.7 million adults in January

• Food banks are reporting that users are increasingly 
requesting products that do not need cooking, as the cost 
of  living crisis bites deeper and families cannot afford 
energy bills.

As the massive 54% increase in energy bill costs, raising the 
annual price for a typical home to £1,971 a year, hits families 
hard, the Foundation expects a further increase in fuel 
insecurity. And, as if  this was not bad enough, energy bills are 
set to rise further in the autumn, as the energy price cap is set 
to rise again. In response to this, Keith Anderson, the CEO 
of  Scottish Power said:

“Ten million poorer households needed bill discounts 
of  £1,000: five times more than the government plans 
to offer in October”, and, “on our forecast, we could 
see the cap in October going to £2,900.”
Many people heard about a London pensioner, Elsie, when 
Susanna Reid challenged Boris Johnson about her predicament 
on GMB. The 77-year-old has one meal a day and travels on 
buses during the day to keep warm. Johnson, the former 
mayor of  London, failed to provide any satisfactory answers 
but tried to take personal credit for the freedom bus pass for 
the over 60s, which he mistakenly thinks is a 24 hour pass, 
when it is not currently valid before 9 am. Most of  the credit 
for the recent scheme is in fact due to Gordon Brown, and it 
is paid for by the London boroughs. 
Elsie is far from being the only person in dire straits. The 
Guardian reported today that folk in Downham Market, which 
has the highest proportion of  over 65s in the country, were 
having to use the local library as a resource to keep themselves 

Cost Of  Living Crisis: 
Millions Are Missing 

Meals
Howard Thorp
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The 
government 
needs to take 
urgent action 
now by taxing 
excess profits, 

raising 
benefits in 
line with 
inflation, 

increasing 
the minimum 

wage, 
expanding 

the provision 
of  free 

school meals, 
raising the 
winter fuel 
allowance, 

and ensuring 
that a realistic 

rebate is 
provided 

across the 
board on 

energy bills.

https://www.foodfoundation.org.uk/press-release/millions-adults-missing-meals-cost-living-crisis-bites
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/scottish-power-boss-warns-energy-bills-increase-2022-h2wgq5sgz?shareToken=40595929417f8b64132f77652b2a3aac
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2022/may/03/elsie-disappointed-with-boris-johnsons-response-says-susanna-reid
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2022/may/08/downham-market-library-norfolk-residents-fuel-poverty-older-vulnerable-money
https://creatingsocialism.org/author/howard-thorp/


3

warm: 

“This winter the library introduced free Keep Warm 
and Go bags packed with everything someone may 
need who was struggling to keep the cold away, 
including gloves, thermals, a scarf, blanket, and a 
hat.”
Fran Valentine, the library’s manager, said it had proved 
popular. “We’ve had a lot of  people coming in and picking 
them up,” she said.”
As the crisis deepens, there is no indication that the government 
is going to take the actions necessary to alleviate it. The fossil 
fuel companies, Shell and BP, are reporting record profits, but 
there is no sign of  a windfall tax or any further action from the 
government in the wake of  Rishi Sunak’s paltry £200 loan and 
£150 council tax rebate. 

The government needs to take urgent 
action now by taxing excess profits, 
raising benefits in line with inflation, 
increasing the minimum wage, expanding 
the provision of  free school meals, raising 
the winter fuel allowance, and ensuring 
that a realistic rebate is provided across 
the board on energy bills. Will any of  
that happen? Despite the poor showing 
for the Conservatives in the recent local 
elections, there seems little prospect of  
Boris Johnson’s government taking any 
meaningful action.

If  you are lucky enough to have a home and a mortgage the standard 
variable rate (many people are on fixed rtes) is rising from almost all 
lenders. Even if  you are on a fixed rate the likelihood is that by the 
time it finishes your average monthly payment on each £100,000 will 
rise by £12 per month. (source: Money Saving Expert)

https://www.bbc.com/news/business-61330552
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This week we launch our new shopping 
basket, our attempt to keep track 
of  a range of  budget items to see 

how the real cost of  living looks to ordinary 
people. We chose to use Aldi as 
our shop of  choice, not because 
we like it particularly, but it is 
widely regarded as a budget shop, 
which means if  prices are rising 
there, then there is a good chance 
they are being felt by the poorest 
sections of  the community.
The items we have chosen are, in some 
respects, fairly random and may not be 
those you would find in your own basket. 
But they are also common items: bread, 
breakfast cereal, milk, baked beans, crisps 
and biscuits. We will be watching these items 
over the coming weeks to see how prices are 
rising in real time.
The Government issues monthly updates 
on the rate of  inflation, and for March 2022 
it was 7%, the highest it has been since 1992. 
Inflation is calculated as an annual figure 
which means that according to government 
sources prices are 7% higher than they were 
one year ago. This annual inflation rate is 
important, but it hardly tells the story for 
people already struggling.

Inflation is calculated using a range of  prices, including 
rent, but since 2003 has excluded mortgage costs.

INFLATION
For most people inflation is felt when they do their weekly 
shop. Some food stuffs are now 10% higher than they were 
one year ago. An increase, for example, on pasta of  10% 
means that a £1.29 packet of  pasta in our basket would, 
last year, have cost £1.17, an additional 12p. Now, 12p may 
not sound much, but multiply that by the 60 or so items in 
the average shop, and you can easily be looking at a rise of  
£7 or more per week. 
The pressure of  rising prices is compounded by the 
problem of  static  income. Most people receive an annual 
wage or benefits increase. According to the ONS, average 
wage growth was 4.8%,  but if  you exclude bonuses only 
3.8%. Of  course, these averages hide huge variations. In 
the private sector average pay increased by 5.3% whilst 
public sector employees (nurses, teachers, emergency 
workers) saw only a 2.4% increase.
Let’s just think about what this means. If  in March 2021 you 
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Harvest Morn Corn Flakes  0.55

Emporium British Mild Cheddar Cheese                                                                                  1.89

Village Bakery Both In One Medium Sliced Loaf 0.55

Cowbelle Fresh British Skimmed Milk 0.95

Everyday Essentials Cheese & Tomato Pizza 0.99

Bramwells Cream Of Tomato Soup 0.45

Mackenzies Scottish Blend Tea Bags 0.95

Greenvale Meadow Flower margarine 1.09

Everyday Essentials Spaghetti Hoops 0.13

Everyday Essentials Baked Beans In Tomato Juice 0.22

Snackrite Multipack Variety Crisps 2.79

Belmont Digestives 0.39

Nature’s Pick Best Of British Apples 6 Pack 1.19

Italian Cuisine Fusil 1.29
TOTAL 13.43

OUR SHOPPING BASKETwere earning £600 per week (the average 
weekly wage according to ONS is £596) 
by March 2022 you might have received a  
pay increase somewhere between £14.40 
and £31.80 per week. However, your costs 
would have increased by around £42. Each 
week you would be short by £10.20-27.60. 
Over 12 months, if  prices stabilised, you 
would be short of  £530-1435. 
And, here’s the rub, prices are not standing 
still. Month on month it is estimated 
that food prices will rise by 0.53% per 
month, which sounds very little. But, we 
have to remember that for those already 
struggling, these types of  increases, which 
fall disproportionately on the poorest, are 
in addition to a real struggle to make ends 
meet.
Prices have already risen by 7%, whilst 
benefits, on average, have risen by only 
3.1%. So this is the double whammy. 
Prices have already increased beyond the 
increase in benefit rates. But whilst that 
benefit rate, (in common with pensions 
and wages) will not rise for another 12 
months, prices rise on an almost daily 
basis.
For some  people, who are ‘doing okay’ 
the rise in the cost of  living might mean 
having fewer coffees, or foregoing an 
overseas holiday, but it will be manageable. 
For the rich it will have virtually no impact 
at all (though no doubt they will moan 
the most), but for those already on low 
incomes, and with no savings to fall back 
on, these increases in prices, coupled with 
the fact their income is failing to keep 
pace with inflation, will drive them into 
deep poverty and despair. 
Our basket of  goods will not show 
dramatic increases week on week, but it 
is also highly unlikely that they will either 
stand still or go down. What they will 
show is how inflation figures, calculated 
on a yearly basis, do not show the reality 
for those who will suffer the most.
If  there are goods you feel we should 
include, or if  you have a tale to tell about 
how inflation has affected you, please 
contact us: 
editor@creatingsocialism.org

ALDI is the shop of choice for many people on tight 
budgets

Image courtesy of Needpix.com
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What is “Big Power Off ”, and Why 
is it Taking Place?

The “Big Power Off ” is a successful, grassroots, online 
campaign to encourage a nationwide, simultaneous 
switch off  of  all power. It is a ‘non partisan’, action 
at home, legal protest. Following the examples of  
other countries, its aim is to force the government to 
implement special emergency measures to reduce bills 
back to pre pandemic prices.
Since the announcement in March of  unprecedented 
rising energy costs of  54%, and the further 
announcement of  another increase due in October 
of  up to 40%, activists decided to take action 
against the crisis, and show discontent over the lack 
of  government support. The campaign has been 
gathering momentum across all social media platforms 
since the announcement. 
On 1st April, the disability movement began to reduce 
energy usage to save money, and to hit the energy 
companies unprecedented profits. 
From 10th April, they began to switch off  at the 
mains for a 10 minutes blackout, and resurge on the 
national grid, with initial weekly switch offs.  Millions 
of  households are now taking part.
People are now being asked to participate in what is 
known as the  the “rinse and repeat”  daily switch offs 
stage. Switching off  at 8pm for 10 minutes blackout, 
and resurge. 
Millions of  people are sharing the hashtag 
#BigPowerOff  in posts and videos in support of  this 
growing campaign. The silent collective action protest 
is legal, simple, safe and easy to take part in at home. 
If  people can’t switch off  at their mains,  due to the 
use of  medical devices etc, they are being asked to join 
the campaign in solidarity by turning off  lights and 
other electrical appliances for a ten minute blackout, 
also at 8pm. 
 The action aims to create an imbalance in the National 
Grid every evening, as the ten minute blackout is 
followed by everyone turning their lights and other 
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The Big Power Off  campaign started in April and is now 
heading toward it’s third month. We asked one of  the 
organisers Karen Brady to provide us with a regular update. 
This is her first report bringing you up to date on what is 
happening and how you can get involved.

Millions of 
people are 

sharing the 
hashtag 

#BigPowerOff 
in posts and 

videos in support 
of this growing 

campaign.
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devices back on. 

The intention is to repeat the action every day until the 
Government takes action on the unprecedented rising 
energy costs.
The “Big Power Off ” is seen as just one element in the 
protest against the cost of  living crisis  and, if  they are 
able to do so,  people are also encouraged to get out on 
the streets to make their views heard.
“It’s exciting to see the collective action response gathering 
nationally. We   anow seeing small surges on the national 
grid with a RINSE & REPEAT BONANZA!  Switch 
off  8pm EVERY DAY for a 10 minutes blackout, and 
resurge. JOIN US.”

You can contact the campaign via Twitter
DPAC Sheffield
Karen Brady
Or via their website which you can find here

Taking the power back is the current 
slogan of the campaign

Image courtesy of disabilitysheffield.org.uk

Thousands marched in support of Palestinian land rights in London last Saturday.
Photo by Ann Marcial

https://twitter.com/karenbradyuk/status/1517156271492788225?s=21  
https://www.disabilitysheffield.org.uk/blog/big-power-off-protest-over-energy-price-rises-2022-03-07
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Join a Union & Oppose Fire & Hire & Job 
Losses

‘Fire and hire’ continues. This is despite the 
fact that even the Tory government recently 
appeared to recognise it as wrong. They 
made this clear in the planned statutory 
code of practice which is aimed to prevent 
unscrupulous employers using these tactics.  

One of the best known, but by no means the 
only, case was the recent one by P&O Ferries. 
The company was determined to replace their 
experienced staff, who were union members, 
with cheaper non unionised workers. We have 
seen this is a national trend, which is extremely 
alarming, and it is a tactic to undermine the 
hard won rights of workers. It is an unjust 
and aggressive action and even more shameful 
during a devastating cost of living crisis.

Richmond upon Thames College
Richmond upon Thames College in south 
west London plans to fire and rehire all 127 
members of its teaching staff, sacking them 
on their current contracts and making them 
reapply for their roles on worse terms and 
conditions. There was no engagement or 
consultation. Staff at the college are set to 
strike from Monday 23rd to Friday 27th May. 
97% of the University and College Union 
(UCU) members voted in the industrial ballot 
to take strike action. The turnout was 88%, 
well above the Tory anti-trade union legal 
threshold of 50%. 

After the strike action, staff plan to work 
strictly to contract. This was supported 
by 100% of those involved. Richmond 
upon Thames College is refusing to enter 
further negotiations with the University 
and College Union (UCU).

Richmond upon Thames College already 
pays below the average salary for teaching 
staff, with qualified teachers on £26k and 
those with over 13 years’ experience only 
on around £37k. 

Outlaw fire and rehire
UCU regional official, Adam Lincoln, 
commented: “The management at 
Richmond upon Thames College are 
joining the ranks of some of the worst 
employers in the country by threatening 
their own workforce with the sack if they 
refuse to accept worse terms and conditions. 
But staff are not going to take this lying 
down and the overwhelming vote for strike 
action proves just that.”

UCU General Secretary, Joe Grady, said: 
“The management team at Richmond-
upon-Thames are effectively putting a 
gun to the head of their own staff. It is 
deplorable behaviour and it will be met 
with the full force of our union.“

‘Fire & Rehire’ practices, used by bad 
employers, should be outlawed, and 
employers who pursue this should be cut 
off from public contracts. 

The attack on the workforce does not 
end here. Boris Johnson now proposes 
to cut up to 91,000 civil service jobs to 
save money which his government has 
squandered. Rees-Mogg, ‘Minister in 
Charge of Efficiency’, maintains that this 
is necessary during the cost of living crisis, 
a crisis which a competent, compassionate 
government could do easily have avoided.

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-statutory-code-to-prevent-unscrupulous-employers-using-fire-and-rehire-tactics
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-statutory-code-to-prevent-unscrupulous-employers-using-fire-and-rehire-tactics
http://Richmond upon Thames College
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Yet Another Broken Promise 

The TUC accused the government of  
“turning its back” on working people 
after it failed to include an Employment 

Bill in the Queen’s Speech. Workers had been 
told that after Brexit their rights would not only 
be protected but also enhanced.  But important 
rights like default flexible working, fair tips and 
pregnancy discrimination protections now risk 
being ditched “for good”. The TUC pointed 
out that the new seafarers minimum wage plans 
were also “unworkable” and would not prevent 
a repeat of P&O. The TUC went on to warn that, 
‘No employment bill means there will now be 
no action on the scourge of insecure work and 
ending exploitative practices like zero-hours 
contracts and fire and rehire.  They concluded, 
‘After the P&O scandal, dragging our outdated 
labour laws into the 21st century has never been 
more urgent.’

Treasury Refuses To Release 
Documents That Show Impact Of  

Spring Statement On Disabled People

According to the Disability News Service 
(DNS), the government is refusing to 
release information that would show 

the impact on disabled people and other groups 
with protected characteristics of  the chancellor’s 
spending decisions in March’s spring statement. 
Sunak did not mention disabled people and 
did not increase benefits to match the rate 
of  inflation. The Government should have 
performed an equality impact assessment. 
But, when DNS submitted a request to see it 
under the Freedom of  Information Act (FOI), 
the Treasury refused. It claimed an exemption 

under The FOI saying it “would be likely to 
have a detrimental impact on the ongoing 
development of  policy.” The Equality and 
Human Rights Commission has refused to 
criticise the Treasury.

Extinction Rebellion Says They 
Will Bring Millions On The Streets

As a reaction to the draconian 
Public Order Bill, which includes 
harsher sentences and new criminal 

offences for those involved in mass protests, 
Extinction Rebellion has announced plans 
to bring millions of  people on to the streets 
from 10th September. The group said it was 
‘foolish for ministers to think announcing 
new curbs would stop people taking action.’

Tory Opposition To Lis Truss 
Plans To Revoke The NI Protocol

The Guardian reported that between 
30 and 50 Conservative MPs 
canvassed by colleagues said they 

had significant doubts about whether they 
could vote for a bill that would unpick an 
international treaty. Most dismissed the 
prospect of  the bill’s success and described 
it as a negotiating tactic. Senior MPs warned 
that a number of  ministers were prepared 
to resign if  faced with passing the bill into 
law. Sources close to Truss have stressed 
that no final decision has been made and 
that any potential legislation is intended to 
run in parallel with further talks.EU leaders 
have, expressed serious concerns. Simon 
Coveney, the Irish foreign affairs minister, 
was reported in The Guardian as saying 
Truss’s briefing to the press had gone 
down “really badly” in Europe, warning 
that unilateral action would potentially 
plunge the UK into a trade war with the EU. 
The Times reported that President Biden 
has urged Boris Johnson not to walk away 
unilaterally from the Northern Ireland 
Brexit deal as he pointedly called on the 
prime minister to show “leadership” and 
continue negotiations.

Compiled by Marilyn Tyzack
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Shireen Abu Akleh (1971-2022), a 
prominent journalist with the Al Jazeera 
Network was shot dead on Wednesday 

by Israeli forces while reporting on a raid at 
the Jenin refugee camp in the occupied West 
Bank. 

Eyewitness Accounts
The Israelis were quick to suggest that she was caught in 
crossfire and that Palestinian gunmen might be to blame. 
But this version is contradicted by eyewitness accounts as 
reported by the Washington Post.
Ali al-Samudi, a journalist with the Jerusalem newspaper 
al Quds said he and all the other journalists were wearing 
their helmets and press vests at the time of  the shooting. 
He said it took place near the camp’s United Nations 
schools, far from the presence of  any armed men.
Samudi said that as Israeli soldiers surrounded 
one of  the homes in the Jenin camp to carry out an 
arrest, the soldiers fired indiscriminately, leading 
to a number of  serious injuries and an outbreak of  
clashes with residents.
Ali al-Samudi as reported by the Washington Post

A local resident was also clear that there was no shooting 
before the sniper attack on the journalists.

Atah Abu-Rumeleh, a doctor in Jenin who said he 
witnessed the shooting, said there had been no 
exchange of  fire before the journalists were shot. “It 
was a clear day, and the sun was shining,” he said 
in a telephone interview. “A sniper from somewhere 
shot Shireen in the head. And Ali Samudi was also 
hit.”
Atah Abu-Rumeleh as reported by the Washington Post

Two other journalists were also injured in the attack. 
And, in a later story the Washington Post included 
eyewitness testimony from wounded journalist Shaza 
Hanaysheh, who supported Samudi’s evidence that there 
were no militants or civilians in the area at the time of  the 
shooting, just the journalists and the Israeli army. She told 
how when the shooting started, they ran towards a tree to 
take shelter
I reached the tree before Shireen. She fell on the 
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Mike Stanton

On Thursday the procession carrying Shireen Abu Akleh’s coffin was 
attacked by Israeli police. Mondoweiss reports that: “On her last day as 
White House press secretary Jen Psaki was asked about Israeli police 
beating mourners with batons at the funeral procession for Shireen Abu.” 
Her response was to say that the images were “deeply disturbing,” but to 
avoid condemning the Israelis. The Biden administration has also failed 
to support numerous United Nations investigations into human rights 
abuses by the Israeli military against Palestine. As this was taking place 
Israeli troops shot and critically wounded  a 16-year old Palenstinian 
Dawood al-Zubaidi in Jenin. Yesterday in London around 10,000 people 
marched through London calling for an end to the Israeli occupation.

https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2022/05/11/israel-jazeera-journalist-jenin/
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ground. The soldiers did not stop shooting even 
after she fell. Every time I extended my hand toward 
Shireen, the soldiers fired at us.”
Shaza Hanaysheh as reported by the Washington Post.

Reporters Are Targeted
War reporting is hazardous enough without journalists 
being deliberately targeted. Despite pious words from 
Israeli Foreign Minister Yair Lapid that “journalists must 
be protected in conflict zones,” their record is not good. 
Last year they destroyed the HQ of  Al Jazeera and 
Associated Press in Gaza, claiming it was harbouring 
terrorists. 
Another Al Jazeera reporter, Givara Budeiri, was arrested 
last year during a protest in Jerusalem and treated for a 
broken hand, after rough treatment by police.
Scores of  Palestinian reporters have been hurt by rubber-
coated bullets or tear gas while covering demonstrations in the 
West Bank.
A Palestinian journalist in Gaza was shot and killed by Israeli 
forces while filming violent protests along the Gaza frontier 
in 2018.
Another journalist working for a local Gaza radio station, who 
was shot on the same day at Gaza frontier, died a week later.
In November 2018, Associated Press reporter Rashed Rashid 
was covering a protest near the Gaza frontier when he was shot 
in the left ankle, apparently by Israeli fire. Like the journalists 
targeted yesterday, Rashid was with other journalists, all 
wearing distinctive protective clothing that marked them out 
as press, when he was hit.

Breaches of  International Law
Al Jazeera has published a report on the extent of  Israeli 
attacks on journalists. The killing of  Shireen Abu Akleh comes 
days after the International Federation of  Journalists (IFJ), the 
Palestinian Journalists Syndicate (PJS) and the International 
Centre of  Justice for Palestinians filed a formal complaint with 
the International Criminal Court alleging “systematic targeting 
of  Palestinian journalists.”
Israel is an apartheid state that systematically disregards 
international law in its war on Palestine. And it does so with 
the full support of  western governments, including the UK, as 
well as our so-called opposition in Starmer’s Labour Party. The 
deliberate targeting and murder of  Shireen Abu Akleh is one 
more reason to support the national demonstration in London 
this Saturday.
Free Palestine! End Apartheid!
This article first appeared online:
https://creatingsocialism.org/shireen-abu-akleh-killed-by-
israeli-forces/ 
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PALESTINIANS are outraged again 
after warning last week against allowing 
Israeli settlers to enter al-Aqsa Mosque, 

yet hundreds of  settlers, accompanied by 
Israeli security forces, stormed the mosque in 
occupied East Jerusalem’s Old City yesterday. 
They prayed, raised the Israeli flag, and sang 
the Israeli national anthem while preventing 
the call for the night prayer, just as they did the 
previousTuesday.
At least 16 Palestinians were injured and many, many more 
arrested. The injuries reported included 14 with fractures 
from rubber-coated bullets and tear gas suffocation, the 
Sama al-Quds field medical centre told Al Jazeera. About 
50 Palestinian males, including the elderly and children, 
were arrested and escorted out of  the compound from 
Bab al-Silsila (Chain Gate).
The incursions had been encouraged by activists from 
the extremist settler Temple group who urged Israelis 
to “celebrate independence on the Temple Mount,” in 
reference to the Al-Aqsa Mosque, on their social media 
sites. They called on attendees to wave the Israeli flag and 
chant the Israeli national anthem.

“Blatant aggression”
Israel’s Haaretz newspaper reported Egypt’s endowments 
minister, Mukhtar Jumaa, as saying: “The waving of  Israeli 
flags and the singing of  the Israeli anthem in the al-Aqsa Mosque 
are a blatant aggression on the mosque and a dangerous provocation 
in the feelings of  Muslims all over the world.
“It serves the extremists and harms international peace and the 
discourse between religions and cultures.”
At least 600 settlers raided the compound through the 
Moroccan Gate morning with more expected in the 
afternoon.
In a statement issued yesterday, Hamas said settler 
incursions are “a serious escalation and direct provocation, 
threatening a comprehensive explosion, for which the occupation 
government bears full responsibility”. And Palestine’s Religious 
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Outrage as settlers storm al-Aqsa Mosque again

Susie Granic

Worshippers in Al-Asqa Mosque 
in April are hog tied by Israeli 

troops in April
Photo courtesy of Palestinian Solidarity 

Campaign

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Al-Aqsa_Mosque
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Affairs Minister, Sheikh Hatem Al-Bakri, condemned the 
incident which he said could only be explained by Israel 
wanting to spark a religious war they will be able to start, 
but not stop.
Non-Muslim tourists are permitted to visit the mosque 
under certain conditions and with the approval of  the 
Waqf, an Islamic trust that manages the mosque’s affairs, 
but only Muslims are allowed to pray there. Several 
Palestinian and Arab organisations had warned against 
just such an incident after a 12-day period in which 
the government had barred settlers from entering the 
compound during the final days of  Ramadan.

Previous attacks
However, at other times during the Muslim holy month 
of  Ramadan, Jewish settlers and occupying forces carried 
out attacks on Palestinian worshippers at the holy site, 
leaving many injured and sparking outrage across the 
world.
Israel celebrated its establishment 74 years ago yesterday 
in accordance with the Jewish calendar, which it refers 
to as Independence Day. Palestinians commemorate 
the day on May 15 as the Nakba or catastrophe – when 
750,000 Palestinians were forcibly displaced from historic 
Palestine.
The office of  the United Nations High Commissioner 
on Human Rights, along with Human Rights Watch, 
B’Tselem and Amnesty International, has officially 
condemned Israel as being guilty of  apartheid. Professor 
Michael Lynk, who stepped down on May 1st after six 
years as ‘Special Rapporteur on the situation of  Human 
Rights in the Palestinian Territories occupied since 1967’, 
wrote in his final report of  the subjugation of  Palestinians 
and their lack of  a right of  self-determination.
“ institutionalised regime of  systematic racial oppression and 
discrimination has been established,” Lynk told the HRC. “Israeli 
Jews and Palestinian Arabs live their lives under a single regime 
which differentiates its distribution of  rights and benefits the basis 
of  national and ethnic identity, and which ensures the supremacy 
of  one group over, and to the detriment of, the other … This is 
apartheid.”

“Legal oxymoron”
Lynk, upon taking up his post six years ago had believed a 
diplomatic solution the Israeli-Palestinian conflict could be 
found and that he would only alienate those he wished to bring 
together if  he spoke of  apartheid. But over his years in office 
he realised that was exactly what it is and in late April he said 

in a statement that ‘permanent 
occupation’ is a “legal 
oxymoron” as occupations are 
understood to be temporary, 
and occupying powers should 
safeguard the interests of  the 
‘protected people’ living under 
their rule.
Lynk’s successor, Francesca 
Albanese, has already been 
slammed by Israeli media 
outlets as being an “apologist 
for Hamas terrorism” and with 
no apparent sense of  irony, 
Hillel C. Neuer, Canadian-
born international lawyer who 
has fought for the human 
rights of  so many people – 
just not Palestinians – said 
Ms Albanese’s appointment 
was “a complete farce”. 
Israel will continue to block 
all UN Special Rapporteurs 
from entering Gaza, as it 
has done since 2008, but the 
apartheid nation will never be 
able to block the reports and 
eye-witness testimony from 
coming out and maybe, just 
maybe, if  enough international 
communities take note and 
act, we may yet see Israel face 
the charge of  the ‘crime of  
apartheid’.
I do not hold out a lot of  
hope for this. We have seen 
ever-worsening aggression 
on the part of  the settlers 
and occupation forces while 
the international community 
largely stays silent. Meanwhile, 
Palestinians will be forced 
to endure this continued 
aggression against them and 
the theft of  their lands.

Originally published online: 
https://creatingsocialism.org/
outrage-as-settlers-storm-al-
aqsa-mosque-again/ 
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The shape-shifter

A new book has come out, charting the 
life and career of  Sir Keir Starmer. 
The Starmer Project is written by Oliver 

Eagleton and published by Verso. Grab a copy. 
It’s an interesting and insightful read.
The book describes Starmer’s adept shape-shifting from 
young Labour activist to apologist for the Northern Ireland 
police service, from ambitious Human Rights lawyer to 
establishment enforcer heading up the Crown Prosecution 
Service.
You’ll find an excellent review of  the book here, and you 
can catch an engaging interview between Aaron Bastani and 
the book’s author here.
I’d like to focus on just two key themes from the book which 
really spoke to me: the issues of  Starmer’s authoritarianism, 
and his Machiavellian role in Brexit.

The authoritarian
Eagleton convincingly depicts Starmer’s evolving 
authoritarianism, which emerged in his work as Human 
Rights advisor to the Northern Ireland police service and 
crystallised in his role as Director of  Public Prosecutions in 
the Crown Prosecution Service. Here we see Starmer failing 
to hold the police to account in the killings of  Ian Tomlinson 
and Jean Charles De Menezes, but vigorously hounding 
whistleblowers, protestors and petty thieves. Most notably, 
Starmer played a key role in progressing the extradition of  
autistic hacker and UFO obsessive Gary McKinnon, whose 
likely fate, had the extradition been successful, would have 
been to end his life in a US jail.
The extradition was ultimately blocked by someone whose 
instincts were seemingly less authoritarian than Starmer’s: 
Theresa May. Her reason? That it would infringe McKinnon’s 
human rights. This was a consideration in which Starmer, 
having reached the giddy heights of  DPP, appeared to show 
little interest.
We now see this authoritarianism continuing in Starmer’s 
current Law and Order tub-thumping, his demands for the 
harsh treatment of  climate emergency protestors, and his 
treatment of  his own Party membership.
So, is Starmer truly the progressive saviour so many of  the 
liberal media hope him to be? Or, on issues of  law, order 
and civil liberty, is he somewhere to the right of  Windrush-

Sir Keir Starmer – Midwife To Johnson’s Babies

Luke Andreski
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and-Hostile-Environment Conservative, Theresa May?
Brexit
Eagleton documents Starmer’s role as Labour’s Shadow 
Brexit Secretary – and here, for me, is the main bombshell 
of  his book. We all know that Starmer played a decisive role 
in 2018/2019 in shifting Labour strategy to the complex 
and confusing People’s Vote policy, which subsequently lost 
Labour’s Red Wall, the Brexit voter, and the General Election.
However, what I perhaps hadn’t understood quite so keenly, 
was how Starmer also played midwife to Boris Johnson’s rise 
to power and the hard Brexit that followed.
In early 2019 Theresa May’s government engaged in 
negotiations with Labour in a last ditch attempt to get her 
Brexit deal through parliament. It was a harder Brexit deal than 
Corbyn’s Labour might have wanted, but it is likely Labour 
could have gained further concessions – and it is certainly true 
that it was a softer and better thought-out deal than the one 
Johnson eventually delivered.
Throughout this period I believed it was Theresa May’s 
intransigence, her ‘red lines’, that scuppered these talks. It now 
transpires, as evidenced in Eagleton’s book, that Starmer was 
the bad faith actor in the negotiations, refusing to consider any 
form of  compromise or agreement between the two parties. 
He deliberately sabotaged the negotiations, thereby facilitating 
May’s downfall.

Alternate history
The implications of  this are monumental. Starmer derailed 
Corbyn’s Labour with his People’s Vote policy, but he had 
already derailed the Tories by blocking May’s deal. By this act 
alone he shifted their trajectory dramatically to the right.
Just consider for a moment the alternate history a Theresa 
May deal, softened by Labour, would have given us:

• A lacklustre May administration taking 
the brunt of  any repercussions from a 
rapidly delivered Brexit

• A later General Election fought 
on grounds far more favourable to 
Labour: not Brexit, Brexit, Brexit but 
austerity, the NHS and the Green New 
Deal

• A General Election fought not by that 
synergistic coven of  cunning liars: 
Johnson, Cummings and Gove, but by 
a repetitive, dull and faltering Maybot

• A subsequent Corbyn government, to 
some extent reliant on the effective 
and experienced SNP, reacting with 
compassion and honesty to the Covid 
crisis, the climate crisis and the poverty 
crisis which now engulfs our nation.

Forceps
As Shadow Brexit Secretary, Starmer 
ensured Labour’s election chances in 
2019 were stillborn; but he was a skilled 
and strategic midwife to Johnson’s rise 
to power. And, as Johnson continues to 
inflict his progeny on our nation, in the 
shape of  one malign parliamentary bill 
or policy after another, he need only look 
down between his legs to see an eager Keir 
Starmer, always ready to assist, needle and 
thread in one hand, forceps in the other.
This article first appeared online:
https://creatingsocialism.org/sir-keir-
starmer-midwife-to-johnsons-babies/ 

Apparently there is a place for 
Starmer, but it is not as leader of 

the opposition.
Photo courtesy of Ell Brown
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GRAVITAS

Is Starmer A Leader?
Listening to Keir Starmer delivering his “I will 
resign” speech, I was reminded of a lecture 
I attended many years ago on “developing 
gravitas in leadership.” There is no doubt 
that this is the look he was aiming for. The 
subtext that he was a more honourable man 
than Johnson, the well rehearsed delivery and 
his serious demeanour were clearly intended 
to show the electorate that he had gravitas, 
that he had all the qualities of leadership.

However, one of the key points that I 
remembered  was that, contrary to widely held 
views, someone with gravitas did not always 
present as serious or unsmiling.

Nelson Mandela Had Gravitas
Nelson Mandela was used as an example. He 
often appeared on stage in colourful, casual 
clothing, he smiled a lot and often did a little 
dance. Nobody, though, would deny that 
Nelson Mandela had gravitas. Nobody would 
deny that Nelson Mandela had the qualities 
of real leadership. And the reason? He had 
a set of values that drove his behaviours. 
He adhered to these values no matter how 
deeply unpopular they were at times. He was 
prepared to lose 27 years of his life rather than 
compromise on his unshakeable belief in the 
equality of all people, and his determination 
to overthrow the system of apartheid in South 

Africa.

Despite his best efforts, there is no way 
that Keir Starmer comes across as having 
gravitas, as someone who is being driven 
by a set of unshakeable values. Rather 
his actions, his statements, his policies all 
seem to be driven by the need to be saying 
what he thinks people want to hear.  It 
is all about being  “electable”.  He is not, 
though, getting it right. Even the recent 
announcement following “Beergate” came 
three days too late. In those intervening 
days, people like Wes Streeting were sent 
out to squirm under the  scrutiny of the 
interviewers, trying hard not to look like 
one of Johnson’s acolytes defending the 
indefensible.

There is no doubt that in a representative 
democracy, adhering to values that go against 
the dominant ideology, that challenge populist 
beliefs is difficult. 

Jeremy Corbyn Has Gravitas
In contrast to Starmer, Jeremy Corbyn does 
have gravitas. He has been driven by what he 
thinks is right for 47 years which, at times, 
have made him deeply unpopular with the 
media and certain members of his own party. 
Despite this, in 2017  on a radical manifesto, he 
increased Labour’s share of the vote by more 
than any other of the party’s  leaders since 
1945. Yes, we all know about the disastrous 
defeat in 2019, but anyone who understands 
politics will know that there were other factors 
at play here.

The huge growth in Labour membership 
during the Corbyn years, the enthusiastic 
support of young people, the thousands who 
all turned out to hear him speak, even at 
Glastonbury, all point to the fact that people 
saw a very different politician to the norm. 
And what was that difference? It was the fact 
that he was creating a vision of real change. 
A vision that he believed in. That is what 
gravitas looks like. Starmer could learn a lot 
from Corbyn.
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The Queen’s Speech was written by the 
Prime Minister, and included in the 38 
bills were broken promises made in last 

year’s Queen’s Speech. 
Jam Tomorrow
He has promised to tackle the cost-of-living crisis by not 
tackling it! Bills that are supposed to boost economic growth 
in the future and make people better off  in the long term are 
really bills that deregulate business and financial services to 
boost profits. But there is nothing to guarantee this will result 
in either lower prices or higher wages. We will just have to wait 
for the benefits to trickle down. And, if  they don’t, Johnson 
and his government will be long gone by then and sitting in 
the board rooms of  the companies they are promising to help. 

In a Jam Today
There was nothing in the speech for the people who are 
struggling today with the cost-of-living crisis that is happening 
now. Johnson suggests that money spent helping people now 
would undermine efforts to boost the economy.

We must remember that every pound of  taxpayers’ 
money we spend on reducing bills now is a pound we 
are not investing in bringing down bills and prices 
over the longer term. 
Johnson’s introduction to the Queen’s Speech

Meanwhile, according to the LV Wealth and Wellbeing 
Monitor - a quarterly survey of  4,000 UK adults – 42 per 
cent of  respondents said they expected their finances to 
worsen over the next three months. 44 per cent said their 
finances had deteriorated over the past three months. 58 per 
cent said their total monthly outgoings had increased in the 
last three months.
Economic growth is already stalling as people cut back now to 
pay for increased food, fuel and energy costs and increases in 
taxation. Raising interest rates to tackle inflation will not stop 
the real drivers of  inflation – speculation and profiteering on 
the back of  the war in Ukraine – but it will drive up housing 
costs and credit card debt at a time when people are turning to 
plastic to cover their household bills.

No Strategy
Big issues that matter to people, such as Housing, Social Care 
and Workers’ Rights have been side-lined. There is a bill to 
protect seafarers in the wake of  the mass sackings at P&O 
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Mike Stanton

Ferries. But it won’t punish 
P&O or restore those jobs 
and conditions. And the 
post-Brexit Employment 
Bill is yet again delayed. 
Johnson had an ‘oven 
ready’ solution to the crisis 
in social care as far back as 
2019. We are still waiting to 
see it. There are proposed 
protections for tenants from 
unscrupulous landlords. But 
the best protection, a drive 
to increase council housing, 
was not mentioned. 
Cunning Plan
There may be no long-term 
strategy for the country and 
no attempt to address the 
serious, structural problems 
that lie behind the ‘levelling 
up’ rhetoric. But Johnson 
does have a cunning 
plan. It involves public 
obfuscation, overpromising 
and underdelivering, relying 
on a compliant media and 
a bumbling opposition, all 
to one end – to ensure that, 
as his government stumbles 
from one crisis to the next, 
his political survival is 
assured. 

Class War
Meanwhile the low paid, the 
poor, the sick, the disabled, 
the unemployed, the old, 
the young, migrants and 
refugees, ethnic minorities – 
in fact, taken all together we 
are the majority – we are the 
casualties in the class war 
that the Tories are waging. 
It’s time we got together to 
inflict some casualties of  
our own. 

https://creatingsocialism.org/cost-of-living-crisis-millions-are-missing-meals/
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IN what must have come as a shock to Labour 
over last weekend, Lutfur Rahman of  the 
Aspire Party won the mayoral election for 

Tower Hamlets, defeating the incumbent, John 
Biggs. Labour has been quick to crow about 
their wins in Westminster, Wandsworth and 
Barnet but is, unsurprisingly, remaining quiet 
on losing Tower Hamlets. The borough has not 
always been under Labour control since it was 
established in 1965, but generally has been. 
The Liberal/SDP (Social Democratic Party) alliance won 
a majority in 1986, and the Liberal Democrat party won 
control of  the council in 1990, holding it for just one 
term. Labour has won every other council election in 
Tower Hamlets since, other than in 2014, when Lutfur 
Rahman’s Tower Hamlets First party won 18 seats, giving 
no party overall control. Previous to Thursday’s elections, 
Labour held 42 seats and now has only 19, so, whatever 
they might say, this is a major blow.
So who are Lutfur Rahman and the Aspire Party? Rahman 
was originally a Labour leader of  Tower Hamlets council 
from 2008 to 2010 before running independently for the 
mayoralty in 2010. He won re-election in 2014 under a 
new party called Tower Hamlets First, but that party was 
dissolved in 2015 after his suspension, and Aspire was 
formed in 2018. Aspire’s whole campaign has focused 
heavily on local issues including discontent with low 
traffic neighbourhoods, problems with bin collections 
and Rahman’s self-professed track record when he was 
last in office.
Rahman’s, and Aspire’s, eight point plan for Tower 
Hamlets is exactly what the whole country needs, and 
Labour would do well to take note:
• Tackle the Cost of Living Crisis

• Homes for the Future

• Accelerate Education

• Culture, Business, Jobs and Leisure

• Invest in Public Services

• Empower Communities and Fight Crime

• A Clean and Green Future
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• A Council that Listens to You.

The Aspire Party also wants to freeze council tax, reopen 
every closed youth centre, build 4,000 social homes, 
introduce bursaries for university students and more.
It’s both interesting and telling that the pro-Labour (except 
when Jeremy Corbyn was leader of  the party) newspaper, 
The Guardian, wrote their whole story around this 
astounding win by focusing on why Rahman was booted 
out of  office in 2015 and nothing about why the people 
of  Tower Hamlets may have wanted him back.
Rahman was found guilty of  vote-rigging, buying votes 
and religious intimidation by an election court, but, after 
a £1.7m yearlong investigation into the allegations, the 
police and Crown Prosecution Service decided there was 
insufficient evidence to launch a criminal prosecution. 
He was however banned from running for office for five 
years.
Tower Hamlets has a large Muslim community, one which 
the Labour Party has ignored while chasing the Jewish 
vote. But the Aspire Party has shown that listening to 
people’s concerns rather than taking votes for granted 
can mean an independent party can put an end to our rule 
by the three main parties in the UK, and a left wing party 
can have influence, despite what the mainstream media 
might have you believe.
Following his victory, Mr Rahman said he was very 
pleased voters had given him “another chance to serve them” 
and “deliver my progressive agenda which I started in 2010”. He 
added: “I want to rebuild Tower Hamlets, I want to invest in our 
future, and give our people a better future than we had in the last 
seven years.”

“The people of  the borough gave a verdict today. I was in the 
court of  the people and they said in a loud voice that they 
wanted Lutfur Rahman and his team to serve them for the 
next four years,” Rahman said.
“Judge me and my administration on our record, what we’ve 
delivered in the first term. The only borough in the country to 
have free home care. We delivered the London living wage – the 
first in London. We delivered the university bursary, educational 
maintenance allowance. Our promises going forward are even 
more progressive. Judge me on what we will do for you.”

Originally published online: 
https://creatingsocialism.org/aspire-party-ousts-labour-in-tow-
er-hamlets/ 
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Two countries with a long history of  
wartime neutrality – Finland and 
Sweden – could apply for NATO 

membership within days. For years Finnish 
support for joining NATO has been at around 
20-25%. Latest opinion polls suggest it has now 
reached a record high of  76% as a result of  fears 
generated by the Russian invasion of  Ukraine.  
Finland adopted neutrality after their defeat 
by the Soviet Union during WWII when they 
avoided occupation, but lost 10% of  their 
territory. Sweden has more than 200 years of  non-
alignment, but now 57% of  the population want 
to join the alliance.This is of  course in response 
to the Russian invasion of  Ukraine, but is it a 
wise move?

Decision on Sunday
“Finland must apply for NATO membership without delay,” Finland’s 
President Sauli Niinisto and Prime Minister Sanna Marin said 
in a joint statement. According to the Finnish newspapers, 
Helsingin Sanomat and Ithalegti, the decision to apply for 
NATO membership will be made on Sunday.
NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg has welcomed the 
decision from Finland’s leaders to apply for membership. “Should 
Finland decide to apply, they would be warmly welcomed by NATO, and 
the accession process would be smooth and swift,” Stoltenberg said, 
according to Reuters. “Finland is one of  NATO’s closest partners, a 
mature democracy, a member of  the European Union, and an important 
contributor to Euro-Atlantic security.”
Finland has a 1,340km (830 mile) border with Russia, while 
Sweden does not but has said it has felt in danger from Russia 
in recent years, with several reported airspace violations by 
Russian military aircraft, and in 2014 there were reports of  
a Russian submarine lurking in the shallow waters of  the 
Stockholm archipelago.
Yet there are some in Sweden who believe their country will 
be less safe if  they should join NATO. Deborah Solomon, 
from the Swedish Peace and Arbitration Society, has said that 
NATO’s nuclear deterrence increases tensions and risks an 
arms race with Russia. This complicates peace efforts, she 
says, and makes Sweden a less safe place. And she may very 
well be right.
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What will Russia’s move be?
When asked whether this potential membership of  NATO 
presented a threat to Russia, Kremlin spokesman Dmitry 
Peskov said yesterday, reiterating what Russian officials have 
said since the beginning: “Definitely. NATO expansion does not 
make our continent more stable and secure”. 
Peskov said Finland had joined “unfriendly steps” against Russia 
and, when asked what Russia’s response might be, he replied: 
“Everything will depend on how this … process of  NATO expansion 
plays out, the extent to which military infrastructure moves closer to our 
borders.”
Since the war began, it is reported that more than 7,000 civilians 
have been killed or injured. This figure comes from the Office 
of  the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR). 
“The scale of  unlawful killings, including indicia of  summary executions 
in areas to the north of  Kyiv, is shocking,” Michelle Bachelet, the 
UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, said in a video 
address to the UN Human Rights Council yesterday.
The UN human rights chief  has said some 1,000 bodies had 
been recovered around Kyiv in recent weeks, adding that 
many of  the reported abuses since the Russian invasion may 
amount to war crimes. Although, of  course, with so much 
media banned, we are getting just one side of  the story, and it’s 
unlikely we’ll get to the truth until this war ends.

Just who is the aggressor?
Russia has denied targeting civilians and calls its actions in 
Ukraine since the invasion began a ‘special military operation’ 
to disarm the country and rid it of  what the Kremlin calls anti-
Russian nationalism fomented by the West. Ukraine and the 
West say Russia launched an unprovoked war of  aggression.
Some would say that NATO’s expansion ever eastwards since 
the end of  the Cold War is aggression, while others disagree, 
but Finland and Sweden joining the alliance will certainly 
do nothing to end the heightened antagonism between the 
West and Russia. The US especially has long wanted to see 
the downfall of  Russia, and their backing of  Zelenskyy’s 
government and NATO is proof  of  this. The US cannot hold 
any moral high ground here – or anywhere else – given the 
number of  countries they have invaded or interfered with, 
and the number of  human rights abuses they ignore in other 
countries they ally themselves with, or indeed, in their own 
country.
This isn’t a ‘good vs evil’ war – it is an unnecessary and 
avoidable war, and when – if  – the dust settles, we might just 
discover the only innocents are the dead and dispossessed. 
Leaders, on all sides, will be just fine.

This article first appeared online: here
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Manufactured Emotion

Welcome to my weekly column about finding, and 
having, a very real, practical faith that we need 
every day, just to get up in the morning.

Your Masters’ Voice
I saw a news article, presented 
with great enthusiasm, 
concerning the Queen’s choice 
of a new Official Pudding to 
celebrate the oncoming Jubilee.

At a time when millions of people 
are depending on foodbanks, 
this sounds a little too Marie 
Antoinette.

Another Choice
The timing really couldn’t be 
worse for the nation. Conceded, 
she’s pretty old, she’s broken a record for number 
of years on benefits and without a job, and I really 
do wish Her Maj a long and happy life, at least 
long enough to bypass her heir and go straight to 
the grandkid.

But really, there is only so much enthusiasm 
and energy I can spare, and all of it has gone on 
the latest series of CBS’ Star Trek in the United 
States.

The series Strange New Worlds has brought back 
the USS Enterprise, Captain Christopher Pike, 

and brand new Spock, Uhura and Christine 
Chapel. There’s an energy and spirit to the 
new show which comes close to the original 
series with Shatner and co.

I know, I’m gushing over a TV show – but the 
thing about this TV show is that it is doing 
something that the British media aren’t.

The media are trying to drum up enthusiasm 
about us being dragged backwards into the 
Edwardian era, all Peaky Blinders and 
Downton Abbey and Mister Selfridge, and 
it is a humdrum, dreary, evil past, no matter 
how rosy the glasses.

In contrast, this new Star Trek is reminding 
us that we have a future, and there will be 
no Tories in it dragging people back into the 
muck. They will be gone.

We can look forward to a world where a form 
of socialism rules, and nobody has to work 
the gig culture, and there’s a truly universal 
health service, and everybody has a right to 
live anywhere they like.

No Brexit. No Tories. No neoliberalism.

And that is something worth celebrating. 
With cake.

Have a good week, everybody.

Is it time for us to go boldly into a better 
future?

Photo courtesy of needpix.com

https://twitter.com/medialens/status/1525026837876858882?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
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I AM A DIALECTIC. EXTERMINATE!
I am a long-time fan of Dr Who, starting 
with Episode One broadcast the day after the 
assassination of JFK. I have also enjoyed the 
revival since 2005. The best storylines for me 
are those in which the Doctor goes back in 
time to significant events in our history, such 
as the outstanding episode featuring Rosa 
Parks, or when the Doctor has to save the 
earth from some monstrous peril. 

In both cases the focus is clearly on the 
present day:  the dangers confronting society. 
The Doctor triumphs because he, and more 
recently she, personifies the best in us. Then 
there are those visits to a dystopian future, the 
warnings of what might befall if the worst in 
us is allowed to triumph.

Ncuti Gatwa is the new Doctor Who and the 
best has certainly triumphed in him. The actor, 
who made his name in the Netflix hit series, 
Sex Education, is an iconic figure, black and 
gay with a massive following on Instagram.  
And with executive producer, William T 
Russell, writing the scripts, I look forward to a 
return to form and a shift away from episodes 
which raised the Doctor to mythic superhero 
status, holding the entire universe together in 
convoluted and pretentious storylines.

Gatwa’s own story is impressive. He was two 
years old when he came to the UK as a refugee 
from the genocide in Rwanda. He struggled 
at school in Scotland, battling racism and 

the conflict between his own emerging 
sexuality and the Christian beliefs of his 
parents. 

His acting talent got him into the Royal 
Conservatoire of Scotland in Glasgow, 
and he enjoyed a successful acting career 
until, aged 25, he came back from an 
overseas touring production to find himself 
unemployed. In a series of articles for The 
Big Issue he has described how he became 
homeless, and only the kindness of friends 
kept him off the streets. 

In the most telling part of his story we learn 
that, while sofa surfing and working temporary 
jobs, he was working at Harrods, dressed and 
groomed immaculately, selling perfumes to 
the rich and famous, with a starting price of 
£7,000 a bottle, but unable to afford regular 
meals and spending hours a day on the phone 
trying to find a friend who could give him a 
bed for the night. 

This was his personal hell in which he felt 
unable to ask for help from his parents, because 
they had already made enough sacrifices to 
put him through drama school, and he was 
suffering a crisis of self-esteem that affected 
his mental health on top of the dire physical 
effects of living in poverty.

Gatwa’s own resilience along with his 
successful role in Sex Education rescued 
him. Gatwa has since learned that he was not 
alone in adversity. He speaks of the tens of 
thousands of young people who contact their 
local councils every year because of actual or 
potential homelessness. There are as many as 
one in five young people at any one time who 
are homeless and sofa surfing. And he has not 
forgotten them. Gatwa is now working with 
Centrepoint to help other homeless young 
people.

Maybe Davies will write him a script in which 
rentiers and landlords are the villains instead 
of Daleks and Cybermen, and the Doctor can 
use his sonic screwdriver to change all the 
locks and foil the bailiffs. 

https://www.bigissue.com/culture/tv/the-remarkable-rise-of-ncuti-gatwa-from-sofa-surfing-and-homelessness-to-doctor-who/
https://www.bigissue.com/culture/tv/the-remarkable-rise-of-ncuti-gatwa-from-sofa-surfing-and-homelessness-to-doctor-who/
https://centrepoint.org.uk/
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ON Tuesday April 
5th lawmakers in 
Oklahoma, USA, 

voted on a measure to send a 
bill, Senate Bill 612, making 
performing an abortion 
“except to save the life of  a 
pregnant woman in a medical 
emergency” a felony which 
would be punishable by up to 
10 years in prison and a $100,000 fine.

The Oklahoma House voted 70 to 14 to send the bill, which 
passed the Senate last year, to Governor Kevin Stitt, a Republican 
whose office responded by saying that Mr Stitt had vowed last 
September to sign “every piece of  pro-life legislation” which came 
to his desk. And, if  Mr Stitt signs the bill, it would take effect on 
August 26th, according to the Senate clerk’s office.

After Texas implemented its six-week abortion ban last autumn, 
women there were forced to resort to travelling to clinics in 
Oklahoma City and Wichita, and women in Oklahoma, who 
couldn’t get appointments there because of  increased demand, also 
travelled to Kansas, which is now likely to see the same increase as 
was seen in Oklahoma.

Abortion clinics overwhelmed
Abortion clinics in nearby states are already overwhelmed, with 
clinics in Wichita seeing patients from the South and clinics on the 
Kansas side of  the Kansas City metro area seeing patients from 

It seems we have 
been fighting the 
battle for womens’ 
r e p r o d u c t i v e 
rights  for over 60 
years. Now Susie 
Granic reports, the 
American right 
are  pushing back.

state legislatures 
have been operating 
as though Roe has 
already been struck 
down, advancing 
restrictions which 

aim to make 
abortion illegal

https://creatingsocialism.org/this-assault-on-womens-rights-could-also-indicate-that-the-supreme-courts-six-conservative-justices-are-prepared-to-attack-established-legal-precedent-that-has-protected-reproductive/
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Missouri.

“We’re seeing a majority of  out-of-state patients at both of  our clinics. In 
Oklahoma City that means we’re seeing about 60 percent patients from 
Texas. In Wichita, what we’ve seen in the past couple months is patients 
from Oklahoma who have to leave their own communities because they 
can’t get appointments due to the influx of  patients from Texas,”  Trust 
Women Communications Director, Zachary Gingrich-Gaylord, said.
If  the court upholds the law, what will this mean for Roe v. Wade, the 
1973 decision which established a constitutional right to abortion and 
which prohibited states from banning the procedure before foetal 
viability, or around 23 weeks? Already, from Florida to Idaho, Republican-
led state legislatures have been operating as though Roe has already been 
struck down, advancing restrictions which aim to make abortion illegal in 
as many circumstances as possible.1

Emily Wales, interim president and chief  executive of  Planned 
Parenthood Great Plains, which operates two of  the four abortion clinics 
in Oklahoma, planned to challenge the legislation in court, Ms. Wales said: 
“This ban is more in line with the traditional bans that have been blocked 
in the past. So we are fairly confident that, as long as Roe remains the law 
of  the land, there is a path to blocking this.”

Pro-lifers happy
The pro-lifers are over the moon of  course, caring little for what this will 
mean for women desperately needing an abortion for whatever reason, 
and there are many. They could be socio-economic reasons, medical 
conditions, the woman could be having relationship problems, they could 
already have as many children as they want or can support or they may 
feel themselves too young, or too old, to have children. A myriad of  
valid reasons, yet others, who would not be impacted one iota by their 
abortions, are allowed to have their say in the matter.
Representative Jim Olsen, a Republican from Roland, and the House 
author of  the bill, said,“Obviously, I’m thrilled because we have the 
potential of  seeing many lives of  babies saved — part of  that depends 
on future court rulings” such as the one in the Mississippi case, Dobbs v. 
Jackson.

It is a woman’s choice
What these pro-lifers fail to understand is that, no matter their cries of  
“you can adopt the baby out when it’s born” and so on, the woman has to 
carry the baby to term and this will undoubtedly impact her life and quite 
possibly have job repercussions or will affect her studies if  she is still in 
university or indeed, school. It should always be the woman’s choice.
Many states in the USA seem intent on rolling the clock back to the 
days when women were forced to have backstreet abortions which often 
resulted in either death or long-term medical conditions, but thank 
goodness some are retaining their sanity. Rebecca Tong, co-executive 
director of  Trust Women, which operates a clinic providing abortions in 
Oklahoma City,  said the clinic “will remain open so long as we can still 
be of  service to the people of  Oklahoma.”
“We will not be deterred from providing compassionate health care to our 
patients — many of  whom are our neighbours, colleagues, and family.
Compassionate health care should of  course be the aim of  any civilised 
nation, but only too often it is not.

1 Since the publication of this article a draft opinon from the Supreme Court 
has been published indicating that Roe vs Wade is about to be struck down. See The 
Sunday Socialist April 8th.

What these pro-lifers 
fail to understand is 
that, no matter their 

cries of  “you can 
adopt the baby out 
when it’s born” and 

so on, the woman has 
to carry the baby to 
term and this will 

undoubtedly impact 
her life

Critical Mass Magazine is a 
monlthly online publication 
featuring news, politics and 

culture. To see Issue 14 follow 
this link.

https://trustwomen.org/
https://trustwomen.org/
https://www.history.com/topics/womens-rights/roe-v-wade
https://creatingsocialism.org/issue-014/


May 15th 2022

Northern Irish Protocol
The DUP is mired in corruption. The Renewable Heat 
Incentive scandal (RHI ) also known as the Cash for 
Ash scandal,  resulted in millions going to people closely 
connected with the party. They then agreed to a £1bn 
bribe from the Tories to keep Theresa May in power. 
Their support for Johnson’s Brexit deal was inexplicable 
(aside from sheer gullibility), appearing to have happened 
without them understanding the consequences of a North 
Sea border. Now things continue to spiral out of control.

The DUP’s leaders met loyalist paramilitaries in order to 
facilitate a campaign of intimidation against customs officials 
to make sure the Protocol is unworkable. Not surprisingly, 
the unionist community are becoming disillusioned with 
their representatives, resulting in Sinn Fein becoming the 
largest party at Stormont – and now, predictably, the DUP 
is refusing to work with them. They’re adopting their usual 
tactic of blackmail in an attempt to destroy Johnson’s ill-
thought-out deal. The UK government should work with 
those parties who do want progress, and exclude the DUP 
until they learn to behave reasonably.

History lessons
It’s a century since a group of ‘loyalists’ refused to join the 
new Irish State. They carved out six counties of Ulster to 
create an artificial unionist majority. It’s time that someone 
stood up to them.

The arguments for a United Ireland are getting stronger 
by the day. Most people in the British Isles would support 
this. How much longer are we going to accept being held 
to ransom by a small bunch of bigots?

Democratic deficit
Voting every few years should not be the limit of people’s 
involvement in politics. It’s not just about occasional 
elections; it’s about participation as well. People’s ability to 
involve themselves in the decisions which affect their lives 
has been diminished by governments steadily grabbing 
more power at the expense of localities. Not surprisingly, 
the turnout at the recent local elections was low and about 

80% of us couldn’t even be bothered to vote.

Proportional Representation
First past the post (FPTP) is the system of voting 
for central government which has dominated the 
UK for the past couple of centuries and is becoming 
increasingly discredited. The Labour Party is 
reluctant to change because it still dreams it can win 
an election, despite all the evidence to the contrary. 
The 2021 Labour Conference voted on proportional 
representation (PR), and while 80% of constituencies 
voted for it, it was lost on union block votes. Starmer 
also failed to lead on it. Perhaps he’s not quite the 
progressive those hoping for PR like to think he is…

First Past The Post
There are three main problems with FPTP. First, 
people see no point in voting in an area where there 
is a safe seat. Second, votes do not count for anything 
if their candidate loses. Finally, a third of voters 
tactically vote for a party they don’t support. 

In the 2005 general election, Blair took 55% of the seats, 
despite winning the support of only 35% of voters and 
a mere 22% of registered electors. More people didn’t 
vote in that election (39%) than voted Labour. This 
distortion of democracy is not replicated in regional 
elections. In Scotland and Wales there is proportional 
representation, using the Additional Member system, 
and voting starts at 16. In N. Ireland you must be 
18, and they’ve adopted the Single Transferable Vote 
system.

Here are some takes on PR:

Green Party

The most appropriate system for elections to the 
Westminster Parliament is Alternative Vote Plus 
(AV+). Electors would vote on two ballots: one for 
the party of their first choice and the other for their 
constituency MP.

Gina Miller

It is now urgent that a fairer proportional representation 
voting system is put in place to end the hundreds of 
years of an unfair duopoly.

Peter Tatchell

It took a mere 38,000 votes to elect each Conservative 
MP, 50,000 votes to elect a Labour MP and over 
865,000 votes to elect a single Green. This is not what 
the Chartists and Suffragettes fought for.

Electoral Reform Society

 Under a proportional system, every vote helps get 
MPs elected to campaign on issues you care about.
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Fairness. It’s a nice concept isn’t it? We would 
all prefer things to be fairer. Indeed, if you 
give people a choice between a procedure 
which is “fair” and one which isn’t it’s hard 
to imagine how anybody could choose the 
unfair one.

This is part of the appeal of the “movement” 
for proportional representatioin which Luke 
discusses briefly on the opposite page. It is 
an argument which seems forceful. First past 
the post, so it is said, is unfair. Therefore, 
proportional representation, which is the 
alternative, must be fairer.

There are a couple of issues I have with 
this argument. First the idea that FPTP is 
unfair. Why? Is it because we end up with 
Tory government? As Luke points out that 
is not necessarily the case, we do get Labour 
governments. In Wales, where I happen 
to live, we use a system of proportional 
representation and we invariably get a 
Labour government. 

If we really think that a system is unfair 
that can’t be based purely on the fact that 
we don’t like the outcome. I don’t like the 
fact that Manchester City and Liverpool 
are totally dominating the English football 
scene currently but that doesn’t mean that 
the rules of football should be changed to 
ensure that my team always come out on 
top. Perhaps we just need to play better.

And, likewise in politics. Just because one 
party dominate is not the ipso facto evidence 
that the system is unfair that some people 
think. Perhaps the other parties are just not 
as good at playing the game. 

If we elected governments in other ways 
would we get better government? Would a 
different way of counting votes automatically 
mean that the government would be 

“representative” of the electors?

Certainly this seems to be the case made by the advocates for 
PR. But, the UK is not the only democracy in the world. The 
Pew Research Centre has carried out extensive research across 
a range of countries into confidence in political systems. What 
they find is that in a range of different countries, regardless 
of the political system used to count the votes, people are 
dissatisfied with the state of democracy. 

It is not how you vote or how your vote is counted that matters it 
is the sense that politicians do not represent your interests that 
is the driver for that dissatisfaction. That, although the Pew 
Research Centre do not reach this conclusion, is an artefact 
of the fact that democratic systems are not set up to satisfy 
the needs and wants of ordinary citizens but to perpetuate the 
continuation of a social system in which the majority of people, 
the majority of the time, have no say in the decisions that 
affect them.

So, what has fairness got to do with it? What would make a 
democratic system fair? First everybody has to have a vote, 
right? Well, not quite. We set an age limit on who should vote, 
which means that lots of citizens are denied a chance for a 
say in decisions which might affect them. Second, everybody 
should have the right to stand for election. Well, nominally 
that is true now. But the fact is that our representatives are 
disproportionately drawn from a very narrow strata of society. 
That can’t be right surely but it is inevitable in a system 
where in order to get elected to almost any public office it is 
necessary to belong to a political party. It is possible to break 
the dominance of the main parties, but it is incredibly difficult 
to do so and requires a considerable amount of resources. 
Third, the voting system should be easy to understand. The 
system used to elect the governments in both Scotland and 
Wales is almost impossible to explain. Fourth, those elected 
should demonstrably win the election.

This is the main complaint against FPTP. Note Luke’s point about 
the 2005 Blair victory. But, surely people have the right not to vote 
if they so wish. And, in a 3 or 4-way contest you do not need 50% 
to win. Indeed, it would be possible, though unlikely, that in such 
a scenario you could win with 25% of the votes. That is not unfair, 
it is simply the maths of a multi-party system. The 50% marker has 
become the leif motif of PR. It just sounds unfair that MPs have the 
support of less than half of their constituents, and perhaps it is. But 
does PR offer any guarantee that would not continue to be the case. 
I’m not sure it does.

The problem with invoking fairness as your guide is that unless you 
begin by defining exactly what you mean by fair the whole argument 
is simply rhetoric. Rather than prove that PR is fairer you simply 
assume that to be the case. Rather than talk about what a fair system 
should look like you end up deciding what the system should be 
and using fairness to justify it. Trust me, that has nothig to do with 
fairness or democracy.


