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Is it the sundown of the big power companies?  
Photo by Andrey Metelev on Unsplash

POWER COMPANY 
RIP OFFS

TME TO FIGHT BACK

With energy prices set to go through 
the roof, petrol prices rising, and 
job security being undermined by 

fire and rehire the time to wait to see what 
happens next is over.
You might think that you can rely on your elected 
politicians to protect your interests. You might 
think that your bosses will look after a loyal 
workforce. Thnk again.
Much of  the misery being unleashed on ordinary 
people is that created by politicians who are, to put 
it simply, in it for themselves. And, as for those 
kind hearted bosses. It is not just P&O that has 
engaged in fire and rehire. The practice is common 
place throughout the economy.
And, it is that economy which is now in a 
system-led recession. That is the reason why our 
bills are rising across the board. For the already 
impoverished they have been abandoned. For the 
just surviving, not for much longer. Even those 
doing well are seeing their lifestyles affected.
Now is the time to fight back. Not because we 
want to but because we have no choice. Join a 
union, vote for a left wing independent councillor, 
sign petitions, bombard your MP with letters. Keep 
reading Critical Mass and the Sunday Socialist.
Change is coming and it is up to all of  us to make 
sure it is the change we want, not the one they will 
impose on us.

Notes from the edge featuring Marilyn Tyzack, Tanweer Dar, Fiat Knox, Susie Granic, Mike Stanton, Luke 
Andreski and Dave Middleton
Plus all the weeks news in one convenient place
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E BigPowerOff  starts summer of  protest

The Big Power Off  protest started by Sheffield 
Disabled People Against the Cuts (DPAC) had 
over 6.5 million tweets on Friday putting it into 

the trending hashtags for much of  the day.
Campaign organiser Jen Jones told Critical Mass: “The Big Power 
Off  started in Sheffield with us, but it belongs to everybody.”

As energy companies raise their prices by an average of  54%, at the 
same time as their profits continue to rise, consumers are looking 
for novel ways of  fighting back. 

“People have really blown us away with the many 
and various ways in which they came up with either 
creating alternative sources of  energy in their homes 
for the day or by reducing their household gas and 
energy usage in other ways.
“Some people cooked and ate from camping stoves, 
some people ate and drank cold food and drink all 
day, others turned the heating off  completely and 
all electrical devices other than essentials.” Jen Jones, 
Sheffield DPAC
The protest comes as the average profit of  the 6 biggest energy 
providers last year was reported at over £700 million. SSE, with a 
turnover of  £6.8 billion recorded a profit of  £1064.9 million (before 
tax). Scottish Power had to get by on a profit of  just £986.4 million. 
Big Power Off  was designed to allow those most marginalised, but 
still compelled to add to those profits, to take part in a protest.

“As well as coming up with a form of  inclusive 
and accessible direct action for people who can’t 
get out to protests we wanted the campaign to be 
as accessible as possible within the limitations of  
social media. We ensured that the campaign was 
about building solidarity, listening to and elevating 
the voices of  people who are most severely impacted 
by the struggle ahead.” Jen Jones, Sheffield DPAC
Any protest has to engage with people, but whilst protests are often 
judged by their impact they also have a latent power. That of  creating 
solidarity. Most people do not get engaged with protests preferring 
to leave them to others. But Big Power Off  was always about more 
than the specifics of  the day. It was about reaching out to people, 
using social media, and saying ‘you are not alone’.

“Already, just over the past few days, some truly 
amazing displays of  solidarity have taken place 
from people lending an ear to each other, sharing 
tips with each other. One story in particular shows 
this.  A woman called Rachael shared that her back 
up wheelchair battery had broken. Due to Rachael 
learning about the Big Power Off  campaign and 
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of  inclusive and 
accessible direct 
action for people 

who can’t get out to 
protests we wanted 
the campaign to 
be as accessible 

as possible within 
the limitations of  

social media.
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sharing what happened to her by posting a video, 
we were able to collectively raise enough for her to 
replace her back up battery and get her wheelchair 
serviced.” Jen Jones, Sheffield DPAC
Many households throughout the UK, which we might note is still 
the 5th biggest economy in the world, are already struggling. Energy 
price rises come on top of  inflation rises that neither benefits, nor 
most people’s wages, will keep up with. So, giving a voice to those 
people was important for the campaign organisers.

“We said from the beginning that although we 
started this concept rolling, it simply can’t belong 
to one person or one group because all of  us are 
affected whether we’re disabled and on a low income 
or not. Every single household in the land has been 
negatively impacted so we simply don’t accept the 
idea that one organisation can own the fight back.” 
Jen Jones, Sheffield DPAC
Writing in Critical Mass on the eve of  the protest Red Terror 
explained why Rishi Sunak’s Spring Statement simply failed to help 
those who most needed it.

“The most impoverished in society were completely 
ignored, the disabled abandoned, those on low 
income, the 42% of  citizens who earn less than 
£12,570 a year, just passed by, the 6.2 million who 
survive on less than £9,500 not even considered. 
OAPs, who survive on 25% of  average earnings, 
which is the lowest in the industrial world, were 
ignored. They are expected to somehow magic up 
the extra money the 54% hike in energy costs will 
incur.”  Red Terror, Critical Mass
Anger at the government’s flagrant disregard for the most vulnerable 
members of  our society was also apparent at yesterday’s protests 
against the cost of  living crisis organised by the People’s Assembly. 
A spokesperson for the group said ahead of  the day of  protest: 
“Public outrage over the cost-of-living crisis is growing fast, and our 
response is gaining momentum.”
This could be, should be, a summer of  protest. But Critical Mass 
understands that for many people protest is difficult. We are using 
the slogan ‘protest and survive’ because with the mishandling of  the 
economy, the climate emergency and the pandemic, it is clear that 
the establishment (which includes the government but goes much 
wider) have no interest at all in the lives (or deaths) of  ordinary 
people. Everybody who takes part in a protest in whatever form is 
showing incredible bravery as Jen Jones points out:

“Of  course the biggest stamp on today’s campaign has 
been made by those who bravely shared publicly the 
incredibly difficult situations that they are currently 
finding themselves in due to household energy cost 
increases and the wider cost of  living  crisis.”

Images courtesy of Jen Jones
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Taking Back Control
The Tories boasted that Brexit would cut red tape and 
allow enterprise to flourish under self-regulation. This 
week highlighted two examples of the consequences, 
showing how they fall on the poorest while enriching 
the greedy. There were also implications for national 
security and the environment.

Since Brexit the stock market has seriously undervalued 
UK companies, resulting in multiple takeovers by 
foreign vulture funds. The week began with news that 
the National Grid’s gas distribution business is to be 
60% owned by Macquarie (nicknamed ‘The Australian 
Vampire’).

Why does this matter?
Just take a look at what happened when Macquarie 
paid for Thames Water by loading the company with 
£2bn of debt, against OFWAT regulations. Unable to 
function properly, Thames Water dumped tonnes of 
raw sewage into the Thames. When they were fined 
£20m, the judge said there was “inadequate investment, 
diabolical maintenance and poor management.” 
Macquarie have since sold Thames Water, while its 
customers continue paying for the debt. 

Critical infrastructure, such as gas distribution and 
water should be in public ownership to protect the 
poorest in society from paying the excessive profits of 
the greedy. This is also a security matter. The UK 
stores about 2% of its annual usage of gas (or 4 days), 
European countries store over 25%. We have lost 
‘control’ of our energy security.

Luke A
ndresk

i

This, in conjunction with the 
appalling hike on home energy 
bills, is a second clear impact of 
the privatisation and deregulation 
associated with Brexit – putting 
us at the mercy of rabid private 
monopolies.

Grenfell
A Government that puts ideology 
ahead of what most people would 
consider to be common sense is 
bound to end up with a disaster. 
Why? Because they can’t accept 
that the greed of private business 
can’t ever be trusted to regulate 
itself. They’ll always look to keep 
costs low by cutting corners. This 
week Brandon Lewis, the minister 
responsible for fire safety in 2017, 
went before the Grenfell Inquiry. 
Mr Lewis decided the fire 
safety industry should regulate 
itself and told the inquiry he 
had ideological and practical 
concerns about increasing the 
role of government. Ministers 
had expected the fire safety 
industry to ‘step up to the plate 
and work together to develop a 
strong self-governing sector’, but 
it had ‘failed to collaborate or 
engage’.

A reasonable expectation? 
Instead of clear safety policies 
and government regulation?

72 people died.

Oscar Wars
What more can be said about 
Will Smith vs. Chris Rock? It 
was a vivid demonstration of 
how no one wins when violence 
is involved. A tragedy for all 
concerned.
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We are still fighting against the legacy of  empire 
in the UK. Our politicians and media may 
well condemn Putin’s imperial ambitions and 

trumpet the virtues of  liberal democracy. But only up to 
a point.

Shameful History
Every country has had shameful episodes in its history and 
some countries have had the courage to acknowledge this and 
try to make amends. Germany obviously has had to confront 
the legacy of  Nazism and the Holocaust. They have passed laws 
against displaying Nazi symbols. Holocaust denial is a crime.

What about Britain?
The signs this week are not promising. First there was the ill-
judged royal tour of  the West Indies which was greeted with 
protests over true independence by becoming republics, 
and about slavery and the lack of  reparations from the UK.
This was a particularly tone deaf  tour. The first ever slaving 
vessel to sail under an English flag was authorised by Elizabeth I 
and the royal family subsequently amassed much of  their wealth 
from sponsorship of  companies like the Royal Africa Company, 
established in 1660 by the Duke of  York, later James II. Enslaved 
Africans transported by the Royal African Company were branded 
“DY”, standing for Duke of  York. In the eighteenth century 
the royals were especially keen on slavery as a way of  increasing 
their wealth and easing their reliance on Parliament for funds.
Then Prince William told an audience in the Bahamas that the UK 
would respect any decision to become a republic. It’s a declaration 
of  independence, William. Whether you respect it or not makes 
no difference. Ukraine does not want Russian ‘respect.’ It wants 
Russia to get the hell out of  their country. Demonstrators in Belize, 
Jamaica and the Bahamas feel the same about Britain and its royals.

Education
One way to deal with a shameful past is to teach the children so they 
never make the same mistakes again. Instead, our government has 
decided that the war in Ukraine is the perfect time to whitewash our 
history. The Education Secretary, Nadhim Zahawi, wants schools to 
teach “all aspects” of  the British Empire including the “positives.”
As one teacher wrote,

Teaching my pupils the ‘positives’ of  the British 
Empire would entrench white supremacy.
This is part of  a campaign by the government to exploit 
the war to impose their ideology on the nation. It includes 
the so called War on Wokery and attempts to suppress 
the teaching of  Black Lives Matter in our schools.
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s Fighting the Evil Empire and I don’t mean Russia

Mike Stanton

Africans 
transported 
by the Royal 

African 
Company were 

branded 
“DY”, 

standing for 
Duke of  York

https://creatingsocialism.org/neo-nazi-banned-from-entering-germany/
https://www.bl.uk/restoration-18th-century-literature/articles/britains-involvement-with-new-world-slavery-and-the-transatlantic-slave-trade
https://www.bl.uk/restoration-18th-century-literature/articles/britains-involvement-with-new-world-slavery-and-the-transatlantic-slave-trade
https://inews.co.uk/opinion/teaching-pupils-positives-british-empire-white-supremacy-1545806?ico=more_from_Opinion
https://www.bl.uk/restoration-18th-century-literature/articles/britains-involvement-with-new-world-slavery-and-the-transatlantic-slave-trade
https://www.bl.uk/restoration-18th-century-literature/articles/britains-involvement-with-new-world-slavery-and-the-transatlantic-slave-trade
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Yemen
Imperial ambition did not end with the end of  empire. The UK 
now supports other imperialists, cravenly following the USA and 
backing Israel against the Palestinians and Saudi Arabia against 
Yemen. The Saudis have bombed Yemen back into the Stone 
Age with weapons supplied and serviced by the UK in a war 
that surpasses in outrageousness anything so far done by Russia 
in Ukraine. But it cannot surpass the expression of  outrage 
while we continue to regard Yemenis, in contrast to Ukrainians, 
as not being ‘people like us.’ The imperial legacy continues to 
spread its racist poison through the veins of  our body politic.

Starmer Never Fails to Disappoint
Meanwhile, despite the justified criticism of  Biden for implying 
that US policy was regime change in Russia, Starmer has once more 
demonstrated his naïveté by calling for regime change in Russia and 
calling for greater sanctions against Russia to punish its people for 
supporting Vladimir Putin. Collective punishment, eh? What would the 
Geneva Convention have to say about that, Mr Human Rights Lawyer?

Collective Guilt
I have read arguments from Paul Wallace, the chief  executive 
of  Conservative Home, that Russian support for Putin and a 
failure to acknowledge the crimes committed in the name of  
Russian imperialism, going back as far as Czarist Russia and 
taking in the crimes of  Stalin and his successors, mean that 
the Russian people share in the collective guilt of  the nation.

Russian society has never been confronted with this 
bloodstained past, still less expected to reject it.
There is a special prize for the first reader to find an article by Mark 
Wallace on Conservative Home calling on the British people to be 
confronted with our own bloodstained past and expecting us to reject 
the legacy of  empire. 
And an extra special 
prize of  J.A. Hobson’s 
classic text, 
“Imperialism” with a 
foreword by Jeremy 
Corbyn, for any reader 
who can provide us with 
a critique of  British 
imperialism from a 
socialist perspective 
by the current leader 
of  the Labour Party.

The Saudis have 
bombed Yemen back 
into the Stone Age 

with weapons supplied 
and serviced by the UK 
in a war that surpasses 

in outrageousness 
anything so far done by 

Russia in Ukraine.

“Imperial Federation, map of the world 
showing the extent of the British Empire in 
1886” by Norman B. Leventhal Map Center 

at the BPL

https://inews.co.uk/opinion/putin-russia-ukraine-russian-attitudes-war-1543318
https://www.jewishvoiceforlabour.org.uk/article/jeremy-corbyn-hobsons-imperialism-and-antisemitism/
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On whose side?

On Thursday Labour launched its local election 
campaign in Bury under the slogan ‘On Your 
Side’. As if  you needed further proof  of  whose 

side they mean, it is the same slogan the Tories have been 
using.

Anne’s Law in Scotland

In Scotland the Government have introduced new 
legislation allowing loved one’s into care homes 
during lockdowns. The new regulations known as 

‘Anne’s Law’ come after a long campaign led by Natasha 
Hamilton who started a petition, which gained nearly 
100,000 signatures, in honour of  her Mum.

Recession ahead?

Reuters report that a brief  resurgence in the 
American and European stock markets has 
already faltered reviving worries of  a long and 

deep recession. For those already living in poverty it will 
simply mean more misery, but rest assured that your 
leaders will look after the rich.

Photo by Roman Kraft on Unsplash

Support David Miller

The University of  Bristol, under 
intense pressure from Zionist 
groups, has upheld the sacking 

for Professor David Miller on trumped up 
charges of  antisemitism. In a statement he 
said: “I’ve been targeted by a pernicious 
witch-hunt … The University of  Bristol has 
wilted under this new wave of  McCarthyism. 
The university treated this appeal as a mere 
formality, with a pre-determined outcome.”

Unbelievably cruel Tories

The decision by Savid Javid, the English 
Health Secretary to reinstate parking 
fees for NHS staff  was slammed as 

‘unbelievably cruel’ and ‘shameless’ by health 
unions. The fees, which had been removed 
whilst we were clapping the heroes who were 
dying at an above average rate during the 
worst of  the Covid crisis, can cost workers up 
to £1300 a year.

 
Fines but no offences

Police have issued 20 fines to staff  
working for the Prime Minister who 
broke lockdown rules. Despite this, 

Boris Johnson continues to claim that no 
laws were broken!

Living with Covid

According to UK Government sources 
a further 1,097 people have died in the 
past 7 days following a positive test 

for Covid. Of  course, the governments of  
the UK have found a way to bring that figure 
down. Stop counting. So simple - why didn’t 
they think of  that before?

No such thing as climate change

The east coast of  Australia has again 
been hit by severe flooding. The 
area has been battered by heavy rain 

over the last few months, due to the La Nina 
climate pattern. Just last month their floods 
broke all previous records and eight people 
died. But climate change doesn’t exist.
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Leadership, politics and trust

Just when it seems things cannot get any worse, we are 
faced with another Tory-led catastrophe. The negative 
impact on the poor in the recent budget is the latest 
in a torrent of attacks on those values of fairness, 
compassion and decency.

Yes, I am angry, but here is the problem – I am no 
longer surprised, and as a result maybe not angry 
enough. Anyone with a nouse of political knowledge 
expected nothing less from an administration led by 
Johnson.

The problem is that my fury is focused on why he is 
being allowed to get away with it, and I put this at 
Labour’s door. Johnson is being enabled as a result 
of a weak opposition, too eager to win over ‘floating’  
voters by pursuing ‘floating’ policies and wrapping 
themselves in flag-waving rhetoric.

Ok, I confess I cannot let go of the past. I cannot help 
but dwell on that brief period of hope under Corbyn, 
when I believed my future and that of millions of 
others would reflect a gentler, more caring, society.  
Research published in the British Journal of Politics 
and International Relations in 2018 suggests that, 
along with support for the leader and yearning for a 
new style of politics, feelings of relative deprivation 
played a significant part in the thousands of new 
members who joined Labour at this time.

Yes, this was our honeymoon, soon to turn into a 
nightmare divorce with the catastrophic election 
failure.

Marilyn 
Tyzac

 It was at this point that Starmer became 
the ‘wolf in sheep’s clothing’. The lies 
he told to get elected are etched on my 
heart, including the maintaining of 
radical values, outlining 10 key pledges 
to support this. 

Maybe we should move on and take 
Momentum’s advice and fight for the 
soul of the party. However, this is far 
more than being about policy differences. 
This is about leadership. This is about 
a command and control style that has 
attacked and alienated supporters. This 
is about a style that has stifled any 
opposition, this is about a style that has 
sacked and demoted popular members 
of the PLP, this is about a style that 
people can see is not driven by values 
but by opportunism.

The question then must be: if Starmer 
runs his own organisation like this, what 
hope will there be for the country? How 
will he be better than the incompetent 
Johnson? Maybe that is why the brief 
lead in the polls is being eroded, and 
I and thousands of others continue to 
find our anger misdirected.

Until Labour realises the importance of 
leadership and recognises that political 
success is not just about what you say, 
but also how you do it, they will not be 
trusted, and, as most leaders will testify, 
it is trust that underpins success.  

Working life for many is nasty, brutish 
and short

P&O Ferries has been in the news, not 
for the first time, for the callous way 
it has treated its seafaring staff.  The 
decision to  sack 800 workers by video 
sparked angry protests, not only from 
staff, but also sections of the media, 
not usually favourable to unions. Even 
Boris Johnson blustered during PMQs 
that “It looks to me like the company 
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has broken the law and we will take action”.

Boris Johnson was right. Peter Hebblethwaite, P&O’s 
CEO arrogantly confirmed it at a Commons hearing. 
“We broke the law because no union could accept 
our proposals”.

P&O ferries had either misread the current climate or 
thought they could ride out any short term opposition. 
Their confidence was most probably influenced by 
the fact that Tory MPs had, only in January of this 
year, abstained on a motion to protect holiday pay, 
paid breaks, and the 48-hour working week limit. 
Barry Gardiner’s bill on firing and rehiring had been 
blocked by Tory MPs just a few days before Johnson 
stood up in Parliament expressing mock outrage at the 
company’s action.

After all, threatening or destroying the livelihoods of 
their workers by hiding behind the need to restructure 
to solve short term holes in the balance sheets is a 
tactic used by many companies.

Fire and rehire
British Airways became one of the first major 
employers to introduce the fire and rehire approach 
last year, only to backtrack after staff went on strike. 
Manchester-based bus company Go North West  
announced plans to fire and rehire its staff along with 
other large companies such as Tesco, British Gas and 
Weetabix. However, they are most probably just the 
tip of the iceberg. According to research by the TUC, 
one in 10 workers have been told to reapply for their 
jobs on worse terms since the first lockdown in March 
2020. 

Most people are not working in large unionised 
companies but in small businesses or start ups where 
job insecurity is the Sword of Damocles hanging over 
their heads. Behind these statistics are individuals 
living with the worry and ongoing insecurity as to 
whether they will have a job or whether that job will 
still pay their bills and put food on the table.  

That it should be legal to rip up an employee’s contract 
with impunity, in order to replace it with an inferior 
one, is an indictment of the weakness of existing

employment law. In 
France, Ireland and 
Spain the practice 
is outlawed, while 
elsewhere in Europe 
tough restrictions apply.

If the outrage being 
expressed by Grant 
Schapps towards P&O 
is to be seen as more 
than meaningless 
rhetoric, legislation 
along the lines of 
Barry Gardener’s failed 
attempt will need to be 
enacted urgently.

Photo by Adrien Olichon on Unsplash
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Ferrying fiascos have brought attention to the fact that capitalism is in crisis, again.
P&O’s absolutely shameful sacking of  800 staff  with the intention of  replacing them with 
cheaper agency staff  has been almost universally condemned. That security personnel were hired 

to enforce the action is even more egregious. But many of  those publicly criticising the move by the long-
established British firm are themselves guilty of  the same thing.
Sharon Graham has suspended Labour councillors in Coventry for their treatment of  council 
workers, delivering a speech explaining her actions which pulls no punches. This comes after Sir Keir 
Starmer’s Labour Party, which has been very vocal in its criticism of  P&O (with Starmer saying Boris 
Johnson sold out workers with regards to the Fire and Rehire Bill), was itself  guilty of  recruiting staff  
on insecure contracts while making redundancies.

Race to the bottom
The race to the bottom, which Jeremy Corbyn warned us all about and sought to address over five years 
ago, has reached new lows.
In Scotland, Veolia’s workers across Edinburgh and Lothians are set to strike over insulting pay offers 
which are net pay cuts in the face of  the escalating Cost of  Living Crisis.
At times where ordinary workers are being squeezed from every direction, watching huge corporations 
(in particular energy companies) reveal eye-watering profits has to be nothing short of  galling. Instead 
of  profits being passed on as savings for customers and decent pay rises for workers (both of  whom are 
responsible for said profits), people are facing truly stark choices about heating, eating and indeed surviving.
A few theatrical episodes from politicians, who, as already mentioned, are equally culpable in this crisis, is not 
going to solve the problem. Ferrying fiascos from one sector to another isn’t either.

It’s time for radical, long-term solutions.
It’s time for industry to be run by the workers who rely on it for their livelihood and by the consumers who rely 
on them to deliver essential services. That will require something more than just nationalisation which delivers 
industry into the hands of  a bureaucracy who often show little real empathy for the workers they employ.

Ferrying Fiascos
Tanweer Dar
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REMEMBER
MIKE STANTON

 
Do you remember when you were expecting  

And we prepared with a bag by the door? 
 

And, when they were babies, we had a 
checklist for 

the travelling bag that we took on our visits? 
 

Well now we have to pack for the unexpected, 
unimagined and unimaginable, unwanted 

and unknown. 
 

I will take notebooks and pens, 
especially the gold nibbed fountain pen 

and plenty of ink. 
 

We have to record this faithfully 
so the others, and there will be others, 

there will always be others, 
 

will know how to prepare, 
and perhaps learn how to prevent and  

how to protect their future.  
 

It is too late to save our past.

POETRY CORNER



March 27th 2022

 

A MAJOR report into maternity failings 
at an NHS trust, which came out on 
Wednesday, has found that more than 

200 deaths could have been avoided if  better 
care had been given. This is more than a little 
disturbing, but what should alarm us more is 
that this is not the first of  such inquiries into 
deaths of  both mothers and babies in NHS 
hospitals. Yet, what has been described as a 
‘toxic culture’ endures.
There was the 2001 landmark public inquiry into children’s 
heart surgery at Bristol Royal infirmary where systemic 
failings were revealed. These included poor leadership, 
the breakdown of  teamwork, a lack of  respect between 
professional groups, a tolerance of  poor standards, a failure to assess 
risks, and repeated failures to recognise and investigate serious incidents. 
In 2013 there was an inquiry into similar failures at Mid Staffordshire, 
and in 2015 another inquiry into deaths of  mothers and babies  at 
the University Hospitals of  Morecambe Bay NHS Foundation Trust. 
And now this report into more than two decades of  avoidable harm to 
babies and mothers at the Shrewsbury and Telford NHS Trust.

Two decades of  harm
Two decades! Let that sink in. And it is not investigations into their 
own conduct by the NHS itself  that has led to this latest scandal 
being uncovered, but initially the work and sheer doggedness of  two 
mothers, Rhiannon Davies and Kayleigh Griffiths, who had lost their 
babies and believed the truth was being hidden from them. Strangers, 
they came together after Kayleigh lost her second daughter, Pippa, 31 
hours after she giving birth to her. It had been a home birth as Kayleigh 
and her husband Colin considered the birthing centre at Shrewsbury to 
be “appalling”.
Kayleigh and Colin were told by the Shrewsbury and Telford Hospital 
NHS Trust that the cause of  death was an infection – Group B Strep – 
and were further told that the hospital would carry out an investigation. 
But when Kayleigh contacted the trust after several weeks of  silence she 
was told it was an internal investigation and the couple’s input would 
not be required. As she had seen media coverage of  Rhiannon Davies 
and husband Richard Stanton’s efforts to uncover the truth about their 
daughter’s death under the care of  the same Shropshire trust, Kayleigh 
decided to email Rhiannon. A bond soon formed which led to them 
searching for news of  other such deaths at the trust. They found 23 cases 
dating back to 2000 – including stillbirths, neonatal deaths, maternal 
deaths and babies born with brain injuries. They were understandably 

Over 200 deaths in NHS Maternity Scandal

Susie Granic

Donna Ockenden, Chair of the  independent 
review into maternity services at Shrewsbury 

and Telford Hospital NHS Trust
Photo by Monica Niziol
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https://navigator.health.org.uk/theme/report-public-inquiry-childrens-heart-surgery-bristol-royal-infirmary
https://navigator.health.org.uk/theme/report-public-inquiry-childrens-heart-surgery-bristol-royal-infirmary
https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/sn06690/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/morecambe-bay-investigation-report
https://www.donnaockenden.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/FINAL_INDEPENDENT_MATERNITY_REVIEW_OF_MATERNITY_SERVICES_REPORT.pdf
https://www.bbc.com/news/health-60434299
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horrified and wrote to the then health secretary Jeremy Hunt, in 
December 2016, asking him to order an investigation. He agreed 
and in May 2017, senior midwife Donna Ockenden was appointed 
to lead the review.

Systemic change needed
Although initially an investigation into the 23 cases discovered by 
Kayleigh and Rhiannon the investigation widened as more families 
approached Donna Ockenden. The review team has now looked 
into 1,592 clinical incidents involving 1,486 families, most occurring 
between 2000 and 2019.
Ms Ockenden has said: 

“Throughout our final report we have highlighted 
how failures in care were repeated from one incident 
to the next. In many cases, mothers and babies were 
left with lifelong conditions as a result of  their care 
and treatment.
“The reasons for these failures are clear. There were 
not enough staff, there was a lack of  ongoing training, 
there was a lack of  effective investigation and 
governance at the trust and a culture of  not listening 
to the families involved. There was a tendency of  the 
trust to blame mothers for their poor outcomes, in 
some cases even for their own deaths.
“What is astounding is that for more than two decades 
these issues have not been challenged internally and 
the trust was not held to account by external bodies. 
Systemic change is needed locally, and nationally, 
to ensure that care provided to families is always 
professional and compassionate, and that teams from 
ward to board are aware of  and accountable for the 
values and standards that they should be upholding.
“Going forward, there can be no excuses.”

“Has to be a watershed moment”
Her report has identified more than 60 areas in which the Shrewsbury 
and Telford Trust must take action and has also outlined 15 areas in 
which all maternity services in England must act to improve patient 
safety.
The report found that at least 201 babies deaths could have been 
prevented if  their care had been better, including 131 who were 
stillborn and 70 who died soon after birth. Nine mothers also died 
avoidable deaths. In 94 cases, babies suffered avoidable long-term 
injuries, including brain damage, because of  a lack of  oxygen during 
their birth. These are statistics – horrifying statistics – and behind 
each one lies a personal tale of  tragedy.
Richard Stanton spoke to Sky News, saying: 
“This has to be a watershed moment for maternity care across this country that 

a tragedy of  this scale can never be allowed to happen again. Those who are 
in charge of  policy need to make sure that policy is put in place and tested to 
make sure that this never happens again and also that bereaved parents are 

not at the forefront of  having to uncover such tragedy.”

There were not 
enough staff, there 

was a lack of  
ongoing training, 

there was a lack of  
effective investigation 
and governance at the 
trust and a culture 

of  not listening to the 
families involved.
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This weekly column is about faith. A very real, 
practical faith that we need every day, just to get up in 
the morning.

Day of Visibility 2022
Trans Day of Visibility 2022 fell on a Thursday. An 
article posted on that day, by Gay Times, revealed how 
the vast majority of people questioned believe that 
trans people are being criminally misrepresented by 
the news in the modern day, and that the reportage is 
actually harmful.

Media Transphobia Fuel
The media continue to frame the issue of trans rights 
as a “trans debate.” This attitude is pernicious. It 
presumes that the rights of trans people do not belong 
to them. Framing the discussion along a black-and-
white issue of whether or not trans people deserve 
rights is toxic, because there is no debate.

Trans rights belong to trans people, just as gay rights, 
lesbian rights, bisexual rights and asexual rights belong 
to us. They are not up for debate, and they don’t belong 
in the hands of the media, or the transphobes fuelling 
the debate as a pretext for inserting a wedge to break 
up the rest of the LGBTQIA+ spectrum.

Weak point
Trans people are seen to be the weak point through 
which to attack all LGBTQIA people. But if you check 
the history of gay cultures, they are in fact its strongest 
link. It was trans people of colour who fought back 
against harassment during the Stonewall Riots, and 
trans people have led every fight the gay community 
ever fought, from the AIDS crisis to Clause 28. They 

united the communities. 
They founded the 
communities.

Every argument used by 
transphobes against trans 
people has previously been 
used against gay men, 
lesbians, bisexuals, and 
asexuals. These arguments 
are spurious and have been 
roundly knocked down. 
They’re just as spurious 
here too.

We love you
We have a fight on, and 
the enemy is loud. But 
we have always been 
louder. Hey, reader – if 
you’re trans, enby, ace, 
gay, genderqueer, or 
genderfluid – keep on 
being you. In the end, you 
will prevail. We love you. 
Those who went before 
love you. They have your 
back. We have your back.

And your love is always 
stronger than their hate.

Have a good week, 
everybody.
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Shunning decades of nuanced and peace-seeking 
foreign policy, Germany has been sending weapons to 
Ukraine in its fight against Russia. It has made clear 
its intention to step up militarisation and its role in 
NATO. It has also joined in wide-ranging sanctions 
against Russia.

And now, it is complaining that it is being ‘blackmailed’ 
into paying for Russian gas, which it is reliant upon, 
in roubles.

Taking a stance and picking a side in a conflict is one 
thing. Expecting your enemy (whom you have clearly 
designated as such) to treat you with some sort of 
privilege is utterly bizarre.

European exceptionalism
This episode is symptomatic and representative of the 
European exceptionalism which has been on display 
during the conflict so far.

From the ‘they’re not like the refugees we’re used to’ to the 

‘Putin has brought war back to 
Europe’ narrative, there is a 
clear sense that Europeans, 
rather like Americans, 
see themselves as both 
detached and exceptional 
in relation to the rest of 
the world.

The fact that there has 
been such enthusiasm 
in sending arms, often 
to dubious recipients, in 
Ukraine, as well as truly 
unprecedented levels of 
sanctions against Russia, 
is not something that will 
be lost on the rest of the 
world. 

Double standards
Double standards and 
hypocrisy writ large will 
not endear Europe, and the 
West in general, to the rest 
of the global community. 
And those who consider 
themselves so exceptional 
may very quickly learn 
that they are not immune 
to that which they have 
previously inflicted upon 
others without a second 
thought…

https://extinctionrebellion.uk/act-now/campaigns/next-uk-rebellion
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IS Biden deliberately 
trying to provoke 
WWIII? Certainly 

we have seen since the 
beginning of  the Ukraine 
war how the US government 
has backed and encouraged 
Zelenskyy against the 
invasion by Russia rather 
than trying to help with 
negotiations towards a 
peace agreement, but his 
remarks on Saturday will 
surely only inflame the 
situation further.
In an address delivered at 
Warsaw’s Royal Castle in Poland, the US president said that Vladimir 
Putin “cannot remain in power” which is yet another case of  the US 
thinking it can dictate just who should lead any particular country. 
We’ve all seen how well that has worked out in the Middle East, Latin 
America and elsewhere where the US believes it has the right to 
invade, infiltrate or help organise coups to overthrow governments 
of  which they do not approve.
White House staff  were quick to row back on the comment, claiming 
Biden was merely making the point that Putin cannot be allowed to 
exercise power over his neighbours or the region. According to a 
White House official, “He was not discussing Putin’s power in Russia, or 
regime change.”
That’s not what it sounded like to me, and nor to those in power 
in Russia according to Kremlin spokesman, Dmitry Peskov, who 
said: “That’s not for Biden to decide. The president of  Russia is elected by 
Russians.” He added that the comment was alarming and added, “We 
will continue to track the statements of  the US president in the most attentive 
way.”
Coming at a time when the president of  Ukraine, Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy, has said he is willing to sit down in a face to face meeting 
with Vladimir Putin to reach an agreement on neutrality. This, and 
Biden’s other remarks saying, “This battle will not be won in days or 
months, either. We need to steel ourselves for the long fight ahead” do not bode 
well for peace and give what can only be false hope to Ukrainians 
who believe they can win this war.
Zelenskyy has said that Ukraine’s priority is ensuring its sovereignty 
and its “territorial integrity” but has hinted at possible concessions 
to the Russian leader who has said he wants Ukraine to remain 
neutral. “Security guarantees and neutrality, non-nuclear status of  our state 
— we are ready to go for it,” said the Ukrainian president ahead of  
scheduled peace talks in Turkey.
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Photo by Arttu 
Päivinen on 
Unsplash
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“We must come to an agreement with the president of  the Russian Federation, 
and in order to reach an agreement, he needs to get out of  there on his own feet 
… and come to meet me,” he also said in an interview, stating again that 
he wants to meet Putin face to face.
Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov said yesterday that the two 
presidents could meet, but only after the key elements of  a potential 
deal are negotiated. “The meeting is necessary once we have clarity regarding 
solutions on all key issues,” Lavrov said in an interview with Serbian 
media. He also accused Ukraine of  only wanting to “imitate talks,” 
but said Russia needed concrete results. 
With propaganda coming at us from all sides, it is hard to know 
whether the Russians have been as badly hit militarily as the 
Ukrainians claim, and with Zelenskyy’s constant pleas for Western 
countries to do more, such as the institution of  a no fly zone, 
and asking for fighter jets, how can we know truth from fiction? 
Undoubtedly, this has been a harder fight than Putin could have 
anticipated, but casualty figures from either side are unknowable, 
with the West just giving out estimates.
Ukraine has also banned reporting on troop and equipment 
movements not announced or approved by the military, and 
journalists who violate the law could face three to eight years in 
prison. These restrictions come after Ukrainian authorities criticised 
social media users who posted photos or videos of  troop movements 
and has followed the banning more than a week ago of  11 political 
parties within Ukraine which the president said had links to Russia. 
Although perhaps understandable in a time of  war, these are hardly 
the actions of  a leader whose main aim is bringing democracy to his 
country, but they do contribute to many of  us in the West feeling 
uneasy over the coverage allowed to us.
We see photos and videos on social media of  Russians bombing 
Ukrainian cities and of  Ukrainian soldiers killing Russian POWs 
– but how do we verify these without independent media on the 
ground? It’s difficult for us and is heartbreaking for the people of  
Ukraine who are caught up in a war not of  their making. The only 
thing most of  us can do at present is to make louder our voices for 
peace – perhaps by joining Critical Mass’s Write for Peace campaign 
– for if  the West united in a call for peace rather than, as Biden said, 
being prepared for “a long fight”, the two countries might just make 
some progress towards that goal and so put to an end the needless 
deaths and suffering of  so many people.

With propaganda 
coming at us from 
all sides, it is hard 

to know whether the 
Russians have been as 
badly hit militarily as 
the Ukrainians claim, 
and with Zelenskyy’s 

constant pleas for 
Western countries to 

do more... how can we 
know truth from fiction?

Click here to go to the petition

https://creatingsocialism.org/write-for-peace/
https://weownit.org.uk/act-now/nhs-waiting-lists
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I love a good murder mystery. And, judging by the 
number of them on TV I’m not alone. In some of the 
more sophisticated examples of the genre politicians 
are implicated in the killing. Indeed, politicians should 
probably complain about their portrayal as they are 
invariably shadowy figures with no moral compass who 
ruthlessly sell their soul to the highest bidder. Oh, 
come to think of it….

All this TV watching has brought out the dramatist in 
me, and I’ve been thinking of pitching a new series. 
In it, a number of people are mysteriously killed. The 
perpetrator, or perp as TV cops call them, is identified. 
But, instead of anything being done to stop the killing 
spree the powers that be help the killer and then lie 
about their involvement. Meanwhile a docile and 
compliant press cover up for them.

Deaths continuing
Does that sound ludicrous? I’m sure it would have 
people switching over to watch Celebrity Love Chef, 
another of the TV pitches I’m thinking about. But, 
isn’t this precisely what has happened in real life. In 
the past seven days over 1000 people in the U.K. died 
from Covid within 28 days of receiving a positive test. 
The reaction of governments – Westminster is joined in 
the dock by Cardiff Bay and Holyrood – to reduce our 
defences against a virus that continues to mutate.

The reaction of the press? What reaction? It is as if Covid 
has been vanquished and the news rooms throughout, 
not just the U.K. but Europe and America also, are 
simply bored with going on about it. How many people 
do you know who have bought the “we have to learn to 
live with it” line. Do you think the 1,097 dead people 
(826 had Covid on their death certificate) think we 

should just live with the 
virus? 

Pandemic grip
Is it really time to throw 
away your mask and start 
pretending that we have 
returned to the world as it 
was pre-December 2019? 
We are still in the grip of 
a pandemic, and people I 
know are telling me they 
have had the virus more 
than once despite having 
been jabbed.

Unfortunately, there is no remote to switch off 
the virus that is still killing with impunity

Photo by Erik Mclean on Unsplash
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I’M not going to come over all preachy here over why 
people shouldn’t eat meat – though you really shouldn’t 
– just why I don’t. It’s a personal choice, but I do find 
it difficult to understand how people who love animals 
can continue to eat meat.

I was having a friendly argument with someone this 
past week on the subject. She loves animals and insects, 
but firmly believes that, if we stop eating meat, all 
animals will become extinct. That’s simply not true, 
although those bred for certain traits might, or may 
find it more difficult to adapt to the wild, but most 
would adapt and would be far happier for doing so.

I don’t have a problem (well, not a big one) with animals 
raised naturally to be killed for their skin and meat if 
needed, as in the very old days before we realised we 
could make so much money from these poor creatures 
if we kept them in what amounts to slavery. What I do 
have a problem with, a huge problem, is the manner 
in which they are kept. We must all have seen photos 
and videos of pigs crammed together – or even seen 
trucks on the motorways full of these poor, doomed 
creatures – or calves being taken from their mothers 
so the mothers can provide us with milk rather than 
their babies, or chickens in awful wire cages where 
they can barely move and which are piled high upon 
each other; so how can you see that and still want to 
contribute to this practice? That’s what I don’t get.

I will freely admit that I was a meat eater for many 
decades and I loved meat. But what changed me was 
that one day I was patting/slapping my dog’s chest and 
it just felt like a big slab of meat and that was it. I 
thought to myself, “What’s the difference between the 
meat on my dog and the meat I eat?” and I stopped 
that very day.

Susie G
ranic

The difference, of course, is 
in how we see them. Most see 
cows, sheep, pigs and other 
animals as simply fodder and 
dogs and cats as pets, but in 
some cultures dog (and cat) 
meat is eaten just as many of 
you eat cows, pigs and poultry. 
I worked in Vietnam a few 
years ago and although I knew 
before I went that they had no 
problem with the consumption 
of dogs and cats in their daily 
lives, I thought I’d be able to 
avoid it. Unfortunately not. 
Right opposite the school in 
which I taught was an open-
air restaurant which, every 
single day, barbecued dogs and 
cats on a spit, and it was nigh 
impossible to avoid seeing. My 
students were amazed that I 
had never tried this ‘delicious’ 
meat and their thinking, and 
what I was forced to see every 
day, led to my giving up my 
job and returning home a lot 
earlier than expected.

I’m not going to bang on and 
on about this, but I would like 
to say to those of you who do 
still eat meat to simply look at 
how these animals are treated, 
the conditions in which they 
are kept and the way in which 
they are killed, and ask yourself 
if you agree with all of that. 
These are sentient beings, and 
I still remember a visit to an 
abattoir where I saw the terror 
in the cows’ eyes as they were 
led up the narrow passage to 
have a bolt shot through their 
head. It’s horrifying.

And don’t get me started on 
Foie Gras!
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They say they are scaling back operations in the North, particularly 
around Kyiv, as an act of  good faith to ease tensions and aid negotiations. 
In truth, it is the strength of  Ukrainian resistance that has forced the 
Russians to scale back and rethink their strategy. This was evident in 
claims that they had achieved their initial objectives (they have not) 
and are turning to the second phase, which is, according to Russian 
Defence Minister Sergei Shoigu, “the main goal – the liberation of  
Donbas.”

Revealing

This is a revealing comment, as much of  the analysis from the west has 
been to assert that Putin is a mad man with a lunatic agenda to reclaim 
Ukraine as the historic and spiritual birthplace of  Russia. Kievan Rus 
was the first Slavic kingdom that was formed in the Middle Ages, 
based in Kyiv.
Shoigu’s words suggest that the plan was always to secure a compliant 
Ukrainian government that would concede independence to the 
Donbas, which would effectively place it firmly under Russian control, 
and to secure the land bridge with Crimea.

 

Are we any 
nearer to a 
peace deal 

to end the Russia-
Ukraine War? 
Both Ukraine and 
Russia have offered 
concessions.

Concessions

Zelenskyy has 
suggested that Ukraine 
could drop its ambition 
to join NATO in 
exchange for neutrality 
and opt for non-nuclear 
status. Senior Russian officials no longer talk 
of  ‘denazification’, by which they mean regime 
change, or the surrender of  the Ukrainian armed 
forces.

Ukraine – Is A Peace Deal Any 
Closer?

Mike Stanton

Kharkiv, Ukraine: 16 March, 2022 - Rescuers 
dismantle the rubble of a residential building 

destroyed after shelling by the Russian 
military-occupiers in Kharkiv  — Photo by 

Fotoreserg
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The cold war 
rhetoric coming from 

Ukraine and its 
Western allies and 
the Russian claims 
that Ukraine was a 
Nazi state engaged 
in genocide against 

its Russian speaking 
population are both 

untrue.

Ukraine has been pressing another argument, endorsed 
by NATO hawks, that they are at stage one in a long term 
plan to reclaim the Russian Empire that collapsed with 
the fall of  the Berlin Wall and the end of  the Warsaw Pact 
thirty years ago. In this version of  reality, Ukraine is the 
front line in a war between Western liberal democracy and 
Eastern autocracy.

Rhetoric

The cold war rhetoric coming from Ukraine and its 
Western allies and the Russian claims that Ukraine was 
a Nazi state engaged in genocide against its Russian 
speaking population are both untrue. The latest statements 
from Zelenskyy and top Russian officials suggest that the 
negotiations do have a basis for progress.
It would help if  everybody dialled down the rhetoric 
and concentrated on achieving a ceasefire. Zelenskyy 
hinted as much last night with his statement that Russian 
statements of  intent “do not drown out the ruptures of  
Russian shells”. But he still describes Russia’s war aims in 
apocalyptic terms, claiming that they seek the destruction 
of  Ukraine.
This was challenged in Newsweek of  all places. Despite 
the devastation and the undeniable horror of  the war and 
the suffering of  Ukrainian people, defence analysts with 
access to White House briefings expressed their surprise 
that the destruction and the deaths of  civilians had been 
so limited in comparison to other wars. Think Aleppo, 
Mosul, Raqqa. Whatever its initial intentions, when the 
original blitzkrieg came unstuck, Russia did not unleash 
the devastation of  which it is capable. Kyiv, a city of  
millions, has suffered hundreds, maybe thousands, of  
deaths as a result of  artillery bombardments. But most 
of  the air strikes have been directed at military targets. It 
seems that Russia’s war aim now is not mass destruction 
but
to take enough territory on the ground to have 
something to negotiate with, while putting the 
government of  Ukraine in a position where they 
have to negotiate.
Newsweek

Peace Deal
Of  course there is a long way to go before we can expect a 
negotiated peace deal. But it seems we are moving away from 
fears of  uncontrolled Russian expansion into Europe and 
the resulting nuclear apocalypse. What we need now is for 
warmongers on all sides to be quiet and for a cease fire to end 
the suffering of  the Ukrainians.

https://creatingsocialism.org/worlds-self-appointed-watchdog-barks/
https://creatingsocialism.org/worlds-self-appointed-watchdog-barks/
https://creatingsocialism.org/worlds-self-appointed-watchdog-barks/
https://www.newsweek.com/putins-bombers-could-devastate-ukraine-hes-holding-back-heres-why-1690494?utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Cockburn - 25 March 22&utm_term=Cockburn
https://www.newsweek.com/putins-bombers-could-devastate-ukraine-hes-holding-back-heres-why-1690494?utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Cockburn - 25 March 22&utm_term=Cockburn
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Does anyone remember when the Tory Party stood for 
something? It seems that even the Tories have forgotten 
the three pillars of Conservatism.

Law and Order
Partygate has seen the first 20 fixed penalty notices 
issued to staff for breaches of the law during lockdown. 
These are senior staff members employed by the 
government, many of them working in 10 Downing 
Street. The Prime Minister was present at some of 
these illegal gatherings.

At first he denied that they happened. Then he denied 
that he attended them. Then he denied that they were 
illegal and even if they were illegal nobody told him 
they were illegal, so he wasn’t lying when he misled 
parliament.

Meanwhile, the boss of P&O admits that he broke 
the law when he sacked 800 employees, but he would 
do it again. The government feign outrage but do 
nothing. If the government can break the law, why not 
the employers? It seems law and order only apply to 
migrants, refugees, claimants, travellers, demonstrators 
and trade unions who are crippled by anti-union laws.

Financial  Probity
The Tories play on their image as prudent financial 
managers, as opposed to the tax and spend socialists 
(!?) in charge of the Labour Party. But Covid saw 
them signing up for PPE at grossly inflated prices. 
They wasted millions on contracts for equipment that 
was never delivered or was not suitable. Fraudulent 
claims for Covid support for business cost hundreds 
of millions and much of it has been written off. Fast 
track contracts for Tory donors were passed without 

Photo by Leo Reynolds
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due diligence. Serco Track and Trace cost billions and 
never delivered. 

Patriotism
Red, white and blue-blooded Tories love their country, 
don’t they? Except that Johnson seems very chummy 
with the son of a senior KGB agent, spending a lot of 
time at his multiple homes in the UK and Italy, often 
without his obligatory security detail. And when he 
is on the piss, but off-piste as it were, we see bizarre 
policy decisions – to back Brexit, to ignore security 
warnings and make his Russian friend a peer of the 
realm, Baron of Hampton and Siberia no less!

And Ben Elliot, appointed as co-chair of the Tory 
Party by Johnson, runs a company, Quintessentially, 
to service the needs of foreign oligarchs with property 
in London. Quintessentially has just deleted the page 
on their website outlining their services to Russian 
oligarchs. 

Elliot was warned by the government watchdog on 
lobbying last year to uphold a “clear distinction” 
between his political role and his private business 
interests. This came after he was investigated over 
claims he had helped arrange access to Tory ministers 
for his clients. 

He didn’t have to. Major donors to the Conservative 
Party, and Russian oligarchs have donated more 
than £2 million since Johnson became leader, are 
guaranteed privileged access via a special advisory 
committee.

Betrayal
All this seems a betrayal of Conservative Party 
principles to me. I wonder when Newsnight will photo 
shop a Russian hat on Johnson and superimpose it on 
a background picture of the Kremlin. Perhaps they 
will go with Liz Truss instead, who actually did turn 
up in a Russian hat in Red Square for a photo op 
that was ostensibly a diplomatic mission to prevent 
the invasion of Ukraine. Was that another mission 
accomplished for the Baron of Hampton and Siberia?

Red, white and blue-
blooded Tories love 
their country, don’t 
they? Except that 
Johnson seems very 

chummy with the son 
of  a senior KGB 

agent, spending a lot 
of  time at his multiple 
homes in the UK and 

Italy


