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AN INJUSTICE TOO FAR
EVEN FOR THE UK

L

osing faith in the British justice system
is not the hardest thing to do if you are
anywhere outside of the mainstream of
public life.
This week a magistrates court granted the Americans
the right to continue their persecution of the
Wikileaks founder, Julian Assange by granting their
application for extradition. That order has to be
signed by the UK Home Sectetary, Priti Patel who,
frankly, wouldn’t know justice if it was tattooed on
her eyelids. There remains the faintest of chances
that the decision can be overturned by the High
Court on appeal. Anybody gambling on that
outcome really has an unenviable faith in a system
that has colluded in one of the worst injustices for
generations.

Julian Assange has been convicted of “telling the
truth”. Specifically, Wikileaks released documents
which showed the Americans conspiring to cover
up atrocities carried out by their troops in Iraq and
fghanistan. Remember this at a time when President
Joe Biden is lecturing the world on human rights abuses
carried out by Russian troops in Ukraine.
Were a Russian citizen facing life in solitary confinement
for revealing Russian war crimes, we can imagine the
outrage in the media, led by Biden, Patel and the rest of
the overseers of this decisioin.
But let us not forget that at the heart of this is a real
living man who, for wanting to inform the public of
things they ought to know, has had his life stolen from
him.
WE STAND WITH JULIAN ASSANGE.

Julian Assange with his partner Stella Morris. He now
faces the rest of his life in an American maximum
security prison

Notes from the edge featuring Luke Andreski , Marilyn
Tyzack, Susie Granic, Fiat Knox and Mike Stanton
The latest from Ukraine.
Plus all the weeks news in one convenient place
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The mouse loses its status over gay
rights
euters report that Florida is set
to strip Disney of their 55 year
special status as a self-governing
entity. Last Thursday the Florida House
of Representatives voted 70-38 to do
away with the status which, in essence,
allowed Disney to avoid paying state
taxes. This move came as Disney failed
to oppose the Florida Parental Rights in
Education Bill which restrict what state
schools can teach. Whilst Republican
supporters of the Bill claim that it simply
gives parents more control over their
childrens education opponents say that it
is clearly aimed at infringing the rights
of transgender and gay students.
Just another Palestinian death
ast week, according to Palenstine
Deep Dive, at least six Palestinians
were killed by Israeli forces in
the northern West Bank province of
Jenin. One of these was 20-year old
Lutfi Ibrahim Labadi from the town of
Al_Yamun. He died from bullet wounds
inflicted by Israeli forces last week. Of
course were he Ukrainian his killers , an
illegal occupying army condemned by
the United Nations, would be accused of
war crimes.
We’re buying less
atest figures from the Office for
National Statistics (ONS) show
that consumer spending fell by
1.2% in March following a fall of 0.3%
in February. Government economists
blamed Jeremy Corbyn (okay they
probably didn’t even if they thought
it!) But whilst 1.2% might seem a small
amount this equates to £16 billion taken
out of the economy if the fall stays at that
level for a year. That is a lot of jobs and it
is not over yet. As Bloomberg economist
Niraj Shah said: “We expect consumer
spending to come under further
pressure in the coming months given the
unrelenting squeeze on incomes. The
cost-of-living crisis is likely to worsen in
April with a hike in energy bills as well as
tax increases. We now expect inflation to
hit 9% at that point.”

R

Infections to rise as hospitals reduce infectous
disease controls

T

he NHS has been accused of failing
to follow the science on airborne
transmission of Covid by Tom Lawton,
a critical care consultant. His comments
came as the NHS relaxed infection protection
and control (IPC) requirements intoduced to
contain the pandemic. Whilst NHS England
said the new guidance “takes into account the..
latest assessment of the scientific evidence,”
but Lawton countered in the British Medical
Journal that the science was being ignored and
argued that “the numbers of hospital acquired
infections will go up but we won’t know about
it. We are going to hide the problem.”

F

The return of Lula

ormer Brazilian President Luiz Inacio
Lula da Silva has confrimed that he
will run in the country’s forthcoming
elections to try to unseat right-wing incumbent
Jair Bolsonaro. The election takes place on 2nd
October and according to recent polls Lula is
the favourite with over 60% of the electorate
planning to vote for him. “It won’t be easy.” Lula
told a campaign rally in Rio “This isn’t a war
that’s won. It’s a war we can win,” continued the
76 year old. Bolsonaro. Bolsonaro, backed by the
US, has presided over an economic meltdown
and a response to the pandemic that left 660,000
Brazilians dead. He has also encouraged climate
harming deforestation, undermined democracy
and left many in poverty.

L
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sky promises about ‘levelling up’. It is a
genuine commitment to redistributing
wealth and opportunity. Sadly, in the
ghost of the Labour Party led by Kier
Starmer redistribution is a swear
word. He shows every sign of believing
that the next general election will be
won by showing what nifty footwork
he can do on the middle ground.

A Cheeky Norwegian.
Women in Poorest Areas of the UK Die Eight Years
Earlier Than OECD Average
In deprived areas of the UK women have a lower
life expectancy, currently 78.7 years, than any
OECD nation except Mexico, and eight years less
than those living in wealthier parts of the country.
This puts the UK behind Australia, Germany
and Finland and a whole list of other comparable
countries for life expectancy, unless you’re rich,
then we’re in second place just behind Japan.
The government claim to have put improving life
chances for women and everyone else at the heart
of their policy agenda. These figures show that
this is, unsurprisingly, just empty rhetoric. Far
from stepping up to the plate on inequality and
its health and social consequences they scarcely
seem to recognise the problem exists at all. Things
are only going to get worse when the full force of
the cost-of-living crisis hits home in the Autumn.
Action needs to be taken on the specific ways
women are being failed by health services and the
disparities in pay and working conditions.
This must be combined with a commitment to close the
yawning gap between the rich and the poor. Poverty is
deadly, regardless of gender being poor for a sustained
period will destroy your physical and mental health.
The stress of wondering if the next bill is going to
be the one you can’t pay setting off the plunge into
destitution is enough to shorten anyone’s life.

At first, I thought it was a late April
Fool’s story, but no, Norwegian farmer
Bjorn Bergum really is growing
grapevines at a spot 61 degrees north
of the equator.
This is due to climate change pushing
further north to where it is now warm
enough to produce wine.. Speaking
to the BBC climate scientist and
fellow winemaker Dr Greg Jones
said “A lot of our cool climate limits
have changed. They’ve gone further
north in the northern hemisphere,
and further south in the southern
hemisphere”.
By all accounts the wine produced by
Bjorn’s Slinde Vineyard is pleasingly
quaffable, it might even have a nose
with hints of tarmac and Nivea cream
as the wine writers on quality papers
like to say. That isn’t really the point.
Surely even the most determined
climate change denier would have
to admit that when grapes are being
grown in Norway global warming
might just be a reality.
Worrying about climate change and
the inactivity of governments and
business when it comes to responding
can be enough to drive you to drink.
Now we know what that drink is
going to be, one made from the sour
grapes grown in an arctic vineyard

The answer isn’t the lazy encomiums to ‘work harder’
that flow from government ministers, leavened by blue
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The Smearing of Julian Assange
Luke Andreski
There are a number of smears of Julian Assange which I’ve come
across in the media and which need to be tackled head on. I try to
do that here.
The smears
1: Assange is no journalist
This accusation is used as a kind of ‘othering’. There are many
examples: AP News (April 2019); CNN (also April 2019); The
Mirror (February 2020). The fundamental message is: “Assange is
not a proper journalist, he’s just an interfering nobody who should
mind his own business.”
However:
i.   Julian Assange, via Wikileaks, does what journalists should do.
He provides the public with information which powerful vested
interests would prefer us not to see.
ii. Assange has been the recipient of numerous prestigious
journalistic awards, such as the Martha Gellhorn Prize for Journalism
– and if you’re given awards for journalism, doesn’t that make you
a journalist?
iii. He’s a member of the Australian Media Union, a broader
equivalent to our NUJ. Is that because he fixes cars?
Even if it were true that ‘Assange is not a journalist’ (something I
disagree with), so what?
His likely extradition for exposing war crimes is a threat to anyone
who wants to expose wrong-doing… so it’s a threat to openness,
justice AND journalism.
You happy with that?
2: He’s got blood on his hands
This is a common trope, parroted by Rep. Michael Waltz on Fox
News in April 2019 and many other platforms. But in 2013 the
Pentagon ruled there was no evidence that the Manning Leaks,
released by Wikileaks and which are the basis of Assange’s extradition
proceedings, resulted in any US troops being killed.
So…. ‘He’s got blood on his hands’?
Where’s your evidence?
3: He published un-redacted documents, naming names
Here’s the timeline:
– Assange initially published the Manning documents in redacted
form, despite pressure from journalists at the Guardian to do
otherwise
– Wikileaks only published the un-redacted documents after
Cryptome and others put them in the public domain
In fact, Guardian journalists are implicated in making the unredacted documents available to the public, not Assange.
4: Assange is a Russian agent

Assange has
been the recipient
of numerous
prestigious
journalistic
awards, such
as the Martha
Gellhorn Prize
for Journalism
– and if you’re
given awards for
journalism, doesn’t
that make you a
journalist?

If you believe Assange is a Russian agent, you probably believe
Barnard Castle is the go-to place to get your eyes checked. Where’s
your evidence? In the public domain – unless you work on the
assumption that ‘Accusation = Proof ’ – there isn’t any.
More than that, Russia didn’t provide the leaks that Assange is being
extradited for… Chelsea Manning did, and she was a US asset, not
a Russian one.
5: Assange worked with or supported Trump/Stone/Bannon/etc
Again, where’s your evidence? If accusation does not equal proof
then there isn’t any – it’s
a smear.
Donald Trump Jr. is
recorded as having
asked Wikileaks for
assistance in discrediting
Hilary Clinton. It’s also
recorded that Wikileaks
refused.
Assange, with some
justification,
disliked
Hilary Clinton (she
hounded Wikileaks) but
his views on Trump
were equally negative.
He compared the choice
between Clinton and
Trump to a choice
between cholera and
gonorrhoea.
In my own view, he
wasn’t entirely wrong.
6. Assange conspired
with Farage
This was claimed by the
Observer in October
2017 and by many
others.
Nevertheless,
Photo courtesy
both Assange and Farage claim otherwise.
of Ministerio de
If anyone can provide evidence to the contrary (other than unCultura de la
evidenced accusations found in the papers), then please provide it. Nación Argentina
Further, Julian Assange is one of the most closely monitored
https://commons.
people in the world. If he really conspired with Trump, Bannon, wikimedia.org/wiki/
Farage, Russian agents or any other disreputable entity during his File:Videoconferencia_con_Julián_Ashouse arrest or imprisonment, do you really think the UK or US sange_-_Foro_Cultura_
governments would fail to broadcast this fact?
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(cropped).jpg
7. Assange deserves anything he gets because he jumped bail
But Assange has already spent more than enough time under house
arrest and in prison to cover any potential penalty for this. And,
more importantly, wouldn’t you?
If the alternative were an unjust and politically motivated extradition
to a US prison, I for one would happily jump bail. (And his suspicion
that this was the authorities’ primary objective turns out to be true.)
8. He’s a rapist
Is he?

This is an allegation Assange
denies and for which no evidence
was ever produced in a court of
law. Do allegations = proof in
your mind? Further, the original
source of the allegation is said to
have felt corralled into making
the allegation. She subsequently
withdrew it.
9. He hid from rape charges in an
embassy
Actually, he didn’t. He took
refuge in the Embassy
of Ecuador to avoid
extradition to the US
for sharing the evidence
of war crimes provided
to Wikileaks by a US
Intelligence whistleblower.
He offered to return to
Sweden, if Sweden or the
US guaranteed Sweden
wouldn’t extradite him to
the US. Both countries
refused, so he took refuge
in Ecuador’s embassy. It
now looks as if he was fully
justified in doing so.
10. Assange is a creep
Well, here’s a question: Why
do you think everybody
who ever threatens the
establishment or the worldview of the powerful
miraculously turns out
to be ‘a creep’ or in some
other way despicable?
Don’t parrot the smears of
the establishment. It’s not a good
look.
Smears and trolls
Julian Assange is in prison and
awaiting extradition to a country
whose war crimes he exposed.
If you’re looking for excuses to
turn a blind eye to this act of
malevolent injustice, then you
need to question your motives –
because they have nothing to do
with justice or truth.
Thanks to Caitlin Johnstone for
her article Debunking All The
Assange Smears, on which the
above summary draws heavily.
#FreeJulianAssange
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Policy on Refugees needs logic and compassion,
I must admit to being mildly surprised when I read
that the former UK PM, Theresa May, said she
couldn’t support the forced transportation of refugees
to Rwanda on the grounds of “legality, practicality and
efficacy”. After all, this was the same Theresa May,
who, as Home Secretary, was proud to admit that her
Immigration Act was designed “to create a hostile
environment” that culminated in the infamous “Go
Home” vans touring immigrant communities and who
was also blamed in part for The Windrush scandal.
She is though right in her assessment. The UN
Refugee Agency says that these agreements are “eyewateringly expensive, often violate international law,
lead to the use of widespread detention and lead to
more smuggling, not less”. The Australian experience
was that it came at a horrendous financial and human
cost, did not deter boat journeys, nor save lives at sea,
nor “break the business model” of people smugglers.

Morality
However a further analysis of Theresa May’s objections
showed that that there was no mention of the human
costs or any question of the morality of the issue in
her critique.
And herein lies the problem. In the last decade words
like “woke” and “snowflake” have emerged as a way to
silence people who highlight the personal impact that
decision making can have on people’s lives. Being over
sensitive, emotional or too empathetic have become
pejorative terms with which to mock anyone who draws
attention to the human consequences of a decision.
It is clearly helpful for people not to view Government

policy, particularly on refugees, through
the lens of compassion or empathy.
Those people fleeing persecution in
unseaworthy boats are commonly
described as “illegal immigrants” in
order to build up a picture of them as
being undeserving of our support. Those
hopeful and desperate faces are not like
our sons, daughters, grandchildren,
mothers, fathers, grandparents who we
care about and could not comprehend
being in this situation. These are “other
people” not entitled to our concern.
Decision makers cannot allow a more
compassionate connection to be made.

Cruelty
For those of us shocked at the cruelty and
impact of so many of this Government’s
policies, it is sometimes hard to understand
why others do not feel the same outrage.
Political scientists sometimes use the
insights of psychology to analyse politicians’
or voters’ behaviours or to explain why
some people are more prone to supporting
certain parties and ideologies than others.
For example, Jung said that we have a
preference for either thinking or feeling
in the way we take in information or
make decisions. He argued that people
who prefer thinking tend to evaluate
information based primarily on logic,
whereas people who prefer feeling tend to
evaluate information based primarily on
values.
Clearly, an over emphasis on either of
these approaches is dangerous. Facts are
essential to understanding an issue and too
many reactionary statements start with the
words “I feel”. However, by the same token,
it is difficult to see how such a draconian
policy as the Government’s Rwanda policy
could be viewed credibly from decision
makers or the public if it were analysed
using emotion and reasoning in equal
measure. That overused term, appealing
to both hearts and minds, has never been
more true.

lives were not guilty. The case of Derek Bentley,
who was hanged in 1953 aged 19, immediately
comes to mind. In some cases people have spent
decades in British prisons only to be proven
innocent at a later date. Then of course there
are those who should have been prosecuted who
managed to escape trial and those who were given
extraordinarily lenient sentences which have felt
shocking and unjust.

Is there still hope for British justice?
No justice system is perfect. Justice systems have been
devised by imperfect human beings. Some systems feel
fairer than others, and many of us would prefer to be
tried in the UK rather than in Saudi Arabia, where
a young man has recently been sentenced to years in
prison for possessing CBD vape oil, where last month
there was a mass execution of 81 imprisoned civilians
and where women must still obtain a male guardian’s
approval to marry, leave prison or access certain aspects
of healthcare.
The UK judiciary website maintains that “the UK has a
strong and incorruptible judiciary”. Can we believe this?
Has this ever been the case? Over the years, we have
sometimes celebrated the decisions by juries to reach a
‘not guilty’ verdict and judges for being lenient. In 1991
many were surprised that the two peace campaigners
who helped British double agent George Blake escape
from prison in 1966 were found not guilty, a verdict
declared by the defendants to be a ‘common sense’
decision by the jury. Clive Ponting, who was a senior
civil servant, leaked documents about the Falklands
War because he was resolved to expose the truth about
the sinking of the Belgrano. He was prosecuted under
the Official Secrets Act and based his defence at the
1985 trial on the argument that what he did was in
the public interest. The jury, despite directions by the
judge, returned a unanimous verdict of ‘not guilty’. On
several occasions in recent years Extinction Rebellion
activists have been found not guilty by juries. Almost
exactly a year ago, six protesters were found not guilty
of criminal damage to a Shell building, despite the jury
being told by the judge that there was no defence in law
for their actions.
There have of course been many shameful miscarriages
of justice over the years, haunting cases where
defendants have been found guilty and hanged, when
later considerable doubt was thrown on the evidence
or it became apparent that those who had lost their

This week many have felt despair about the state
of British justice and have indeed felt a loss of
hope about the UK and the direction it has taken.
One of the most despicable decisions was the
hearing that concluded that it would be acceptable
for Julian Assange to be extradited to the United
States. The Assange case is one of the lowest
points in the history of British justice. Many
people have championed his case, but few have
been heard. His supporters include Miko Peled,
Roger Waters, John Pilger, Ray McGovern, Craig
Murray and Jonathan Cook. But the media which
is accessed by the majority of the population have
largely remained silent.
In 2020, 117 doctors and psychologists published
a letter in ‘the Lancet’ calling for an end to the
‘psychological torture and medical neglect of
Julian Assange’. The details of his incarceration
in Belmarsh make for gruelling reading. Amnesty
International has appealed on his behalf,
concerned that in America he faces a real risk
of human rights violations and conditions in
detention that would amount to torture and
other ill-treatment such as prolonged solitary
confinement. When his extradition was prevented
in January 2021, it was because there was concern
for his mental health. However, the many other
arguments for his release were not considered.
Why was it that Assange or his defence was not
able to put his case to a jury and have the chance
for sensible ordinary people to recognise that he
has already suffered a gross miscarriage of justice
and to block his extradition and the prospect of
life imprisonment in an American jail? His case
has been heard in a magistrates court so he has
had to do without the advantages of a jury system
where 12 ordinary people might have had the
common sense, a sense of justice, which would
have meant he was released and the case against
him abandoned. A jury may have understood
that Assange is being persecuted for telling the
truth and exposing lies and war crimes. Many of
us agree with Roger Waters that Assange is “a
courageous shiner of light in the dark places from
which the powers that be would dearly like to
have us turn away”.
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No signs of peace
Susie Granic

U

NFORTUNATELY for all those
involved, the war in Ukraine is showing
no signs of de-escalation. Rather,
yesterday we saw Russian forces bombarding
several Ukrainian cities including Lviv in the
west. Officials reported that seven people in Lviv
were dead after four rockets hit military targets,
and also a car tyre service point. Shelling was also
reported in the capital Kyiv and the southern city
of Mykolaiv, near the port of Odesa.
Meanwhile the Ukrainian Prime Minister, Denys Shmyhal,
said defenders of Mariupol will fight to the end despite
the city being surrounded by Russian troops. Russia’s military says it controls almost all of Mariupol. Mariupol is
seen as a major strategic prize for Russia as it would gain
control of a vast area of southern and eastern Ukraine.
Meanwhile Ukraine’s Azov Battalion is still holding out
in Azovstal, a huge steelworks overlooking the Azov Sea

Fight until the end
In an interview with the US network ABC, Shmyhal said
a Russian deadline for Ukrainian forces in Mariupol to
surrender by Sunday had been ignored. “The city still has
not fallen,” he said. “There is still our military forces, our soldiers,
so they will fight until the end. And as for now, they still are in
Mariupol.”
As Mariupol defenders do indeed appear to be prepared
to fight to the end, Ukrainian officials are still denying the
possibility of any territorial concessions to Russia. In an
interview broadcast on Sunday by CNN, President Volodymyr Zelensky brushed aside the idea of letting Moscow
take over parts of eastern Ukraine to stop the conflict.
“Ukraine and its people are clear. We have no claim to anyone else’s
territories but we are not going to give up ours,” he said.

Two British fighters captured
Against this backdrop Russian state TV aired a video
showing two fighters from the UK – ex-soldier Shaun
Pinner, 48 from Watford and Aiden Aislin, 28 a merce-

nary from Newark, Nottinghamshire – who were captured fighting alongside Ukrainian marines. They were
asking to be exchanged for a pro-Kremlin politician who
is being held by the Ukrainian authorities. Viktor Medvedchuk, a wealthy Ukrainian close to Russian President
Vladimir Putin, had been under house arrest in Ukraine
since May 2021 after being charged with high treason and
later with aiding and abetting terrorism.
On February 28, just four days after Russia invaded
Ukraine, Medvedchuk fled his house arrest only to be
recaptured last week. Zelenskyy announced in a Twitter post that Medvedchuk had been apprehended after
a “lightning-speed operation” by Ukraine’s Security Service. The post included a photo of the handcuffed Medvedchuk, looking washed-out and dishevelled in a badly
fitting military uniform; in the past, he was often seen
smiling, wearing bespoke suits.
The two British men, Pinner, and Aslin, appeared on
the Rossiya 24 state TV channel yesterday and spoke
separately, asking the British government for help to be
brought home in exchange for Medvedchuk. It was unclear whether the two men, both of whom had been living in Ukraine prior to the invasion and were serving as
marines in Ukraine military, were speaking under duress.

Boris needs to listen

Most ordinary people want Russia out
of Ukraine and an end to war. Sadly,
most politicians do not agree.
Photo by Marilyn Tyzack
© Critical Mass Media Ltd

Medvedchuk’s wife, Oksana, made an appeal over the
weekend for her husband to be swapped with the UK
fighters, and Aslin referred to this in the video, saying,
“I think that Boris needs to listen to what Oksana has said. If
really does care about British citizens like he says he does then he
will help.”
Pinner said, in a direct appeal to Prime Minister Boris
Johnson, “obviously I would really appreciate your help in this
matter.
“I understand the situation. I’d like to appeal to the government to
send me back home, I’d like to see my wife again.”
As of this morning the Foreign Office had only said it
was aware of the detention of two British nationals and
had been in touch with their families to support them.
There is still no talk of negotiations towards a peaceful
settlement, from either side. It would appear both leaders
are prepared to sacrifice their citizens rather than give an
inch.
If you support a peaceful solution you should write to
your MP, as we outlined in our Write For Peace campaign.

9

ENVIRONMENT

April 24th 2022

Make every day Earth Day
Susie Granic
Look deep into nature and then
you will understand everything
better.
Albert Einstein
IT was Earth Day on Friday, the 52nd such day in fact, the
first being held on April 22, 1970, when about 20 million
Americans joined in a grassroots demonstration. Now it is a
worldwide annual event which both raises awareness of the
need to protect our earth’s natural resources and honours the
achievements of the environmental movement.
The theme for Earth Day 2022 is ‘Invest in Our Planet’. The
Earth Day website states,

“This is the moment to change it all – the business
climate, the political climate, and how we take
action.”
“Now is the time for the unstoppable courage to
preserve and protect our health, our families, our
livelihoods,”
We have seen such courage recently, taken by XR, where
activists blocked roads in London and glued themselves to and
sat on top of trains on London’s Docklands Light Railway,
glued themselves to the entrance of the London Stock
Exchange and marched on Heathrow Airport. People from all
walks of life, including families, joined in the protests hoping
to bring attention to the very real environmental crisis we face.
Be involved
But you can be involved in Earth Day without the need to
actively protest if that’s not your cup of tea. One way is to
donate your time to plant trees.
Earth Day says:

“Our planting locations are selected to have a direct
and positive impact on areas affected by climate
change. We work hard to ensure our programmes
also benefit the people and communities who live
near the new trees, and often plant tree species that
produce fruit, nuts, or other resources that help
people.
“Our projects typically include the growing of

US Senator Mazie Hirono
plants a tree for Earth Day

United States Senate - The Office of
Mazie Hirono
https://twitter.com/maziehirono/
status/1120468780335890437

saplings in nurseries for 6-12 months before planting,
as well as pruning and maintenance of trees for
the first couple of years of their lives. This helps
us maximise the number of trees that survive to
maturity. In most cases, nursery and maintenance
staff are local workers who gain valuable skills that
help them serve as responsible stewards of the
restored habitat.”
Start at home
If you have little free time, you can still do so much in your own
home and neighbourhood. Growing the right plants in your
garden – or even on your windowsill – will attract butterflies,
bees, and birds. Some people, and I did this when I had a large
garden, have let wildflowers take over what was previously
their lawn. It’s not only attractive to see cornflowers, poppies,
milkweed, goldenrod and asters growing in abundance, but
you know you are helping save creatures which our ecosystem
depends on.
On your daily walk, or just a walk to the shops, take a bag
with you to collect any plastic rubbish you may see on the
streets. We don’t need plastic, and it can be a danger to so
many animals. Takes no time at all and you know you’ve done
some good.
A huge way to help is to stop using pesticides and chemicals
in your garden – if you still do. For greenfly, I always used a
soap and water mixture which I sprayed on and it certainly did
the trick. But allowing some bugs in your garden can definitely
be a good thing; ladybugs for example, which not only look
gorgeous, but can eat up to 40 aphids per hour! A variety
of plants will attract a wide range of insects. Many insects
beneficial to your garden will appear before the pests do and
need alternative food sources such as pollen and nectar if they
are to stick around. So, again, plant flowers which will attract
them.
Every garden needs water, but the way you use that water
and where you get it from will also help. Don’t water from
above, water directly into the soil – although if you have the
aforementioned wildflower garden that can be difficult. You
can though, lay your hose running through it with holes cut
in it if you cannot afford a proper irrigation system. This will
ensure the water goes into the soil. And if possible put a tub
or even a collection of buckets outside to catch rainwater.
There are so many ways in which we can help our planet if we
just take a little time to think about it. The Earth Day website
has fascinating ideas and stories from around the world.
Don’t sit back! Be a part of the change we so urgently need.

Growing the right
plants in your
garden – or even
on your windowsill
– will attract
butterflies, bees,
and birds.

Do we have the world in our hands?
Photo by Cornelia Kopp
https://wordpress.org/openverse/
image/4e1e53ae-34e4-4ba7-a804a8956d7c9b2f
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Welcome to my weekly column about finding, and
having, a very real, practical faith that we need
every day, just to get up in the morning.

wing press seems to be demanding
Johnson’s resignation, there is a
sense of glee in the air. Can we be
looking at a bright post-Tory future
coming in May? We can only live
in hope that Johnson will stop
behaving like a bad house guest who
refuses to leave, and walk away from
his position. But we’ll be happy with
seeing him being dragged out of
office.
Have a good week, everybody.

The Usual News Trawl
Usually, at around this time of week, I take a look
through the news to remind myself of what was
big, and what was a sideshow distraction.
Partygate is definitely the big news at this moment,
with all eyes on Johnson’s comings and, hopefully
soon, goings. A quick glance at the news stands
showed that even such worthless rags as the S-n
and Daily Star were against the PM.
And where is he right now? In India. I find myself
wondering which transport firm will announce a
sudden closure on Monday, following the fate of
P&O. We can only hope that neither Johnson nor
his cabinet of corruption will profit from his India
trip.

Fiddling While Britain Burns
For the last two years, I’ve described Johnson as
a squalid figure rather like the Roman Emperor
Nero, who famously fiddled while Rome burned.
In this case, Johnson’s cast himself as Nero, and as
Prospero from Edgar Allen Poe’s The Masque Of
The Red Death (quick summary – in the Poe story,
there was a virulent plague, and Prospero partied
while his citizens died).
All literary references aside, this week has given
us all a sense of optimism. When even the right
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For all our sakes man, just go!
Howard Thorp

T

here are liars, damned liars and Tory
politicians. And then there is Boris Johnson.
And we know with Boris Johnson it’s not just
his honesty that is the problem. He regards himself
as immune to any system of rules, he exists on a
plane far above the rest of us. In 1982, one of his
teachers at Eton sent a school report to his father:
The report, from classics master Martin Hammond to Stanley
Johnson in 1982, criticised the 17-year-old for thinking he
should be free of the “network of obligation that binds
everyone”.
The teacher also said Johnson “believes it is churlish of us not
to regard him as an exception”.
Johnson’s exceptionalism
Johnson’s exceptionalism has been evident for the whole of
his apparently effortless career. He has been sacked twice for
lying. In 1998 he was sacked from the Times for making up
quotes on a front page news story. This, of course, didn’t
prevent him from becoming an MP and, in 2004, just three
years later, he was sacked by party leader Michael Howard for
lying about an affair. Of course Johnson has been responsible
for other whoppers including the famous £350 million on the
Brexit bus:
“When an ITV reporter told him it wasn’t true, he repeatedly
said it was.
According to the UK Statistics Authority, this figure should be
£289m a week and, more importantly, it doesn’t include what
the EU gives the UK.
Nevertheless, Johnson continued to repeat the lie at least
until 2017. The chair of the UK statistics authority wrote a
public letter to him accusing him of a “clear misuse of official
statistics”.”
Partygate lies

Photo by Captain Roger Fenton 1860
https://wordpress.org/openverse/
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This man holds the
highest office in the
land!

So who could have guessed that Johnson would have lied about

#Partygate? After all, the rules have never applied to him. The
fact that he received a fixed penalty notice for breaking Covid
lockdown rules in No. 10 ought to have been enough for him
to resign. The fact that he’s lied to parliament about breaking
Covid rules on a number of occasions ought to be enough to
get him pushed. But no.
This isn’t just about a lying narcissist; the problem we have
goes far wider and deeper than that. Firstly, we live in a country
which has been dominated for centuries by privileged elites
who regard themselves as being above the people and the

Photo by s i b e r
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law. Secondly, these people have contrived to saddle us with a
second rate democracy with no written constitution to provide
us with real democratic safeguards against our dishonest and
corrupt rulers. Both Conservative and Labour governments
have been complicit in this.
Favourability
The latest YouGov poll of senior politicians shows that 69%
of those polled had an unfavourable view of Boris Johnson.
None of the senior politicians in the poll fared very well:
YouGov Net favourability of senior politicians (13-14 April)
Keir Starmer: -22
Sajid Javid: -29
Rishi Sunak: -44
Boris Johnson: -45
Priti Patel: -58
This is where we are now. There is very little respect for most
politicians. Boris Johnson predictably repeated his ’heartfelt
apology’ and tried to deflect from his deceit and lawbreaking
with the war in Ukraine. His defence is that he is stupid not
dishonest. Even if the Privileges Committee find that Johnson
lied to parliament, an enquiry that was confirmed on Thursday,
will he resign? Even if the Tories get a drubbing at the May
local elections will Johnson go? Don’t hold your breath.

Johnson predictably
repeated his ’heartfelt
apology’ and tried to
deflect from his deceit
and lawbreaking with
the war in Ukraine.
His defence is that he is
stupid not dishonest.

POETRY CORNER
Two weeks ago Howard Thorp submitted a poem on the theme ‘Notes from the edge’. This week
he submits part 2, but in case you have forgotten part one we include that as well.

NOTES FROM THE
EDGE
HOWARD THORP
We sit and watch as thousands die
Murdered in real time
Before our eyes
Rockets and bombs
Bodies in the street
People starving
While we eat
The war
Is a war on humanity
Not just bombs
But manufactured poverty
The people in power
Have brought us to this
While they make profits
We are killed
Why the collective outrage against the
war?
Fostered by politicians and corporations
And why ignore the poor
Of Afghanistan and many other
nations
I care about people
About human life everywhere
Somalia, Yemen, Palestine, and Ukraine
And I know who the war criminals are.

II
As every second ticks by
Capitalism is destroying our lives
As the planet burns
And Covid thrives.
We must all mourn
For the precious things we have
lost
The birds and the bees
The snowflakes and the frost
We can make good but it will take
determination
Courage and organisation
Sacrifice and fight
To build a better truly human
nation
We need to remove the powers that
be
The banks and corporations
The charlatans and billionaires
And make all peoples free
Only then will we thrive
Together with nature
With real hope for the future
To rebuild all our lives.
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Pious Rees-Mogg taught a lesson
in Christianity by Twitter
Mike Stanton

E

aster weekend brought the usual pious words
from popes and prelates, while war and suffering
continues unabated around the world. There are
a lot of Christian people who are busy doing good works,
often at great risk to themselves. But they get on with it
quietly without seeking publicity or praise.

Then there are the hypocrites and charlatans who see nothing wrong
with allowing the moneylenders into the temple. Indeed some of
them combine money lending and speculation with religion and see
nothing wrong with it. Take Jacob Rees-Mogg for example, who
tweeted this

The response on Twitter was predictable and bang on the money
– Rees-Mogg’s money, that is. Most of us don’t have any money
thanks to all the other things that have risen, courtesy of this
government, who get no Alleluias from us. This tweet from Keith
Mullin summed up the mood.

Then there was the unfortunate coincidence of The Archbishop of
Canterbury in his Easter message condemning the government for
the cost of living crisis and for its latest plans to transport refugees
to Rwanda.
“Government’s Rwanda Plan Is ‘Against The Judgment Of God.’”
Or as Shawlands Lee pointed out on Twitter,

Left wing Twitter seemed more familiar with the Bible than ReesMogg. There were parodies of the Sermon on the Mount and quotes
from the Bible.
Jacob Rees-Mogg loves freedom .
The freedom to drag us all back to the
nineteenth century
Photo by by flashboy
https://wordpress.org/openverse/image/
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Docrussjackson came up with this.
JackMonroe @BootstrapCook who confessed to being a Sunday
School teacher in another life (Disclosure: so was I.) came up with
this

Its almost as if the Tories have their own translation of the Bible
which tells them that everything they do is blessed by God when we
know it is just the opposite. I say, “as if.” Critical Mass regular Luke
Andreski claims to have discovered an alternative translation of the
Ten Commandments, as used by the Tories. Luke is an ethical man.
He has even written books about ethical philosophy. So I believe
him. He tried to share the news with our sister publication, the
Sunday Socialist, but missed the deadline. So with his permission I
have resurrected it here.

Its almost as if the
Tories have their own
translation of the Bible
which tells them that
everything they do is
blessed by God when
we know it is just the
opposite.
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The Ten Commandments - Conservative Party of
Great Britain Translation
I
Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image
But idolising greed and power is ok
II
Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain
But hypocritically claiming to be worshipful and Christian when you’re
anything but is ok
III
Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy
Let the poor work on Sundays to profit the rich
IV
Honour thy father and thy mother
But allow them to be impoverished by the Elderly Care profiteers
V
Thou shalt not murder
Except by remote-controlled drone, as collateral damage in foreign wars or
in state sanctioned killings
VI
Thou shalt not commit adultery
Unless you are in the Tory Cabinet
VII
Thou shalt not steal
Except from the public purse or the poor
VIII
Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbour
Smears and lies against anyone who confronts the establishment are ok
IX
Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour’s house
Just rent it to them at extortionate rates
X
Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour’s wife or his slaves, or
his animals, or anything of thy neighbour
Business is business, suck it up

Photo courtesy of Needpix

“legality, practicality and efficacy”.
Keeping it simple, without a detailed
implementation plan, will result in this cruel
policy failing in the courts. Her inability to
join things up means that the applicants
will be saved by human rights legislation
such as a duty of care. This has already been
anticipated by the Tories, who are planning
to use it to further attack the legal system.

An ignoramus’s viewpoint
The Tories didn’t appoint Johnson for his deep insights
into the running of the modern economy. Unfortunately,
no one appears to have the ability to step into the void.
Modern economies require joined-up planning and a level
of sophistication sadly lacking in the UK’s government. The
Johnson regime is happy just to fight fires. If something
goes wrong, bung a few billion at the problem and push it
into the long grass.
This fits neatly into the dominant rightwing ideology, which
believes in small government and leaving the market to sort
everything out.
The result? The IMF predicts the UK will come 19th out of the
G20 for growth next year.
At least we beat Russia!
There’s something wrong with the economy
Little Englander Johnson belongs to the 19th century.
Surprisingly, this was recognized in the Daily Hate this week:
‘After Ukraine it can no longer be satisfactory to let market
forces alone dominate trade and the global economy… The
institutions designed to guarantee global economic prosperity
and stability need a total rethink.’
Strangely, some of us have been saying just this for a very long
time.

Priti vacant
There appears to be no limit to Patel’s extremist, populist actions,
from bullying her staff, failing to pay Windrush compensation,
Grenfell cruelty and visas (or not) for refugees.
Patel now wants to send asylum seekers to Rwanda. The Civil
Service refuses to sign off the policy (on cost grounds), the UN
says it’s illegal and even the creator of the ‘hostile environment’,
Theresa May, questioned whether the policy met standards on

Given Johnson’s lack of interest in anything to
do with policies, it’s almost certain that this
latest fiasco is entirely Patel’s. Her parents
were immigrants from Uganda, with her
father standing for UKIP in 2013. Patel was
Vice-Chair of Friends of Israel. Between 2014
and 2017 Israel had a secret deal to send
4,000 Africans (mainly fleeing the wars in
Sudan and Ethiopia) to Rwanda and Uganda.
The scheme failed after almost all of them
escaped and tried to get to Europe. Many
were enslaved and beaten in Libya.
When the going gets tough, the powerful
pick on the poorest and most vulnerable.

Rees-Mogg’s vacant property
Rees-Mogg loves the old world where
people knew their place. No one has ever
accused him of being at the forefront of
modernisation and lateral thinking, hence
his job as Minister for Opportunities and
Government Efficiency (or, for fans of Yes
Minister, ‘Administrative Affairs’).
His big idea is to get civil servants to return
to the office (currently less than half
have done so). In a sophisticated modern
world of smartphones and facetime it’s
no longer necessary for workers to endure
long commutes or use up their pay on the
extortionate fares of privatised transport
and childcare costs. In the new way of
working there is only one loser – the owners
of vacant real estate.
Makes you wonder who’s been having a
word in Jacob’s ear.

Pass the Vegan doggy-bag
Finally, an interesting piece of research found
that dogs are healthier on a vegan diet. They
found that vegan dogs have fewer visits to
the vet and require less medication.
Think of all the slaughtered animals this
could save!
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It’s not tennis as Wimbledon
bans Russian players

Mike Stanton

K

eep politics out of sport has always been the
response whenever the left suggests it might be
inappropriate to play games with a tyrant. Until
now, when the tyrant is Putin. Instead of Game On it is
Game Over.

Anyone for Tennis?
Yesterday’s announcement has Wimbledon joining a long line of
sports to have banned Russian and/or Belarusian participation. The
ban may be subject to a legal challenge from the players union, the
ATP. But, unless it is overturned it means some of the top stars will
be missing, including men’s world number two, Daniil Medvedev,
and women’s world number four, Aryna Sabalenka, who made it to
the semi-finals of Wimbledon last year.
Many of these players have already spoken out against the war. But
the level of repression in Russia now makes public dissent nigh on
impossible. People face jail just for liking posts which criticise Russia
on social media. Not that many people are dissenting now. As I
wrote in the Sunday Socialist, it is one thing to sanction Putin and
the oligarchs to weaken their capacity to wage war, but sanctions
which aim to punish ordinary Russians for crimes of their rulers
are strengthening Putin’s support and making regime change in
Moscow even less likely.
The people I interviewed said in one voice that, for many ordinary
citizens — at least until there is a big increase in unemployment —
the sanctions and other economic and political consequences of
the war have had the opposite effect from what Western countries
may have intended. The mass withdrawal of Western brands
(IKEA, Apple, Zara, McDonald’s, Carlsberg, etc.), the suspension
of businesses, the flight ban, the devaluation of the rouble, the
difficulty of buying dollars and euros — all of this has made many
Russians think that the whole world is against them, and this makes
them behave in a certain way.
Farida Rustamova writing in Faridaily

Pathetic Arguments
Support for the Wimbledon ban has been backed with some
ridiculous arguments. Top of the list is that it would be embarrassing
if a Russian won Wimbledon and Kate Middleton had to hand them
the trophy. Fat chance of that. Maria Sharapova is the only Russian
to have ever won a Wimbledon title in 2004. There have been
concerns about safety for participants. The same argument was used
to justify banning Russian athletes from the Winter Paralympics. It
has not stopped Russian tennis players from competing elsewhere
on the international circuit.

Is it balls to Wimbledon this
year?
Photo by Marianna Smiley on
Unsplash

Czechoslovakia 1969
Following the Prague Spring in 1968, half a million Warsaw Pact
troops, primarily Russian, invaded and occupied Czechoslovakia. The
following year both countries competed in the Ice Hockey World
Championships and played each other twice. Czechoslovakia won
both games and the victory celebrations in Prague quickly turned into
demonstrations against the continuing Russian occupation and were
violently suppressed by Russian forces. But the tournament went on.
Russia was not banned and went on to become world champions.
Czechoslovakia came third. There is a fascinating account of this on
the BBC World Service.
The difference between then and now is that the cold war was at
its height in 1969. Russia and the USA were more evenly matched.
Nowadays NATO and the West do not regard Russia as a serious
threat, despite the rhetoric. They think Russia is in decline, even
though it is still a nuclear power. NATO hopes it can use the war in
Ukraine to further weaken Russia and strengthen its own hegemony
as it prepares to compete with China in a new cold war.

Hypocrisy
It is easy to expose the hypocrisy of people who opposed sanctions
against apartheid South Africa, and now oppose sanctions against
apartheid Israel, while calling for sanctions against every aspect of
Russian life. Chile were welcomed at the World Cup in 1974 despite
their national stadium being used as a detention centre and torture
chamber for thousands of people who remained loyal to the elected
government after Pinochet’s military coup in 1973. Questions were
asked in Parliament in 1977 after the Scottish FA threatened to
discipline players who refused to play Chile at the Santiago Stadium,
even though it was still being used to detain and interrogate opponents
of the regime. One time Tory cabinet minister Reginald Maudling
said,
On what grounds of foreign policy or respect for human rights is
it bad to play football with Chileans but good to play football with
Russians?
Chile v. Scotland Football Match (Hansard, 4 May 1977) (parliament.
uk)
In a year when a country with a human rights record at least as bad
as Russia is due to host the football World Cup we should be asking,
“On what grounds of foreign policy or respect for human rights is it
bad to play football with Russia but good to play football in Qatar?”

It is easy to expose
the hypocrisy of
people who opposed
sanctions against
apartheid South
Africa, and now
oppose sanctions
against apartheid
Israel, while calling
for sanctions against
every aspect of
Russian life.

Critical Mass writer Susie Granic
reported on the human cost of
playing in Qatar in October
https://creatingsocialism.org/migrantworkers-deaths-in-qatar/
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global scale and those parts of the world
that embraced capitalism did well, while
those who opposed it under the banner
of communism suffered falling living
standards and became cruel dictatorships.

“My name is Ozymandias, king of kings;
Look on my works, ye Mighty, and despair!”
Those lines from Shelley’s poem, ‘Ozymandias’ referred to
the inscription on a statue to the Pharaoh, Rameses II as
described by the Greek historian, Diodorus. Ozymandias
was the Greek name for Rameses.

Ancient Empires
Modern archaeology has revealed that he was indeed a king
of kings. Rameses extended and consolidated the Egyptian
Empire into the Middle East, along the Mediterranean
coast as far as Libya, and south into what is now Sudan.
Today he is best remembered for his monumental building
works. His temples at Luxor, Abu Simnel and Karnak are
all World Heritage sites today.

Hubris
But in Shelley’s day you could not look on Rameses’ works
because they were buried beneath the sand. The poem is a
wry comment on the hubris of great leaders, who imagine
that their achievements will never be surpassed, but who
are now largely forgotten. Shelley’s barb was not aimed
at Rameses. His targets were the leaders of his time who
made equally vain boasts and vaunted their ambition to be
the greatest. This was the dawn of the Age of Empires, in
which the European great powers competed to conquer the
world. They destroyed many civilisations in their greed for
wealth and power. And today their successors threaten to
destroy us all.

Modern Imperialism
There is a modern myth which concedes that bad things
may have happened under Imperialism, but on the whole
it was a force for good. It established capitalism on a

It is laughable. But it has not stopped the
new imperialists from acting as if they
believe it is true. They are on a moral
crusade to spread the gospel of free markets
as the cure for the world’s ills. Only now
they call it globalism. They are against the
petty nationalist boundaries that obstruct
the movement of capital. How can they
be imperialists when they want to tear
down the boundaries? Except that they
always want to tear down other people’s
boundaries and strengthen their own. It’s
called taking back control.

Global War
Just as free market economics inevitably
leads to monopolies – welcome to the
Metaverse – superpowers and wannabe
superpowers are driven to establish their
political hegemony, and their weapon is
war. The threat of nuclear destruction has
curbed the tendency to all out world wars.
Instead we see proxy wars being fought all
over the world between client states.
Ukraine is slightly different. Russia is
reasserting its ambition to retain its world
power status by directly intervening in
Ukraine. It is running out of client states
and is in danger of becoming a client
state itself. Either it succumbs to western
pressure or allies itself to China.
Globalist wars are just as brutal and just
as dangerous as the old imperialist wars.
They come with the added threat of
nuclear destruction. If that should happen
then Shelley’s words will apply not just to
our modern pharaohs. We will all be dead
and buried.

“Nothing beside remains. Round the decay
Of that colossal wreck, boundless and bare
The lone and level sands stretch far away.”

told. And, that is right.

As always these days it seems to have been a very hard
week for those of us who hold any hope of a world in
which peace and justice predominate.
The corruption at the heart of government has once
again been laid bare both by the revelation that we
have sitting ministers who have done all they can to
avoid paying their taxes, and now a Prime Minister
found guilty of breaking laws he was supposed to be
overseeing it.
And, yet, it seems people still regard this social system
as somehow irreplacable. How often do we hear of
corruption in politics and assume that is something
that happens in faraway places ruled by some despot.
Or hear human rights abuses and think that is
something that happens in China or Russia, but could
not possibly happen here.
I start to worry that change is even further from
the agenda than ever. And I wonder why so many
people are prepared to put up with a system that is so
clearly broken and which is driving us down a path of
environmental destruction.
This thought led me to the conclusion that there are,
basically, two types of people in the world. They are
not designated by their left or right views, but rather
by their view of what we are living for. If we were
ancient Greeks our prime consideration would be
pursuing the good life and what that might mean.
In our society we have been conditioned to believe that
the life we have is worth preserving regardless of its
effects on the planet or those around us. But, even as I
write that I can hear the screams of indignation from
those who will say that they can see the problems with
the world, that they do not simply accept what they are

So, what are these two groups? ON
the one hand, and this has been
brought home by both reactions to the
environmental crisis and Covid, are what
we might call the “Now” people. These
are people, and there are plenty of them,
who if not comfortable with their lives,
are suspicious of any substantial change
to them. They hear about the rising level
of Covid cases, for example, and say
things like “well, we just have to learn to
live with it”.
They understand that there is an
environmental crisis, but do not want
to turn off their electricity, or give up
their cars or their foreign holidays. They
convince themselves that their small
contribution is not going to make the
difference we need.
They see corruption at the heart of
government and shrug their shoulders.
“It’s just the way its always been,” they
will say. They are not, necessarily, bad
people or stupid, but are living in the
now and putting off worrying about the
future until it is the new now.
On the other hand, are what I’m going to
call “Future” people. They may equally be
living in the now, but do not accept that
nothing can change. They are prepared
to give up things that they feel are bad,
not just for themselves but for others.
They see environmental catastrophe and
give up their car, or turn off the heating
in, a probably vein attempt, to offset it.
They demonstrate, they challenge and
they are, continually treated by the
“Now” people as cranks and outsiders.
The media, politics and business
leadership is, unfortunately, full of
“Now” people. We need to find a way to
win more people to the future. And, that
does mean advocating for social change.

Dave Middleton
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