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THE SYSTEM IS FAILING 
AS THE PLANET BURNS 

THE latest IPCC report has laid bare the 
lack of  action by the world’s governments. 
The damage done to the planet which 

we all rely on for our very survival is now beyond 
repair. Successive warnings have been ignored 
as virtually every government on the planet has 
prioritised profit over human life.
This is no oversight. Governments are making promises 
to make it look as though they have some sort of  plan 
whilst delivering more and more policies that are slowly 
and systematically destroying our planet.
At the same time as we face environmental destruction a 
dangerous, contagious and potentially life-altering virus 
is being allowed to run amok through our communities. 
This is not a problem just in Britain, in almost every 
country of  the world the idea that we can beat Covid 
has been abandoned in favour of  the insipid mantra ‘we 
must learn to live with it’. This is elected governments 
simply abandoning the people they are elected to serve 
to their fate. What it is not, and what we rarely hear any 
more, is ‘following the science’.
Some people will say, with one eye on the local elections 
in a couple of  weeks time, “let’s vote out the Tories”. 
But all this will do is allow another group of  entitled 
establishment cronies to take their place. Democracy is 
failing because it is a democracy designed to serve the 
capitalist system. It is designed not to protect you, but 
to protect profits.
This is no longer about the shortcomings of  a few 
corrupt politicians. It is about the entire corrupt and 
corrupting system. It is time to change. It is time for a 
people’s democracy. It is time for socialism. 

Notes from the edge featuring Luke Andreski , Tanweer 
Dar, Marilyn Tyzack, Howard Thorp, Fiat Knox and Mike 
Stanton

The latest from #BigPowerOff

Plus all the weeks news in one convenient place
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‘It is time to stop burning our planet,’ according to 
UN Secretary-General, António Guterres.

Dire Predictions
The latest report from the Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change makes dire reading. We have the scientific 
knowledge and technological skills to at least mitigate against 
the worst effects of  Climate Catastrophe and perhaps reduce 
it to manageable proportions.
Stopping any new fossil fuel developments, boosting wind and 
solar power, retro-engineering people’s home to cut heating 
costs, taking steps to reduce emissions from existing coal power 
stations, encouraging the conservation and development of  
natural carbon capture via peatbogs; just a few examples.
The obstacles are corporate and governmental. They are rooted 
in the capitalist system. Pundits like to tell us that socialism is 
stultifying and stagnatory. Capitalism is innovative and daring. 
But everywhere we look there is evidence to the contrary. 
They would rather risk the future of  the planet than embrace 
change. Especially change that challenges their irrational belief  
in markets having more sense than people.
I remember Steve Richards, talking about this in his book, The 

Time To Stop Burning Our Planet
Mike Stanton
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Rise of  the Outsiders. He said that politicians continue to 
make the same old mistakes because they do not know how to 
make new ones. They repeat the old mistakes because they are 
afraid of  change, afraid of  failure. So they choose to fail in the 
old familiar ways.
Forbes Magazine asks the question:

The IPCC’s bottom line is that, to effectively confront 
climate change, every country, every economy and 
every industry needs to change. But who’s going to 
fund it?
Forbes Magazine
This year the price of  energy, still largely derived from fossil 
fuels, has doubled and may even treble. Who is going to fund 
that? The question is never asked of  the disasters that befall us 
due to the unplanned nature of  capitalism: its wars, its cycles 
of  boom and bust, its speculators, its price fixing monopolies.
The ‘accidental’ tripling of  energy costs due to the mysterious 
workings of  ‘market forces’ is never questioned. But there are no 
‘market forces.’ There are rich and powerful business interests, 
the interests of  the oligarchs who are not just restricted to 
Russia. Every country has them and every government is, to 
some extent, beholden to them.

Imagine
Imagine, if  you can, say five years ago, that a political party 
had suggested a planned increase in spending to fund a 
phased withdrawal from fossil fuels, to reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions and to rely on renewables. Imagine if  it had 
proposed to raise taxes on the big polluters and emitters to 
fund new technologies which would create skilled, well paid 
jobs, regenerate deprived areas and help to save the planet.
I remember when Labour’s ‘Green Industrial Revolution’ was 
greeted with scorn and derision. The establishment united to 
ensure that such a party could never be elected. The USA made 
threatening noises. The Labour Friends of  Israel mobilised 
to smear the party as anti-semitic. And even though it was a 
scam it worked. A compliant media saw Labour under Corbyn 
as a threat to the status quo. Never mind that the status quo 
was and is a threat to the continuation of  life on earth.

Our Planet
Remember those words of  UN Secretary-General, António 
Guterres.

Some government & business leaders are saying one 
thing, but doing another. They are lying. It is time to 
stop burning our planet.
System Change Not Climate Change. It is time that WE 
stopped THEM from burning OUR planet. The question is, 
‘How?’

Labour Party
This week the Labour Party had a 
chance to answer that question in a 
party political broadcast. They rightly 
concentrated on the cost of  living 
crisis and the government’s failure to 
act. Their solution was to vote Labour 
because Labour in office would insulate 
homes, invest in renewables and use a 
windfall tax on the energy companies to 
reduce energy bills. All very admirable, 
but there was no attempt to explain 
why we are in the middle of  an energy 
crisis in the middle of  a climate crisis, 
who is to blame, who is profiting from 
the crisis, and what we can do to stop 
them now. The people cannot wait, the 
planet cannot wait on the uncertain 
outcome of  a general election in three 
years time.
And Keir Starmer in particular, but 
Labour in general, do not have a good 
record of  keeping promises made to 
get them into office.

This year the price of  
energy, still largely 
derived from fossil 

fuels, has doubled and 
may even treble. Who 
is going to fund that? 
The question is never 
asked of  the disasters 

that befall us due to the 
unplanned nature of  

capitalism

https://www.theguardian.com/books/2017/jun/19/rise-of-outsiders-how-mainstream-politics-lost-way-steve-richards-review
https://www.forbes.com/sites/davidrvetter/2022/04/05/climate-critical-5-big-takeaways-from-the-ipcc-mitigation-report-according-to-experts/
https://creatingsocialism.org/it-was-a-scam/
https://creatingsocialism.org/it-was-a-scam/
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Equality
Ever wondered why The Equality and Human Rights 
Commission (EHRC) continues to be treated as a valid 
source of information, despite its lack of credibility and 
overtly political appointments? In contrast to Stonewall, 
which is outspokenly independent and therefore suffers 
from corporate boycotts? Is this all part of an underhand, 
government-sponsored campaign to downgrade the 
equalities agenda?

It’s been a bad week for progress on equality. The government 
began by backtracking on banning conversion therapy. It 
then reversed this decision but failed to include protection 
for transgender people. This led to the first international 
Safe to be Me Conference, due to take place in London 
during the summer, being cancelled, after more than one 
hundred groups announced a boycott in protest.

I wonder if this outcome was intentional? Is fundamentalist 
Rees-Mogg busy at work behind the scenes?

Gynaecology
Equality in health provision is a huge topic in its own right, 
whether race, gender or class. The week began with a report 
into gynaecology where waiting lists have risen by 60% in the 
past year. The Royal College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists 
(RCOG) said patients were “consistently deprioritised and 
overlooked.” Adding, “There is an element of gender bias in the 
system. I don’t believe that we are listening to voices of women 
as well as we should be.”

Problems with gynaecology services did not start with the 
pandemic, but it made things much worse.

Channel 4
Nadine Dorries and her ideologically challenged colleagues 
announced that Channel 4 is to be privatised. Channel 4 has a 
remit to provide diverse views and opinions. In return it doesn’t 
have to maximise profits. It’s privatisation will be a huge blow 

to people who like to listen to balanced reporting 
of current events. It will, no doubt, end up in the 
hands of a multi-billionaire corporation.

Climate change
The IPCC issued a ‘now or never’ report on 
climate change this week. Even if all the policies 
promised so far were enacted the world would still 
be 3.2 degrees hotter by the end of the century. 
However, the UN Secretary General António 
Guterres tells us that, “Some government and 
business leaders are saying one thing - but doing 
another. Simply put, they are lying. And the 
results will be catastrophic.”

The UK government’s response is to restart the 
dirtiest of the national energy industries. Their 
press release on their Energy Security Strategy 
proposals states the government will now be 
delivering, “A licensing round for new North 
Sea oil and gas projects planned to launch in 
Autumn…..” While also “delivering up to eight 
reactors, equivalent to one reactor a year instead 
of one a decade.”

So the Nuclear Lobby gets its way.... as does 
Rupert Murdoch, keen advocate of fracking.

Fracking
Talking of fracking, when MPs take yet another 
lengthy holiday it pays to keep an eye on what the 
government sneaks out, hoping to take advantage 
of the lack of oversight.

This week ministers used the excuse of the 
Russian war in Ukraine to order a review of 
fracking, which has been effectively banned 
since 2019. The process of extracting oil and gas 
from difficult rock strata causes environmental 
damage, including pollution of water sources and 
tremors near the sites. Opening new fracking 
sites also directly conflicts with any sensible 
climate change policy.

I wonder what the government’s ‘review’ will 
decide?

Muck
This week the government also backtracked on 
environmental measures in The Farming Rules 
for Water. Much of the pollution resulting from 
Autumn muck-spreading runs straight into our 
rivers.

No surprise there, though. The NFU is deeply 
embedded in the Tory Party.

Luke A
ndresk

i
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As the UK grapples with the energy 
‘crisis’ – a crisis caused by speculators 
and suppliers and not the Ukraine war 

– and with increases in costs for consumers 
of  54%, attention has turned to improving our 
energy security. Of  course, generating as much 
of  our energy as possible makes perfect sense, 
and ensuring that energy generation doesn’t 
contribute further to the climate crisis is essential. 
So what do we hear from the Tory government? 
Their response is to say they will build seven new 
nuclear power stations in the UK.

It Costs Billions

You don’t have to be an expert in energy supply to see 
there is a major problem here. Firstly, nuclear power is 
eye wateringly expensive, and the plants take many years 
to build. Hinkley Point C, the new nuclear power station 
under construction in Somerset, is not expected to open 
when planned and is now expected to cost £500 million 
more than previously thought, at a cost of  £22.5 billion. 
The original cost, predicted in 2016, was £18 billion. Not 
only that, but nuclear power construction contractors 
have been unwilling to build new nuclear power stations 
because of  the costs and risks.

Nuclear Waste

Then there is the price of  electricity generated. It’s very 
expensive, and the operators have to be guaranteed high 
prices in order to build and run the plants. So, with the 
nuclear option, we have years of  delay, rising costs, and 
expensive electricity. Then there is the elephant in the 
room – how do we deal with the nuclear waste generated 
by the plants? Despite decommissioning a number of  
reactors, most famously Sellafield in Cumbria, there is still 
no long-term solution in the UK for nuclear waste.

There is no alternative - 
to renewables

Howard Thorp
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Wind Power

If  only there was a quicker, cheaper, and safer alternative. 
Well, of  course, there is. It’s called renewable energy. Solar, 
hydro and particularly wind power can be used to generate 
large amounts of  energy. According to Wikipedia:
“The United Kingdom is one of  the best locations 
for wind power in the world and is considered to be 
the best in Europe. By the beginning of  March 2022, 
the UK had 11,091 wind turbines with a total installed 
capacity of  over 24.6 gigawatts (GW): 14.1 GW of  
onshore capacity and 10.4 GW of  offshore capacity, 
the sixth-largest capacity of  any country in 2019. 
Wind power contributed 24.8% of  UK electricity 
supplied in 2020, having surpassed coal in 2016 and 
nuclear in 2018.”

Savings

Wind, solar and hydro can make an even more significant 
contribution to the UK energy supply, and this will be 
enhanced with improved larger scale battery storage. 
Battery storage will keep the lights on, even at times of  
low wind. The National Grid states:
“The UK government estimates technologies like 
battery storage systems – supporting the integration 
of  more low-carbon power, heat and transport 
technologies – could save the UK energy system up 
to £40 billion by 2050, ultimately reducing people’s 

Photo by Dan Meyers on Unsplash

energy bills.”
Tory U-turn?

Although the government 
has stated that they do 
intend to invest in more 
wind power, they still have 
a problem with land-based 
wind turbines because their 
supporters in the shires 
don’t want their views from 
the manor spoilt. I can’t 
imagine a nuclear power 
station would enhance the 
view. Fortunately there are 
signs they may do a U-turn 
on this. Let’s hope they have 
the sense to U-turn on the 
nuclear as well. When it 
comes to energy supply, as 
a famous Tory once said, 
‘there is no alternative’ – to 
renewables.

Tansweer D
ar

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gigawatt
https://www.nationalgrid.com/stories/energy-explained/what-is-battery-storage
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POETRY CORNER
NOTES FROM 

THE EDGE

HOWARD THORP

We sit and watch as thousands 
die

Murdered in real time
Before our eyes

Rockets and bombs
Bodies in the street

People starving 
While we eat

The war
Is a war on humanity 

Not just bombs 
But manufactured poverty

The people in power 
Have brought us to this
While they make profits 

We are killed

Why the collective outrage 
against the war?

Fostered by politicians and 
corporations 

And why ignore the poor
Of Afghanistan and many 

other nations 

I care about people 
About human life everywhere 

Somalia, Yemen, Palestine, and 
Ukraine 

And I know who the war 
criminals are.

One of the most noticeable features of the social media age 
has to be the sheer volume of information with which we are 
bombarded. For the most part, it appears that the quality and 
usefulness of this information is varied in the extreme.

It can be disconcertingly difficult to penetrate the increasing 
layers of information which are presented to us. There are so 
many sources and so many agendas at work, that it is often 
impossible to discern any of the actual facts in a given situation.

This has been no more evident than in the intense and 
unrelenting coverage of the war in Ukraine. Before that, it was 
also fairly apparent in the coverage of the Covid-19 pandemic.

None of us are immune to propaganda. The situation is only 
exacerbated by the information overload we are now subjected to. 
It is no wonder that so many people switch off news or choose 
to ‘not do’ politics.

Unfortunately, switching off and not participating doesn’t protect 
anyone from what is happening in the real world. This has been 
made all too clear in the cost of living crisis which is affecting 
so many people who have suddenly been plunged into precarity 
by rocketing prices and stagnant wages.

It is, therefore, still vitally important that we access and consume 
information: news and opinion and perspective. It is, however, 
becoming increasingly more challenging to do this without being 
overwhelmed by too much information, much of which can end 
up being not only useless but positively dangerous.

Sticking to a single platform or news source is often the way 
people try to navigate this new information environment. But, 
that has the downside of leading to unrealistic bubbles and 
echo chambers. It is more important than ever to see different 
perspectives, but it is becoming harder to do that in any 
meaningful way.

What this means for all us in the long term is difficult to predict. 
We need to be careful, though, that we do not suffer the same 
kind of burnout from information and communication that so 
many are increasingly suffering from other areas of life.

Tansweer D
ar
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VERY few expected them 
to win, but the fight for 
US Amazon workers to 

unionise was won last Friday by just 
a handful of  employees. Warehouse 
workers cast 2,654 votes, about 55%, 
in favour of  the union. This marks 
the first successful US organising 
effort in the retail giant’s history, 
and many will say it’s not before 
time.
The battle to unionise Amazon workers 
in New York had been going on for nearly 
two years. In October 2021, the newly-
formed Amazon Labor Union – which 
has no backing from any established union 
– filed with the National Labor Relations 
Board (NLRB) to hold a union election 
for two Amazon facilities on Staten Island 
but later withdrew the request because it 
didn’t have enough signatures. The union 
refiled in December, focusing on just one 
site, the JFK8 warehouse, which had been 
the site of  worker protests and walkouts 
during the height of  the coronavirus 
pandemic.

The man who led the fight

It was at this site that the man who led 
the fight to unionise, Chris Smalls, had worked. Smalls 
had been employed by Amazon since 2015, first in their 
warehouse in Connecticut and then on Staten Island, where 
this historic battle was won. Despite apparently being 
transferred to Staten Island for his good performance, 
Smalls was rejected 49 times for management positions 
which he believes was indicative of  the systemic racial 
discrimination he observed in the company.
He organised a walkout on March 30, 2020 in protest at 
Amazon’s safety protocols at the beginning of  the Covid 
pandemic, after an ill colleague was allowed to come to 
work with symptoms while waiting on the results of  a 
COVID-19 test. He challenged the company’s personal 

Chris took on Goliath and won
Susie Granic

Amazon did not want unions 
in their multi-billion dollar 

business. 
Photo by Yender Gonzalez on 

Unsplash

https://www.amazonlaborunion.org/
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protections and lack of  social distancing and alleged that 
Amazon failed to disclose a worker’s COVID-19 illness to 
the workforce. Smalls had been exposed to the confirmed 
case on March 11, 2020, but was not notified until March 
28, 2020, which prompted him to file a complaint with 
the New York State Department of  Health. Yet Amazon 
then claimed it had fired Smalls for “violating social distancing 
guidelines and putting the safety of  others at risk” and not for 
the walkout over safety issues. 

Amazon’s contempt

Amazon obviously thought little of  Smalls and his abilities 
to organise, as was evident when leaked notes surfaced. 
Amazon’s general counsel, David Zapolsky, in notes from 
a meeting of  top executives obtained by Vice, wrote: 
“He’s not smart, or articulate, and to the extent the 
press wants to focus on us versus him, we will be in 
a much stronger PR position than simply explaining 
for the umpteenth time how we’re trying to protect 
workers.”
Zapolsky added: 
“Make him the most interesting part of  the story, and if  
possible make him the face of  the entire union/organising 
movement”, undoubtedly thinking this would somehow 
prejudice people against Smalls and his efforts to unionise.
Bernie Sanders tweeted at the time: “It’s disgraceful that 
Amazon, which is owned by the richest man in the world, 
is not only failing to protect its workers but has now fired a 
worker for protesting dangerous conditions. I stand with Chris 
and all Amazon workers fighting for their safety.”

I hope that everybody’s paying attention now because 
a lot of  people doubted us
Chris Smalls, after winning historic vote to unionise

This victory cannot be overstated; the independent ALU 
won, with no backing, against a retail giant. A giant that is 
none too happy with the outcome. In a statement posted 
on their company website after the workers’ victory, 
they said: “We’re disappointed with the outcome of  
the election in Staten Island because we believe having 
a direct relationship with the company is best for our 
employees.” I have a feeling they mean ‘best for us’ but 
have it your way Amazon, because now the workers are 
having it theirs.

I hope that 
everybody’s paying 

attention now 
because a lot of  

people doubted us
- Chris Smalls, 
after winning 
historic vote to 

unionise

https://starkmanapproved.com/david-zapolsky-amazons-not-smart-pr-genius/
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Poverty, inequality and dissent

Talk Radio has been inundated with  calls from 
listeners who are now afraid to cook, heat their homes 
or shower as a result of the unparalleled rise in energy 
prices adding to one of the worst cost of living crises in 
decades.. These are people of all ages and backgrounds.  
People have taken to wrapping themselves in hot water 
bottles to keep themselves warm.  

At the same time energy companies have continued to 
make record profits. Shell recorded their best quarterly 
profit in eight years. £4.7 billion worth of profit was 
made  in the final quarter of 2021 alone. For the whole 
year, they made an incredible £14.2 billion in profit, 
compared to £3.57 billion the year before.

And yet the surprise is that people don’t sound that 
angry. They are confused, upset and desperate. But, 
the sheer injustice of being pushed into poverty, 
while multi national companies continue to cream off 
excessively high profits, does not seem to be leading 
them to challenge the underlying causes of their 
predicament. 

Yes, there were demonstrations over the cost of living 
crisis in April.  These, though  were nothing like the 
demonstrations in March 1990 when over 200,000 
gathered in Trafalgar Square to protest at Thatcher’s 
introduction of the Community Charge (dubbed the 
poll tax.) The huge anger then was clearly motivated 
by the fact that, as Nicholas Ridley, Conservative 
Secretary of State for the Environment , bragged , “A 
duke would pay the same as a dustman”. The inequality 
was transparent. 

And, maybe, that is why people do not seem to be angry 
enough today. This current government has reduced 

expectations to such an extent that people 
no longer feel entitled to anything more.

It was Tocqueville who wrote that:

“it is not always by going from bad to worse 
that a society falls into a revolution. It 
happens most often that a people, which 
has supported without complaint, as if 
they were not felt, the most oppressive 
laws, violently throws them off as soon as 
their weight is lightened.”.  

This theory was later developed by 
modern social scientists such as Seamus 
A Power, University of Chicago who 
studied Ireland during and after the  
global economy collapse in 2007–2008. 
He pointed out that the Irish initially 
accepted the harsh austerity. It was only 
when Ireland’s economy became one 
of the fastest growing in Europe that 
the gap between expectations and lived 
experiences galvanised protest and civic 
discontent.

Of course, Marx argued the opposite. His 
conflict theory believed that worsening 
conditions drove the engine of revolt. It 
was when people developed an awareness 
of  the unfairness of the inherent 
inequalities that they resisted.

Whatever the reasons behind the 
apparent apathy, the reality is that people 
are suffering economic hardship on a 
scale not experienced for generations. It 
can only be hoped that the May elections 
will at least allow people to express 
anger that will later be translated into 
collective action. I am not holding my 
breath though. Evidence from council by-
elections still show Labour failing to gain 
ground. Either people are not yet aware 
of the unfairness of their situation or they 
see no viable alternative. The impact, of 
course, is an untouchable government 
wreaking havoc on people’s lives.

Marilyn 
Tyzac
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On April 1st disabled protestors and those without a disability 
took part in the Big Power Off  as reported in last weeks Sunday 
Socialst. Today (April 10th) sees the second Big Power Off  protest. 
During this week The Sunday Socialist has invited activists to tell us 
their story, why they are involved in this protest, what they hope to 
achieve and where they think we are all heading.

Paula’s story:
The UK has, for many years now, been a horrendous place to live in. 
We’ve had 12 years of  austerity cuts which have had a catastrophic 
impact on people’s lives. From cuts to NHS care, huge cuts to social 
care, social security cuts, rising of  zero hours contracts, precarious 
work and the firing and rehiring of  workers. There has been the 
horrendous rise in food banks, homelessness and an erosion of  
basic human rights. 
I’m a disability rights activist and trade unionist. I’m on ESA and 
DLA, I have rheumatoid arthritis and complex mental distress. The 
government has for many years removed disabled people’s rights 
and further marginalised us. It’s getting increasingly difficult to get 
the support we need.
The Big Power Off  campaign is hugely important. It’s a way for 
everyone, wherever they are, to get involved and give the energy 
companies a clear message. By joining in the Big Power Off  we are 
taking the power back. The more people involved, the more we can 
hit the companies’ profits. 
These greedy companies only care about that, so let’s collectively 
hit them where it hurts in the profit margin and tell them enough 
is enough.
Going forward things are going to get worse. The government is 
attacking the right to protest and criticise the government with the 
Police and Crime Bill and the horrendous Nationality and Borders 
Bill. Sweeping privatisation will see further attacks on the Welfare 
State and pave the way for health care and sickness to be given to 
private insurance companies. The government wants to abolish the 
state’s duty of  care so that, if  people don’t have the money to pay 
for services, they will have to go without. It’s a frightening future, 
which is why it’s important to fight back.
I’ve been impacted by rising energy costs and food prices. They have 
caused sleepless nights for me, wondering how I will manage. I’ve 
reduced energy consumption for many years due to cuts to social 
security and benefit rates being frozen, whilst bills have risen year 
on year. I will be turning off  lamps and not charging items, but still 
retweeting links on social media on the day and asking for people’s 
support for the protest.
If  people look at our history over the centuries, we only have the 
rights we have because we’ve fought back; from the Tolpuddle 
Martyrs’ fight for the right to form a union, to the suffragettes’ 
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Energy price rises will make 
basics such as electricity into a 
luxury product for many people.
Photo courtesy of  Caroline Ford 

via Wikimedia

The government 
wants to abolish 

the state’s duty of  
care so that, if  

people don’t have 
the money to pay for 

services, they will 
have to go without.
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campaign for the vote for women, through to the Dagenham women 
and the fight for equal pay, and even the poll tax campaign to abolish 
the poll tax which helped to bring down Thatcher’s government 
in 1990. It’s important to stress that people bled, died, and fought 
back for holiday pay, sick pay, weekends off, maternity pay, health 
and safety at work, the NHS, and the Welfare State were fought for, 
which is why it’s important to protect them because these are under 
attack and the government wants to take us back decades where we 
have no NHS, no Welfare State and no workers’ rights.
Campaigning makes a difference. When you get an accessible lift 
installed in a rail station, it means all groups in society can access 
the rail station and go about their lives. It’s about supporting your 
community fighting for better rights and making a difference to 
make a better world.
Over time, if  millions get involved and hit the companies where it 
hurts, it can give the energy companies and the government a clear 
message that we are not going to put up with corporate greed. We’ve 
had enough, the loss of  money will impact on their profits, the more 
we do this the better chance we have of  hurting their profit margins. 
We’ve got to use every campaign tactic we have to push back against 
conglomerates and the government. That’s why I campaign. That’s 
why I’m an activist. That’s why I’m supporting #BigPowerOff.

Rachaels’s story:
In 2018 I was diagnosed with primary progressive multiple sclerosis 
and left work soon after.
In my working life I have been a project manager, programme 
manager, service manager and facilities manager, predominantly 
in the NHS. Being unable to work I needed a way to keep my 
brain working and knew I also had a lot of  knowledge to share. 
My blog was formed from this, and I quickly became an accessibility 
and disability champion, fighting accessibility issues, mainly focussing 
on Rugby League grounds. It was only during the pandemic that I 
became more of  an activist, I started to have an active input in my 
local CLP, for which I am the Disability Officer.
From this my activism was born; it had always been there but, 
watching what was happening with the Tory Party and Prime 
Sinister, I couldn’t just sit back and let it go unnoticed. Meeting Jen 
was the catalyst to joining DPAC and supporting their campaigns. I 
was proud to speak on their behalf  at a recent cost of  living protest 
in Hull.
We have to make this government realise that people are going to 
die. I know that sounds dramatic, but it’s really true. I would like to 
think this protest can win, but you never know, when Sunak can jet 
off  to California, when we are dealing with the worst cost of  living 
crisis since the 50s and ration books, just tells us all we need to know 
about how much they care about us. Britain will become a worse 
place, sadly, unless we can get this government out, because they will 
never truly understand what it means to eat your child’s leftovers. 
We also have a weak opposition as they aren’t really fighting for all 
of  us.
I have quite a lot of  electrical appliances which I use to support 
me, due to balance issues mainly. So, on Sunday, the dishwasher 
and the washing machine won’t be turned on and I plan to eat cold 
food all day to ensure I don’t have to turn one of  my many cooking 
appliances on.

We have to make this 
government realise that 
people are going to die. 

There is no shortage of gas. We are not 
seeing empty storage tanks. This crisis 

is fuelled by the greed of the energy 
companies. The world has 52.3 times its 

annual consumption which means we 
won’t run out of gas until 2074 assuming 

we don’t reduce our reliance on these 
energy sources.

Photo courtesy of Claire Stretch via 
Wikimedia
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What we need to do now is gather support. It’s no use people sitting 
at home on their computers shouting at social media. We need 
support now. We need you on the streets with us. If  you are unable 
to attend physically, we need you sharing our materials – tweets, 
Facebook posts, tiktoks etc.
The current crisis has reached boiling point; it’s now about survive 
or die.
We absolutely must speak in those terms, lest we minimise what 
people at the bottom of  this mess are going through.
Without your solidarity, so many people are simply going to die, but 
with it we might just hang on until the next election when we can get 
these Tory bastards out once and for all.
Enough empty words.
Enough empty gestures.
Give your solidarity, defend and protect industrial struggles, defend 
and protect the right to life. The right to life. That just shouldn’t 
even have to be said.
It might not affect you now, but I can guarantee it will be affecting 
someone very close to you, be that family, friend, neighbour, you get 
where I am coming from.
Support #BigPowerOff.
Strength in unity.
We all stand together.
Solidarity.

Sandra’s Story

I’m 75 and determined to be independent for as long as possible but 
feeling desperate about what the future holds. This is far from what 
I expected life to be like at my age. I’m a retired teacher – I retired 
in my early 40s as a result of  ME . I have ME and Long Covid, plus 
three cancers. I’m not considered impaired enough for Attendance 
Allowance and, being over retirement age, I’m ineligible for PIP. 
Despite being disabled, there are no benefits available to support the 
additional costs of  disability and without PIP I am unable to access 
other benefits.

On retirement I had enough to live on having fairly modest needs. 
But, several years of  no or low pension increases have made a 
difference. For a while, I used credit cards to help with fuel bills and 
unexpected expenses plus the occasional social event and over time 
this has run up credit card debts. The accounts are now closed and 
I’m repaying but much of  the repayment is interest. I am desperately 
trying to rearrange things and sell stuff  in order to meet increased 
bills (fuel, mortgage and others) and still have enough left over for 
food. So far I have hung on to my car, as I cannot walk far, and 
it gives me a measure of  independence which is important to me; 
without a car I’d have to use taxis. I can’t afford a scooter or powered 
wheelchair. I can’t afford to pay for care or domestic help. Selling my 
house (needs repairs, redecorating and decluttering in order to do 
so and get enough to find somewhere smaller and more accessible) 
could help but I am seriously energy impaired.

My gas bill direct debit has increased by 250%. Electricity is by meter 

I can’t afford a scooter 
or powered wheelchair. 
I can’t afford to pay for 
care or domestic help

A powered wheelchair is not a luxury item 
and it should not be reliant upon charity.

Image courtesy of by Memasa
https://wordpress.org/openverse/image/31fe08a9-

db21-412c-81fc-a41d9814fdd7
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so I don’t know how much the increase will be as yet. On Sunday I’ll 
be using as little power as possible. For part of  the day I will switch 
off  all power. We hope to make people aware that disabled people 
exist and we are disproportionately affected. If  enough people take 
part it will reduce the fuel firms’ profits so they may notice that they 
depend on us. It’s an unusual form of  protest that will make people 
ask ‘why?’ if  it gets enough publicity. The ONLY way positive 
change has happened is as a result of  protest and there are powerful 
protest movements in action at present. If  people are willing to take 
part, there could be change as well as a sense of  empowerment for 
all of  us individually

The opposition parties are not doing enough to help people and that 
includes my own party, especially the leadership. I’m the Disability 
Officer for Leeds North East Constituency Labour Party.  Locally 
we have a good Labour council which has held on to anti-austerity 
policies despite a 90% cut to the budget over recent years, including 
support for disabled people. The political will is there. Hopefully 
the council will survive as Labour: in the past all the other parties 
including Greens have united in coalition against Labour’s anti-
austerity policies.

I don’t hold up any hope that with the current leadership of  
the Labour Party a change of  government would bring about a 
significant change UNLESS the party itself  changes. There will 
need to be significant changes amongst the left in politics if  it is 
to become a force to be reckoned with. And, unless we get really 
effective green policies in action, we are all stuffed.

Dennis’s Story
Mrs Queen works full time, to support 5 of  us, as our 17 year old 
twins are home educated. We have a, now adult, disabled child of  
ours living with us too. I’m a disability rights activist in Manchester 
Disabled People Against Cuts, the reactivated DAN – Disabled 
People’s Direct Action Network, Greater Manchester Coalition of  
Disabled People, Manchester Disabled People’s Access Group, and 
Not Dead Yet UK.

Disabled people were one of  the marginalised groups of  people 
who the last two years have also been hit badly, as well as people of  
colour – and if  you’re multiply marginalised, then maybe all of  the 
above are happening.

In the last two years 97,000 disabled people died of  Covid, and 
roughly another 100,000 excess deaths happened . The main 
common factor was people living in institutions that generate 
private profit. @DAN_Disabled DAN has approached government 
with ideas to solve this continuing problem. They are disinterested 
– because people who profit from our incarceration’s money speaks 
louder than we do. We’ve been fighting to free our people since the 
1970s.

On Sunday we’ll be switching off  everything we can at the socket; 
only using electric light when essential (eg cleaning up incontinence!) 
– lots of  candles; only using other electricity when essential (eg. Mrs 

Making ends meet on a low income has 
always been difficult but Government 

policies are making it even harder.

Image courtesy of Tima Miroshnichenko on 
pexels.com

On Sunday we’ll 
be switching off  
everything we can 
at the socket; only 
using electric light 

when essential
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Queen works from home); microwaving our dinner and eating cold 
the rest of  our meals.

Our kids are joining in by: having the PCs off  for the day; having 
(cold) picnic lunch at the park; having (board only) GAMING 
NIGHT, by candlelight, with cold drinks and snacks. 

All protests move us forward in one way or another. The only 
rubbish protest is doing nothing and moaning about it instead .  I 
think hitting energy companies in the pocket is the only way to get 
their attention. We’ve tried asking nicely. 

I don’t think the political parties are going to save us. The ‘opposition’ 
leader is a eugenicist, not someone who will emancipate disabled 
people. (He created backdoor routes to assisted suicide as Director 
for Public Prosecutions when it was voted out – this will not be 
forgotten). Just like Starmer, we need to create the future we want 
to see regardless of  parties running things. 

It’s been getting worse since 2010 and our government wants to 
continue their tradition of  enacting a real cull. If  we keep fighting 
then that’s our best chance of  interrupting the trend.  

Everyone can join in as much or as little as they can with the 
#BigPowerOff  – lots of  disabled people will have essential needs 
met via electricity, so only join in as much or as little as you can.  For 
example I won’t be clearing up ‘accidents’ in the dark.

The only rubbish protest 
is doing nothing and 

moaning about it instead .

Cash matters, and not being able to access 
instant cash  reminds people of their 

marginalised status
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Britain is still in the grip of  Covid. The Office for 
National Statistics (ONS) reported that one in 
thirteen people had the virus last week. That is 4.9 

million, up from 4.26 million the week before. Hospital 
admissions are back to January levels at over 2,000 a 
day. There are 20,396 people in hospital according to the 
government Covid website. And deaths are rising again.

Covid Variants
Last year it was Omicron that ripped through the nation. The 
government was hoping that the high level of  vaccine uptake and the 
fact that the new variant was less deadly than the Delta variant would 
let them ride the storm. They were wrong. Remember how they 
‘saved Christmas’ and lost January last year to record hospitalisations 
and deaths amidst another lockdown? Omicron BA.1 has now been 
replaced by Omicron BA.2 as the virus continues to evolve. And 
Covid will evolve to evade vaccine acquired immunity for as long as 
there is no serious attempt to control transmission with even basic 
measures like masks on public transport.

This should not surprise us. As I warned in Critical Mass in February

Everyone fears the Omega variant – resistant to 
vaccines, as transmissible as Omicron and as deadly 
as Delta. It has not happened yet, but when it does 
will we have the necessary public health measures in 
place to act?

Herd Immunity
Omega BA.2 is not a doomsday variant. But all the statistics are 
worse now than when I wrote that article. And the reason is simple. 
Back in March 2020 the government strategy was to let the virus 
spread and deliver herd immunity, while shielding the vulnerable. 
It had no scientific basis, and the policy of  shielding the vulnerable 
was botched. Tens of  thousands died in care homes as a result.

The vaccine success has led to the same strategy, only this time it is 
vaccine induced herd immunity and booster jabs for the vulnerable. 
I am sixty nine and on my third jab. The over 75s are being offered 
a fourth jab. But not all of  them know about it. Where are the TV 
announcements for the two million elderly people who don’t have a 
smart phone or internet access?

What is missing is any attempt at infection control. All legal 
restrictions have been lifted. No more masks and social distancing. 
No free tests for the general public. The lowest sick pay in Europe, 
so the poor will continue to struggle to go to work even if  they think 

Covid Grips Britain . . . Again!
Mike Stanton
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for the two 

million elderly 
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phone or internet 

access?

https://coronavirus.data.gov.uk/details/healthcare?areaType=overview&areaName=United%20Kingdom
https://coronavirus.data.gov.uk/details/healthcare?areaType=overview&areaName=United%20Kingdom
https://creatingsocialism.org/tories-removing-our-covid-protections/
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they have Covid.

The government has been almost completely silent. Health 
Secretary, Javid Sajid, suggests treating it like flu and reaching for the 
ibuprofen. SAGE has been stood down. There is no government 
messaging.

Staff  Shortages
Meanwhile the NHS struggles with staff  shortages due to Covid 
while admissions are rising due to Covid. The well publicised holiday 
chaos at the airports is a double whammy of  raging infections 
amongst staff, on top of  their already depleted numbers, because 
the industry has used Covid as an excuse to cut jobs and attack 
wages and conditions. As Unite General Secretary, Sharon Graham 
has said,

Now the sector is suffering from a chronic inability 
to attract new staff  because workers are not attracted 
to an industry where pay is poor and conditions are 
lousy.

Worse To Come
It is ominous that infections are rising ahead of  the Easter break. 
There will be more social mixing as people gather, not just in airport 
departure lounges, but on buses and trains travelling to meet up 
with family. Children, who are only now being offered the vaccine, 
will be innocently carrying infection to grandparents.

New variants continue to emerge, including a recombinant version 
of  Delta plus the Omicron spike. The UK’s Chief  Medical Advisor, 
Professor Chris Whitty has said that we can expect more serious 
variants than Omicron to emerge in the next two years. Though 
his suggestion that the British public should ‘learn to roll with it,’ 
sounds suspiciously like Johnson when he said that we should take 
it on the chin at the start of  the pandemic.

At the moment Johnson and his government are saying as little as 
possible about the pandemic. For them it is business as usual and an 
alarming lack of  urgency about the current Covid situation, never 
mind preparing for the next pandemic. Have our leaders learned 
nothing in the last two years? How long are we going to have to 
put up with their complacency, their incompetence and their sheer 
cupidity?

Where is Labour?
And where is the Labour opposition in all of  this? Last week it was 
Partygate. This week it’s the cost of  living crisis. I am waiting for 
them to join the dots and point out the connection between all the 
Tory failures in government, which is their adherence to free market 
dogma. But that would mean Starmer’s Labour Party, instead of  just 
limiting their criticism to Tory Party incompetence, would have to 
develop a political critique of  conservatism and present a socialist 
alternative.

Living with Covid means keeping your 
defences up and being careful. 

Photo by Kelly Sikkema on Unsplash

The UK’s Chief  
Medical Advisor, 
Professor Chris 
Whitty has said that 
we can expect more 
serious variants than 
Omicron to emerge 
in the next two years

https://inews.co.uk/news/travellers-suffer-flight-cancellations-delays-airport-chaos-last-weeks-1557882?ico=more_from_News
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Welcome to my weekly column about finding, and 
having, a very real, practical faith that we need every 
day, just to get up in the morning.

Pressure
Pressure is a very real threat to us all nowadays. We 
are under financial strain. Our government is full of 
people who are hell bent on taking away our rights, 
denying us access to money, to basic human services.

Our representatives – which is what MPs are, 
representatives who are supposed to speak for us, not 
leaders who tell us what to do – are horrid people 
who seem to take delight in the cruelties they heap 
upon us. They want you to hate. They want you never 
to question them, but instead to hate the other guy – 
immigrants, the unemployed. Most of all, they want to 
stay on the gravy train forever.

Leadership
Leadership is a position of responsibility. Responsibility 
must come with the mantle of power. Maybe future 
elections should be able to deselect candidates who 
clearly shirk responsibility, or who cannot do even the 
simplest tasks required of the job; but for right now, 
we’re stuck with the clowns running the circus, and 
no ringleader.

Put Pressure On Them
It’s long overdue that we people did to them the one 
thing they fear – remind them that they work for us. 
Not the other way around. They are not our leaders, 
our governors, our bosses, or our managers. They do 
not answer to the PM. They answer to you - the voters.

We need to find a way to rein in those MPs 
and curb their excesses. We’ve seen them 
partying while we complied with their 
laws. We’ve heard them singing karaoke 
songs the day before cutting everybody’s 
Universal Credit by £1000 a year.

We need to show them why they need 
us, and not the other way around. It’s 
time they were kicked off the gravy train. 
Perhaps we need to answer Tony Benn’s 
question - “how can we get rid of you?”

Fiat K
nox 

This train does not run on gravy, unlike 
the one headed for Westminster

Photo by Roland Lösslein on Unsplash
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France turns to the right

As we write this the French are going to the 
polls with expectations that the Presidential 
run-off  will be between lurrching rightward 

Emmanual Macron and already as right as possible 
Marie Le Pen. The election has been run against 
an increasingly frustrated French public who are 
disenchanted with their political elites but are not 
turning to left candidate Jean-Luc Melenchon. Polls, 
which have been known to be wrong, show that Le 
Pen with her anti-immigrant stance is picking up 
support. Although Macron remains favourite to 
retain the Presidency a YouGov poll published this 
week shows a worrying 56% of  voters aged 18 to 24 
saying they will vote for the immigrant hating Le 
Pen.

No confidence in Khan

Meanwhile in Pakistan incumbent President, 
former cricket star Imran Khan has been 
ousted as President after a no confidence 

vote in Parliament.  Khan has claimed that the US 
has conspired with his opponents after he refused 
to condemn the Russian invasion of  Ukraine. The 
US, of  course, denies they would interfere in the 
internal politics of  a sovereign nation. Of  course, 
everybody believes them....

Israeli Apartheid

Meanwhile Mondoweiss report that: In 
case you missed it, Harvard Law School’s 
International Human Rights Clinic 

lately issued a report that finds Israel’s treatment 
of  Palestinians on the West Bank amounts to the 

crime of  apartheid. The study came 
out on February 28 in the wake of  five 
longer, wider-ranging, apartheid reports 
published since 2020 – and just before 
the UN Special Rapporteur for Palestine 
published yet another apartheid report 
on March 21.

Starmer’s apartheid myopia

Meanwhile in an interview with 
the Jewish Chronicle Labour’s 
leader Sir Keir Starmer denied 

that Israel was an apartheid state. 
When it was put to him that Amnesty 
International was the latest in a long 
line of  respected organisations to make 
that inference (though the JC reporter 
never referred to Amnesty as a respected 
organisation) his response was: “No. 
I’ve been very clear about that,” he says, 
without missing a beat. “That is not the 
Labour Party position.” He presented 
his stance at the Labour Friends of  Israel 
lunch before Chanukah, he adds, which 
was strongly and unapologetically pro-
Israel. So, there you have it. virtually 
everybody from the UN to Amnesty to 
Harvard Law School can see apartheid 
in Israel, but if  you put your cross next 
to Labour you are voting for a party that 
denies that apartheid even exists and 
expels anybody who thinks otherwise.

COVID continues to claim lives

In the past seven days, according to 
government figures, 1,475 people 
have died within 28 days of  receiving 

a positive test. 16,407 people have been 
admitted to hospital over the past week 
with Covid. This, at a time, when the 
governments of  the UK have lifted, more 
or less, all the mechanisms which had 
been in place to prevent the spread of  the 
virus. Prof  Kevin McConway, Emeritus 
Professor of  Applied Statistics, from The 
Open University had this to say of  the 
latest results:

“Some of  the people who test positive 
for Covid-19 will get seriously ill, 
and sadly some will die. Numbers 

of  people reporting long Covid were up 
too, according to an ONS release earlier 
this week. Learning to live with Covid 
doesn’t mean paying no attention to it.”
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In a speech to the United Nations Security Council, 
Ukraine’s President Zelensky, with the full backing 
of  Joe Biden, has described Russia of  committing 

the “most heinous war crimes of  all time since the Second 
World War.”

During the speech on Tuesday, Zelensky claimed that civilians “were 
shot in the back of  the head”, “crushed by tanks”, “limbs were cut 
off ”, “tongues were torn out” and women “were raped and killed 
in front of  their children”. Inevitably, the Russians have denied this 
was the case.

There is certainly photographic evidence of  civilians lying dead in 
the street. Whether the evidence points to “thousands …killed and 
tortured…”, as Zelensky claimed on his visit to Bucha on Monday, 
just prior to his UN Security Council speech, is difficult to judge. 
Pictures of  dead bodies in a war zone are hardly rare. 

Maxar
What we have are claims of  280 people buried in a mass grave and 
satellite imagery from Maxar, a company which “provides 90% of  
the foundational geospatial intelligence used by the US Government 
for national security and keeping troops safe on the ground.” This is 
by no means to suggest that the images provided by Maxar cannot 
be trusted, but a company heavily reliant upon American military 
support might not want to bite the hand that feeds it. Besides, the 
images really don’t add much by way of  detail to the claims made by 
the Ukrainians.

If  there are atrocities being committed by either side in this conflict, 
they should be condemned. Of  course, Zelensky has very little to 
say about the video, which appears to have been independently 
verified, of  Ukrainian soldiers shooting and torturing Russian 
prisoners of  war. For that matter, Biden has been fairly quiet on 
this too. Zelensky, whilst criticising the UN for failing to come to 
Ukraine’s aid, seems to have forgotten that the UN has condemned 
Israel over its illegal occupation of  the West Bank. His memory 
lapse extends to the 2020 decision by Ukraine to withdraw from the 
“anti-Israel” Committee on the Exercise of  the Inalienable Rights 
of  the Palestinian People.

Biden’s rhetoric
In fact Biden, whilst falling short of  Zelensky’s demand for NATO 
to establish a no fly zone, has continued to up the anti-Russian 
rhetoric, demanding that Russia should be held to account at a “war 
crimes trial”.

WAR IS THE CRIME!
Dave Middleton

rape, murder, 
indiscriminate 

killing, child deaths, 
torture. These are 
not aberrations, 
but the inevitable 

consequence 
of  sending 

predominantly 
young men into 

a highly charged, 
emotional and 
stress-creating 

environment, armed 
to the teeth and 

believing that those 
they are fighting are 
somehow less human 

than they are.

https://www.president.gov.ua/en/news/vistup-prezidenta-ukrayini-na-zasidanni-radi-bezpeki-oon-74121
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2022/04/04/tougher-russia-sanctions-urged-over-ukraine-war-crimes-a77193
https://www.maxar.com/about
https://www.jpost.com/Israel-News/Ukraine-pulls-out-of-anti-Israeli-UN-committee-on-Palestinians-613327
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Some may argue that America is the last country that should be 
pointing the war crimes finger. From My Lai in Vietnam, where 
American troops massacred civilians, through the CIA’s covert 
support for a government backed mass murder of  leftists in Argentina 
in the 1970s, through US funding for the Contras in Nicaragua, 
who murdered, raped and tortured, aided and abetted by  American 
‘advisors’, through to the scenes of  prisoner torture in Abu Ghraib 
in Iraq where American troops (perhaps not the brightest sparks 

in the toolbox) photographed themselves conducting physical and 
sexual abuse, including rape and sodomy, America has hardly been 
the upholder of  moral standards giving it any authority to lecture 
the rest of  the world on human rights.

But, whilst bashing America is tempting, the real crime here is that 
in 2022 we still think going to war is the answer to any situation 
where two countries do not agree. For as long as we continue to 
support war, there will be atrocities: rape, murder, indiscriminate 
killing, child deaths, torture. These are not aberrations, but the 
inevitable consequence of  sending predominantly young men into 
a highly charged, emotional and stress-creating environment, armed 
to the teeth and believing that those they are fighting are somehow 
less human than they are.

Avoid war
The only way to avoid atrocities, or so called war crimes, is to avoid 
war itself. It is interesting that, whilst Zelensky calls for peace, as, 
incidentally, do the Russians, the clamour for further intervention 
continues with very few attempts, it seems, at a genuine diplomatic 

solution. America, Britain and the 
European Union all seem more 
interested in defeating Putin and/
or Russia than in securing peace 
in Ukraine.

Whatever crimes are being 
committed by troops, the biggest 
crime is sending young men and 
women to their deaths for what 
will, in the end, no doubt, be a 
largely unresolved conflict. There 
will be protests throughout the 
UK this weekend, and Critical 
Mass would urge everybody to 
continue to press for a peaceful 
resolution, rather than the slow 
drift into war which is being 
promoted by the media currently.

The My Lai Massacre is one of 
many atrocities committed by 

American troops under the cover 
of war

Photo by Ronald L. Haeberle

Copied from Krysstal.com, “The Acts of 
the Democracies” http://www.krysstal.
com/democracy_vietnam_mylai.html

http://opinion%20%7C%20the%20truth%20behind%20my%20lai%20-%20the%20new%20york%20timeshttps//www.nytimes.com%20%E2%80%BA%202018/03/16%20%E2%80%BA%20the-truth-behind...
https://www.geopoliticalmonitor.com/us-interventions-in-latin-american-021/
https://www.nytimes.com/1987/02/27/world/white-house-crisis-contras-inquiry-finds-reagan-chief-advisers-responsible-for.html
https://choice.npr.org/index.html?origin=https://www.npr.org/sections/parallels/2016/04/04/472964974/it-was-torture-an-abu-ghraib-interrogator-acknowledges-horrible-mistakes?t=1649345102152
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WORDS MATTER
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine is a criminal endeavour. 
But the stories of rape, torture and execution of civilians 
in Russian held areas are strong evidence of actual war 
crimes. These acts are horrific and indefensible, but 
do they justify Ukraine calling them acts of genocide?

Genocide
Genocide was formally defined in 1948, in response 
to the Nuremberg trials of leading Nazis for crimes 
against humanity. It is commonly understood to mean 
the extermination of a population defined by their 
nationality, race or religion and has been retrospectively 
applied to events like the Armenian genocide during 
World War I. 

Since then, there have been at least 43 instances of 
genocide in which more than 50 million people were 
killed and another 50 million were forced to flee 
their homes. Modern examples include the Rwandan 
Genocide in 1994 when 800,000 Tutsi were killed and 
the Srebrenica Genocide in 1995 when 8000 Bosnian 
Muslim men and boys were murdered.

Ethnic Cleansing
This term came to prominence during the wars in 
former Yugoslavia between 1991 and 1995 and refers to 
the deliberate driving of an ethnic or religious group 
out of an area another group wishes to claim. Was 
Srebrenica an act of genocide or ethnic cleansing? 
Some sources refer to it as the Srebrenica Massacre, 
because women and children were not killed.

Arguing about the correct form of language to 
describe an atrocity might seem to disrespect the 

dead and disregard the feelings of the 
survivors. But words do matter. There 
is a difference between a massacre and 
a deliberate campaign to wipe out an 
entire people. 

Holocaust
In seeking to maximise international 
support for his country, Zelensky talks up 
Russia’s genocidal intentions, equating 
an existential threat to Ukrainian 
statehood with an existential threat to 
the Ukrainian people and citing the 
atrocities revealed by the Russian retreat 
as evidence. 

The inference is plain. There can be 
no compromise with a genocidal foe. 
Only their complete defeat will do. And 
anyone that does not give you their 
unconditional support is implicitly 
supporting genocide. This is a dangerous 
strategy. 

The one genocide that did most to 
shape our world is the Shoah. When 
Zelensky expressed his frustration with 
Israel, which has its own reasons for not 
taking sides in this war, by comparing 
Russia’s actions with the Nazi Holocaust 
against the Jews, Israelis rejected the 
comparison. Zelensky has since changed 
his tone thanking Israel for their efforts 
at mediation. 

Mediation
Mediation is the only way to end this war. 
If your opponent is a genocidal maniac, 
mediation is a betrayal of humanity. The 
moral imperative is to fight to the finish 
even if that may well finish off humanity 
in a nuclear holocaust. 

A negotiated settlement may involve Russia 
giving up some selected commanders as 
war criminals in exchange for concessions 
on Crimea and the Donbas. Nobody can 
predict the outcome of the talks. But while 
the talks continue, Ukraine and Russia will 
be exchanging words, and the words they 
choose will matter.

Mike Stanton
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If you’ve read through this week’s Sunday Socialist and 
reached this far - well done! You will, on that journey, 
have come across the article I published on war crimes. 
This started me thinking about that concept.

Geneva Convention
The Geneva Conventions (there are actually four 
of them) lay down the rules for combat. We are all 
familiar with the idea of the Geneva Convention, and 
the importance of armed conflict being conducted as 
the convention says “humanely”.

Just consider this for a second. We have rules, agreed 
internationally, on who and how you can kill people 
based on the fact that somebody somewhere has decided 
that the people you are killing are somehow less human 
than you are. We spend little time considering what 
the Geneva Convention allows, preferring to think 
that provided the Convention is not being broken no 
crime is being committed.

Damage
A high powered rifle of the sort used by most soldiers 
has so much energy that it can disintegrate three 
inches of leg bone. If the bullet hits your liver it ends 
up looking like a jelly mold that’s been dropped on the 
floor. It, literally, turns it to powder. But, unless you 
are doing this on a civilian street, it is not a crime.

You might imagine that being shot is an all-or-nothing 
affair. If the person doing the shooting is doing their 
job properly they kill you. If not, you survive.  Not 
true. What can happen is a high velocity bullet causes 
what experts call catitation. This is a ripple effect. So a 
bullet entering your leg might miss the femoral artery 
in the leg, but catitation may burst the artery anyway, 

causing death by blood loss. Provided 
the person you are shooting is another 
soldier you are committing no crime.

Civilian deaths
Obviously, if you go to war there 

It’s not criminal for a soldier to 
cause another soldier to bleed to 

death.
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is a good chance of being killed as a 
combatant. It is an occupational hazard 
of entering the armed forces.

However, we tend to judge conflicts 
not just by the amount of death and 
destruction, but also by the loss of 
civilian life.

War has changed. No longer are battles 
fought on battlegrounds between two 
groups of armed men. These days they 
are more likely to occur in urban areas 
where the likelihood of killing civilians 
is high. Three million died in the Second 
Congo War at the turn of the century, 
85,000 civilians killed in the Iraq War 
and the killing goes on.

We need to start to see war itself as a 
crime, not just the acts which accompany 
it. The whole point of war is to brutalise 
your opponent. Until we change that 
expectation the world will remain 
an unsafe place for all of us, despite 
conventions which tell us what is and is 
not criminal.

Dave Middleton


