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What is Critical Mass?
Critical Mass is an independent magazine produced by a left collective. It is open to contributions from 
people on the left
of  the political spectrum who support a broadly socialist agenda. We do not condone racism, sexism, 
ablism, transphobia,
bullying or other actions likely to cause distress to individuals. We stand for a transformation of  society 
along socialist
lines so that the goods produced are done so for the benefit of  the many and not just for the few.
If  you would like to contribute to Critical Mass please write to us at: editor@creatingsocialism.org
If  you would like to contribute to the running costs of  Critical Mass, please visit our website: 
creatingsocialism.org/donate
Critical Mass Editorial Team:
Jo Buchanan, Editor-in-Chief
Ann Marcial, Subscriptions
Susie Granic, Newsletter
Marilyn Tyzack, Images
Mike Stanton, knower of  things
Dave Middleton, malarkey organiser
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For all the parents out there we are glad 
to give you this piece of  advice. If  your 
child does something wrong simply 
explain to them that their first instinct 
must be to deny it was them. If  this 
fails then tell them that no matter what 
they did they should shift the blame 
to somebody else (younger siblings 
are quite handy in this respect). If  it is 
obvious they have done wrong then they 
should never show contrition even whilst 
apologising. Take this advice and they 
are well on their way to a stellar political 
career.
This issue of  Critical Mass is focussed 
on the upcoming local elections in the 
UK. However, we do have an eye on 
an alarming rightward shift in ongoing 
elections in France, Australia and the 
Philippines, where the son of  a deposed 
dictator is now favourite to win. 
In May many socialists will be tempted 
to vote for Labour on the basis that they 
must be better than the Tories. In this 
issue we explore the alternatives to the 
left of  Labour and give you some advice 
if  you do indeed have local elections 
in your area. Not every local council 
has elections every year of  course. So 
many of  you will be watching from the 
sidelines. Which in many ways is an apt 
description of  the Labour Party at the 
moment.
The local elections are probably a 
diversion from the climate emergency, 
a resurgent variant of  Covid-19 and the 
cost-of-living crisis. There is certainly 
plenty that needs doing. We are as 
convinced as ever that the only change 
really worth advocating is system change 
and that case is made in this issue.
We will remind you that every day Critical 
Mass’s website CreatingSocialism.org 
publishes at least one article with a left 
view of  the days news. We also publish 
The Sunday Socialist a roundup of  the 
news and the popular Notes from the 
edge from our team of  writers. Thanks 
as ever for your support.
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With the local elections coming up in 
May, the question of  whether it is 
worth voting, especially for those on 

the Left, is a pertinent one.
It is important to bear in mind that local Labour parties 
aren’t necessarily the same as the national Labour party. 
Unfortunately, in some cases, they are even worse. In 
others, they may be considerably better. There should 
be no doubt, however, that the local elections are a rare 
opportunity to send a message to those in Westminster 
(be that the those in government, or those allegedly in 
opposition).
With fewer votes able to make a bigger difference, and 
often with a wider choice of  parties, platforms and 
candidates represented, local elections are a real chance 
to make Left voices count.

Make left voices count

The parties which comprise the People’s Alliance of  the 
Left are fielding candidates in the local elections, and 
voting for them is a powerful way to send Keir Starmer’s 
ever right-leaning Labour a clear indication that its 
position is untenable.
Of  course it is important to consider local circumstances 

and local issues when 
voting. In some instances, 
local Labour parties might 
be working hard for 
progressive change and 
be truly representative of  
working people. In others, 
they might be involved in 
union-busting or treating 
workers with the kind 
of  callous disregard you 
would expect from the 
Conservatives.

Temptation to abstain

The temptation to abstain 
from voting when the 
system seems so ineffective 
is great. But where there 
are genuine opportunities 
to rock the boat and make 
a statement, using your 
voice surely has to be more 
effective than allowing it to 
be silenced…
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It’s the local elections in May and 
Tanweer Dar argues that it is a chance 
to send a clear message to Labour.

Is it worth voting in May?
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The local elections are upon us, and the 
voters are, this time around, probably 
wondering whom to vote for. 

Neither the Tories nor Starmer’s 
Labour have covered 
themselves much in 
glory since 2019, so 
this is a quick guide 
to allow you to 
work out whom 
to vote against.

Official websites

The most 
important website 
is the official 
government local 
elections page here. 
Local elections are 
held every four years 
and always on the first 
Thursday in May. In 
2022, that’s May 5th. There 
is an election timetable for 
England on this link here.

The BBC Website

There is a page on the BBCs website, here. This page 
lays it on the line. The last time this came around, 2018 
was such a different county. Hard to believe what life 
was like back then.

A Look Back In Time

We did not have the Covid crisis. We had Theresa May 
as Britain’s forgotten and forgettable PM. Johnson was 
a caricature sitting in the wings, with puppeteers still 
attaching the strings.
We did not have the cost of  living crisis. Russia was not 
at war with Ukraine. Jeremy Corbyn was being smeared 
left and right by every press outlet, and even by his own 
Labour backbenchers.

The Politics of  Contempt

We did not have the media 
and police trying to sweep 
the Partygate scandal 
underneath the carpet. 
We didn’t have to contend 
with the sheer contempt of  
Parliament for the public.
Honestly, the UK back then 
seemed positively laid back. 
The voters of  2018, if  they 
could see us today, might 

have had second thoughts 
on whom to elect back 

then.
Or maybe they’d 
not have changed 
their minds, no 
matter how 
much evidence 
we could send 
them, if  we 
could send 
them warnings 
back through 
time.

Brexit, and 
Learning Our 

Lessons

Of  course, back 
in 2018 Brexit hadn’t 

happened yet. And now it 
has – and we’ve had empty 
shelves in stores, the cost 
of  living crisis, and right 
now the costs of  all of  
our utilities are suddenly 
skyrocketing, not just the 
gas and electricity.
You might be wondering 
if  this country has suffered 
some sort of  collective 
psychotic crisis. It certainly 
feels like it, going by the 
voting record of  everybody 
who looked the future in 
the face, who could see 
these crises waiting to 

There is a wealth of  information online 
about the local elections. Fiat Knox points 
you in the right direction.
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https://www.gov.uk/understand-how-your-council-works/local-councillors-and-elections
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/election-timetable-in-england
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-60840043


6

happen, and who continued regardless to vote for the 
Tories, or vote against Jeremy Corbyn’s Labour.
Hindsight is often crystal clear when it is tinged with 
regret. But accurate foresight is bitter, no matter how 
warm and comforting the feelings of  vindication. “I told 
you so” doesn’t fill any empty bellies.
Brexiteers won the 2016 referendum with the false 
promise that people, individuals, would have more 
money in their pocket. Everybody, even the most 
politically blinkered, can now see that the appeal to the 
base greed of  the “I’m All Right Jack” crowd was a huge 
lie. We need people who embrace socialism and who 
enact policies based on enriching the community rather 
than lining the pockets of  Del Boys and other chancers.
Perhaps next month’s vote will go some way to putting 
hot food back on your children’s plates again.

What Do You Do This May

May 5, 2022 is not a General Election. You’re only 
electing your local Councillors – and in some local 
Councils, you’re only electing as few as one-third of  
the total council seats available. You’re not going to be 
electing your local MP. The people in the Cabinet aren’t 
at risk of  losing their jobs. Sadly, the clown in chief  will 
still be in Number 10 the day after, no matter who you 
vote for.
What can you do?

Holding Them To Account

The first page linked above, Understand How Your 
Council Works, has this to say at the bottom.

Declaring interests

All local councillors have to declare any interests, gifts or 
hospitality they get that could influence decisions they 
make.
Your local council must publish details of  these. You can 
usually access them on your council’s website or at the 
town hall.
If  there are such records available on your local Council 
website, you can check what they spent your Council 
Tax money on – schoolbooks or fancy cars. It might pay 
you to check up on the candidates and to see whether or 
not the incumbents (the Councillors whom you elected 
last time) have kept the promises they made back then.
Some local Councils have struggled hard with limited 
funds to make a positive difference in your community. 
If  you are blessed with such people, vote to keep them 
in and keep your fingers crossed that they continue to 
do good for the next four years.

Other local Councils have 
hardly governed well, or 
at all in some cases. Now 
is the time to consider 
voting them out and hope 
that whoever comes in to 
replace them won’t be such 
time wasters.

Sending A Message

One other thing you can 
do. You can also consider 
tactical voting, because the 
results of  these Council 
elections will send a 
message to the rogues’ 
gallery we currently have 
infesting Westminster. 
Whether that message 
is a blessing for them to 
continue, or a warning that 
they are about to be served 
an eviction notice, is up to 
you.
So remember that, when 
you’re voting this May. 
You probably voted for 
the people you thought 
would make your local 
town better. And now look 
around you. Is it better or 
worse?
Now take that thought with 
you to the ballot box.

Photo courtesy 
of FutUndBeidl
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How will the left vote in the May 2022 local 
elections? If  Labour does badly in the 
forthcoming contests, will Keir Starmer take 

any notice? He certainly should, because in the past 
Labour have taken too much for granted and have been 
confident they would win in what they considered to be 
safe seats. 

There have been warnings for Starmer since the 2019 
election, including this month when Labour has 
performed poorly in local council by-elections. In 
the Hartlepool by-election in May 2021 the 
Conservative candidate won with 51.9% of  
the vote, a swing away from Labour of  
almost 16%. Labour should have 
swept the board, presenting a 
strong challenge, a dynamic 
and credible alternative 
to a disastrous Tory 
administration. 
But Starmer is 
preoccupied 
with 

destroying the 
left rather than challenging the 
Tories.

Labour candidates
Starmer’s hand is apparent in the choice of  Labour candidates, and 
there is considerable discussion and rumour about the way they 
are chosen. There are some voices raised against the imposition 
of  a candidate foisted on the regions from the top rather than 
keeping a local team in charge. Others have commented that there 
is a marked lack of  Black and Asian candidates. Many consider 
that contenders are under pressure to conform to the party line 
and are more likely to be selected if  they do so. I suspect some 
of  the chosen would probably have been equally happy in the 
Conservative Party if  they lived in an area where the Conservatives 
were in control of  the council, more concerned with their own 
advancement than with improving the lives of  so many in the 

country who are suffering 
abysmally in the current 
circumstances. And many of  
them may be of  this persuasion 
because so many left-wingers 
have left the party or been shed 
by their CLPs and are no longer 
able to influence the choice of  
candidates. But 
do we 

know what ‘approved’ Labour 
candidates even stand for? 

Will you campaign for 
Labour?

As a result of  the purge of  
the left, those who have left 
the party certainly won’t be 
campaigning for Labour, and 
those who have remained in it 
and who are disillusioned are 
not likely to either. I doubt we 
shall ever see again the numbers 
who turned out in all weathers 
to campaign for Jeremy Corbyn 
in 2019. Many feel they cannot 
in all conscience campaign for 
Labour and, much as they would 
loathe a local Tory council, they 
are totally averse to the idea 
of  appearing to endorse the 
current Labour Party leadership 
and recognise that promoting 
their local Labour candidates 
can be interpreted as validation 
of  the Starmer regime. So, if  
they are reluctant to campaign 
for Labour, will they vote for 

If  not Labour, then who?. Jo 
Buchanan checks out your lefty 
choice for May.
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Labour?
A survey of  1514 supporters of  Not the Andrew Marr Show 
indicated that 60% of  them were still members of  the Labour 
Party, but only 22% will be campaigning for Labour candidates.

Will you vote Labour?
There is no way we can be sure of  the numbers, but it is probably 
likely that around half  of  former Labour voters will not vote for 
Labour this time. Many who were members of  the party, active 
during those years of  hope when Jeremy Corbyn was leader, 
have been suspended, expelled or have left of  their own volition. 
There is so much disillusionment and despair about the future of  
the left, especially as power and finance are firmly centralised in 
Westminster.
Of  those who responded to the survey, 83% voted Labour in the 
last local elections, but only 46% would vote Labour in the coming 
contests

So how will left-wingers vote..?
It’s almost impossible, however, for Socialists to retreat from 
politics. Politics are in our blood. It would appear in many cases 
that voters will make their decisions locally. Some may even decide 
reluctantly to vote for right-wing or centrist Labour candidates 

who are often very close to 
the Tories in their beliefs and 
actions, thinking they are the 
better of  two evils. Although 
the candidates may not be 
on the left, the left-wingers 
may fear the risk of  a Liberal 
Democrat or Tory council that 
will spend nothing on vitally 
needed services and prove even 
worse than any Labour council 
could be. Then there are some 
popular Labour councils, such as 
Leeds, which have, for instance, 
improved council housing and 
initiated green policies and 
anti-austerity measures, despite 
enormous budget cuts, and these 
may well attract votes from the 
left, especially if  there is a risk of  
Labour losing control. Left wing 
voters may cast their vote for a 
particular Labour candidate with 
a radical agenda to be a voice 
for them. However, one former 
Labour member said recently, 
“We have a socialist candidate… 
but I cannot campaign for him 
and will be spoiling my paper in 
May… He is still representing 
something that I believe is rotten 
to its core and withdrawing my 
labour and my vote is the only 
power I have”.

Spoiling your ballot paper or 
staying away?
And so some on the left will 
decide not to vote at all and spoil 
their ballot papers as a mark of  
protest. Those who choose not 
to vote might be accused of  
standing on the sidelines, but it 
is perfectly understandable if  
they feel it would be impossible 
to vote for some of  the Labour 
candidates we see or for anyone 
else standing.

Some alternatives
Then others will not consider 
voting Labour but vote tactically 
and choose the most likely 
candidate to defeat the Tories, 
believing almost any non-Tory 
councillor would be preferable. 
Left-wingers may choose 
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another party which is not socialist, a Green Party candidate for 
instance, one of  the new or more established left wing alternatives 
to Labour or an independent.
TUSC
There are more than 250 candidates from TUSC (the Trade 
Unionist and Socialist Coalition). TUSC has become increasingly 
well-known, and Dave Nellist, their Parliamentary candidate in the 
Birmingham Erdington byelection in March, finished in third place 
ahead of  the Liberal Democrats, the Green Party, Reform UK 
and six other candidates. MSM typically took little notice of  the 
TUSC campaign, but the Sky News chief  political correspondent, 
John Craig, commented that TUSC produced “a performance that 
will cheer up all veteran left-wing comrades and Starmer critics“. 
TUSC was created in 2010 and aimed for trade unionist, socialists 
and left-wing campaigners to stand candidates against pro-
austerity establishment politicians. They are an inclusive group and 
encourage those who are fighting the iniquities of  Tory Britain to 
stand together in elections. 
The Communist Party
The Communist Party will attract 
some left-wing votes. They are fielding 
more candidates than ever in the May 
elections, campaigning for ‘Communities fit for working class 
people’. They have an interesting argument about the importance 
of  going out to vote: “We do not pretend for a second that voting 
will change a capitalist system. But for some it’s a statement of  
protest. For others, linked to campaigns, it’s an opportunity to get 
out in communities and organise for change. A voting campaign 
on general and local issues also provides the chance to bring 
together various struggles and campaigns such as against food 
poverty, for council home building and municipal control of  local 
transport”.
NIP
The Northern Independence Party (NIP) will attract some left-
wing voters who live in the north. They envisage a better future 
for the north which has been neglected and underfunded by 
Westminster. Their vision is one which exemplifies “the real values 
of  the North – solidarity, decency, equality, and responsibility”, a 
vision so different from the values and policies we see all over Tory 
Britain.
The Breakthrough Party
Then there is the Breakthrough Party. 
This party was registered in January 
2021 as “a new home for those 
determined to disrupt the failed status 
quo and build an alternative: a society 
that uses its considerable wealth to 
provide dignity, security and justice for 
all”. Several former Labour councillors have joined. They have a 
strong socialist candidate in Nazma Meah in Aston, Birmingham. 
She is extremely active and well-know locally and has clearly 
grasped the fact that local people do not feel listened to by their 
current administration.
Independent candidates
There are strong independent candidates in some areas, socialists 
who are making a point of  standing in May because they feel 

it is crucial for there to be 
representation for people who 
have suffered so much as a result 
of  the series of  Tory disasters. 
They want to be a voice for 
those who have been bowed by 
Brexit, Covid, cuts in services, 
housing shortages, low pay, 
soaring prices and the resultant 
poverty and ill health. Those 
seeking candidacy believe that if  
they don’t try to speak out for 
these people, who will?

There is Terry Deans in 
Plymouth who is standing as 
an Independent and who does 
not believe many people will 
be campaigning for Labour. 
He feels there is a sense of  
despair and demoralisation in 
parts of  Plymouth as so many 
people face economic, social 
and mental struggles, many 
difficulties which he believes the 
established political parties are 
enabling, often through inaction 
and a total lack of  concern and 
understanding. Ray Woolford, 
an activist in his community in 
South East London and who 
founded the We Care food 
bank in Deptford, is standing 
in Lewisham with a number 
of  comrades, as they are aware 
of  all the shortcomings of  the 
Labour Council and its failure 
to take action to support people 
who are struggling in the dire 
circumstances they face today. 

Any candidate who stands firm 
in their belief  in the policies and 
principles promoted by Jeremy 
Corbyn and believes in changing 
our world for the better, tackling 
climate change, transforming 
society to create social justice 
and peace, even if  they are under 
the Labour banner, would attract 
votes from many on the left.

https://m.tusc.org.uk/17639/06-04-2022/tusc-election-launch-vote-for-a-socialist-fightback-to-the-cost-of-living-crisis
https://www.communistparty.org.uk/communities-fit-for-working-class-people/
https://www.communistparty.org.uk/communities-fit-for-working-class-people/
https://www.freethenorth.co.uk/
https://breakthroughparty.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/Nazma4Aston
https://www.facebook.com/pg/Terry-Deans-For-St-Budeaux-Independent-Councillor-Candidate-109394445057413/posts/
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This May’s local election is probably the most 
important in our lifetime. We Care at Kath’s Place 
see the growing numbers of  people seeking our 

help and telling us how the cost of  living crisis is pushing 
them over the edge, whilst Lewisham Labour Council is 
oblivious to the reality for the poor, the disabled and the 
vulnerable across our borough.
As I write this, thousands of  the poorest in the borough have 
been unable to claim the Government’s £50 Tesco voucher 
because, instead of  sending out a voucher to those most in 
need, the council has sent a link which is so complicated that 
few have been able to access it or claim the voucher. This 
happened repeatedly during the Covid crisis with NO phone 
number just a website to access, yet many vulnerable and elderly 
people can’t use the internet, and huge numbers do not have a 
smartphone.
Today we see rents, service charges and council tax all going up. 
At a time when it’s clear many can’t feed themselves or afford 
to heat their poorly insulated council homes, how can savagely 
cutting back on essential services, while expecting people to 
pay increases with cash they simply do not have, be in any way 
feasible?  

Community candidates
This has left us with no choice but to put forward community 
independent candidates in the May local elections, and the day 
has come that I never thought I’d see again; I am standing as 
an Independent for Brockley ward in Lewisham South East 
London with my two fellow food bank volunteers Toni Ann 
Gurdon and Stewart Lendor.

Why Independent and not party political? In the present world, 
increasing numbers of  people no longer see themselves as left 
or right; it’s on social issues, campaigns, social justice, and civil 
rights where there is a vital need to come up with real solutions 
rather than simply following the latest hashtag trend. Watching 
much of  the left run for political office using the language of  

Community
 candidates for community change

Ray W
oolford   

Huge numbers of  
people living with a 

disability can no longer 
afford to leave home, 

so go hungry, cold and 
alone, even robbed of  
that one day out to a 
day centre or art class, 
because in the world in 
which we live the £20 
or so it costs to give 

someone a little sunshine 
once a week is an 

expenditure too far for 
local government.
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the past and forgetting that people are increasingly NOT 
global or National, but community-based. Struggling to put 
food on the table and having to think about whether you can 
afford to switch on that light is the new reality for millions. 

Offering real solutions
Huge numbers of  people living with a disability can no 
longer afford to leave home, so go hungry, cold and alone, 
even robbed of  that one day out to a day centre or art class, 
because in the world in which we live the £20 or so it costs to 
give someone a little sunshine once a week is an expenditure 
too far for local government. This is all happening 
whilst local councillors vote through cuts and closures 
to desperately-needed services, but of  course never vote 
through cuts to their own allowances or wages. Too many 
of  these councillors see the lure of  ‘developers gold’ and 
approve the building of  faceless steel towers which block out 
our blue sky, towers surrounded by trees with no blossom 
or fruit. They bring no joy in the spring and autumn months 
and only aid and abet the killing off  of  our animal diversity, 
because trees which bloom are more expensive to maintain.
This failure to address any local housing needs, such as 
putting an end to the selling of  ‘trophy’ apartments to those 
who have their funds safely offshore (and often do not 
even live in Britain), involves allowing the poorer and more 
vulnerable to freeze in their homes, many of  which are shop 
doorways. It is a disgrace!
So this May we, as Independents, are standing on local issues, 
offering real solutions and campaigning for all council and 
government buildings to have solar energy. We need heat 
pumps which protect the planet and produce income to 
end dependency on private global energy companies, with 
the surplus sold to tackle poverty. In 2014 we developed a 
significant project to tackle poverty when We Care Food 
bank established a not for profit energy company using roofs 
of  schools, churches, and community centres to generate 
green energy raised through share offers over one million. If  
volunteers at a food bank can do this, why not our councils 
and government?Transform communities
We are campaigning to give every parent free bamboo 
biodegradable nappies. We give these away for free at We Care 
Food Bank and, not only do they save parents around £1000, they 
are better than the  cheap disposable options which fuel poverty, 
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damage our planet and cost local councils a fortune in blocked 
drains and waste removal. 
We want empty buildings handed over to local community groups 
who have the power to transform a community with just a little 
help from councils, just as we transformed a trashed phone box on 
Deptford High Street into the world’s first 24/7 community hub. 
We want every tenant to be given their legal rights along with their 
council tax bills every year. It cannot be right in 2022 that tenants, 
be they in private, council, or housing association accommodation, 
live in fear of  eviction for reporting disrepair or putting in a 
request for insulation. We oppose the Right to Buy scheme which 
is seeing local councils selling homes which only too often end up 
in the hands of  the ‘buy to let’ market; homes we need and which 
are being sold off  faster than they can be built, all while we have 
a national housing crisis which is seeing the slum housing of  the 
sixties, like food banks, becoming the only growth sector under 
this government.
Will we win in May? Can we win in May? That’s up to the voters. 
We hope that by putting forward solutions and candidates who 
have a lifetime of  community activism behind them and who are 
embedded in their community, offering real solutions and speaking 
in a language that’s clear to understand, that we will speak to 
voters. This will be in a way the politicians, those who appear only 
at election time to harvest votes and pledge so much if  you will 
vote them in one more time, do not.

Our candidates are standing 
on a record of  real community 
service. (These days many 
candidates seem to think being 
a member of  a political party 
is community activism). The 
political left must understand 
this if  it is serious about power. 
It needs to state real practical 
and realistic solutions which can 
transform lives and communities 
NOW, because a revolution takes 
time and our people can’t wait.

If  you support our campaign 
please donate via PayPal a 
donation to raymondwoolford@
aol.com or email me and I will 
send you alternative details of  
how you can donate.

We also welcome help delivering 
newsletters and knocking on 
doors.

HOW THE LEFT
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Political scientists refer to local elections as 
‘second order’ elections because so many 
people don’t think them important enough to 
bother voting. Turnout in council elections is 
typically around 35% compared to 60-70% in 
general elections.

For socialists all elections pose something of  
a dilemma. On the one hand we are taunted 
by so-called centrists that a vote for anybody 
but Labour is likely to help the Tories. On the 
other, Labour (following a brief  period where 
it looked like it might turn into something 
resembling a socialist party) offer very little 
difference, in real terms, to the Tories.

Labour councils have often been responsible 
for cuts to services, for privatisation, for 
reducing the rights of  their workforce and for 
putting the interests of  business ahead of  local 
residents. There are, of  course, examples of  
good Labour councillors, but in a party led by an establishment-
focused crony they are finding it harder to make any impact.

For those of  us on the left it is not always a case of  vote Labour to 
keep the Tories out, but very often that is the choice. Obviously, a 
local election is not a general election, but rest assured the media, 
and the parties, regard local elections not as hundreds of  battles 
over local issues but as a large scale, real time opinion poll on the 
state of  the parties.

What the left say
I turned to my socialist friends on Twitter to see how they would 
approach May 5th. This is what they told me. Judith Kramer is one 
who will be voting Labour:

“I’m in Didsbury West Ward of  Withington CLP 

HOW THE LEFT
WILL  VOTE IN 
            MAY

Critical Mass writers are  full  of  advice about 
how to vote in May. Dave Middleton  asks 
some friends what they are planning on doing.

Labour councils have 
often been responsible 
for cuts to services, 

for privatisation, for 
reducing the rights of  

their workforce and for 
putting the interests of  
business ahead of  local 

residents. 
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Manchester and I will be voting for the young Labour 
candidate who is a socialist. He is standing against 
the sitting Lib Dem who used to be an MP until 
2015.”

Kevin Pascoe, a former Labour candidate and UCU picket line 
comrade of  mine, saw no reason to justify his decision:

“I will be voting Welsh Labour – as you would expect 
– in the Pen-y-fai ward of  Bridgend County.“

Most of  those who responded however were not planning to vote 
Labour with many hoping for an alternative Left candidate. Typical 
of  these was Brian Jones who told me:

“I’m in Bristol East, as a Labour Party member 
(now resigned) for 50 years I think I might have held 
my nose and voted Labour but as Kerry McCarthy 
is my MP and I think the fourth minister to resign 
and embarrass the previous leadership and helped 
facilitate this Government I just can’t. I will be voting 
TUSC”

Sheila Gorman Flynn who votes in Pollockshields ward in 
Glasgow made a not uncommon comment: 

“I will not vote Labour or SNP but will look at any 
Socialist options.”

MerryMichaelW from Greenwich and Woolwich is still considering 
his options to the left of  Labour.

“Abstaining at present. Hoping for any of  Workers 
Party, Socialist Party, TUSC, Respect or Communist 
Party of  Britain  to stand. I’m too unwell to be able 
to fulfil the duties of  a Councillor, unfortunately. 
If  one or more did stand, I really would be able to 
help. Never polled less than 800 votes as a paper 
candidate.”

Geoff  Hughes from Kirklees in Huddersfield was planning to vote 
Green:

“…because they are friendly. Helpful. Visible. 
Engaged. Involved with the local community plus I 
know them all to talk to, which is more than I can 
say for Labour, despite being involved with the party 
until Starmer.”

“My fear is that people 
will vote Labour though. 
They did that because of  
Thatcher, and look what 
we got, a continuation 
of  her policies under 

Blair New Labour, – 
her greatest achievement, 

apparently. And 
Starmer is worse!”
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Three camps
This is by no means a scientific sample but my impression of  the 
left is that they fall into three camps. There are those who are more 
anti-Tory than pro-Labour and prepared to vote for Labour just to 
keep the Tories out. Their logic was summed up by David Williams 
who cautioned those not wanting to give their vote to Labour:

“Do you remember when the pro hunt lobby took 
over poorly attended RSPCA meetings and changed 
their national policy to be pro-hunt? There’s many 
ways to respond to what is going on. Not supporting 
left wing local Labour candidates won’t bring about 
the change we want.”

The second camp are those, like Nicholas Fisher, who see 
removing Labour as the prime political goal at the moment and 
who have a genuine fear that simply getting the Tories out will do 
nothing to take forward the socialist cause:

“My fear is that people will vote Labour though. 
They did that because of  Thatcher, and look what 
we got, a continuation of  her policies under Blair 
New Labour, – her greatest achievement, apparently. 
And Starmer is worse!”

The third camp are, inevitably, somewhere between the first two. 
They certainly do not want a Tory victory, but equally they are not 
convinced that Labour is, at present, a viable alternative. As Tracy 
I put it:

“Ex labour member , not sure I could hold my nose 
and vote for them now. Fortunately no decision to 
make just yet.” Whilst ‘Reggies Mum’, who has no 
local elections this year, agreed:

“Voted Labour all my life but now an ex member and 
I have no clue how I would have voted.”

Whilst Jean McGhie in Blantyre South Lanarkshire Ward had this 
to say:

“If  there is a Socialist Candidate that’s where my vote 
will go.  If  there isn’t I am unsure.  The reason I won’t 
vote Labour is due to the current Labour leader, Keir 
Starmer.  As a socialist I am sad and angry what has 
happened to a party that once represented socialist 
values. There are no words  that would express how 
Jeremy Corbyn, a man of  integrity, and who reflects 
true Labour values, has been treated.”

The left confounded
What is clear is that electoral 
politics continue to confound 
the left. Brought up to believe 
we live in a democracy and to 
believe that Labour represented 
socialist values, the betrayal of  
the Corbyn project has left many 
people on the left confused and 
disorientated. No longer seeking 
social change, instead we are 
forced by habit to pin our hopes 
on candidates who, more often 
than not, either disappoint us or 
are corrupted by the very system 
they ostensibly sought to change.

Whatever happens in May there 
will be no retreat from the 
austerity policies of  the current 
Westminster government and no 
retreat from the rightward lurch 
of  the Labour Party. Do well and 
Labour will see it as vindication 
of  their anti-socialist stance. Do 
badly, and they will inevitably 
draw the conclusion that they 
are still not close enough to the 
Tories to win. For if  the Tories 
do well it will seem as though 
they have ridden the storm of  
anger over their mismanagement 
of  the pandemic and the 
economy. Do badly, and rather 
than soften those policies 
they will double down on 
their message that there is no 
alternative whilst they continue 
to asset strip what is left of  the 
public sector.

Sadly not  a candidate. Photo by 
chrisjohnbeckett
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MORE than 250 candidates from the Trade 
Unionist and Socialist Coalition (TUSC) will 
appear on ballot papers around the country 

in three weeks time, and those disillusioned with the 
Labour Party may well be looking to the TUSC as one 
of  the few alternatives to the main establishment parties 
who have let us all down in various ways over the past 
years.
So what does the TUSC stand for and why should you give them 
your vote? Well, with the current energy crisis and the long-
standing but worsening cost of  living crisis, voters will be pleased 
to know they are for public ownership. Their policy states they 
will “stop all privatisation, including the Private Finance Initiative 
(PFI) and Public-Private Partnerships (PPP). Bring privatised 
public services, industries and utilities back into public ownership 
under democratic control, with compensation only on the basis of  
proven need.”

A public transport system
They also argue to re-nationalise all rail, bus and ferry services 
in order to build an integrated, low-pollution public transport 
system. Taking Royal Mail back into public ownership is another 
of  their policies, and one which most people, of  any party, would 
welcome. It was privatised in 2013 under the Conservative/Lib 
Dem coalition, and since thousands of  jobs have been lost while 
shareholders have made hundreds of  millions in profit. The 
privatisation was slammed at the time by the Communication 
Workers Union, whose then Deputy General Secretary (now GS), 
Dave Ward, said: “This fire sale nails the lie that the Tories stand 
up for the interests of  ordinary people.” I do take issue with that 
comment because only the foolish or gullible have ever believed 
the Tories in any way represent ‘ordinary people’.

T.U.S.C.
WORTH YOUR VOTE

With many people  looking 
for an alternative to Labour 
Susie Granic examines the 
case for voting for the  leading 
socialist organisation in the UK.

re-nationalise all 
rail, bus and ferry 
services in order to 
build an integrated, 
low-pollution public 
transport system. 
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He added: “By their actions today they have made it abundantly 
clear that they are only interested in privatisation dogma and 
making the rich richer – even when their actions place public 
services at risk. Bring prisons, probation, and all other parts of  the 
justice system back into the public sector.” And we have certainly 
seen in the intervening years how the Tories have tried to profit 
from almost everything, including the latest ill-thought out scheme 
– the privatisation of  Channel 4.

Bring all branches of  justice system into public sector
Dave Ward’s last sentence above is interesting in that it relates 
to another of  the TUSC’s policies, that of  bringing prisons, 
probation, and all other parts of  the justice system back into the 
public sector. Probation services were largely brought back to 
public ownership last year, after the disastrous outcome of  Chris 
Grayling’s privatisation changes in 2014, where the probation 
sector was separated into a public sector organisation, the National 
Probation Service (NPS), which managed high-risk criminals, and 
21 private companies responsible for the supervision of  150,000 
low to medium-risk offenders. As with so many of  the Tories’ 
privatisation schemes, the private providers had to be bailed out by 
more than half  a billion pounds. 
Once again the Government has the money to spend when it 
comes to helping private companies but not when it comes to 
injecting money into the NHS or increasing benefits to prevent 
people from starving or freezing to death. Because that is actually 
a reality for many. And here also, the TUSC has plans. Their policy 
states they want a high quality NHS under democratic public 
ownership and control, and an end to council estate sell-offs. 
They wish to build high-standard, eco-friendly, affordable council 
housing.

Tax the rich
A policy which will have every socialist cheering is to tax the 
rich! The TUSC wants a progressive tax on rich corporations and 
individuals and an end to tax avoidance, which sees the wealthy 
avoiding paying tax, while those of  us less fortunate are in no 
position to transfer shares, invest in companies with a low tax rate, 
hide our money offshore or indeed take any of  the myriad of  steps 
the wealthy do to avoid paying their fair share of  taxes. And this is 
legal! Tax evasion is not, but tax avoidance is.
The TUSC also wants to do what should have been done under 
Blair (he of  the three election wins as centrists constantly remind 
us – yippee) which is to repeal the draconian anti-trade union laws 
which were brought in by Thatcher after the historic Miners’ Strike 
of  1984. They also want to see an end to zero hours contracts, and 
instead for workers to have guaranteed hours and full employment 
rights. The fact that we’re even talking about having to fight for 
these things really should be a wake-up call for everybody; if  you 
are employed, should it not be a right to know how many hours 
you are going to work?
They have great policies on measures to support disabled people, 
pensioners, and – also of  vital importance now – on climate 
change. You can read their policies here and go to their home page 
to find out more about candidates and how you can support the 
TUSC.

TUSC wants a progressive 
tax on rich corporations 

and individuals and an end 
to tax avoidance, which sees 
the wealthy avoiding paying 

tax

Government has the money 
to spend when it comes to 

helping private companies but 
not when it comes to injecting 

money into the NHS or 
increasing benefits to prevent 

people from starving or 

https://www.tusc.org.uk/policy
https://www.tusc.org.uk/home
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With local elections just around the 
corner, now might be a good time 
to ask whether the party system has 

taken us as far on the democratic road as it is 
able to. I know that for many people the idea 
that we should abandon parties will be seen 
either as a heresy or simply as some ultra-leftist 
proto-anarchist nonsense.
What is a political party? In essence, a political party is what 
Americans refer to as a ‘machine’. Its job is to run candidates 
for local and national elections, ostensibly to capture ‘power’. 
Parties are also a means for people with similar values and 
ideals to come together to promote a particular vision of  
society.
Many people reading this will have themselves been a 
member of  one or more parties. Many of  those professing 
left-wing views will have been members of  the Labour 
Party, a party still held by some to be ‘a socialist party’. This 
belief, becoming harder and harder to justify, is based on a 
belief  that the origins of  Labour were in a commitment to 
socialism which has been derailed by ‘the right’ of  the party.

Is the party 
over?

Every election raises the same question: which 
party to vote for? But, Dave Middleton argues 
that far from being the answer, parties are part 
of  the problem.
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But, as long ago as 1961, the great Marxist scholar Ralph 
Miliband noted:

“Left parliamentarians operate within the rules 
of  a game designed to limit their capacity…
Accommodation is in any case made easier by virtue 
of  the fact that the members of  the parliamentary 
left are, and always have been, characterised by a 
marked uncertainty as to what, in basic ideological 
terms, they are about…Political success..depends on 
an early ability to blunt the edge of  one’s dissent…
There have been a few exceptions: a few Labour 
MPs have, so to speak, slipped through the net… 
What this means is that the Labour Party will not 
be transformed into a party seriously concerned with 
socialist change.” 
Ralph Miliband, 1961, Parliamentary Socialism

The Party system
Now, of  course, whether Labour was, or ever could be, 
socialist is not really an argument either for or against 
political parties per se. People on both sides of  that particular 
fence, both calling themselves socialist incidentally, will 
tell you either that Labour was, is, or could be a socialist 
organisation or that such a belief  runs counter to all the 
available evidence. Let’s not go there.
The party system, as we now know it, emerged with the 
democratic system associated with liberalism, itself  the 
political expression of  capitalism. And, as historian J D 
Clark noted in 1980, it is far less democratic than we tend to 
assume.

“English politics has been far less democratic than it 
professes itself  to be. The major questions have been 
decided not by elections but within the system, by 
high political manoeuvres issuing in a realignment 
of  party.”

A general theory of  Party
The fact is that it has not been in the interests of  either the 
economic system or the political class which has grown up 
to provide legitimacy to that system to allow real power to be 
brought within the democratic sphere.
When we look at political representation in the UK, it is 
obvious it is drawn from a specific section of  the population 
ensuring that the range of  debate is kept within narrow 
confines. Of  course, there have been advances, particularly 
for marginalised groups who, denied political power, have 
been incorporated into the system. These victories – votes 
for the working class men followed by universal suffrage, 
rights for women, gays, ethnic minorities, trade unionists etc 
– have all been achieved and none of  them have threatened 
the existence of  the system itself. There are two plausible 
explanations for this. The first is that capitalism can be 

“English politics has 
been far less democratic 
than it professes itself  to 
be. The major questions 
have been decided not by 
elections but within the 
system, by high political 
manoeuvres issuing in a 
realignment of  party.”
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made equal simply by groups with less power pointing out 
to groups with power that such an arrangement is unfair. 
In this way capitalism can have its rough edges knocked 
off  and can be, in time, reformed out of  existence. The 
second explanation is that these victories were opposed 
by conservatives on principle, not because incorporating 
a certain level of  dissent within the system could not be 
accommodated.

The nature of  capitalism
Capitalism cannot simply become socialism. The nature of  
capitalism is the accumulation of  wealth in the hands of  a 
few and, at the other extreme, mass poverty. Political parties 
within the capitalist system do not exist to change that basic 
relationship, they exist to convince the vast majority – neither 
wealthy nor impoverished – that change is either possible or 
undesirable, depending on the prejudices and values of  the 
party in question. Political parties, in this sense, including 
those who would claim to be anti-capitalist are as vital to 
the smooth running of  the system as the judiciary, police 
and armed forces are to overseeing any serious outbreaks of  
dissent. No sensible capitalist party would try to stifle dissent, 
for it is the existence of  permissible dissent, including 
things such as this magazine, that provide the cover for the 
hegemonic supremacy of  a class who support, and in turn 
are supported by, capitalism.
For a short while politics appeared to be open to men and 
occasionally women of  all backgrounds. This moment passed 
fairly quickly as the group which sociologists call the upper 
middle class (which Marx would probably refer to as the 
petit bourgeoisie) ensured that politics has become, largely, 
an employment opportunity for people like themselves. 
Moreover, the political class is creating opportunities for their 
own offspring that are not available for others. How many 
politicians are now parts of  dynasties? In the UK, think 
Hilary Benn, Stephen Kinnock and 22 others who are sons, 
daughters, or have other familial relationships to members 
of  parliament. In addition, 90 current MPs employ family 
members as secretaries, researchers etc, with pay averaging 
around £35,000 per annum. This is without counting the 
number of  MPs who employ the sons and daughters of  
other MPs. There are around 3,500 staff  employed by the 
650 MPs and, whilst not all of  them are relatives of  past 
or present MPs, it is no secret that a good number are. 
Stephen Kinnock, for example, was found a job in the 
European Parliament before becoming an MP. Surely it was 
no coincidence that his father was leader of  the Labour Party 
at the time. My point is not that the beneficiaries of  this 
Parliamentary merry-go-round have done anything unlawful, 
but that the extent of  nepotism undermines any claim we 
have that we live in a democracy where all voters are equal. 
Clearly some are more equal than others.

Lots of energy goes into propping 
up the party system, but to what 

end?
Photo by Marilyn Tyzack

© Critical Mass Media Ltd
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Maintaining the status quo
A parliamentary system dominated by a class of  people who have every 
interest in maintaining a status quo of  which they are a major beneficiary 
is not a system capable of  delivering the equal system successive 
generations of  politicians, particularly those supposedly on the left, have 
promised.
I am not of  the opinion that everybody who enters parliament is, by 
definition, corrupt. Clearly, some people enter politics with a set of  ideals 
they imagine that they can promote by being an elected representative.
A number of  studies have discussed the role of  professional socialisation, 
and, whilst I don’t intend to review that research here, the important point 
is that, as much as individuals may feel they can change an institution, the 
evidence all points to the conclusion that you are more likely to change to 
accommodate an institution than it is to accommodate you. In terms of  
politics, the democratic systems we have come to regard as ‘democracy’ 
are liable to exert a powerful pressure on individuals to conform to a set 
of  values which include patriotism, social conservatism and maintenance 
of  the national economy. Indeed, much of  the pressure to conform 
is nationalistic in nature, and woe betide any national politician who is 
regarded as anti-British. That the current Labour Party refuses to allow 
debate on Israel or NATO surely shows how parties tend towards a view 
that is designed to maintain a status quo that is rapidly hurtling toward 
nuclear war or environmental disaster, whilst at the same time denying 
millions of  citizens around the world basic human rights.

What can socialists do?
What, then, is the answer? A flippant response would be revolution. 
Flippant, but not wrong. The problem is that revolutions don’t not 
occur through the wishful thinking of  self-appointed revolutionary 
socialists. They occur when the class that rules loses legitimacy and, whilst 
ruling classes across the globe are certainly losing the respect of  their 
electorates, there is no sign that the majority of  the world’s citizens want 
to do anything more than change one set of  incompetent, self-obsessed 
narcissists for a different set. We are, it seems, conditioned to believe that 
no matter how bad the current system is, there is no viable alternative to it. 
This is particularly frustrating for those who not only realise how bad the 
system is but what an alternative might look like.
As socialists we can do small things in the here and now. Capturing the 
state through so-called democratic means is the least radical option. It 
means putting our faith in representatives of  the class who are responsible 
for the mess we are in. We need to realise that, if  elections were actually 
capable of  radical change, we would not be having them. Voting Labour, 
in particular, is feeding the beast that seeks to devour you. There are, 
undoubtedly, people remaining in the Labour Party who describe 
themselves as socialists. There are those who still support the Palestinians, 
who see NATO as, at least, partly culpable for the Ukrainian War and who 
understand that it is the nature of  the capitalist system that is destroying 
the planet. But, for as long as they are part of  a party whose main 
ambition is political power within that capitalist system, they cannot win 
power for a socialist agenda.
Sadly, the attempt at gradualism which has been part of  the Labour project 
since it’s inception, courtesy of  Sidney and Beatrice Webb, is entirely 
defunct. We have, in all honesty, moved beyond that. We are now in a 
genuine crisis and, for socialists, that means we have to stop providing 
cover for the system in a naive belief  that, if  a politician talks left to get 
elected, they will act left once in power. Perhaps it is time to abandon the 
party system altogether.
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Question
What would you think of  a government which allows its own 
people to die?
I’m asking as a friend.

Judgement
“A government which allows its own people to die?” You think 
for a moment. “Well, they’d be negligent, wouldn’t they? And 
immoral? And dangerous!”
I agree.
So what would you say if  it were your own government?

Anthropospecicide
In the early years of  the 21st Century governments across the 
world are endangering their own populations.
We could go further: they’re endangering their own species.
Our own government, the government of  the UK, is at it too: 
putting the population of  the UK at risk, recklessly engaging in 
anthropospecicide.
“You can’t be serious!” you object. “Anthropospecicide? Isn’t that a 
bit extreme?”
It is extreme. And I am serious.
Anthropospecicide.
It makes genocide look like foreplay.
The in-crowd
Hyperbole?
Alarmism?
Fear mongering?
If  that’s your response then pause a moment. Ask yourself, “Why 
am I reacting in this way? Why would I downplay such a potentially 
appalling risk? Am I getting caught up in some sort of  ‘identity’ 
thing?”

Governmen
ts that k

ill 

their own
 people

You would think that ‘do no harm’ would 
be the first priority of  an elected government, 
but Luke Andreski suggests otherwise in this 
conversation which explores anthropospecide.
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You might even ask, “Am I entangling my sense of  self  in 
rationalisations for inaction? Am I participating in a group think 
which conflates inaction with common sense?”
It’s a good question. It deserves an answer.
Everyone wants common sense and truth and intelligence 
on their side. But in the spotlight of  common sense and 
truth and intelligence there’s no real basis for suggesting that 
climate change inaction can possibly be sensible. In fact, as the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) now tells us, 
the very reverse is true.

The consensus
A statistic:
97% of  the world’s scientists agree that human activity – through 
the production of  greenhouse gases – is the cause of  our current 
cycle of  global warming.
More worrying still, the ‘plausible worst case scenarios’ of  the 
IPCC are over double what most experts consider a ‘manageable’ 
1.5o increase in global temperatures.
We’re risking a catastrophic increase of  4o.
4o
4o – a ‘plausible outcome’ if  our governments continue with the 
palliative, half-hearted measures they’re taking today.
4o – the outcome if  our governments keep talking the talk but not 
walking the walk.
4o – meaning a catastrophe for our species.
Ask any climate scientist… Ask them about the impacts of  a 
4o rise in global temperatures.
Then don’t be surprised if  they break down and cry.
Apocalypto
So, if  we continue as we are, apocalyptic climate change is a real 
possibility: a ‘plausible worst case scenario’. And, with heatwaves 
occurring in the Arctic and Antarctic this spring, this worst case 
scenario seems ever more plausible.
Of  course, there are mavericks who might disagree. “4o is not as 
likely as you’re saying,” they might claim.
Ok.
So suppose 4o  is not VERY likely.
Suppose it’s only just possible. Or even unlikely.
Does that mean we should do nothing?
Better safe
Because, even if  catastrophic global warming were highly unlikely, 
its impact, if  it were to happen, would involve the death of  billions 
of  human beings. It might even jeopardise all complex life on 
Earth.
Therefore, even if  the possibility were truly low (which is no 
longer a common belief  among climate scientists ), then we’d still 
want to take precautions.
Just in case.
It’s called ‘the precautionary principle’.
It’s called ‘better safe than sorry’.

Header photo by 
Jill Dimond on 

Unsplash
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Morality
Morality kicks in at this point, too. (That’s what you’d expect, isn’t  
it?)
Here’s some moral logic:
     Knowing inaction = Action
It’s a truth you already recognise.
To stand beside a shallow pool and watch a child drown when you 
could have saved them would be as bad, morally, as drowning the 
child yourself.
To knowingly allow something terrible to happen is morally 
equivalent to causing it to happen.
The accusation of  anthropospecicide applies to just about every 
government in the world in the 2020s.
They’re aware of  the scientific consensus on climate change.
They know the risks.
They’re not acting….
They might say they are.
They might claim “All’s in hand”.
But they’re not. And it’s not. In some cases, they’re even doing the 
opposite. They’re opening up new oilfields. They are granting new 
drilling permits. They’re pushing for fracking.

A measure of  government
So I’ve drawn up a list (a surprisingly brief  and achievable list) of  
what our governments should be doing – something you can judge 
them by – so you can bring them down or vote them out if  they 
don’t comply.
👉  I&I: Inform and Inspire
Good information is essential for effective action – and it’s 
time our governments shared the very best and most up-to-date 
scientific information with those they govern. Our governments 
must help us understand the best and worst case scenarios in 
relation to climate change and the actions needed to achieve the 
first and avoid the second.
And our governments must inspire hope. All humanity will benefit 
from an equitable and just ecological transformation, from a 
thrilling green revolution.
Our governments need to govern. They need to lead. And they 
must inspire.
👉  Embrace the 3 Rs: Reduce, Re-use, Recycle
Reduction is the most powerful weapon immediately available 
in the battle against climate change: reduction of  energy usage 
through massive programmes of  office, home and factory 
insulation, through our use of  better building materials, through 
energy efficiency and energy retention, through energy recapture 
and re-use. Insulate Britain are correct in their demands. Insulation, 
in terms of  government budgets, is cheap. It’s low hanging fruit in 
the fight against climate change.
Re-use must also become central to human industry and 
technology – mirroring the cyclical processes in nature where the 
waste products of  one process become the pillars of  existence of  
another.
Recycling, the little sister of  Reduction and Re-use, is energy 
expensive, but is nonetheless crucial and must be embraced to 
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avoid waste and ecological harm.
The three Rs must become government policy: Reduce, Re-
use, Recycle… and thrive.
Do nothing… and endanger the future of  life on Earth.
👉  Meat and dairy
Governments must enable a transition to vegetarian and then 
vegan diets, through encouraging changes in farming, through 
taxation of  meat and dairy products, through developing 
alternative protein sources (e.g. microbial fermentation), and 
through education.
We must eventually all become vegans.
It’s not a dietary choice. It’s a tactic for human survival.
👉  Invest
Our governments must invest in an environmental revolution. Not 
the palliative tweaking we see now which will only usher in climate 
and social disaster, but massive investment in the greening of  
power generation and distribution, of  transport systems, housing 
and buildings, farming and land use.

Invest now and prevent catastrophe.
It’ll be money well spent. It’ll be the best money we’ll ever spend.
👉  Use the tools we already have
This is dull but effective: governments must use the tools they 
already possess to facilitate a green transformation:
 • Tighten and adapt existing legislation (e.g. on 
house-building standards to reduce carbon footprints; on water 
company wastage, pollution and water utilisation; on land-use, to 
encourage local production and consumption, biodiversity and 
rewilding).
 • Use taxation to incentivise green development 
and penalise activities, industries or products which generate 
greenhouse gasses or degrade the environment.
 • Immediately halt any subsidies or government 
investments facilitating fossil fuel industries. These and additional 
revenues should be used to decarbonise these industries, reskilling 
their workforces in green technologies and enabling a transition to 
green energy supplies.
 • Redirect International Development Budgets to 
exclusively support sustainability initiatives in other countries.
 • Utilise existing state or government assets to 
support sustainability measures across each nation.
These tools are all already in our government’s possession. They 
must use them.
👉  Rewilding and forestry
Our governments must implement mass rewilding and 
reforestation, to generate carbon sinks and protect and encourage 
biodiversity. Deforestation has to stop. Banning blood sports will 
also assist in enhancing biodiversity, in addition to being, morally, 
the right thing to do.
👉  Transport
It’s essential for governments to encourage less travel and 
more home/in-community working. They must provide green 
alternatives to private transport, including:
 • Agile, flexible and potentially free electric bus 
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services
 • Cheap or free trains, powered by green electricity
 • Electric cars as a service (community or public 
ownership)
👉  Resilience
We are entering uncharted territory. Climate change has begun 
and its impacts will be felt increasingly by every nation across 
the globe. All governments must take action to create localised 
resilience in energy, water, food and health care. Decentralisation 
and devolvement are key to our future sustainability and survival.
👉  Set demanding targets
Governments across the world must set urgent decarbonisation 
and green transition targets for all the internal departments or 
bureaus they oversee and for the external areas they regulate. 
The targets must be monitored annually, aiming to accelerate 
decarbonisation and environmental protection wherever possible. 
The pathetic commitments of  COP26 are insufficient.
👉  Population
Governments must encourage population stabilisation through 
the key measures of  providing health, food and energy security, 
providing equitable education for girls and women and ensuring 
female emancipation across the globe. These are the best 
contraceptives money can buy.
That’s it.
It’s not a long list.
Given the critical importance of  the issue, it’s a comparatively 
short list.
👉  I&I: Inform and Inspire
👉  Reduce, Re-use, Recycle
👉  Discourage meat and dairy consumption; enable alternatives
👉  Invest in greening industry and the economy
👉  Use the tools governments already have: legislation, taxation,
investment/divestment
👉  Re-forest and re-wild
👉  Provide public transport which is cheap, accessible and
sustainable
👉  Build for resilience and disaster mitigation
👉  Set demanding environmental targets
👉  Encourage stable populations through economic and gender
justice
It’s time for our governments to turn away from 
anthropospecicide. It’s time for them to take these pragmatic and 
achievable actions to combat climate change and preserve the 
biological world.
If  they don’t, we must be rid of  them, and elect new governments 
in their place.

It’s time for our 
governments to turn away 
from anthropospecicide. 

It’s time for them to 
take these pragmatic 

and achievable actions to 
combat climate change 

and preserve the biological 
world.
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ON Tuesday April 
5th lawmakers in 
Oklahoma, USA, 

voted on a measure to send a 
bill, Senate Bill 612, making 
performing an abortion “except 
to save the life of  a pregnant 
woman in a medical emergency” 
a felony which would be 
punishable by up to 10 years in 
prison and a $100,000 fine.

The Oklahoma House voted 70 to 14 to send the bill, which 
passed the Senate last year, to Governor Kevin Stitt, a Republican 
whose office responded by saying that Mr Stitt had vowed last 
September to sign “every piece of  pro-life legislation” which came 
to his desk. And, if  Mr Stitt signs the bill, it would take effect on 
August 26th, according to the Senate clerk’s office.

After Texas implemented its six-week abortion ban last autumn, 
women there were forced to resort to travelling to clinics in 
Oklahoma City and Wichita, and women in Oklahoma, who 
couldn’t get appointments there because of  increased demand, also 
travelled to Kansas, which is now likely to see the same increase as 
was seen in Oklahoma.

Abortion clinics overwhelmed
Abortion clinics in nearby states are already overwhelmed, with 
clinics in Wichita seeing patients from the South and clinics on the 
Kansas side of  the Kansas City metro area seeing patients from 
Missouri.

“We’re seeing a majority of  out-of-state patients at both of  our A
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S It seems we have 
been fighting the 
battle for womens’ 
r e p r o d u c t i v e 
rights  for over 60 
years. Now Susie 
Granic reports, the 
American right 
are  pushing back.

https://creatingsocialism.org/this-assault-on-womens-rights-could-also-indicate-that-the-supreme-courts-six-conservative-justices-are-prepared-to-attack-established-legal-precedent-that-has-protected-reproductive/
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clinics. In Oklahoma City that means we’re seeing about 60 percent 
patients from Texas. In Wichita, what we’ve seen in the past couple 
months is patients from Oklahoma who have to leave their own 
communities because they can’t get appointments due to the influx 
of  patients from Texas,”  Trust Women Communications Director, 
Zachary Gingrich-Gaylord, said.
If  the court upholds the law, what will this mean for Roe v. Wade, 
the 1973 decision which established a constitutional right to 
abortion and which prohibited states from banning the procedure 
before foetal viability, or around 23 weeks? Already, from Florida 
to Idaho, Republican-led state legislatures have been operating as 
though Roe has already been struck down, advancing restrictions 
which aim to make abortion illegal in as many circumstances as 
possible.
Emily Wales, interim president and chief  executive of  Planned 
Parenthood Great Plains, which operates two of  the four abortion 
clinics in Oklahoma, planned to challenge the legislation in court, 
Ms. Wales said: “This ban is more in line with the traditional bans 
that have been blocked in the past. So we are fairly confident 
that, as long as Roe remains the law of  the land, there is a path to 
blocking this.”

Pro-lifers happy
The pro-lifers are over the moon of  course, caring little for 
what this will mean for women desperately needing an abortion 
for whatever reason, and there are many. They could be socio-
economic reasons, medical conditions, the woman could be having 
relationship problems, they could already have as many children 
as they want or can support or they may feel themselves too 
young, or too old, to have children. A myriad of  valid reasons, yet 
others, who would not be impacted one iota by their abortions, are 
allowed to have their say in the matter.
Representative Jim Olsen, a Republican from Roland, and the 
House author of  the bill, said,“Obviously, I’m thrilled because we 
have the potential of  seeing many lives of  babies saved — part 
of  that depends on future court rulings” such as the one in the 
Mississippi case, Dobbs v. Jackson.

It is a woman’s choice
What these pro-lifers fail to understand is that, no matter their 
cries of  “you can adopt the baby out when it’s born” and so on, 
the woman has to carry the baby to term and this will undoubtedly 
impact her life and quite possibly have job repercussions or will 
affect her studies if  she is still in university or indeed, school. It 
should always be the woman’s choice.
Many states in the USA seem intent on rolling the clock back to 
the days when women were forced to have backstreet abortions 
which often resulted in either death or long-term medical 
conditions, but thank goodness some are retaining their sanity. 
Rebecca Tong, co-executive director of  Trust Women, which 
operates a clinic providing abortions in Oklahoma City,  said the 
clinic “will remain open so long as we can still be of  service to the 
people of  Oklahoma.”
“We will not be deterred from providing compassionate health care 
to our patients — many of  whom are our neighbours, colleagues, 
and family.
Compassionate health care should of  course be the aim of  any 
civilised nation, but only too often it is not.

What these pro-lifers 
fail to understand is 
that, no matter their 

cries of  “you can adopt 
the baby out when it’s 
born” and so on, the 

woman has to carry the 
baby to term and this 

will undoubtedly impact 
her life

https://trustwomen.org/
https://www.history.com/topics/womens-rights/roe-v-wade
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When Dave Middleton wrote last week, 
in relation to reports of  war crimes by 
Russia in Ukraine, that war itself  is 

the crime, he was not just expressing the view of  
pacifist, softy, lefty snowflakes. Ernest Hemingway, 
no less, wrote,

Never think that war, no matter how necessary, 
nor how justified, is not a crime.
The Good Life According to Hemingway (ed. Ecco, 2008)
He went on to say that, once you are in a war, you have to 
win because ‘defeat brings worse things than any that can 
ever happen in war.’
Ukraine has certainly taken his advice to heart. Its 
determined resistance has seen off  the immediate threat 
of  Russian conquest and regime change. But the battle for 
territorial control in the South and East of  the country 
continues. As I write this, a week ahead of  publication, it 
would be folly to speculate on the military situation and how 
it will develop in the days ahead. But the war of  words is 
certainly escalating.

East versus West
The Zelenskyy government has consistently argued that they 
are in the front line of  an ideological battle between Western 
values of  liberal democracy and the totalitarian threat coming 
from the East. Although they must have known that NATO 
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War is not just fought on the 
battleground, but since the invention 
of  the press through the fith estate 
Mike Stanton  cautions about 
believing what you read.

Never think 
that war, no 
matter how 

necessary, nor 
how justified, is 

not a crime.

https://creatingsocialism.org/ukraine-war-is-the-crime/
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membership was a very distant prospect and that admission 
to the EU was a lengthy process, Ukraine’s leaders had talked 
up both NATO and EU membership before the invasion in 
order to demonstrate their desire to align with the West.
One possible outcome of  the war is that NATO membership 
will be abandoned and Ukraine’s neutrality guaranteed, like 
that of  Austria, who, as part of  the post WW2 settlement, 
adopted a constitution which forbids it to enter military 
alliances. But EU membership is likely to be accelerated once 
a peace settlement is negotiated.
Once the invasion began, the rhetoric was stepped up. 
Now Ukraine really was in the front line, and the argument 
goes that, if  Ukraine falls, it will not be the end of  Putin’s 
ambition. He will target the rest of  the old Warsaw pact 
countries, with Poland and the Baltic States most at risk. And 
he may not stop there.

Challenge the rhetoric
This is the line being pushed by Ukrainian politicians as they 
tour the capitals of  Europe. It aligns with the statements 
coming from some NATO hawks and it has had an impact. 
Polls carried out in six EU countries: Spain, France, Italy, 
Germany, Netherlands and Greece, found a majority of  the 
public believed that the war in Ukraine increased the threat 
to their own countries. Hence the remarkable degree of  unity 
between EU and NATO countries over the need to apply 
sanctions to Russia and supply arms to Ukraine.
It is possible to challenge this rhetoric. Indeed Critical Mass 
has done this since the war began, alongside Stop The War, 
CND, and much of  the extra parliamentary left. But our 
reach is small compared to the superstar status accorded to 
Zelenskyy by much of  our media. And with the Labour Party 
hardening its pro-NATO position and whipping Campaign 
Group MPs into line, opinion in the UK is probably similar 
to that of  our European neighbours.
The rhetoric is now being stepped up as a result of  revelations 
of  Russian atrocities against the population in areas which have 
been retaken by Ukrainian forces. Rape, torture and massacre of  
civilians are war crimes, and the perpetrators deserve to be tracked 
down and prosecuted. But Zelenskyy has declared that these 
crimes are evidence of  genocidal intent by Russia towards Ukraine. 
Speaking at the UN, he said they are ‘the most heinous war crimes 
of  all time since the Second World War.’

Nazism was not unique
Equating Putin to Hitler ups the rhetorical ante. The popular view 
is that Nazism was a unique aberration, marked by genocide and 
unprecedented levels of  war crimes against civilian populations. 
Hitler fooled a lot of  people, and it took a world war to stop him. 
Zelenskyy’s message to the UN was essentially, don’t get fooled 
again. Join Ukraine in its war against the new Hitler.
But there is plenty of  evidence that Nazism was not unique. Both 
fascism as a political ideology and the Nazis’ inhumanity have 
found plenty of  imitators since the end of  World War 2. I grew 
up in the era of  the Vietnam War when the USA used napalm on 

Believe some of what you read (unless it’s 
in Critical Mass)

Photo from https://www.flickr.com/
photos/45909111@N00/

https://www.politico.eu/article/poll-show-european-back-ukraine-path-to-eu-membership/
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civilians and chemical weapons like agent orange which caused 
birth deformities. Whole villages were massacred and Viet Cong 
detainees were tortured and executed. British troops behaved 
abominably during the uprising in Kenya from 1952-60. The 
civilian population of  Algeria suffered atrocities at the hands of  
the French during their struggle for freedom.
Pol Pot in Cambodia, the Contras in Nicuaragua, national 
liberation struggles in Mozambique and Angola against the fascist 
regime in Portugal, ethnic cleansing in the War of  Succession in 
former Yugoslavia, the current war in Yemen, Israel’s apartheid 
against Palestinians, wars in Afghanistan, Syria, Somalia and 
Eritrea, Chinese treatment of  Uighurs, Myanmar’s treatment of  
the Rohingya . . . I could Google some more, these are just the 
ones that spring immediately to mind . . . Putin in Chechnya and 
Georgia, Turkey versus the Kurds, the Iran-Iraq war . . . the litany 
of  evil goes on and on. Are Russia’s actions heinous? Yes. Are they 
more heinous than all of  these? I don’t think so.

The danger of  such rhetoric
The reason why the escalating rhetoric from Ukrainian sources is 
so dangerous is twofold. One it diminishes previous catastrophes 
in ways which are offensive to those of  us with long memories 
and makes it tempting to dismiss legitimate Ukrainian claims as 
hyperbole. We saw this in the recent vote to remove Russia from 
the United Nations Human Rights Council. Although it was passed 
by 93-24 with 58 abstentions, these votes were far fewer than 
those cast by the 140-plus members who supported resolutions 
last month to blame Russia for the humanitarian crisis in Ukraine, 
protect civilians and call for an immediate cease-fire.
Two: much is made of  this being an atrocity that is happening 
in Europe. It does not yet match up to the treatment of  Bosniak 
Muslims by Serbian forces in 1995, but they were Muslims, after 
all. This atrocity is happening to people like us, white Europeans. 
And it is the white European heads of  state in the EU and NATO 
who risk us being drawn into ever closer conflict with Russia.

Putin is wrong. His war would be a criminal endeavour even if  his 
forces had not committed war crimes. But we have to deal with 
him, not destroy him, unless you are prepared to countenance the 
mutually assured destruction of  a nuclear war.
Zelenskyy is a courageous leader, and the Ukrainian people have 
fought valiantly. But they are not all paragons of  virtue. Azov 
Battalion anybody? And the Yemenis, to take one example, must 
wonder how it is that Western powers, primarily the UK and the 
USA, who have been arming their Saudi oppressors for the last 
eight years, are able to present themselves as defenders of  freedom 
in Ukraine.
Escalating the war of  words risks escalating the real war of  bombs 
and bullets and even nuclear weapons if  more nations get involved. 
We have no difficulty dismissing Putin’s excuses and obfuscations. 
But Russia does not have a monopoly on lies, any more than 
Ukraine has with the truth. The alternative is to tone down the 
rhetoric and amplify the voices for a ceasefire and a negotiated 
peace settlement. For that to happen we have to challenge the 
current perceptions and question the language being used by the 
protagonists.

Putin is wrong. His 
war would be a criminal 
endeavour even if  his 

forces had not committed 
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assured destruction of  a 

nuclear war.
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Ever thought about why we need bosses? I have and I’ve never 
been able to understand why we need them. What are 
bosses for other than to earn more than us and 

tell us what to do? But we don’t need anyone to tell us 
what to do, and we certainly don’t need them to 
earn more than we do! We are perfectly capable of  
managing our own lives and working together 
collectively to create real wealth for the 
common good.

So why do we have bosses? Because it’s a great 
way for them to maintain control over us 
and a great way of  making us accept that 
we are worth less than we actually are. 
Now I guess some of  us have worked 
for an inspirational boss at one time 
or another. But for every good 
boss, there must be a least a 
dozen poor ones. They 
tend to range from 
the ones who just 
aren’t up to it to 
those who are 
careerists, 
desperate 
to climb 
the 
greasy 
pole, 
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What is a boss for? Not just 
for Christmas that’s for sure. 
But what exactly do they do? 
Howard Thorp suggests not 

enough to justify their existence.



34

who see each job as a stepping stone to the top, and, of  
course, some are just downright bullies.

Why do we put up with them?
So why do we put up with them? I’m not a psychologist, but 
it’s not too difficult to see why. We are socialised into it. As 
children, we look up to our parents – the ‘grown-ups’ who 
comfort and protect us. Then we go to school and are trained 
to accept the authority of  another grown-up – the teacher.
When we finish education, we are often starting on the 
bottom rung of  the ladder in a large organisation. We accept 
that those who’ve been there longer than we have have more 
experience and therefore prestige. So it seems natural that we 
defer to them. But is it? Respect should always be earned – 
not taken for granted. You can accept that someone knows 
more than you and seek to learn from them, but that is not 
something that requires deference.
The system works well for those at the very top as we saw 
in the 2008 banking crash debacle. These top bods claim 
they are special people. Without them businesses and 
organisations couldn’t be run properly – but… er… were the 
banks run properly? And were any of  the people who caused 
a global financial crash ever held to account? Didn’t they end 
up richer? More recently we have seen Peter Hebblethwaite, 
CEO of  P&O Ferries, being ‘grilled’ by MPs over the ‘fire 
and rehire’ scandal. This guy is the ‘leader’ of  that company. 
Do we seriously think that no one else could have handled it 
better? I doubt it.

We don’t need bosses
So why do we tolerate these people? – especially when there 
is plenty of  evidence that we just don’t need them. Let’s go 
back to the start of  this century when there was an economic 
crisis in Argentina. Years of  corruption and privatisation 
led to a run on the banks. While the rich took their money 
and ran, ordinary Argentinians were left in the lurch, unable 
to access their bank accounts. Businesses went bust, and, in 
many cases, bosses just abandoned their businesses, making 
the workers jobless.
But many of  the jobless refused to give up – they took over 
the abandoned businesses and kept them going. Many are 
still successful and are still owned as worker co-operatives. 
Not all successful co-operative businesses start in this way 
though. The US company W L Gore and Associates is very 
successful, and it doesn’t have any bosses. Don’t believe me? 
Then read this article. You’ll probably know the company 
because it makes Gore-Tex. In fact, the company topped the 
UK Sunday Times “100 Best Companies to Work For” list 
for four consecutive years, 2004–2007.
The hierarchy that surrounds us is manufactured hogwash. 
There is nothing natural or desirable about it. It is maintained 
because it suits the purposes of  those at the top who cream 
off  the wealth from society and require us to accept less as 
a consequence. Attacks on this system are described as sour 

Bosses need special skills that they convince you 
only they have. Exactly what those skills are is 

something of a mystery though.
Photos by Kelly Sikkema on Unsplash
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http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/in_depth/business/2007/creditcrunch/default.stm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Argentine_economic_crisis
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2008/nov/02/gore-tex-textiles-terri-kelly
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grapes or envy – but they 
would be wouldn’t they? 
It’s not envy to want social 
and economic justice and to 
rid ourselves of  a ‘class’ of  
people who add no value to 
our lives but benefit from our 
labour and our acquiescence 
to their authority.

Cooperatives
One of  the weaknesses of  
the left has been its failure 
to understand the pivotal 
importance of  worker 
cooperatives. If  we want to 
transform our economy into 
one that is just, cooperatives 
are key to that transformation. 
Everyone is equal. Decisions 
are made collectively. And 
cooperatives are generally 
more successful than private 
companies, they are rooted in 
the local community and they 
don’t downsize or outsource. 
If  you want to find out more 
about a life free from bosses, 
a good place to start is the 
Democracy Collaborative. As 
they say:

“At the heart of  today’s multiplying and 
intersecting crises is an extractive economy. 
By its fundamental design, today’s corporate 
capitalist system takes wealth that would 
otherwise reside in local communities and 
concentrates it in the hands of  a small elite, 
while depleting the planet, entrenching systemic 
racism and shredding our social fabric.”

The beauty of  cooperatives is that you can start one 
anywhere, anytime. You don’t even need a sympathetic 
government or local authority to do it successfully – 
although it helps. In the UK one inspiring example 
is The Preston Model of  community wealth building 
which was derived from working with the Democracy 
Collaborative. At a time of  low wages and a cost of  
living crisis cooperatives are more important then 
ever. So, let’s get cracking! It’s time to ditch our bosses’ 
hierarchical nonsense and build a better future for all.

The beauty of  cooperatives 
is that you can start one 
anywhere, anytime. You 

don’t even need a sympathetic 
government or local authority 

to do it successfully

https://democracycollaborative.org/about
https://www.preston.gov.uk/communitywealthbuilding
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I am writing this article sitting in the library of  a 
university that not so long ago was a polytechnic. 
There is a pass around my neck that lets me 

through the door and the security guard was no more 
unfriendly to me than anyone else when I arrived.

Even so I shouldn’t really be here, at least not in the opinion of  a 
government, most of  whom went to public schools and then to 
universities where the walls were covered with ivy rather than made 
of  concrete.

Minimum Entry Requirements
My impression from the consultation document issued by the 
government is that they will make it harder for people like me 
to enter higher education. They include requiring applicants to 
have either GCSE level 4 passes in Maths and English, or the 
equivalent to two E grades at A Level.

They claim this is to prevent universities from recruiting students 
who aren’t ready for higher education, or recruiting them onto 
courses that won’t help them get a graduate level job. Instead, they 
will be ‘encouraged’ to take up apprenticeships or other kinds of  
study.

Exemptions
In a statement reported by the BBC the Department for Education 
express concern that “not all students receive the same high quality 
of  teaching” and that they “need to ensure that we are creating 
opportunities that will not only open doors but will develop the 
talent our country needs to prosper now and in the future.”

There may be an exemption for mature students, the group I 

Education shouldn’tbe just for the 

Education is protected under the UN 
Human Rights Charter, but only at primary 
level. Adam Colclough  argues that higher 
education  is becoming available only for 
the privileged few.
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https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1057091/HE_reform_command-paper-web_version.pdf
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/education-60491719
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belong to being one, but that does not make me feel any less 
angered by what is going on. If  I were applying now instead of  in 
2016 I’d feel less confident of  getting a place and might not even 
have given it a go.

Class Divisions
There is a tangle of  assumptions and prejudices contained in these 
plans to rival the gordian knot. What they amount to is a not all 
that covert attempt to reserve higher education for the upper 
middle classes. The class most politicians hail from.

For a start asking for two GCSE passes in Maths and English while 
seeming practical, hides a bias against state school pupils who may 
have struggled to get good grades at GCSE, because they haven’t 
had access to the support because the funding for it has long since 
been erased by austerity.

There is also the impact of  being one of  the 4.5 million children 
currently living in poverty to be considered. It is hard to 
concentrate on jumping through the outmoded hoops of  the exam 
system when you’re cold, hungry, and not sure if  you’ll have a roof  
over your head this time next week.

Being able to read, write and use numbers are vital skills for life let 
alone getting into university, schools should have the resources to 
help every student learn them. Instead, successive governments, 
including the Labour ones of  1997/2010 have sliced and diced the 
education system with endless targets, initiatives and academisation 
to the point where it is almost set up to fail.

Utilitarian Degrees
Then there is the claim this will stop students wasting three years 
studying for a ‘mickey mouse’ degree that won’t get them a job. 
Like classics perhaps? Isn’t the current PM a graduate in that 
subject? While I’d rather he didn’t have his current job, being fluent 
in a couple of  dead languages hasn’t held him back.

The inference seems to be that its ok for the elite to study esoteric 
subjects with little or no practical use. For you, I, and the kids 
in the next street filing out their UCAS forms things are entirely 
more utilitarian. We should only be taught those things that we can 
employ to turn a profit for our masters.

There is no shame in doing practical work, a degree is the badge of  
neither intellect nor merit in and of  itself. What higher education 
does is teach people to think, question and challenge. It invites 
us all to develop who we are, not just learn the skills that make us 
useful at generating profits.

Education For All
This points up what is at the root of  changes that can only, along 
with exorbitant tuition fees, make higher education increasingly 
something only the lucky few will be able to enjoy. Those who 
hold power fear working people gaining an education and will do 

Education is a human right. Everybody should have 
access to every level of education.

Photo by Marilyn Tyzack 
© Critical Mass Media Ltd

all they can to prevent them 
doing so.

The paranoia of  the elite about 
the possibility of  working-
class people getting into higher 
education has grown as ever 
more of  us do so, 28% of  
18-year-olds from deprived 
backgrounds applied to study at 
university last year, compared to 
18% in 2013.

These proposals are open to 
consultation which closes on 
6th May. Education to the 
highest level is the right of  every 
individual. Socialists, whatever 
else we disagree on, are united 
on this point. We should actively 
oppose every attempt to take it 
away.

There is no shame in doing 
practical work, a degree 
is the badge of  neither 

intellect nor merit in and of  
itself.

https://creatingsocialism.org/tory-assault-on-education/
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Another inspirational figure in the Critical Mass 
series

Caroline Playne was an inspiration to many in the 
early part of  last century, and hopefully her life 
and work will become increasingly well known 

and continue to inspire those who work for peace.

A campaigner and independent thinker, Caroline Playne worked 
tirelessly for peace throughout her life. She was born in 1857 
in Gloucestershire, but little is known about her early life. Soon 
after the turn of  the century, she recognised the threat of  war 
and in 1904 she was a founder member of  Britain’s National 
Peace Council, set up to support the action of  the International 
Court in The Hague. She was active in many organisations, 
including the Church of  England Peace League, the Hampstead 
Peace Society and the League of  Peace and Freedom. She also 
attended and spoke at peace conferences, both at home and 
abroad. She supported ‘enemy aliens’ after the start of  the 
First World War, specifically as part of  the Society of  Friends’ 
Emergency Committee for the Assistance of  Germans, Austrians 
and Hungarians in Distress. These people found themselves 
increasingly vilified and without accommodation and other 
essentials. 

Fiction
One of  her early works was a work of  fiction, The Terror of  the 
Magdurghotts, one of  two novels which she wrote, based on a 
conflict between two groups on a fictitious Scottish island. The 
protagonists remarked on the rivals as ‘not behaving as though 
composed of  rational beings but delighting in preparations for 
fighting and devastating‘. These words foreshadowed observations 
she was to make about the approaching war. 

Academic work
Playne also wrote five works of  non-fiction, including a biography 
of  the Austrian peace campaigner, Bertha von Suttner. She 
produced a detailed and original study of  the mentality of  the 
British people before and during the First World War. Her work 
was based on her extensive reading and her observations of  the 
pressures and influences on the public. It contained numerous 

Caroline Playne - peace campaigner

In the latest in her series of  
inspirational figures from our history 
Jo Buchanan  looks at ninetheenth 
century author and peace campaigner 
Caroline Playne
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quotations and references, and her analysis of  group processes and 
the force of  the crowd contributed to the social psychology of  
the time. She kept records of  life on the home front, which added 
to accounts of  the period’s cultural history, and she contributed 
to the historical debates about pacifism, dissent, nationalism and 
international relations.
She was determined to understand people’s minds in wartime and 
the causes of  war and focussed on group psychology. She decided 
to note and record “all that I could about the prevailing mental 
fever and alienation from standards of  sanity”.

The crowd mind
Playne was familiar with the scholarship of  the crowd. At the 
time she was writing, crowd behaviour was generally considered 
negative, involving primitive levels of  emotion. Subsequent 
studies have modified this view, but there are many examples of  
people behaving in crowds in ways they would not as individuals. 
Playne was very concerned about the loss of  reason, the effects 
of  propaganda, the hostility towards dissenters and outsiders, 
the growing nationalism: “The psychosis of  nationalism blinded 
people”. She used the term ‘contagion’ to describe the way 
ideas and beliefs spread through a crowd, often encouraged by 
politicians and the press. The press, the Northcliffe press in 
particular, was influenced to a large extent by the government, the 
military and newspaper proprietors. Playne believed the emotive 
language and symbols at the time perpetuated the hatred of  
Germany. 

Overlooked
Research into women’s campaigns in the early twentieth century 
has overlooked Playne. She has been championed by Richard 
Espley of  London University who wrote: “She has not been 
discovered and celebrated by the growing body of  published work 
on women in pacifist and other radical movements in the early 
20th century”. She is sometimes referenced for her observational 
detail recorded during the war years. Her diaries about day-to-day 
life are in the library in Senate House at London University where 
she donated all her work before she died.

Have we learned?
Can we learn from some of  the early peace campaigners such as 
Caroline Playne? Playne was not hesitant when it came to standing 
up for justice and speaking in protest against the nationalism and 
propaganda that fuelled hatred and prejudice. More than likely, 
were Playne with us today, she would make the same comments 
on crowd behaviour and the bias of  the press now as she made 
over 100 years ago. We can see how easily the media, world events, 
governments and individuals can induce feelings to run high and 
rumours and prejudice to spread.
It is shocking that over the years we have not learned from the 
many wars between different groups of  the human race and that 
a campaigner’s pursuit of  peace early last century and her wise 
words are still so relevant today. With the threat from the climate 
crisis growing every day, we should surely be promoting peace 
and amicable co-existence and working towards reducing growth, 
curtailing emissions and sharing the resources of  the planet. 
Playne’s notes and diaries courtesy of  Senate House, London.
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‘Twas May and the slimy Cons
Did want to get all our votes
But they lie to us, the electorate
And write themselves credit notes.

Beware voting for the lying Cons,
Their hands that grab, their 
mouths that lie.
They’ll never ever tell the truth,
Who’d vote for them?  Not I.

We must take our vorpal votes in 
hand,
Long time the Tories have been 
here.
Let’s vote them out!  Them and 
their gout!
And not allow them anywhere 
near.

And while we’re here to vote them 
out,
We could call a National strike.
That would bring the country to 
its knees
And tell the Tories to take a hike.

One strike.  Two strikes.  Maybe 
more
And the country would grind to a 
halt.
Our collective power would show 
this shower,
Because it’s they who are truly at 
fault.

We could slay this Torywock,
And then we’d be dancing in the 
streets.
What a wonderful day!  Hoorah, 
hooray!
When it’s goodbye to the Tory 
cheats.

‘Twas Strike time and the Greedy 
Cons
Did just what the people said.
We’ll be so glad!  They’ll be so sad
When our National Strike turfs 
them all out of bed.

The End

The Torywocky
Mel Cakey
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Ten Minute Fiction.

Once upon a sometime in the early 1980s, 
there was a man named Phillip Allen 
aged forty-six.  He worked as a freelance 
sound engineer in some of the smaller 
theatres, conference centres and even some 
nightclubs.  He was also a keen naturalist. 

Most of his Sundays and Bank holidays were 
spent in the New Forest.  He would spend 
whole days trekking through the trees and 
clearings, cataloguing the flora and fauna 
and especially the fungi which was where 
most of his fascination lay. 

He had learned the names of all the local 
mushrooms and toadstools and eventually 
had the confidence to forage and bring home 
and eat some of the specimens he found.  He 
knew there was a fine line between edible 
and poisonous fungi and was as cautious 
as possible.  Sometimes he had to sadly 
discard what he had originally thought to 
be fit for human consumption when a small 
nagging doubt would not stop gnawing at 
him.  Every time he was in doubt as to his 
identification skills, he remembered “Better 
safe than sorry, Phillip”, as his Grandmother 
used to tell him when he was about to do 
something dubious.

One day Phillip read an article in one of 
his Nature magazines about the possibility 
of plants and trees having intelligence and 
even being able to communicate with each 
other.  He read all about something called 
Mycelium.  It was contained in all plants and 
in fungi and how it grew down into the soil, 
like very fine roots and created a web of fine 

The Plant Whisperer.

Have you ever been potty in love 
with someone? Mel Cakey’s latest 
story finds love in the dirtI think it is 
important to begin by stating what this review will be and what it 

filaments.  These filaments reached out and 
joined to others, creating the Mycorrhizal 
Network and allowing plants to share 
information.  If there was an incoming 
insect infestation then these plants could 
pass that knowledge on to other plants and 
they would get ready with their anti-insect 
chemicals.  If there was a shortage of water, 
the plants knew about it.  If there was an 
abundance of nutrients in a certain place, the 
plants knew about it.  Phillip was fascinated. 

He could not think of anything else for 
the next few days.  After mis-wiring some 
speakers in a conference hall and then 
almost electrocuting the Manager with a 
microphone, Phillip had an astounding 
idea.  He would create a device that could 
pick up the soundwaves of the Mycorrhizal 
Network!  He had all the equipment to make 
it, he was sure he could make it work.  If 
there were sounds to pick up, he would be 
the person to pick them up.

He knew it would have to be an extremely 
sensitive piece of equipment but he was 
an expert and was very determined.  After 
doing a bit of research and reading through 
several books at the local library, Phillip 
began working on a recording machine with 
bio-sonification modules. They would pick 
up the sounds made by the bio-rhythms 
of the plants, or, in this case, fungi, and 
turn those sounds into music.  All Phillip 
had to do was place electrodes onto his 
chosen specimen and somehow translate 
the resulting notes into something he could 
understand.  That part may take some 
effort and a certain amount of luck to create 
a translator, but he was confident it was 
possible, given time and dedication.  It was 
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said that music is the universal language 
of mankind, did that also include plants?  
Phillip optimistically presumed it did.

Over the next several weeks, Phillip built 
his machine.  It was a metal box, about the 
size of a very large shoe box.  It contained 
several feet of wire, three circuit boards and 
a small tape recorder.  Phillip named it The 
Fungificator Device or FD for short.  It could 
of course be used on any plant within reason 
but this one was aimed at fungi first and 
foremost.  

When it was finished, he took it from the 
shed to the lounge where he put it on the 
dining table next to his beloved Peace Lily.  
She would be his first subject.  He pulled up 
a chair and sat. 

“Hello Lillianna”, he said to his plant; the 
favourite out of his collection of about 
twelve.  “I’m going to put some electrodes 
on a couple of your leaves, I’ll be very 
gentle!”  As carefully as he could, Phillip 
clipped them onto two of Lillianna’s leaves 
and plugged his headphones into the FD.  
He heard nothing.  He turned the volume 
up a little.  Still nothing.  He turned it up 
higher… 

There!  He heard a faint hum!  He turned the 
volume up higher still and swallowed hard. 

“You’re looking beautiful today, Lillianna”, 
he told his plant.  He listened in excitement 
as the hum became a bit louder and then the 
tone rose.  Just a little but it was definitely 
audible.  Phillip missed a breath.  “Lilianna, 
are you thirsty?  Would you like a drink?” he 
asked.  The tone he heard stayed the same.  
Phillip knew he had watered her recently so 
she probably was not in need of more water.  
“So, you’re happy at the moment?” he said, 
satisfied with his conclusion.  “Thank you 
very much for your assistance, Lillianna.  I 
shall take the electrodes off you now”.

Phillip sat very still in the chair and 
marvelled at his genius.  He was pretty sure 
that the FD would be alright for yes/no 

questions but if only he could decipher the 
hum into something easier to understand; 
could he translate the sounds into words?  
That would need more work and more 
research.

After six weeks of studying how to, then 
building a translator using bits and pieces 
from his mostly unused Commodore 64 
computer, Phillip sat down again with 
Lillianna the Peace Lily.  He plugged his 
headphones into the FD, placed electrodes 
gently on two of Lillianna’s leaves and 
switched on.

“Hello Lillianna”, said Phillip, “You are 
more beautiful than the last time we 
spoke.”  He heard the hum that he had 
heard before.  He spoke again.  “Would you 
like a drink, Lillianna?” he said.  The hum 
slowly changed into what sounded like 
a hiss.  “Shall I give you a drink of water, 
Lillianna?”  Phillip heard a “y” sound 
through his headphones and then the hiss 
repeated itself.  Lillianna had said “yes”!  
Phillip tore off his headphones and rushed 
to the kitchen to fill his little houseplant 
watering can.  He raced back to the table, 
replaced the headphones and spoke to his 
plant.  “Here comes your drink, Lillianna”, 
he said and began pouring a slow, steady 
stream of water into Lillianna’s planter. 

He heard the humming sound and then 
a long, drawn out “Gooooooood” from 
Lillianna. 

Phillip’s eyebrows shot up to his slowly 
receding hairline.  He sat frozen for a few 
seconds in utter amazement.  This was 
it!  He had done it!  He, Phillip Allen, had 
invented the most fabulous device known 
to mankind.  It would change the world.  It 
would make him famous.  It would make 
him rich.  Lillianna spoke again, “Mooooore 
driiiinnnk” she said, “moooooore”.  Phillip 
poured some more water into the planter 
and stared in disbelief at his beloved 
Lillianna. 

“Lillianna, you are the most wonderful plant 
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in the whole world”, he said and kissed her 
leaves.

Over the next two months, Phillip forgot all 
about his plan to talk to the fungi in the New 
Forest.  He had been sitting and talking to 
Lillianna for hours at a time, only stopping 
when he got very hungry or to visit the 
bathroom.  He had not been working but 
had spent time refining the translator of the 
FD and now he and Lillianna had complete 
conversations.  She had told him the secrets 
of the Mycorrhizal Network and much 
about what plants think and do all over 
the world; how plants communicated with 
each other and how plants from different 
regions of the world had a different way 
of ‘speaking’, much like foreign languages 
and even regional accents.  Phillip wrote 
it all down and now had reams of the 
most valuable information which would 
doubtless be of huge benefit to the world.  
Every night he kissed her goodnight and 
told her he loved her.  She always replied 
that she loved him too.  He took great care of 
Lillianna to the detriment of his own health 
and wellbeing.  Nothing mattered to Phillip 
other than Lillianna.  He was besotted.  He 
had grown a large beard as he did not take 
time to shave nor to shower.  He had lost a 
lot of weight as eating was just an annoying 
interruption to his conversations with 
Lillianna.  His scant supply of friends ceased 
to call as he stopped bothering to answer the 
door.  His telephone never rang anymore.  
Even his sister had stopped popping round.  
Phillip had entirely lost himself to Lillianna.

More months passed and the world had not 
seen Phillip Allen for a very long time.  The 
post piled up on his doormat until it was 
as a small sized rug of brown and white 
envelopes. 

One day a kindly postman who was new to 
the area, had been worried at seeing the pile 
of letters mounting up through the glass in 
the front door and had called the police.  On 
entering the property, the police had found 
Phillip Allen slumped across the dining 
table in the lounge, with his headphones on.  
His pulse was weak and his breathing was 

shallow.  The police called for an ambulance 
and Phillip was rushed to hospital.

It was found, after extensive testing, that 
Phillip had formaldehyde, benzene and 
trichloroethylene poisoning, likely caused 
by ingesting parts of a Peace Lily plant.  His 
sister was notified of where he was and 
came to visit but Phillip did not or could not 
recognise her. 

He slowly recovered physically over many 
weeks but was an extremely difficult patient.  
All he talked about was Lillianna.  He cried 
for her, he begged for her but could not seem 
to say who she was nor where she could be 
found.  No one knew who that was.  They 
presumed she must have been his girlfriend 
but no one knew for sure.  Phillip had to be 
quietened down many times after becoming 
aggressive.  He spent most of his time sitting 
in front of the window staring at the garden 
with unfocused eyes. 

After he had recovered enough to be moved, 
Phillip was taken to a secure unit.  There he 
gradually improved and, when his sister 
came to visit, they had a short but pleasant 
chat.  She told him she had decided to put 
his house on the market, as he would not be 
able to live alone, and he could stay with her 
when he got out of the unit.  He had nodded 
in sad understanding.  His sister said she 
had cleaned up at his place and seen to his 
post.  She had brought the plant she had 
found on the dining table in the lounge and 
the stereo he had been listening to with 
headphones when he had been found by the 
police that day.  Phillips eyes widened and 
glazed over when he saw Lillianna. 

She placed FD and the headphones on the chair 
next to the bed and popped the plant on Phillip’s 
bedside cabinet.  “There!  I’ve watered it and it’s 
just beginning to grow some flowers.  See you 
next week”, said his sister as she left the room.  
“What a lovely plant!  That’ll help you to feel 
better”.

The End.
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MANY full moons 
had passed since 
the strangers had 
begun working 

near the bottom of the mountain, 
the mountain Jamilla’s mother 
and her mother before her 
had called vulcano. She and 
the other women had been 
watching, hidden from the eyes 
of these other humans, trying 
to determine what it was they 
wanted from their land. After 
a few weeks they had brought 
these long metal things with 
teeth, and, with one man at 
each end, they would use these 
to cut down the trees, the very 
same trees that were used for 
shade in the summer, warmth 
in the winter and encouraged 
the grasses below them to grow 
ever more lush each year. Why 
would they do that, the people 
of vulcano asked each other.
These strangers had also 
constructed their own village 

nearby. But it was a flimsy thing, 
fabricated from some sort of 
insubstantial material, not the mud 
and stones the villagers used, and 
they laughed amongst themselves 
at this, giggling behind their hands 
when the winds blew and these 
shelters shook.
These pale-skins were as yet 
unaware of the tribe living further 
up the vulcano. The mountain 
held no interest for them as the 
trees below were plentiful and the 
mountain appeared to them to be 
barren, apart from some dry shrubs. 
They were too busy destroying all 
that I had grown to take notice of 
what might be happening nearer to 
my sky.
I have never felt the need to take 
human form to appear to the people 
of the vulcano. They hear my 
whispers on the wind, if they do 
something to displease me, they will 
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know of it when they can find no 
trace of water, or of a special herb 
they have always found plentiful. 
But this has not happened more 
than perhaps four or five times in 
all their history, and that history is 
long. For if they do no harm to me, 
why should I do harm to them? It 
really is that simple.
Yes, they dug into my side to build 
their dwellings many hundreds 
and hundreds of years ago, perhaps 
more, I find I can no longer keep 
track of every tribe and their doings. 
But they dug slightly, lightly, and 
only when necessary, and this 
I could endure. And they were 
digging for shelter, for a place to call 
their home, not for greed as so many 
do, so I favour them, is there any 
reason why I should not?
Edibe, her mother, and most of the 
women from the vulcano simply 
watched, listened and waited. The 
listening was difficult, because these 
humans spoke a different tongue 
from the only one they knew, 
but they were deft at reading the 
language of the body, and so, when 
these humans had first arrived, they 
had seen nothing to concern them 
other than the felling of the trees, 
which cut into them almost as badly 
as it ripped into me.
But now it was different they 
thought. There appeared to be 
disagreements between these 
men, voices loud with anger, and 
at times they had come to blows. 
This disturbed Jamilla and the 
other women for, as you already 
know, they had their own way of 
solving disagreements and did not 
understand this way of attacking 
another human while his back was 

to the other. It did not seem just to 
them and it caused some unease 
when they relayed this information 
back to the village, and to the men. 
If they acted like this towards each 
other what might they do if they 
were to discover the tribe on the 
vulcano?
But for now, away from these 
men, the tribe could feel easy, and 
mostly went about their same daily 
routines. Edible spent much of her 
time clambering on the rock and 
taking great enjoyment from finding 
one, perhaps two, of the sparse tiny 
white flowers which occasionally 
appeared in the crevices. She would 
handle them with such care, taking 
them back to her mother, who 
would hang them from the ceiling 
where they dried alongside other 
flowers she had found and the herbs 
Jamilla had picked. Though this 
was more difficult now, as the herbs 
came from down amongst the trees 
and further afield, but, with the men 
now there, the tribe were loathe to 
get too close. It was fortunate they 
had a plentiful supply of such herbs, 
but I have seen the anxious look in 
Jamilla’s eyes as she has glanced at 
the dwindling supply.
She had fears for her daughter 
also, who was growing with a 
speed Jamilla had not anticipated. 
It would not be that many moons 
before Edibe was ready to take 
a mate – if she so wished – and 
set up her own dwelling. It was 
this that worried Jamilla, for how 
would they furnish that dwelling 
without using what the forest had 
always provided them with. Yes, 
further up the mountain were their 
animals, and from the hair of these 
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creatures could be woven blankets 
and clothing, and mud could be 
found to make pots and bowls, but 
it would not be enough, and Jamilla 
yearned every day for the time 
when the strangers would leave.
She remembered the celebrations 
when she and her husband had 
married. Three days of eating food 
which had been carefully prepared 
by the whole pueblo, of dancing, 
of she herself being strung with 
necklaces and bracelets fashioned 
from grass, animal hair, and 
stone, of feeling she was the most 
important person in her little world 
for those three days.
And of she and Deron entering their 
new adobe for the first time. Both 
she and Deron and other members 
of the tribe had worked on it for 
months and months, and that night 
it was lit with so many little glowing 
fires that she had truly believed it 
was the happiest moment of her 
life. And it was, until her daughter 
arrived, and she learned of another 
type of happiness.
Today, as I watch her, she is again 
joyful. She has spent her morning 
washing bedclothes which are now 
arrayed over the rocks to dry, and 
Jamilla is sitting, sipping from a 
cup of her herbal drink, face turned 
upward to catch the sunlight, and 
is simply content with her lot. This 
may seem of no consequence to 
you, but for me to see any human 
take such pleasure only from what 
surrounds them fills me with joy. 
These people could read me, far 
better than those who were to 
follow hundreds and hundreds of 
years later, for they understood 
every cloud, every movement 

of the birds, every breeze which 
whispered through the trees.
They know the men below have 
somehow brought change, but as 
yet are unaware of the impact this 
change will have on the lives of 
those who live in the pueblo. They 
have not known the viciousness 
of humans, as I have, and so we 
must allow them this period of 
happiness. Soon, the men, among 
them Jamilla’s husband Deron and 
some of the women, will return 
from their tending of the animals 
and will want to be fed. Everything 
is prepared as it always is; the 
men, women, boys and girls work 
together to assemble tasty dishes, 
and these they eat together, taking 
pleasure in the company of one 
another, listening to stories of 
what tricks the animals had been 
playing, or how much hair they 
had gathered, how much milk, who 
had collected what, who had finally 
finished fashioning new pendants or 
earwear from the stone; every story 
was listened to eagerly.
It is of this she is thinking when 
Jamilla senses a movement and 
feels a gentle touch to her arm. It is 
her beloved daughter and she pulls 
Edibe to her. They are like that for 
a few moments, one sitting, one 
standing, but joined together as if 
nothing could ever separate them, 
and, if I had been a human and a 
painter, that is the picture I would 
have painted for future generations 
to look back on and perhaps, 
perhaps, a few would reflect on 
what brought an end to such 
moments. But it is etched now only 
in me and I can show it to nobody. R
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I think it is important to begin by stating what this review will be 
and what it won’t be. It will then be clear to the reader what is 
being offered. As I value your time, I want to set expectations 

accordingly.

This will not be a thorough and in-depth look at details contained within Garratt’s 
book; suffice to say that others far more experienced and qualified than I have 
already done this work, and concluded, as I do, that this is a well-researched, well-
referenced and comprehensive record of  the events which transpired between 2015 
and 2017, as they relate to Chris Williamson MP and his hounding out of  public 
office by the Labour Party.   
 
The curious among us, regardless of  party loyalties, would do well to read this, if  
for no other reason than to see just how absurd, cynical, dishonest and ruthlessly 
effective an organisation can be at destroying the character and career of  an 
individual, without ever having to produce a single piece of  evidence or substantiate 
a single claim. It’s effective, and we need, collectively, to wake up.
What this article will hopefully convey to the reader is the importance of  
two things: the first is how crucial to the democratic process the existence of  
honest, good-faith media institutions are to the reporting of  political events, and 
how the British media have failed us all in this regard. Secondly, there is an essential 
requirement that we, as readers, are able to situate events in the correct historical 
context. The British media are actively attempting to obfuscate at every step of  the 
way.1

A dismal record
The forty years which preceded Corbyn’s arrival onto the main stage 
in 2015 paint a dismal record of a Britain enthralled to the US-led neo-
liberal, imperialist agenda. These were four decades replete with illegal 
wars of aggression in Argentina, Iraq (twice), Afghanistan and Libya. There 
were retrograde steps in addressing the climate crisis; increasing CO2 emissions 
and irreversible environmental damage ignored by our government and 
a never-ending list of state-owned wealth and public services being transferred 

1 

R
E

VI
E

W
For most of  Jeremy 
Corbyn’s time as 
leader, the Labour 
Party was engulfed 
in claims of  anti-
semitism. Keir 
Kirby  reviews a 
new book which 
shows how the 
crisis  was 
manufactur ed.

https://tonygreenstein.com/2021/09/book-review-labour-the-anti-semitism-crisis-and-the-destroying-of-an-mp/


48

into private, capitalist, hands. We had NHS privatisation, the introduction of 
higher education tuition fees (now amongst the highest in the world) and state 
provision of housing, elderly and social care disappearing almost entirely. To say 
that capitalism, or more accurately Necro Capitalism, is destroying the planet and 
the lives of the people on this planet is a mainstream, sober and accurate analysis of 
our current predicament.
To anyone who came of age, politically speaking, in the years between 2010 and 
2015, the entire phenomenon of the short-lived Corbyn Project must seem like a 
daydream. We had a brief glimpse of what ‘could have been’, an antidote to the 
horrors detailed above, a progressive, socialist, anti-racist, anti-imperialist, anti-
NATO, anti-austerity and anti-capitalist society. It was of course anti-capitalist 
to a degree, alas not quite a Communist or Ecological Socialist (Bookchin). It 
was something which felt both right and natural to those who had experienced 
the destruction of the global crash of 2008, perhaps especially through the impact 
it had on their parents’ lives, in combination with the ever ratcheting-up of Tory-
LibDem austerity, the final conclusion of what Thatcher began: the death of the 
social contract).

The backdrop
So far, so dramatic you might say. For a book review which deals with 
a small number of  events across a very narrow time period, involving an 
even smaller cast of  protagonists –  a handful at most – this might seem like 
an unnecessarily sensationalist introduction. Respectfully, however, I would 
disagree. Almost twenty years of  neoliberal New Labour policies, drenched in blood 
and suffering (with a smattering of  wealthy capitalist winners, as usual) accompanied 
by an ineffective and unquestioning media are very much the appropriate backdrop 
against which to contextualise Lee Garratt’s ‘Labour, The Anti-Semitism Crisis & 
the Destroying of  an MP’.
Now, more than ever, context is incredibly important. It is the context in which the 
events surrounding the demise of  Project Corbyn and his faithful and loyal MP, Chris 
Williamson, took place that matter, both in the scale of  the day-to-day unfolding of  
events but also in the context of  national and international politics across the global 
stage. The geopolitics of  our time IS capitalism writ large, and so it is no surprise 
that it was never Jeremy Corbyn ’the man’ they wanted to be rid of  but rather what he 
represented: Jeremy Corbyn, the anti-imperialist, Jeremy Corbyn supporter of  Stop the 
War and, crucially, Jeremy Corbyn the staunch, life-long advocate of  the Palestinian 
cause with his unwavering support for an end to the illegal Israeli occupation of  
Palestine. He terrified the capitalist class.
There is no global conspiracy out there, but, if  there’s one thing which can unite 
the multitude of  wealthy and powerful political and private actors across the media, 
political and military landscape, it is the mere possibility that their untrammelled 
ability to pollute, profit, kill and destroy at will might be curtailed.  Israel, with its 
arms and cyber industries as part of  the West’s military industrial complex is very 
much at the nexus of  the United States’ geo-strategic plans in the Middle East. Jeremy 
Corbyn and, by extension, Chris Williamson were always going to be a lightning rod 
for reactionary Zionist, Imperialist, Colonialist, Racist and even Fascist forces. (Keith 
Starmer’s post 2020 Labour Party has them all in spades, it’s worth noting.)
What Lee Garratt’s ‘Labour, The Anti-Semitism Crisis & the Destroying of  an 
MP’ offers the reader here is a detailed account of  what took place behind the scenes 
between Chris Williamson and the Labour Party by way of  focusing on some of  the 
pivotal political events and their subsequent handling by the media, of  the period 
between 2015-2017. Garratt shows clearly how the capitalist owned and operated 
media and their representation of  events was not only wildly off  the mark, but was 
intentionally and knowingly so. 
Designed to mislead the general public, with the ultimate objective of  undermining 
Jeremy Corbyn’s attempts at winning political power, the Labour Party and the liberal 
British media establishment collaborated fist-in-glove, none more so than Owen Jones 

Two principled and likeable 
MPs who the establishment 

could not allow close to 
political power.

https://www.resilience.org/stories/2021-01-18/enlightenment-and-ecology-an-introduction-to-bookchins-legacy/
https://thinkwellbooks.org/interviews/
https://thinkwellbooks.org/interviews/
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and The Guardian, and found their most effective – in fact only remaining – strategy was to cynically 
weaponise the scourge that is antisemitism and impute that the Corbyn Project and its leader were 
antisemitic. It was a scam and it worked.
It’s worth stating that antisemitism is of  course always wrong and absolutely about the hatred of  Jews 
for being Jewish, and nothing more. Criticism of  Israel is not antisemitism, although Israel and its 
allies present it as such. It would also seemingly follow that to smear Williamson and Corbyn with the 
accusation that they were antisemites is, on the face of  it at least, an easy accusation to either confirm or 
deny; one checks the public record for their spoken words and actions and decides accordingly. 

The Heart of  the Issue
However, therein lies the heart of  the issue Williamson (and Corbyn) faced: four distinct but connected 
concepts intersect to make the accusation that Williamson and Corbyn faced so powerfully effective. 
1) The Israeli state’s insistence that Israel is the home of  ALL Jews and that it alone speaks for the Jewish 
people in matters of  faith, politics and persecution.
2) The British public’s ignorance surrounding the political ideology of  Zionism (a home for the Jews at 
the expense of  an existing people, the Palestinians), the jump-starting of  Israeli colonialism of  Palestine 
by the British Empire in the 1920s, the Palestinian 1948 Nakba (their expulsion & genocide at the hands 
of  Jewish Zionists) and Israel’s continued 70+ year illegal occupation of  Palestine.
3) The British public’s absolute fear of  being labeled Anti-Semite and all-round timidity to engage with 
the subject in general, quite understandable when located in the shadow of  European collective memory 
and the Nazi persecution of  Jews in WW2.
4) Israel’s centrality to the West’s power projection across the Middle-East, as a bulwark against Iran/
Syria/China and a guarantor of  continued access to oil, has afforded Apartheid Israel a revered and 
protected status among Western governments. The financial and political patronage afforded Israel by the 
United States and other G7 world economies totals in the billions of  USD$ of  grants, loans and military 
and technology sales and extends to the United State’s UN P5 Security Council Veto This means that 
Israel as a political entity is essentially immune from criticism, sanctions or military action.
Once the reader appreciates how these four ideas overlap and reinforce each other, it becomes easy to 
see how, in the hands of  a cynical, manipulative, right-wing politician or journalist, Anti-Semitism can be 
intentionally conflated with Judaism to insulate Israel from all criticism.
It now becomes problematic events surrounding the Nazi’s persecution and attempted extermination 
of European Jewery (among others: Roma and gypsies of note) at the hands of the Nazi regime from 
the 1930’s – 1945 the violent and essentially colonialist project of nation-building Israel at in the 
heart of the Palestinian homeland in British Mandate Palestine / former Ottoman Empire mean that 
Corbyn and Williamson’s politics are rightly antithetical to everything that Israel stands for. 

A political victory for Jeremy Corbyn would have resulted in seismic repercussions and tectonic shifts 
in the the geopolitics of the West and it was for this reason that the forces of the British political 
system and British media found themselves in alliance between 2015-2017 with the sole objective of 
removing the threat of a Corbyn government from power. 

Garratt’s book provides an essential vignette into the microcosm of events related to one man, 
Williamson, and is for a detailed, coherent and enjoyable read for anyone looking to understand 
what precisely went wrong. Perhaps more important however is that Garratt’s focus on the details 
allow us to appreciate the wider context of the last forty years of neoliberalism and Necro Capitalism 
– forces that not only enabled this to happen but actively conspired, colluded and worked in concert 
with each other to guarantee that Corbyn’s hugely popular vision of socialism for the masses, not the 
1%, would be replaced by the Covid-murdering Klpetocracy that is Cummings, Sunak and Johnson.

Without a more widespread understanding of these issues among the British public 
socialism may well be history in the UK. for a generation or more. Garratt’s book is a useful 
first step towards achieving this.Cummings, Sunak and Johnson.

The rest, as they say, is history

https://creatingsocialism.org/it-was-a-scam/
https://necrocapitalism.wordpress.com/about/
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David tells us he doesn’t know when he became a socialist although admits to never voting for the incum-
bent Conservative MP where he lived. He was brought up in a family where a sense of right and wrong 
was a core value. His parents were both teachers who pushed him to succeed academically and as he puts 
it “blessed with a good memory for facts I managed to pass exams”. This enabled David to secure decent 
jobs in construction as a surveyor, a path chosen because he did not want to be office bound and enjoyed 
being outdoors. 

He ended up working for Housing Associations and saw the daily struggle of residents to get good quality 
and safe housing. 

Through his wife he got into the pleasures of gardening. After attending the Big Green Gathering they made 
a big change to their lives by moving to Wales, buying a derelict property with a large garden and, whilst 
renovating this, odd jobbed at a local organic veg box scheme and attended festivals working free tickets by 
offering craft workshops. They then started their own veg box scheme on some rented land serving over 80 
local families with fresh grown fruit and veg. 

He later worked in a homeless hostel and after some further education got a job as an arts and crafts teacher 
working and supporting people with learning difficulties. He is now retired and in between tending his gar-
den writes regularly for Critical Mass.

Spotlight on 
David Stirrup
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Question Answer

Which book do you 
think all socialists 
should read?

I am well read & have tended to find an author I like & then 
read all their books Steinbeck & Orwell have been indelible 
markers so to choose one book is difficult but I will recom-
mend Down & Out in Paris & London by George Orwell as 
it highlights the unnecessary suffering of those in poverty & 
the fringes of society & brought home to me the reality of my 
maternal grandfathers struggle to survive & finally die as a 
pauper in a spike.

What was the most 
important event in 
the history of social-
ism?

The most important event in the history of Socialism for me 
was the founding of the NHS.

Who would you rate 
as the outstanding 
political leader of 
your generation?

The most outstanding political leader of my generation has 
to be Nelson Mandela.

Which film should 
socialists watch?

Well tricky, Ken Loach has made many brilliant films dealing 
with socialist issues but to understand capitalism & all its ills 
then ‘They Live’ 1988 directed by John Carpenter is a must 
watch.

Which single polit-
ical event was most 
instrumental in your 
political develop-
ment?

The single event that was instrumental in my political de-
velopment was Jeremy Corbyn getting on the list for Labour 
leadership. At last a vision of a better world of fairness, 
equality & peace being possible hit all the right buttons for 
so many people as, up until that moment, we could only vote 
for more of the same old same old, offering no real change 
for ordinary folk. 

With which historical 
socialist do you most 
identify?

Fidel Castro. Not always a saint but his answer to sanctions 
has to be admired, city farms & a healthcare system capable 
of offering help to other counties.

Which single reform 
could make capital-
ism work?

No single reform can make capitalism work but high on any 
agenda of change is the ending of corruption, better tax 
laws, the breakup of large corporations & an end to their 
political influence.

Have you ever been 
on strike, if so, did 
you win?

I am a member of Unite but have never been on strike, when-
ever I have been dissatisfied with my employment terms & 
conditions I have changed jobs.

Do you think we can 
get socialism through 
the ballot box?

We can only get socialism at the ballot box if we change the 
parliamentary system introducing fixed terms for MP’s, an 
elected second chamber & a fair & free media.

What do you do when 
you are not doing 
politics?

When not ‘doing politics’ I run a community Facebook 
page, find jobs around the ongoing project that is my home, 
walk my dogs, potter in the garden & go camping.

Do you ever feel like 
giving up politically 
and why don’t you?

There have been times, I won’t lie. But Tony Benn, whom I 
mentioned earlier, taught us that there were two flames burn-
ing in the human heart. One of anger against injustice and 
one of hope for change. As long as there is injustice, I won’t 
give up.
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Question Answer
Are you an optimist 
or a pessimist when 
you think of the fu-
ture for the left?

Politics is hard & sometimes difficult to motivate those who 
need to have an interest in politics to get the change they 
need. I will never stop trying though.

Is socialism inevita-
ble?

We stand at a crossroads now where the greed by a few 
individuals has put our planet’s ability to sustain us all in 
jeopardy. The only model that will now bring us back from 
this brink will be a return to equal contribution and equal 
shares for all across the planet. Our tribe now lives all over 
the world and unless we embrace socialism for all we risk 
our future to satisfy the greed of a few. 
There is a massive struggle ahead as the wealthy control 
many of the levers of power even to shaping the thinking of 
people. But as more people find the present system is not 
working for them they will realise they need socialism to 
survive.

#BigPowerOff


